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The following rail station summary reports include analysis of new stations to be built as part of the 
proposed project.  Although parking structures were considered in several of these summaries, no 
parking structures are recommended as part of the proposed project.  Alternative station footprints were 
also considered as part of the analysis.  Chapter 2, Project Description, reflects the selected footprints 
for all proposed rail stations. 
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STATION LOCATION, LAND USE 
CONTEXT, AND RAIL ISSUES
ALTERNATIVE STATION LOCATIONS
The SMART station planning process started with 
two potential locations for a Santa Rosa “Second” 
Station in addition to the downtown station: Bellevue 
Avenue and Jennings Avenue.  The Bellevue 
Avenue Station was eliminated early on because 
the Jennings Avenue site is superior in terms of 
access from many parts of the city, especially key 
employment, civic, and retail destinations, and 
transit-oriented development potential.

STATION LOCATION
The Jennings Avenue Station is located near 
Jennings Avenue, approximately 1 mile north of 
the Downtown Santa Rosa Station. College Avenue 
and Guernville Road are the major arterials to the 
north and south of the station and Dutton Avenue 
and Range Avenue are primary streets to the east 
and west.
The Jennings Avenue Station area has a mix of 
employment, major commercial, and residential land 
uses. Signifi cant land area is undeveloped providing 
opportunities for transit-oriented development. 
Offi ce and light industrial uses are clustered along 
Dutton Avenue just east of the SMART right-of-way. 
Residential uses predominate north of Jennings 
Avenue and farther west. Coddingtown Mall (at 
the north end of the Station Area) and Santa Rosa 
Junior College (just east of Highway 101) are major 
destination uses that would be served by the station. 
In addition to the Junior College, a number of public 
uses are located nearby on the east side of Highway 
101 and could be reached by bicycle or shuttle bus, 
including: Kaiser Hospital, the County Administrative 
Center, and Santa Rosa High School, the Hewlett 
Packard campus on Fountaingrove Parkway.
The land uses immediately surrounding the potential 
station sites are largely undeveloped, with some 
remnant single-family homes. There is strong 
potential for transit-oriented development in the 
immediate vicinity of the station, and the Santa 
Rosa General Plan supports infi ll development in 
this area.

ALTERNATIVE STATION SITES
There are two potential station sites. The fi rst site 
is adjacent to Jennings Avenue, and consists of a 
3-acre triangular parcel, a water district parcel, and 
a sliver of land owned by Union Pacifi c adjacent to 

JENNINGS AVENUE STATION

There are a number of potential transit-oriented 
development sites in the station area.

Recent multi-family development along Jennings 
Avenue

The Santa Rosa General Plan outlines several 
potential station locations in the city.
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the SMART right-of-way. The triangular parcel is 
currently occupied by a single-family residence, but 
BRIDGE Housing, an affordable housing developer, 
has optioned the site in the hopes of developing 
multi-family housing. The second potential site is the 
Union Pacifi c “wye” site. The nearly 8.5-acre site was 
originally used for rail purposes and is still owned 
by Union Pacifi c. There are environmental issues 
resulting from hazardous materials to be considered 
on the site, but the location and size of the site are 
attractive for station programming purposes.
As SMART does not own either site, SMART would 
need to negotiate compensation with the property 
owner in order to develop and operate the station.

RAIL ISSUES
The station is planned as a double-tracked, two-
platform station. There are no signifi cant rail planning 
issues for either station location.

STATION ACCESS
PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ACCESS
Pedestrian access to the station site is good. 
However, with the beginning of SMART operations, 
the rail line will serve as a signifi cant barrier to 
pedestrian circulation, particularly from the west 
side of the rail line as the station facilities and 
primary access will be from the east. The design 
of the station should therefore include pedestrian 
and development access to both platforms from 
surrounding streets as well as pedestrian access 
between the two platforms.
The north-south bicycle/pedestrian path is planned 
for the east side of the SMART right-of-way 
throughout the station area. The City has plans for 
a network of Class I and II bike paths and lanes 
throughout the station area, as shown in the diagram 
above. Jennings Avenue is designated as a “Bicycle 
Boulevard” (a street with a combination of traffi c 
calming devices to encourage bicycling). There is 
a potential to provide a multi-use connection and 
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overpass across Highway 101 connecting to Santa 
Rosa Junior College. The right-of-way, once a 
rail spur, is now under multiple ownerships, but is 
currently undeveloped. This connection would allow 
improved access to the high intensity uses east of 
the freeway and would support increased ridership. 
The fi nancing and construction of such a project is a 
challenge, but a variety of funding sources exist for 
pedestrian and bicycle improvements of this kind. 
The recently constructed multi-use bridge across I-
80 in Berkeley provides an example of the potential 
for this type of improvement.

TRANSIT ACCESS
The existing bus transfer center at the Coddingtown 
Mall serves Santa Rosa Citybus routes, as well as 
Golden Gate Transit and Sonoma County Transit 
routes. Due to the proximity of the transit center and 
small scale of streets in the proximity of the station 
sites, it is unlikely that the SMART station would be 
a major bus transfer center. Still, bus access to the 
station is an important consideration for the station 

design. While buses would likely stop on-street, the 
station designs preserve the fl exibility to bring buses 
on-site in the future.

AUTOMOBILE ACCESS
Auto access to the station is an important issue as 
one of the primary purposes of the “second” station 
is to relieve parking pressure on the Downtown 
Santa Rosa Station. Initial ridership estimates call for 
over 500 park-and-ride spaces in Santa Rosa, and 
it is estimated that over 450 of those spaces should 
be accommodated at the Jennings Avenue Station 
in order to minimize the impacts of auto access at 
the downtown station. This amount of parking at the 
Jennings Avenue Station will likely require a parking 
structure in the long term, but short-term options for 
surface-only parking should be considered.
The station site is easily accessible by auto. Exits 
from Highway 101 to College Avenue and Guernville 
Road give multiple options for accessing the site, 
and local arterials are not heavily congested.
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ALTERNATIVE STATION DESIGN 
CONCEPTS
ALTERNATIVE 1
This alternative locates the station at Jennings 
Avenue and includes a parking structure to 
accommodate the projected demand for park-and-
ride. Shuttle and auto drop-off are accommodated 
on Jennings Avenue with a traffi c circle at the 
Jennings Avenue/Herbert Street intersection to 
provide access to the site and turnaround potential. 
While this area is designed to accommodate buses, 
primary bus access to the station is accommodated 
by bus bays on Range and Dutton Avenues. A bike 
station and/or community facility fronts on a new 
public plaza and screens the parking garage from 
the residential context on Jennings. The parking 
structure is shown as a continually ramping structure 
in order to minimize the profi le, and would require 2-
1/2 to 3 stories to accommodate the projected park-
and-ride demand. The design includes a pedestrian/
bike connection from the west side of the tracks via 
Jennings incorporated into the station platforms. The 
increased auto, shuttle, and potentially bus activity 
on Jennings would likely be a concern to the existing 
residences on the north side of the street, and could 
make it diffi cult to achieve the Cityʼs planned “Bicycle 
Boulevard.”
This alternative would preclude the development of 
the potential BRIDGE Housing site. SMART would 
need to purchase the property, and SMART and the 
City would likely provide assistance to BRIDGE in 
fi nding another suitable site in Santa Rosa to replace 
this site. 

ALTERNATIVE 2
This alternative utilizes the UP “wye” property. 
The site is large enough to accommodate all of 
the projected park-and-ride demand in surface 
parking, but this could make future transit-oriented 
development on a portion of the property more 
diffi cult. To provide better support for transit-oriented 
development and create opportunities for joint or 
shared development of the property, the concept 
design includes a parking structure on the southern 
portion of the site leaving a development site of 
nearly 2.5 acres to the north of a central access 
road. A short-term option for the site could include 
surface parking, with a long-term transition to 
structured parking.
The access road, fronted by commercial or 
community uses on the ground fl oor of the parking 
structure, would also accommodate drop-off and 

View west towards SMART right-of-way along Jen-
nings Avenue

View south from Jennings Avenue of Alternative 1 
station site
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bus and shuttle loading and unloading, and provide 
access to the joint development site. Additional bus 
stop spaces could be located on Frances Street if 
bus transit providers chose not to come into the 
site. The parking structure shown in this design, if 
built at three stories, would be large enough to meet 
the park-and-ride demand and provide additional 
parking for either the joint development site or, 
other surrounding uses. The parking garage could 
also serve as a satellite lot for the Junior College 
if the multi-use connection over Highway 101 were 
constructed or shuttle service is provided between 
the station and the campus.
This alternative would link well with the potential 
multi-use bridge connection across Highway 101 
to the Junior College. The north-south bicycle/
pedestrian path is shown on the east side of the 
tracks, with connections out to Frances through the 
Joint Development site. A bike station is shown on 
the west side of the parking structure, with covered 
bicycle parking adjacent. 

Jennings Avenue Station
Program Summary

Jennings Avenue Station
Program Summary

Jennings Avenue Station

Ridership ProjectionsRidership Projections1

Origin Trips/Day T.B.D.
Destination Trips/Day T.B.D.

Park-and-Ride Capacity
Desired (2020) 460 spaces
Planned (Concept Plan) 460 spaces
Excess Capacity (Gap) 0 spaces

Kiss-And-Ride Capacity 6 spaces

Transit Capacity
Bus (Off-Street) 2 bays
Shuttle 4 bays
Van 4 bays

Bicycle Parking Capacity
Bicycle Racks 6
Bicycle Lockers 8
Bicycle Station Recommended
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In order to provide pedestrian and bicycle access to 
the employment area and residential neighborhoods 
to the west of the rail right-of-way an access 
easement would need to be negotiated with property 
owners in the adjacent business park. An accessway 
could then connect to improved sidewalks and bus 
stops along Dutton Avenue.

NOTES
1. Schiermeyer Consulting Services. “SMART Cloverdale 

to San Rafael Commuter Rail Ridership and Revenue 
Forecast”. March 2002.
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STATION LOCATION, LAND USE 
CONTEXT, AND RAIL ISSUES
STATION LOCATION
The City of Rohnert Park identifi ed the Wilfred 
Avenue/Golf Course Drive location as their preferred 
station location during initial planning for SMART. 
The station site is adjacent to the existing City-owned 
Caltrans park-and-ride lot at the intersection of Golf 
Course Drive and Roberts Lake Road, just east of 
Highway 101 and Commerce Boulevard. The station 
area includes a mix of commercial and retail uses, 
with one major residential development, a portion of 
an existing residential neighborhood, and Doubletree 
hotel and conference center. There is also a regional 
commercial center just west of the station site, 
which will provide an employment destination for the 
station. Some of the land within the 1/2-mile station 
area is designated as Community Separator in the 
Rohnert Park General Plan. The Northwest Specifi c 
Plan growth area, just west of the station area will 
add a mix of residential and employment uses in the 
future.
Caltrans is currently proceeding with design and 
environmental documentation for the reconfi guration 
of the Wilfred Avenue interchange with Highway 
101. The project will involve the reconstruction of the 
overcrossing structure over the SMART right-of-way 
and Commerce Boulevard, and will create a direct 
connection beneath Highway 101 from Golf Course 
Drive on the east side of the freeway to Wilfred 
Avenue on the west. The project will also reconfi gure 
on- and off-ramps and realign Roberts Lake Road 
and Commerce Boulevard to create a four-way 
intersection with Golf Course Drive.

STATION SITE
The land for the station facilities, including the 
Caltrans park-and-ride lot and adjacent properties, 
is owned by the City of Rohnert Park. The existing 
park-and-ride lot has approximately 180 stalls. While 
the park-and-ride facility is currently at capacity on 
most weekdays, a good portion of this demand can 
shift to a planned park-and-ride facility on the east 
side of the Highway 101/Rohnert Park Expressway 
interchange.
The interchange improvements at Wilfred Avenue 
will allow the City to abandon the Commerce 
Boulevard right-of-way north of Golf Course Drive. At 
such a time, the street right-of-way could be used for 
an expansion of SMART facilities to accommodate 
additional bus transit access.  

ROHNERT PARK STATION

View north along the right-of-way from the station 
site

Golf Course Drive has some high intensity residen-
tial uses and a Class I multi-use path.

Existing paths from the park-and-ride lot to the 
right-of-way demonstrate the importance of quality 
pedestrian connections to the surroundings.
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RAIL OPERATIONS
There are no signifi cant rail operations issues at 
the Rohnert Park Station. The right-of-way provides 
ample space for a double-tracked, two-platform 
station. The Caltrans interchange project could 
have minor impacts on rail operations, especially 
in the design of the new intersection of Commerce 
Boulevard, Roberts Lake Road, and Golf Course 
Drive. Depending on the construction schedules 
for both projects, there could be impacts to SMART 
operations due to the reconstruction of the Highway 
101 overcrossing of the rail tracks, and steps should 
be taken to minimize this impact. The SMART rail 
and station planning teams have been actively 
coordinating with Caltrans to ensure the impacts to 
SMART of the interchange project are minimized.

STATION ACCESS
PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ACCESS
Golf Course Drive is the primary bicycle and 
pedestrian access route from the east. Although 
existing Class I bike paths on Golf Course Drive link 
residential neighborhoods to the station the indirect 
nature of the connections are not likely to ecourage 
walking and bicycling to the station. From the 
west, access is less direct and not as comfortable 
for pedestrians or bicyclists. Pedestrians do walk 
past the station site while walking from one side of 
Highway 101 to the other, even though the quality 
of the pedestrian environment is poor and the route 
is circuitous. However, the reconfi guration of the 
interchange will improve pedestrian connections 
between the station and the west side of Highway 
101. Some existing sidewalks in the station area 
will need to be widened in order to provide proper 
pedestrian access.
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The north-south bicycle/pedestrian path is planned for 
the east side of the SMART right-of-way throughout 
the station area. The two key issues for the design 
of the bicycle/pedestrian path are: (1) creating a safe 
crossing of Golf Course Drive and (2) ensuring the 
safe interaction of the path with the station facilities, 
including the park-and-ride lot. Golf Course Drive 
is a major arterial street. The north-south bicycle 
pedestrian path will require improved crossings 
of Golf Course Drive and Roberts Lake Road to 
create a safe crossing for pedestrians and cyclists. 
In order to minimize confl icts between path users 
and station patrons, including park-and-ride users, 
the path will be routed around the eastern perimeter 
of the park-and-ride lot, connecting with the SMART 
right-of-way at the north end of the station site. This 
route could include a Class I path on the west side of 
Roberts Lake Road or Class II bike lanes on Roberts 
Lake Road to the park-and-ride access drive, with 
a Class I facility to the north. The reconfi guration of 
the intersection of Golf Course Drive and Roberts 
Lake Road as part of Caltransʼ planned interchange 

improvements needs to give particular consideration 
to the safety and convenience of people using the 
north-south bicycle/pedestrian path .

TRANSIT ACCESS
Bus access to the site is fairly good; fi ve Sonoma 
County Transit routes and three Golden Gate 
Transit routes currently serve the site. All buses 
would continue to serve the station from the street. 
Golden Gate Transit buses and two of the Sonoma 
County Transit routes will utilize Roberts Lake Road 
and three Sonoma County Transit routes will utilize 
Commerce Boulevard. The on-street bus stops will 
require high quality pedestrian connections from 
the stops to the SMART platforms including bus 
shelters, widened sidewalks, marked crosswalks, 
and quality landscaping as appropriate. The planned 
reconfi guration of the Highway 101 interchange will 
create the opportunity for a busway along Commerce 
Boulevard.  All buses could be routed along the 
busway in order to facilitate bus/train transfers. The 
design of the busway is not addressed in this report 
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as the interchange design is not yet at a suffi cient 
level of detail.
Because the station lacks strong connections to 
the employment and residential centers of Rohnert 
Park—such as the Rohnert Park Expressway area 
and Sonoma State University—it may be necessary 
to serve these areas with employer-based shuttles. 
These shuttles could utilize either on-street or on-site 
areas for pick-up and drop-off.

AUTOMOBILE ACCESS
Vehicular access to the site is fairly good. Golf 
Course Drive and Commerce Boulevard give access 
to residential and employment destinations within 
the city, and the northbound direction of Highway 
101 has good access for both entering and exiting 
traffi c. Access to and from the southbound direction 
of Highway 101, however, is more circuitous, as 
traffi c must circle back underneath the freeway to 
access on- and off-ramps.
The station will not be conveniently accessible from 
all parts of Rohnert Park, due to its location towards 
the northern edge of the city. Although development 
in the Northwest Specifi c Plan area, as well as some 
of the existing northern neighborhoods, will have 
relatively convenient vehicular access to the station.

STATION DESIGN CONCEPT
The station design concept enhances of the existing 
park-and-ride lot to meet the access needs of a 
SMART station. The design concept expands the 
existing park-and-ride lot to the north, adding 39 
spaces for a total of just under 200 spaces. Auto 
access to the site remains in the same location, 
with enhanced paving to allow pedestrians to move 
safely through the park-and-ride area.
The north-south bicycle/pedestrian route crosses 
Golf Course Drive at an enhanced street crossing, 
and continues on the west side of Roberts Lake Road 
as a Class I path. At the north end of the park-and-
ride lot, the path connects back to the right-of-way 
traveling north on the east side of the SMART tracks 
towards Santa Rosa. Cyclists accessing the station 
will be able to utilize sidwalks connecting to the rail 
platforms from Golf Course Drive and the bicycle/
pedestrian path north of the station. Bicycle parking 
options include bike racks underneath the Highway 
101 overcrossing at the north end of the station and 
bicycle lockers just south of the rail platforms.
Bus stops remain on the streets both east and west 
of the station site. Shuttle and van drop-off space 
can be located either on-site with the auto drop-off 
area or along Commerce Boulevard.

With the planned interchange improvements, there 
is long-term potential for Commerce Boulevard to 
become a busway adjacent to the SMART station.

The station design concept addresses the grade 
differential between the park-and-ride lot and the 
platforms with both stairs and ramps.

The north-south bicycle/pedestrian path will be 
routed around the park-and-ride lot to the SMART 
right-of-way.
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The existing topography creates a challenge for 
access from the parking and bus drop-off area to the 
platform, as the rails are 5 to 6 feet higher than the 
surrounding grade level. Ramps will provide ADA-
compliant access in addition to stairs giving access 
to the platforms.
With the potential reconstruction of the Highway 101 
interchange and the closure of Commerce Boulevard 
north of Golf Course Drive, the bus facilities west of 
the rail tracks could be expanded to utilize the entire 
right-of-way. The realignment of Roberts Lake Road 
and Commerce Boulevard per Caltransʼ most recent 
plans are shown dashed into the concept plan. The 
roadway realignments necessary for the project are 
not expected to have a major impact on the station 
design. But pedestrian and bicylce access from the 
north-south bicycle/pedestrian path through the 
redesigned Roberts Lake Road and Commerce 
Boulevard intersection are of special concern. 
Caltrans design work is expected to be fi nalized in 
the summer of 2004, and the concept plan will be 
revised to refl ect any major changes, if necessary.

NOTES
1. Schiermeyer Consulting Services. “SMART Cloverdale 

to San Rafael Commuter Rail Ridership and Revenue 
Forecast”. March 2002.

Station Concept Plan

Rohnert Park Station
Program Summary

Ridership ProjectionsRidership Projections1

Origin Trips/Day 298
Destination Trips/Day 344

Park-and-Ride Capacity
Desired (2020) 145 spaces
Planned (Concept Plan) 197 spaces
Excess Capacity (Gap) 52 spaces

Kiss-And-Ride Capacity 6 spaces

Transit Capacity
Bus (Off-Street) 0 bays
Shuttle 0 bays
Van 2 bays

Bicycle Parking Capacity
Bicycle Racks 6
Bicycle Lockers 8
Bicycle Station If Future Demand Warrants

0 50 100 200 400 feet N
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STATION LOCATION, LAND USE 
CONTEXT, AND RAIL ISSUES
ALTERNATIVE STATION LOCATIONS
The SMART station planning process started with 
three potential locations for a Petaluma “Second” 
Station in addition to the downtown station: Caulfi eld 
Lane, Rainier Avenue, and Corona Road.  Rainier 
was eliminated early in the process due to the lack 
of access to the station site and the lack of defi nitive 
City plans to provide access. The fi nal two locations 
were studied in greater detail. After initial study of 
the two station options, the Corona Road Station 
was selected for both rail operations and station 
programming reasons.

STATION LOCATION
The Corona Road Station is located at Corona Road 
between North McDowell Boulevard and Sonoma 
Mountain Parkway in a growing area of Petaluma. 
In the 1/2-mile station area, there is potential for 
transit-oriented redevelopment of several sites, 
signifi cant transit-oriented development to the 
northeast (approximately 100 acres), and the area 
also has a growing residential population. Signifi cant 
employment uses are located within a 1/2-mile 
walking distance and a 2-mile bicycling distance of 
the station. The site is well located in Petalumaʼs 
planned bicycle path network, and the accessibility 
of the site from the east side of the city was an 
important factor in site selection.

STATION SITE
There are two potential station sites, both of which 
are larger than station facilities will require, allowing 
for potential joint development of transit-supportive 
housing, offi ce, or retail uses. The fi rst alternative 
site is a 7.5+ acre site fronting on both North 
McDowell Boulevard and Corona Road. The site is 
identifi ed in the current Petaluma General Plan as a 
potential station site. The triangular site is currently 
in industrial usage. Historically, a whistlestop 
station—Crown Station—was located on the site, 
and 0.22 acres of the site are in SMART ownership.
The second potential station site is located on the 
east side of the SMART right-of-way just north of 
Corona Road. The 12+ acre site is currently used 
for agricultural purposes and is occupied by a 
single-family house. While the area is outside of the 
existing Petaluma Urban Growth Boundary, General 
Plan policies state that the area can be incorporated 
into the city and developed for transit-oriented 

CORONA ROAD STATION

Three potential “second” stations are identifi ed in 
the Petaluma General Plan

POTENTIAL SECOND PETALUMA
RAIL STATION LOCATIONS

LEGEND

POTENTIAL STATION SITE

CORONA STATAT TATA ION

RAINIER STATAT TATA ION

Station Labeling by CD+A
April 14, 2003

CAULFIELD STATAT TATA ION

Recent housing development in the Station Area

Corona Road looking south and west from the exist-
ing SMART property.
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The Caulfi eld Lane Station is included as a transit 
center location in the Central Petaluma Specifi c 
Plan, completed in 2003. Little design work was 
done for the station site itself, but the station area 
will be the focus for new mixed-use employment 
oriented uses as the former industrial area 
(currently largely vacant) redevelops. A new grid 
of streets is envisioned, and the planning work 
in the Specifi c Plan (including the adoption of a 
Smart Code for development regulations) will 
ensure new development is transit-supportive.
While the site is well located in terms of bus 
access, this would be a secondary purpose 
for this station,  since the Downtown Petaluma 
station is intended to act as the main bus transfer 
center in the city. 
Caltrans has explored the potential of adding new 
bus and HOV direct-access ramps to Hwy 101 
from the Caulfi eld Lane overpass as part of the 
Marin-Sonoma Narrows project.  These designs 
are still at a concept level, and it is unclear 
whether the ramps are feasible.

There are major concerns about the station site 
in terms of rail operations issues.  The station site 
is located less than 1 mile from the Downtown 
Petaluma station. This relatively short distance 
would increase running times for train service, 
and is seen as a signifi cant drawback to this 
location.
As the Specifi c Plan area develops, the increase 
in activity may generate the ridership that would 
warrant a SMART station. However, it is unlikely 
that the station would be able to meet the park-
and-ride capacity required of the “second” station 
within the transit-oriented context envisioned in 
the Specifi c Plan.
In the near term, uses in the vicinity of the 
Caulfi eld Lane Station will likely be served by 
shuttle from the Downtown Petaluma Station or 
via buses along Lakeville Highway. 

Central Petaluma Specifi c Plan Street Network and Land Use Diagram

CAULFIELD LANE STATION
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development purposes only. If a SMART station 
were to be constructed on either property, the owner 
would need to be economically reimbursed. This 
could occur either directly, by SMART purchasing an 
interest in the property, or through a combination of 
purchase and increased development entitlements 
for transit-oriented development on the remainder of 
the property not used for SMART facilities.

RAIL OPERATIONS
Regardless of the station site selected, the Corona 
Road Station is planned as a single-tracked station 
with one platform on the same side of the track as 
the station facilities.

STATION ACCESS
PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ACCESS
Pedestrian access in the station area is adequate. 
The station site at Corona Road and North McDowell 
Boulevard has good access from surrounding 

development. The other site would require 
pedestrian improvements along Corona Road, 
including sidewalks.
The station is located at the heart of the existing and 
planned bicycle network in this area of Petaluma, 
with existing Class II bike lanes on North McDowell 
Boulevard, Sonoma Mountain Parkway, and Maria 
Drive. Planned Class II lanes on Corona Road, 
Petaluma Boulevard, and Ely Road would improve 
connections signifi cantly within the 2-mile bicycling 
radius of the station. Class I paths in the area, both 
existing and planned would also have a signifi cant 
access benefi t to the station.
The north-south bicycle/pedestrian path is planned 
for the west side of the right-of-way south of Corona 
Road and the east side of the right-of-way to the 
north. In order to keep a direct a path of travel, the 
path should stay as close to the SMART right-of-way 
as possible.
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TRANSIT ACCESS
Both station sites are well served by existing transit 
routes, with both Petaluma Transit and Sonoma 
County Transit operating on North McDowell 
Boulevard. Existing Petaluma and Golden Gate 
routes could be extended to serve the station as well. 
The Alternative 1 site (at Corona Road and North 
McDowell Boulevard) functions slightly better from a 
transit perspective, as the confi guration of the site 
would allow transit vehicles to enter from McDowell 
and exit either direction onto Corona Road. Transit 
access to the Alternative 2 site would require more 
circuitous routing to provide on-site drop-off.

AUTOMOBILE ACCESS
While there is no direct access to Highway 101 from 
the site, the Old Redwood interchange is less than 
1 mile north of the site, and there is good access 
from both the east and west sides of Petaluma. 
The potential station sites are equally accessible by 
auto.

Preliminary ridership estimates did not include 
projections for the second Petaluma station. 
However, based on the initial forecasts, 
approximately 290 spaces were required for the city 
as a whole. Since the Downtown Petaluma Station 
will not function as a major park-and-ride facility, the 
Corona Road Station must accommodate signifi cant 
parking demand. Concept station programming has 
included provision of 200 park-and-ride spaces at 
this station. Both alternative sites have ample space 
to accommodate projected park-and-ride demand. 

STATION DESIGN CONCEPTS
ALTERNATIVE 1
This station design concept for the Corona Road 
Station is a simple one. An intersection on North 
McDowell Boulevard (probably including a new 
signal) gives access to the site. The entry street 
provides kiss-and-ride drop-off areas on both sides. 
A traffi c circle/turnaround gives access to the station, 
park-and-ride lot, and an access way parallels the 
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rail right-of-way and intersects with Corona Road. 
Only right-in/right-out access would be permitted 
atCorona Road due to potential confl icts with the US 
Postal Service distribution center and the proximity 
of both the McDowell intersection and the SMART 
tracks; a roundabout approximately 1/4-mile to the 
east will allow exiting traffi c to go west on Corona 
relatively easily. Bus pick-up and drop-off would be 
located along the Corona Road access way.
The concept design shows a total of about 200 
parking spaces to the south of the access drive 
from North McDowell Boulevard. Initial ridership 
projections call for approximately 160 spaces of 
park-and-ride capacity at this station (since this 
station is expected to take parking pressure off of 
the Downtown Petaluma station). This lot would 
provide parking for both the park-and-ride and a 
new commercial building fronting on the entry street. 
The building could accommodate transit-supportive 
retail, a bike station or some combination of the two. 
An additional access drive from McDowell to the 
lot (right-in/right-out only) would be located at the 
southern end of the site. An overfl ow parking lot of 
38 spaces would be located at the southern end of 
the site.
The platform is shown with an adjacent plaza 
space. The north-south bicycle/pedestrian path is 
routed between the plaza and the roadway, with 
four pedestrian crossing locations (one at each end 
and two in the middle). The path would crossCorona 
Road as close to the SMART right-of-way as 
possible, with enhanced crossing features such as 
in-pavement lights.
Due to the size of the site, all of the required station 
program can be accommodated in a relatively small 
portion of the site, there is the potential for a large 
(approximately 3.1 acre) site for joint development 
of housing, offi ce, and/or retail uses as well as a 
1/2-acre site adjacent to the park-and-ride lot. The 
primary TOD site would be located at the corner of 
North McDowell Boulevard and Corona Road, and 
could be a catalyst for additional development in the 
area.

ALTERNATIVE 2
The Alternative 2 site also allows for signifi cant 
fl exibility in accommodating station facilities and 
potential joint development. Access to the station 
is from an entry drive off of Corona Roan is located 
approximately halfway between the traffi c circle at 
Sonoma Mountain Parkway and the SMART right-
of-way. The north-south bicycle/pedestrian path 
is routed as close to the SMART right-of-way as 

The US Postal Service distribution center is an op-
portunity for shared parking at the station.

Alternative 1 station site from Corona Road looking 
south
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possible. The concept plan does not directly impact 
the existing residence on the site, although the 
site does provide attractive opportunities for joint 
development.
Parking could initially be provided on-site in a 
surface facility (as shown in the concept plan). In 
the long-term, parking could be provided in a facility 
shared with the US Postal Service distribution facility 
just west of the SMART right-of-way. 
A 200-space park-and-ride lot is located at the north 
end of the site, behind an auto turnaround and the 
small green or plaza. Transit-oriented development 
opportunities are to the east and north of the station 
site, oriented along a central north-south street and 
an east-west street connecting back to Peterson 
Road. In this option, approximately 8.0 acres are 
available for TOD.
A long-term shared parking agreement with the US  
Postal Service would free up additional space for 
transit-oriented development. At this point, over 10 
acres total would be available for TOD on the site.

NOTES
1. Schiermeyer Consulting Services. “SMART Cloverdale 

to San Rafael Commuter Rail Ridership and Revenue 
Forecast”. March 2002.

Corona Road Station
Program Summary

Ridership ProjectionsRidership Projections1

Origin Trips/Day T.B.D.
Destination Trips/Day T.B.D.

Park-and-Ride Capacity
Desired (2020) 200 spaces
Planned (Concept Plan) 200 spaces
Excess Capacity (Gap) 0 spaces

Kiss-And-Ride Capacity 6 spaces

Transit Capacity
Bus (Off-Street) 2 bays
Shuttle 0 bays
Van 4 bays

Bicycle Parking Capacity
Bicycle Racks 6
Bicycle Lockers 8
Bicycle Station If Future Demand Warrants
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STATION LOCATION, LAND USE 
CONTEXT, AND RAIL ISSUES
STATION LOCATION
The North Novato Station is located on a narrow 
strip of land between the SMART right-of-way and 
Redwood Boulevard, just north of the Atherton 
Avenue interchange with Highway 101, and just 
south of Rush Landing Road. It is one of two 
stations in the city selected from six potential station 
locations initially reviewed by the City of Novato. 
The primary role of the North Novato Station is 
as a destination station for the employment uses 
surrounding the site, including the Firemanʼs Fund 
Insurance complex just west of the site, with over 
2,000 employees. Secondary roles for the station 
include a park-and-ride function that is limited by 
the space available for station facilities, and as a 
bus-rail transit transfer location. The station may 
also function as an origin station for residents to the 
south of San Marin Drive and Atherton Avenue.
Across Redwood Boulevard from the site, in addition 
to the Firemanʼs Fund site, there are several other 
major employment uses. Rush Landing Road, 
north of the site, also has signifi cant employment 
uses. There is also the potential for an expansion 
of employment uses in the area, with a new offi ce 
development north of the station site and the 
potential for infi ll development on the Firemanʼs 
Fund site. Further intensifi cation of the area may 
necessitate the widening of Redwood Boulevard 
through the station area. The potential widening 
of Redwood Boulevard has already been analyzed 
through the traffi c analysis for the proposed San 
Marin Business Park development just north of the 
station site.
While there are limited residential uses within the 
1/2-mile station area, there are several residential 
neighborhoods further to the south on both sides 
of Highway 101. A large portion of the station area 
on the east side of Highway 101 is open space 
preserve, and includes trails and wetlands. Access 
to these areas, while likely not a major source of 
ridership, is still a benefi t of this station location. The 
Rush Creek Preserve is the closest regional open 
space area to a SMART station. 

STATION SITE
The station site is a narrow strip of land between 
Redwood Boulevard and the SMART right-of-
way. The distance between the centerline of 
the rail alignment and the eastern edge of the 

NORTH NOVATO STATION

The station site, looking north towards the Highway 
101 overcrossing, is a long, narrow piece of land.

Redwood Boulevard (with station at right) provides 
the main access to the station site.
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North Novato is one of six station sites that have 
been considered in the City of Novato
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Redwood Boulevard right-of-way varies between 
approximately 95 feet and 115 feet. Redwood 
Boulevard climbs steeply south to the intersection 
with San Marin Drive/Atherton Avenue, and the 
embankment decreases the usable area of the 
station site. Rush Landing Road forms the northern 
border of the station site. The northern half of the 
site is relatively fl at and the entire width of the site 
can be used for station facilities.

RAIL OPERATIONS ISSUES
The SMART right-of-way is extremely narrow at this 
location (only 50 feet), meaning the station will have 
only a single track, with a west-side platform.

STATION ACCESS
The narrow station site creates some access 
constraints, particularly in providing the desired 
level of improvements for all modes: pedestrians, 
bicycles, autos, and buses.

PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ACCESS
Existing pedestrian connections to the station are 
adequate. There are few barriers to pedestrian 
circulation in the area, although the grade of 
Redwood Boulevard and segments of the road north 
of San Marin Drive that presently lack sidewalks are 
issues within the station area. Sidewalks should 
be added here as some riders may choose to 
walk to the employment uses north of the station, 
such as the Birkenstock offi ce complex. There is 
the potential to improve pedestrian connections 
in the area, including a connection from Redwood 
Boulevard to the Firemanʼs Fund site and improved 
pedestrian connections across the SMART right-of-
way from Binford Road.
Bicycle access in the area is good, with existing 
Class II bicycle lanes on San Marin Drive and 
Redwood Boulevard south of San Marin Drive, 
and bicycle routes designated on several streets 
including Redwood Boulevard north of San Marin 
Drive. 
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The north-south biclycle/pedestrian path is routed 
along the right-of-way both north and south of the 
station, on the west side of the rail tracks. The path 
has the potential to tie into the existing bicycle 
network in the station area, but the routing of the 
path through the station site is an important feature 
of the station design due to the narrow width of the 
site. This is discussed on the following pages.

TRANSIT ACCESS
Transit service at the North Novato Station will 
consist of Golden Gate Transit bus service and local 
shuttle service. Preliminary estimates, based on 
existing service patterns and an analysis of potential 
future routing, call for three off-street bus bays and 
several van/shuttle bays. A recent planning effort 
by Marin County Transit, aimed at improving bus 
service in the county over the long term, identifi ed 
the North Novato Station as a potential site for a 
new bus transfer center similar to—but smaller 
than—the Bettini Transfer Center in downtown San 
Rafael.1 The planning study looked at the possibility 

of shifting to a two-tiered transit service model 
where local buses would connect to the regional 
through routes and potential SMART rail service. 
These two tiers of bus service would come together 
at new transit centers. The planned SMART stations 
in Novato were identifi ed as potential locations for 
new transfer facilities. If this reorganization of bus 
service is implemented, transit service at the North 
Novato Station will need to be revisited, since space 
constraints on the site would limit the potential for 
this volume of transit activity.
Recent planning work by Caltrans as part of the 
Marin-Sonoma Narrows Project has explored the 
possibility of locating bus and HOV direct-access 
ramps at the Atherton interchange. This would 
probably require the creation of an additional 
interchange north of Rush Landing Road, but 
several options are still under consideration. Direct-
access ramps would improve bus circulation, and 
could provide the potential for a full bus transfer 
center at this location. While a transfer center on the 
scale of the Bettini Center in downtown San Rafael 

Station Area Access Diagram
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would not be possible due to the size of the station 
parcel, bus transfer activity can be accommodated 
both on- and off-street, utilizing Redwood Boulevard 
for some bus activity.
Employer-based van and shuttle service is another 
potential transit function of this station. Offi ce 
developments just outside of the 1/2-mile station 
area could supply shuttles to employees, and 
larger residential developments in Novato could 
provide similar services. While the volume of vans 
and shuttles is not expected to be extremely high, 
accommodating the forecast demand is an important 
consideration of the station design.

AUTOMOBILE ACCESS
The North Novato Station site is highly accessible 
for auto users. Primary auto access is from 
Redwood Boulevard, which is accessible from both 
Atherton Avenue and San Marin Drive. These two 
roads connect with Highway 101 and are important 
arterials linking all parts of Novato. Auto levels of 
service are good (LOS A and B) in the vicinity of the 
station, and the station is not expected to have a 
signifi cant impact on circulation in the area. Future 
offi ce development north of the station site could 
trigger the widening of Redwood Boulevard with 
an additional lane in the southbound direction. This 
widening could necessitate the use of retaining walls 
to support the east side of Redwood Boulevard in 
order to minimize the impact to the SMART station 
site.
SMART has made alternative modes of access a 
priority in station area planning and station design, 
some of the park-and-ride demand at the North 
Novato Station will need to be accommodated either 
in overfl ow parking areas in the immediate station 
area or at other stations with greater potential for 
park-and-ride provision (such as South Novato 
Station). Preliminary ridership forecasts dictate the 
need for approximately 105 spaces at the station. 
This quantity will be diffi cult to accommodate on-
site, but potential overfl ow parking areas include 
Wood Hollow Drive, just north of the station site, 
and along Binford Road on the east side of Highway 
101. These areas should ensure all projected 
parking demand can be accommodated within 1/4 
mile of the station.

Pedestrian access to the Firemanʼs Fund site 
would require a connection across this area of 
undeveloped land

Binford Road, on the east side of Highway 101 
and the SMART right-of-way, has the potential to 
provide overfl ow park-and-ride space and access 
to regional open space.

Some on-site park-and-ride will be provided south 
of the access drive.
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Station Concept Design

STATION DESIGN CONCEPT
The station design concept shows the station 
organized around a central access drive that 
provides the primary access for all modes. The entry 
drive off of Redwood Boulevard forms a four-legged 
intersection with the driveway to an offi ce building 
across the street. 
Approximately 40 long-term park-and-ride spaces 
are located to the south of the entry drive and an 
additional 24 long-term spaces are located to the 
north along Redwood Boulevard. Kiss-and-ride curb 
space, bus, and shuttle bays are provided on the 
eastern (station) side of the access way. These bus 
and shuttle bays could also be augmented with on-
street bays as needed. The plan accounts for the 
potential future widening of Redwood Boulevard, 
and the concept plan shows where the new curbs 
would be located; the widening would reduce the 
parking capacity along the northern portion of the 
access way.
The north-south bicycle/pedestrian path runs through 
the station site between the rail platform and the 
bus and auto drop-off areas. Pedestrian crossings 
at key points (one at each end of the platform and 
one in the middle) give access across the path to the 
platforms and vice versa. This relationship between 
bicycle paths and rail platforms has been safely 
implemented in other railroad systems, but will 
require special design attention to address potential 
confl icts between bicyclists and pedestrians.
A controlled pedestrian crossing at the north end of 
the platform gives access across the rail tracks to 
Binford Road, which could provide some overfl ow 

long-term parking capacity. This crossing also 
gives access to the regional open space areas 
west of Highway 101. Additional overfl ow parking 
potential exists on Wood Hollow Drive (just north 
of the station site on the west side of Redwood 
Boulevard). Pedestrian access is also shown to the 
Firemanʼs Fund site, and the site has the potential 
to provide additional parking for SMART patrons or 
the potential for infi ll development oriented towards 
the SMART station.

North Novato Station
Program Summary

Ridership Projections2

Origin Trips/Day 200
Destination Trips/Day 368

Park-and-Ride Capacity (On-Site)
Desired (2020) 105 spaces
Planned (Concept Plan) 64 spaces
Excess Capacity (Gap)3 (41 spaces)

Kiss-And-Ride Capacity 6 spaces

Transit Capacity
Bus (Off-Street) 3 bays
Shuttle 0 bays
Van 2 bays

Bicycle Parking Capacity
Bicycle Racks 6
Bicycle Lockers 8
Bicycle Station If Future Demand Warrants

N 0 50 100 200 400 feet
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3. Approximately 90 overfl ow parking spaces could 
be accommodated along Binford Road and 
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STATION LOCATION, LAND USE 
CONTEXT, AND RAIL ISSUES
STATION LOCATION
The South Novato Station is located toward the 
southern end of Novato, just southeast of the 
intersection of Bel Marin Keys Boulevard/Ignacio 
Boulevard and Nave Drive. It is one of two stations in 
the city selected from six potential station locations 
initially reviewed by the City of Novato. The South 
Novato Station serves two primary roles in the 
SMART system, as a park-and-ride station and 
as a destination station for the Bel Marin Keys 
employment area.  The station will also function 
as an origin station for users from the residential 
neighborhoods west of Hwy 101 and the adjacent 
Los Robles Mobile Home Park, with 400 residents. 
However, access from these areas to the station 
must be improved, particularly for pedestrian and 
bicycle users. A key advantage of the station site is 
that SMART owns a 1.3 acre freight siding adjacent 
to the right-of-way.
There is some potential for infi ll development around 
the station area.  One area of special interest is 
the old Nave Lanes Bowling Alley site, just south 
of the station site. Albertsons has recently begun 
construction of a new grocery store on the site. 
Access to and coordinated planning with the 
adjacent Los Robles Mobile Home Park is a key 
element of this station. Improved connections from 
the station to the employment uses to the east and 
residential and commercial uses to the west are an 
important consideration in station design. There is 
also the potential to improve bicycle and pedestrian 
connections to the Hamilton Field residential 
neighborhood south of the station area via the 
planned north-south bicycle/pedestrian path.

STATION SITE
The station site is large enough to most of the 
station functions by utilizing the Roblar Drive right-
of-way north of the entry to the Los Robles Mobile 
Home Park. The station concept design expands the 
station site to include the 0.7 acre strip commercial 
development east of the station site as well, 
extending the station south to the Nave Drive/Roblar 
Drive intersection. If necessary, the additional site 
area could be incorporated into the station at a later 
date with either a transit-supportive use—it currently 
has auto-oriented uses—or an expansion of station 
functions.

SOUTH NOVATO STATION
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South Novato is one of six potential station sites in 
the City of Novato

The station site from the Bel Marin Keys 
overcrossing

View towards Bel Marin Keys overcrossing from 
existing SMART rail alignment
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Station Area Access and Land Use Context Diagram

The station site is at a considerably lower grade 
than Bel Marin Keys Boulevard. The road crosses 
the SMART right-of-way on an elevated structure, 
approximately 25-30 feet above the existing rail 
tracks. Nave Drive descends quickly to be level 
with the rail tracks at Roblar Drive; the grade just 
meets ADA accessibility requirements. An existing 
stairway connects Roblar Drive to the Bel Marin 
Keys Boulevard overpass. This stairway will likely 
require upgrades in order to be utilized in the 
SMART station.

RAIL OPERATIONS ISSUES
Preliminary rail engineering calls for double-tracking 
through the station area, with a new siding east of 
the existing mainline track and both east and west 
side station platforms. There are no anticipated 
issues related to a double-tracked crossing of Roblar 
Drive or double-tracking underneath the existing Bel 
Marin Keys Boulevard overcrossing.

STATION ACCESS
PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ACCESS
Pedestrian and bicycle connections from the South 
Novato Station to the Ignacio/Bel Marin Keys 
overpass are the key access issues at this station. 
The steep grades make these crucial connections 
diffi cult, especially for ADA access to and from 
surrounding development. There may be some 
potential for an accessible pedestrian connection 
from the east side of the SMART right-of-way to 
Bel Marin Keys Boulevard along the northern edge 
of the mobile home park. This recommendation will 
be forwarded into the next phase of engineering and 
design of the SMART system.
Bicycle circulation in the station area is good, with 
a number of existing bicycle lanes and planned 
improvements. Ignacio Boulevard and Bel Marin 
Keys Boulevard have existing Class II bicycle lanes, 
as do Nave Drive and Enfrente Road. Alameda Del 
Prado, located east of the station, is a designated 
bicycle route. 

�

��������� ������� ��������

���� ������������

��� ���� ������� ��������

������

������� ����������

����� ���

����� ������ �����������

������ ������ �����������

�������� ����� ����������� ��������� ����� �����������

����������������

�����������

���� �����

����������

������

��������� ��� ����

������ ������
� ���� �� ���������� ���������� ��� ���� �����������
���������� ���� ����

� ��������� �� ������ ������� ������ ���� ��������� ����
� �������� �������� ��� �������������

���� ��� ������
� ��������� ��� ������ ����������� �� ������� �����
���������� ���� �����

� ������� ��������� ��� ���� ����������� ���������� �����
�����������

����� ���������� ������
� ����� �������������� ������� ���� ���� ���������

������

��������
�����������
�����������

��������
�����������
�����������

����� ������ �������
������ ��� ���� ��� �������

������� ������� ��������

������ ���� �������
���� �� ����������� ����
������ ���� �������
���� �� ����������� ����

������ ������
��� ��� ���������
������ ������
��� ��� ���������

��������� ��� ������
������ � �����������
��������� �� ������� ����

��������� ��� ������
������ � �����������
��������� �� ������� ����

�����������
��������� ����
�����������
��������� ����

�������� ���������� �
���������� ��������
�������� ���������� �
���������� ��������

�������� �����
���� �����������
�������������

�������� �����
���� �����������
�������������

N



Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit—Station Planning 3
Station Design Report—South Novato Station
March 2004—DRAFT For Discussion Purposes Only

��� ��� ������� ��� ����

��� ����������� ��������

��� ��� ������� ��� ����

��������
�������� ������
��������
�������� ������

��� ���� �������� ���� �����

��� ���� �������� ���� �����

������� ������
��� ���������
��������� �����

������� ������
��� ���������
��������� �����

��� ������
������ ����

����

���
���� �����
�������
�����

���� �����

�

��������� ������� ��������

���� ������������

��� ���� ������� ��������

�����������

������������������ ����

��������� ��� ����� ���� � ��� ����

��� ��� ����

������

����� ������ �������
������� ������ �������

������� ������� ��������

Station Area Access Diagram

The north-south bicycle/pedestrian path is routed 
directly through the station site. From the south, at 
Hamilton Drive, the trail moves from the SMART 
right-of-way to the existing bicycle lanes on Nave 
Drive. At the station, the path crosses back over 
the tracks at Roblar Drive and continues north on 
the eastern side of the rail right-of-way. The route 
of the path through the station site is an important 
consideration in station design. Through bicyclists 
have different needs than bicyclists accessing 
the station platforms. In addition, confl its between 
bicyclists and autos must be minimized.
Bicycle activity at the station is not projected to be 
signifi cant enough to warrant an attended bicycle 
facility. However, a variety of bicycle parking options, 
including racks and lockers should be provided at the 
site. A minimum of eight bicycle lockers should be 
provided, with at least as many bicycle racks, ideally 
in a weather-protected location. The expanded site 
option provides enough site area to allow for an 
attended bicycle parking facility should there be 
enough demand in the future.

TRANSIT ACCESS
Transit service at the South Novato Station willbe 
provided primarily by Golden Gate Transit with 
the possibility for some private shuttle service. 
Preliminary estimates, based on existing service 
patterns, call for four off-street bus bays, in addition 
to the existing on-street bay on Nave Drive. A recent 
planning effort by Marin County Transit, aimed at 
improving bus service in the county over the long term, 
identifi ed the South Novato Station as a potential site 
for a new bus transfer center similar to—but smaller 
than—the Bettini Transfer Center in downtown San 
Rafael.1 The planning study looked at  the possibility 
of shifting to a two-tiered transit service model where 
local buses would connect to the regional through 
routes and potential SMART rail service. These two 
tiers of bus service would come together at new 
transit centers. The planned SMART stations in 
Novato were identifi ed as potential locations for new 
transfer facilities. If this reorganization of bus service 
is implemented, there could be a need for more 
bus bays at the South Novato Station. Bus access 
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to the site is slightly circuitous due to the current 
confi guration of the Highway 101 interchanges, 
especially in the southbound direction. This may 
inhibit the potential for an effective transit transfer 
center in the long term.
Shuttle service based at the station could serve 
both area workers and residents. Employee 
shuttles will play an important role in linking riders 
to their fi nal destinations, as area workers will 
constitute a signifi cant portion of the the stationʼs 
ridership. Similarly, shuttles from large residential 
developments (such as Hamilton Field) could share 
access to the station. There is also the potential for 
accomodating destination-based shuttle trips such 
as the Marin Airporter, which currently has a pick-up 
location nearby at Hamilton Field.

AUTOMOBILE ACCESS
Automobile access to the station is fairly easy. The 
primary automobile approach is from Nave Drive. 
Access to and from northbound Hwy 101 is directly 
onto Nave Drive just north of the Roblar Drive 
intersection. Access to southbound Highway 101 is 
from Ignacio Drive, a primary route for residential-
based trips from other parts of Novato. Auto levels of 
service are good (LOS A and B) in the vicinity of the 
station, and levels should not be heavily impacted 
by projected SMART vehicle access demand (all 
intersections functioning at LOS C or higher). 
Preliminary ridership forecasts dictate the provision 
of about 62 park-and-ride spaces at the station. 
However, to effi ciently maximize parking where 
feasible, additional park-and-ride spaces are 
recommended. Curb kiss-and-ride spaces will be 
required as well. Six spaces should be suffi cient to 
meet anticipated demand for curb drop-off.

View looking south towards future platform locations  
with Nave Drive in background

Bicycle and pedestrian access to and from the Bel 
Marin Keys overcrossing is a key issue

There is a potential for a pedestrian connection to 
Bel Marin Keys Blvd. along the north edge of the 
existing Los Robles mobile home park.
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STATION DESIGN CONCEPT
The station design concept shows an expanded 
station area incorporating the existing commercial 
property at the south end of the block. The platforms 
begin adjacent to Roblar Drive and extend 400 feet 
north. Controlled pedestrian crossings would be 
installed at both ends of the platforms. Pedestrian 
ramps provide access from Nave Drive to the 
southbound platform. The lesser grade differential 
at this end of the site makes this connection easier 
than connections at the north end of the site. Bicycle 
access is primarily from Roblar Drive. Through 
bicycle traffi c is routed along the street and between 
the park-and-ride lot and the mobile home park. 
Additional connections link the bicycle/pedestrian 
path to the north end of the station platform and out 
to Bel Marin Keys Boulevard along a new accessible 
pathway.
Station access for cars and buses is organized 
around a loop from Roblar Drive. Access is 
confi gured to work with the existing access point 
to Los Robles mobile home park. The expanded 
site allows for several important features. First, the 
width of the site facilitates a comfortable relationship 
between people accessing the trains and those 
accessing other transportation modes. The plaza 
space could include ancillary commercial uses, or, 
if demand warranted, an attended bicycle facility. 
Second, the expanded site accomodates effi cient 
transit and drop-off access. Due to the wider turning 
radius of transit vehicles, buses and shuttles would 
stop adjacent to the plaza, with kiss-and-ride access 
along a wide median. Finally, the site confi guration 

allows for a more effi cient park-and-ride lot, 
accommodating up to 102 spaces. 
There is some potential with this concept plan for 
future transit-oriented development on the northern 
end of the old Nave Lanes Bowling Alley site, 
currently being redeveloped as a grocery store. 
Transit-oriented retail or mixed-use development 
would be potential uses on the site.

South Novato Station
Program Summary

Ridership ProjectionsRidership Projections2

Origin Trips/Day 89
Destination Trips/Day 180

Park-and-Ride Capacity
Desired (2020) 62 spaces
Planned (Concept Plan) 102 spaces
Excess Capacity (Gap) 40 spaces

Kiss-And-Ride Capacity 6 spaces

Transit Capacity
Bus (Off-Street) 4 bays
Shuttle 0 bays
Van 2 bays

Bicycle Parking Capacity
Bicycle Racks 6
Bicycle Lockers 8
Bicycle Station If Future Demand Warrants

Station Concept Plan

N
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NOTES
1. Marin County Transit District and Nelson\Nygaard 

Consulting Associates. “Marin Bus Transit Futures”. 
Technical Memoranda #1 & #2. June 2003.

2. Schiermeyer Consulting Services. “SMART Cloverdale 
to San Rafael Commuter Rail Ridership and Revenue 
Forecast”. March 2002.
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STATION LOCATION, LAND USE 
CONTEXT, AND RAIL ISSUES
STATION LOCATION
The Civic Center Station is located north of the 
Marin County Civic Center on the west side of Civic 
Center Drive, just east of Merrydale Road. The 
station platforms cross under Highway 101, which 
passes over the SMART right-of-way, approximately 
22 feet above the existing tracks. The San Pedro 
Road and Freitas Parkway interchanges are located 
approximately 1/2-mile to the south and north, 
respectively, providing high quality access with 
Highway 101. The rail station site is within a 2,700-
foot walking distance from the Marin County Civic 
Center.
The 1/2-mile station area has a mix of residential, 
retail, employment,  and major civic uses. Residential 
uses predominate south of the station site, with 
some additional residential development north and 
west of the site. Commercial and institutional uses 
predominate west of the station. Further to the north 
is a cluster of employment uses. The Northgate 
Mall is a potential mixed-use infi ll focal point in this 
neighborhood. The City is currently updating its 
General Plan to further defi ne future land uses in 
the area. 

STATION SITE
The station site is a currently vacant area owned 
by Marin County. The site accommodates various 
uses throughout the year, such as Christmas tree 
sales in November and December. The County 
is currently beginning a master planning process 
that will determine the long-range vision for the 
Civic Center area. Regardless of the outcome of 
the master plan process, a SMART station in this 
location is feasible.

STATION LOCATION
Initial rail operations will be accommodate by a 
single-track with a south-side platform, with the 
long-range potential for a second track north of the 
existing main line. However, it is not yet determined 
if this confi guration would lead to a two-platform 
station.

STATION ACCESS
PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ACCESS
Primary pedestrian access to the station is along 
Civic Center Drive on the east side of Highway 101, 
connecting to the Civic Center to the south and the 

CIVIC CENTER STATION

The station area has various natural features in ad-
dition to a mix of employment and residential uses

View looking west towards station site and Highway 
101 overcrossing from Civic Center Drive

Civic Center Drive connects the station to the Marin 
County Civic Center
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offi ce and residential uses to the north. From the 
west side of Highway 101, pedestrian access from 
surrounding areas is via Merrydale Road both north 
and south of the SMART right-of-way. This road, 
however, does not have an existing crossing of the 
rail line, and California Public Utilities Commission 
(PUC) practices suggest that a new surface rail 
crossing will likely not be allowed.
Bicycle access to the station is adequate, but steep 
grades in the surrounding area limit the potential for 
the site to be a major bicycle access point. West of 
the station, the north-south bicycle/pedestrian path 
has been planned to be on the south side of the 
SMART right-of-way before moving to the McInnis 
Parkway east of Civic Center Drive. Due to the space 
constraints underneath the existing Highway 101 
overcrossing, a realignment of the path on the north 
side of the SMART right-of-way is recommended. 
While this alignment would have to be reconsidered 
if a second station track is added in the future, in the 
short-term aligning the bicycle/pedestrian path north 
of the main line tracks will minimize the impacts to 

the existing Highway 101 overcrossing structure and 
embankments. The realignment of the north-south 
bicycle/pedestrian path should preserve the existing 
pedestrian crossing at Las Gallinas for access 
purposes.
The City of San Rafael has completed the North San 
Rafael Promenade Vision Concept Plan outlining 
bicycle and pedestrian access improvements from 
North San Pedro Road to the Terra Linda Shopping 
Center. The route through the Civic Center area uses 
Civic Center Drive, then crosses under Highway 101 
along the SMART right-of-way and continues north 
along Merrydale Road. The recommended shift of 
the SMART bicycle/pedestrian path to the north of 
the tracks further support the Promenade Vision.

TRANSIT ACCESS
Four Golden Gate Transit bus lines pass the site. 
However, the station is not considered a primary 
location for bus-train transfers, and off-street bus 
bays will not be required for buses to lay over. A 
more important transit function of the station will 
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likely be provided by employer-based shuttles. The 
County and other major employers in the vicinity of 
the station could provide shuttles to improve access 
to the train for their employees. Off-street loading 
areas for shuttles will be a requirement for the 
station.

AUTOMOBILE ACCESS
Auto access to the station will be confi ned to Civic 
Center Drive. The station is forecast to have a limited 
need for park-and-ride capacity, with initial ridership 
numbers predicting a demand for just over 60 spaces. 
There is the potential to provide additional parking 
at the site, which may be necessary depending 
on revised ridership numbers and the potential for 
SMART riders to park at the Civic Center Station 
rather than the Downtown San Rafael Station, where 
parking provision will be constrained.

CONCEPT DESIGN
The station concept design extends the platform 
400 feet west from Civic Center Drive reaching 

underneath the Highway 101 over crossing almost to 
Merrydale Road. The platform terminates in a small 
plaza adjacent to Civic Center Drive which serves 
as a waiting area for passengers. The North-South 
Bicycle/Pedestrian Path runs along the north side of 
the right-of-way and connects to an improved Civic 
Center Drive/McInnis Parkway intersection in order 
to get users safely to the on-street bike lanes and 
sidewalks along McInnis Parkway.
Also connecting to the intersection is a drop-off loop 
for shuttles and kiss-and-ride auto drop-off. There is 
ample capacity in the loop for anticipated demand 
for both modes. Bus pull-outs along Civic Center 
Drive accommodate Golden Gate Transit buses 
stopping at the station, as well as adjacent space for 
passengers to wait.
At the southern end of the station site is a park-and-
ride lot with capacity for 133 stalls. This confi guration 
is seen as a maximum site potential for park-and-
ride use. This aspect of the concept plan will need to 
be revisited when more detailed ridership projections 
are available, and as the County proceeds with its 
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master planning for this area. This parking could also 
allow for shared parking with the adjacent County 
Civic Center auditorium and fairgrounds area.

NOTES
1. Schiermeyer Consulting Services. “SMART Cloverdale 

to San Rafael Commuter Rail Ridership and Revenue 
Forecast”. March 2002.

Station Concept Plan

Civic Center Station
Program Summary

Ridership ProjectionsRidership Projections1

Origin Trips/Day 164
Destination Trips/Day 439

Park-and-Ride Capacity
Desired (2020) 56 spaces
Planned (Concept Plan) 133 spaces
Excess Capacity (Gap) 77 spaces

Kiss-And-Ride Capacity 6 spaces

Transit Capacity
Bus (Off-Street) 0 bays
Shuttle 4 bays
Van 2 bays

Bicycle Parking Capacity
Bicycle Racks 6
Bicycle Lockers 8
Bicycle Station If Future Demand Warrants

Pedestrians already utilize the area around the sta-
tion to connect to various destinations.
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STATION LOCATION, LAND USE 
CONTEXT, AND RAIL ISSUES
STATION LOCATION
The Downtown San Rafael Station is an important 
station both in terms of its transit function, as a major 
transfer point between bus and train service, and in 
terms of its location adjacent to the intense, mixed-
use context of downtown San Rafael. The station 
is located between 3rd and 4th Streets to the north 
and south, and Tamalpais Avenue and Heatherton 
Street to the east and west.  The site is just north 
of the existing C. Paul Bettini Transit Center that 
serves as a major transfer point for bus service in 
Marin County. The station also has good access to 
the Highway 101 directly east of Heatherton Street.
The core of downtown San Rafael is to the west of 
the station site, and 4th Street is the primary retail 
corridor of the downtown area. The area is a key 
employment and entertainment destination for both 
Marin and Sonoma Counties, and also contains 
a signifi cant quantity of residential units. Directly 
east of the station site and Highway 101 is another 
employment and residential district that can provide 
important ridership for the station, provided good 
pedestrian and bicycle connections underneath the 
freeway.  The bulk of the Canal District is beyond 
easy walking distance, but the District has high 
levels of bus transit ridership, making the station 
accessible to many Canal District residents.

STATION SITE
The SMART right-of-way is approximately 60 feet 
wide and runs from 4th Street to 3rd Street, between 
the eastern and western segments of Tamalpais 
Avenue. The Whistlestop is an important senior 
service center providing meals, transportation, 
and activities. Whistlestop abuts the western side 
of the station and currently utilizes a portion of the 
SMART right-of-way for shuttle pick-up and drop-
off as well as parking access. Vehicle loading is 
a key component of the operations of the center, 
as the majority of clients access the site via the 
shuttle service. Whistlestop also currently utilizes 35 
parking spaces on SMART property accessed from 
the eastern segment of Tamalpais Avenue. A bank 
building with a parking-lot and drive-through access 
to 3rd Street is located between Tamalpais Avenue 
and Heatherton Street. The building is currently 
occupied by Citibank.
A major issue in the design of the station is fi nding 
a safe, convenient solution to potential access 

DOWNTOWN SAN RAFAEL STATION

View north towards 4th Street from station site

The Bettini Transit Center is the major bus transfer 
center in Marin County.

View south towards 3rd Street from station site with 
historic train depot (currently Whistlestop) at right.
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confl icts between pedestrians, bicycles, autos, 
buses, and the train.  3rd Street and Heatherton 
both carry heavy traffi c today. The volumes on 
3rd Street make safe transfers from the existing 
bus transfer center to an eventual SMART station 
a challenge, and maintaining traffi c fl ow along 3rd 
Street is also important. The 4th Street corridor is the 
major commercial corridor in downtown San Rafael, 
and also a major bus and bicycle route.  The north 
end of the station site, at 4th Street will provide direct 
connections to the core of the downtown area.

RAIL ISSUES
The station is planned as a double-tracked station 
with rail platforms on both sides. The double-track 
continues south of the station site through the 
existing transit center before returning to a single-
track alignment south of 2nd Street. This double-
track alignment has some impacts on the existing 
bus transfer center. Two existing bus bays, the 
existing taxi stand, and some existing bike parking 
will be lost. The station design includes mitigations 
for these impacts.

STATION ACCESS
PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ACCESS
Pedestrian safety and circulation is a key concern in 
station planning and is particularly important for this 
station. A large number of train riders are expected 
to access the station by foot or bike. High volumes 
of pedestrians will likely access the station along 
3rd and 4th Streets, from both the east and west 
of the station. In addition, especially high fl ows are 
expected to cross from the Bettini Transit Center to 
the SMART station across 3rd Street when ever a 
train arrives.
Several options exist for improving the pedestrian 
safety of 3rd Street crossings. The existing 
crosswalks at Heatherton Street and Tamalpais 
Avenue could be improved through further striping, 
pedestrian crossing signals, and in-pavement 
lighting. However, there is some concern that 
jaywalking across 3rd Street will be attractive 
due to the relatively narrow width of the street 
(approximately 36 feet from curb to curb). Another 
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possibility would be to create a signalized mid-block 
crossing on the east edge of the rail crossing of 
3rd Street. This would allow pedestrians to directly 
access the SMART station from the Bettini Transit 
Center and vice versa. It would also allow for some 
additional queueing space on Heatherton Street by 
reconfi guring the existing crossings of Heatherton 
and 3rd Streets and adding an additional right-turn 
lane on Heatherton Street. However, mid-block 
crossings are not currently permitted by City of San 
Rafael policy. A third alternative would be to construct 
a new underground crossing of 3rd Street from the 
existing Bettini Transit Center to the SMART station, 
removing the need for pedestrians to wait at traffi c 
signals to cross. While an undercrossing would help 
pedestrians quickly access waiting buses and/or 
trains, such facilities are notorious maintenance 
problems and elevator access is expensive both 
in terms of initial construction and maintenance. In 
addition, undercrossings are often underutilized, 
meaning improvements to existing surface crossings 
would likely still be necessary.

The north-south bicycle/pedestrian path has a 
complicated route as it enters the station area.  In 
Phase I, the route is planned for Lincoln Avenue all 
through downtown. In Phase II, the path is routed 
along the rail right-of-way as far as Francisco 
Boulevard.  It then follows Francisco Boulevard 
to the intersection with Tamalpais Avenue at 2nd 
Street.  A bike route or bike lanes will be provided 
on Tamalpais Avenue between 2nd Street and 4th 
Street, adjacent to and connecting with the station. 
The bicycle lanes shift to the east and continue 
on Tamalpais with the rail right of way turnning 
in the middle of the street as far north as Mission 
Avenue and further north. There have been long-
term suggestions for an underground portion of 
the bicycle/pedestrian path through downtown 
San Rafael connecting to the SMART station and 
avoiding the heavily traffi cked surface streets that 
are often too narrow for adequate bicycle facilities.1
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TRANSIT ACCESS
There is a high level of transit access to the station 
as the Bettini Transit Center serves the majority of 
Golden Gate bus routes that serve Marin County. 
Since the second rail track through the Bettini Transit 
Center will displace two bus bays, consideration must 
be given to replacing these bays. However, since 
SMART service will likely increase bus ridership, 
it makes sense to expand bus stop capacity in the 
area. An expanded bus transit center on the same 
block as the SMART station would be possible if the 
existing Citibank building property is added to the 
station site.
There are several options for the design of a new 
transit center between 3rd and 4th streets to the 
east of the SMART right of way. One option would 
provide access from 3rd Street and exiting onto 4th 
street, with several bus bays, as well as space for 
SMART kiss-and-ride and taxi service. This option, 
however, would have an impact on 3rd Street, which 
already has a high level of traffi c. Another option 
would be for the transit center to circulate internally 
with all access from 4th Street. 4th Street is currently 
a primary corridor for buses accessing locations to 
the west of San Rafael. These buses currently must 
take a circuitous route to the Bettini Transit Center. 
This option would also remove curb cuts on 3rd 
Street, reducing potential turning movements and 
generally avoiding impacts to traffi c congestion.

AUTOMOBILE ACCESS
Auto access to the station is constrained. Although 
the station is close to existing on- and off-ramps 
from Highway 101, the surface streets are often 
congested. Although initial ridership forecasts predict 
the need for over 100 park-and-ride spaces, the high 
quality of bus, pedestrian, and bicycle access are 
expected to reduce that need. Kiss-and-ride space 
is more important, and the surrounding city streets 
can provide this capacity without requiring dedicated 
space on-site.

STATION DESIGN CONCEPTS
ALTERNATIVE 1
The fi rst alternative station design occupies the 
minimal area needed to accommodate the station 
facilities. The rail platforms are contained within 
the existing SMART right-of-way. Existing diagonal 
parking along Tamalpais Avenue east of the station 
is removed, with new auto drop-off and two bus bays 
on the east side of the street. A bike station is also 
located along this segment, although the 600 square 
foot area may not fully accommodate demand.

Alternative 2 would incorporate the Citibank prop-
erty into the SMART station as an expanded transit 
center
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The Citibank building is retained in this alternative, 
along with its parking and drive-through area. The 
two bus bays removed from the Bettini Transit Center 
are replaced along Tamalpais Avenue. Access to the 
Whistlestop building is reconfi gured to allow shuttle 
buses to drop off seniors at a new entry at the north 
end of the building. The drop-off area includes eight 
on-site parking spaces. Whistlestop loading and 
bus queueing areas are located along the western 
segment of Tamalpais Avenue.
Tamalpais Avenue north of 4th Street is reconfi gured 
into a one-way couplet in order to accommodate 
new bike lanes and retain as much existing on-street 
parking as possible.
Pedestrian crossings of 3rd Street are located in 
improved pedestrian crossings at Heatherton Street 
and Tamalpais Avenue. These improvements can 
take a number of forms, including in-pavement 
lighting, special materials, and improved signage. 
The existing crosswalk on the south side of the 
Heatherton Street/3rd Street intersection is relocated 
to the east side of the intersection in order to improve 
pedestrian visibility.

Alternative 1 Station Concept Plan

Downtown San Rafael Station
Program Summary

Ridership ProjectionsRidership Projections2

Origin Trips/Day 418
Destination Trips/Day 1,189

Park-and-Ride Capacity
Desired (2020) 103 spaces
Planned (Concept Plan) 0 spaces
Excess Capacity (Gap) (103) spaces

Kiss-And-Ride Capacity 10 spaces

Transit Capacity
Bus (Off-Street) 8 bays
Shuttle 0 bays
Van 2 bays

Bicycle Parking Capacity
Bicycle Racks 6
Bicycle Lockers 8
Bicycle Station Recommended
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ALTERNATIVE 2
This alternative expands the stations site in order 
to more comfortably accommodate station facilities 
and support improved bus transit. Expanding the 
site to include the existing Citibank property allows 
access from 3rd Street to be reconfi gured and the 
displaced functions of the Bettini Transit Center to be 
replaced. A new transit center between 3rd and 4th 
Streets includes space for approximately 5 buses in 
addition to shuttles (this space could alternatively 
be confi gured to accommodate up to 7 or 8 buses). 
A bike station and small cafe building are shown 
along 3rd Street. These buildings and the entries 
to the pedestrian passage under 3rd Street will be 
designed to improve the pedestrian environment and 
form a gateway to Downtown San Rafael.
A pedestrian undercrossing of 3rd Street is included 
to move pedestrians safely from the Bettini Transit 
Center to the SMART station. A new righ-turn lane is 
included on Heatherton Street to improve traffi c fl ow 
at the 3rd Street and Heatherton Street intersection. 

This has some negative impacts on pedestrian 
safety and circulation, and these impacts should 
be evaluated against improvements to traffi c 
circulation in the area. Alternatively, pedestrian 
circulation issues could be addressed with a mid-
block crosswalk across 3rd Street at the east side of 
the SMART right-of-way. The signal for this crossing 
could be synchronized with the Tamalpais Avenue/
3rd Street signal, and the impact to auto stacking 
distance on 3rd Street would be minimal. While 
guard rails are shown along the north side of 3rd 
Street to discourage jaywalking, there may be other 
options that create safe, accessible crossings of 3rd 
Street without the potential to “trap” jaywalkers within 
the roadway.
Tamalpais Avenue north of 4th Street is shown 
reconfi gured as described in Alternative 1, as is 
access to the Whistlestop site. Tamalpais Avenue 
between 3rd Street and 4th Street is reconfi gured 
to be a northbound one-way street. This will allow 
buses exiting the Bettini Transit Center to make 
the right turn onto Tamalpais Avenue, which, in 

Alternative 2 Station Concept Plan

N
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turn allows for the confi guration of the new transit 
center shown in the concept plan. (An alternative 
layout for the transit center would still allow through 
connections from 3rd Street to 4th Street.) Some of 
the parking along this portion of Tamalpais Avenue 
could be designated for use by Whistlestop in order 
to replace the parking that Whistlestop has been 
accessing via the SMART right-of-way.

NOTES
1. Alta Planning + Design, Inc. “Implementation Strategies 

for the SMART Bicycle/Pedestrian Path—DRAFT”. 
October 2003.

2. Schiermeyer Consulting Services. “SMART Cloverdale 
to San Rafael Commuter Rail Ridership and Revenue 
Forecast”. March 2002.



Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit—Station Planning 1
Station Design Report—Larkspur Ferry Station
April 2004—DRAFT For Discussion Purposes Only

STATION LOCATION, LAND USE 
CONTEXT, AND RAIL ISSUES
STATION LOCATION
The Larkspur Ferry Station is one of the most 
challenging to design in the entire system. The 
goal of the station is to create a high-quality ferry 
connection while at the same time supporting 
existing patterns of activity in the station area. The 
station is located near the Larkspur Ferry Terminal, 
Sir Francis Drake Boulevard, and the Highway 101 
Greenbrae interchange. The existing Larkspur Ferry 
Terminal is a key facility in the Bay Area ferry system. 
The terminal consists of an existing 1,800-space 
park-and-ride lot, a ferry terminal building, and bus 
and auto drop-off space. Past studies have explored 
the potential to add a parking deck to the existing 
lot should demand warrant. Despite the existing 
ferry service, Larkspur is not an ideal location for 
a ferry terminal, because no-wake areas from the 
San Quentin peninsula to the terminal require ferries 
to reduce speeds, and thereby lengthen run times. 
The San Francisco Bay Area Water Transit Authority 
(WTA) has studied the possibility of relocating the 
Larkspur Ferry Terminal to San Quentin at some 
point in the future. While there is no timetable for this 
move, it has an impact on SMART planning efforts. 
The station area within 1/2 mile of the Larkspur Ferry 
Station contains existing retail, offi ce, entertainment, 
and residential development. The Larkspur Landing 
Shopping Center has both retail and offi ce uses 
and provides an anchor for activity in the area. Sir 
Francis Drake is a heavily traveled artery, especially 
between the ferry terminal and the Highway 101 
interchange. While SMART will provide patrons an 
alternative mode to access the station area, the 
station planning effort must seek to minimize the 
potential impact of added auto trips. The natural 
features of the Station Area are also a signifi cant 
asset, and impacts to views, the Bay front, and the 
Bay must be considered.

STATION SITES
There are many potential station sites within the 
general area. The SMART right-of-way is adjacent 
to Highway 101 above the grade of the surrounding 
parcels. While there is the potential to locate a 
station within the existing SMART right-of-way, 
the rail platforms would be over 1/4 mile from 
the ferry terminal. The distance and diffi culty of 
this pedestrian connection makes a station in this 
location impractical.

LARKSPUR FERRY STATION

The SMART right-of-way is high above the grade of 
the surrounding properties (view from Marin Air-
porter site).

A strong connection to the Larkspur Ferry Terminal 
is one of the key functions of the station.
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An alternative for the station is to create a direct 
train/ferry connection with a SMART station located 
at the Ferry Terminal. This would necessitate an 
elevated rail connection from the SMART right-of-
way to the terminal, traversing several properties 
and crossing both Larkspur Landing Circle and Sir 
Francis Drake Boulevard. SMART planning efforts 
have analyzed a number of potential alternatives. 
The preferred alignment connects through the 
Larkspur Landing Shopping Center and locates the 
station platforms above the existing disabled parking 
area at the Ferry Terminal. This alignment allows for 
the shortest crossing of Sir Francis Drake Boulevard  
and minimizes impacts on adjacent properties by 
connecting through existing surface parking lots. The 
short crossing of Sir Francis Drake Boulevard along 
with the potential of replacing the existing pedestrian 
bridge with a walkway on the side of the rail bridge 
will minimize the visual impact of the train.
Another alternative station location is within the 
Larkspur Landing Shopping Center property. This 
location would have several benefi ts. First, SMART 

would better serve existing development in the station 
area. Second, a rail station within the shopping 
center would create an economic development 
opportunity for the shopping center. Third, the rail 
structure would not have to cross Sir Francis Drake 
Boulevard, minimizing the visual impact of SMART 
in the area. There are, however, several drawbacks 
to this location. The primary drawback is that the 
rail/ferry connection would not be as direct as a 
station located at the ferry terminal. Although the 
approximately 800-foot distance from the train to the 
ferry should not have an impact on overall ridership, 
the design of the pedestrian connection to the ferry 
would be an important consideration.
In order to make this station work, SMART would 
need to purchase an interest in the shopping 
center property. The price of the purchase would 
take account of the development opportunities and 
increased regional access that would accrue to 
Larkspur Landing Shopping Center because of the 
SMART station. 
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RAIL OPERATIONS ISSUES
There are no signifi cant rail operations issues with 
either station location. Because this is an end-of-the-
line station, side or center platforms are possible.

STATION ACCESS
PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ACCESS
Pedestrian and bicycle access to the potential station 
from residential and commercial areas at the edge of 
the 1/2-mile station area is diffi cult due to the current 
confi guration of the Greenbrae interchange of 
Highway 101 at Sir Francis Drake Boulevard. Within 
the 1/2-mile station area, pedestrian circulation 
is adequate. An existing pedestrian bridge from 
Larkspur Landing Shopping Center across Sir 
Francis Drake could be reconstructed in conjunction 
with either potential station location. 
The north-south bicycle/pedestrian path has its 
southern terminus at this location. The path extends 
north through the Cal Park tunnel. A project to 
improve this portion of the bicycle/pedestrian path 

from Sir Francis Drake Boulevard through the Cal 
Park tunnel is currently underway with funding from 
Marin County.

TRANSIT ACCESS
Existing bus service in the area is focused on access 
to the ferry terminal, but Golden Gate Transit has 
long looked for ways to improve bus service around 
the Greenbrae interchange. The main focus of bus 
service at this station would most likely continue 
to be connections to the ferry. Bus-train transfers 
will be of lesser importance, as the Downtown San 
Rafael will be as the primary bus-train connection 
for central and southern Marin. For this reason, 
the additional demand for service at the station is 
somewhat limited, although shuttle service could be 
a component of the station activities.

AUTOMOBILE ACCESS
Auto access to the station is diffi cult regardless of 
which site is selected. The Greenbrae Interchange 
is congested at commute hours, and circulation in 
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the area is somewhat circuitous. A station located 
at the Larkspur Landing Shopping Center would 
be more accessible by auto for kiss-and-ride, since 
patrons would not have to negotiate ferry traffi c to 
reach drop-off locations. A station located at the ferry 
terminal would have greater potential for combined 
ferry and SMART park-and-ride facilities.

STATION DESIGN CONCEPTS
ALTERNATIVE 1
This alternative has the rail platforms at the Larkspur 
Landing Shopping Center. In this confi guration, the 
train would leave the existing SMART right-of-way 
and travel on an elevated structure between the 
existing cinema and offi ce development to the north, 
continuing across Larkspur Landing Circle to the 
shopping center. The parking for the cinema and 
offi ce buildings would need to be reconfi gured to 
accommodate the rail structure and maintain the 
existing number of parking spaces.
The platforms are shown as part of a new parking 
structure on the southwestern portion of the site.  
Two existing buildings, an offi ce building and a bank 
building are replaced by new retail structures fronting 
on the access drive from Larkspur Landing Circle.   
The rail platforms are approximately 20 feet above 
the surrounding grade. A pededstrian crossing over 
Sir Francis Drake Boulevard to the ferry terminal 
extends from the station level.  This new pedestrian 
connection would replace the existing pedestrian 
bridge with a more direct connection from the train 
platform to the ferry, approximately 800 feet from the 
platform to the ferry terminal. Access to the shopping 
center is relatively direct, with stairs or escalators 
providing a connection from the platform down to 
the adjacent retail street; an elevator would also 
be provided. This alternative could still function as 
a station if the ferry terminal moved to San Quentin, 
and the rail could be extended along the shoreline to 
access the new terminal.
The parking structure shown in the concept plan is 
enough to accommodate replacement parking for 
the shopping center and approximately 50 spaces 
for SMART park-and-ride. If revised ridership 
estimates indicate the need for an expanded park-
and-ride facility, an alternate confi guration of the 
site would allow for up to 500 park-and-ride spaces. 
Another option in this scenario would be to deck over 
the existing ferry parking lot to provide expanded 
parking facilities for both the ferry and train. 
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Alternative 1 Station Concept Plan

ALTERNATIVE 2
Alternative 2 creates a direct connection between 
the train and the existing ferry terminal. This 
alternative follows the same alignment as Alternative 
1 through the Larkspur Landing Shopping Center, 
continuing across Sir Francis Drake Boulevard to 
the ferry terminal. The rail structure would displace 
the existing handicapped parking area at the ferry 
terminal, and this parking would need to be replaced 
elsewhere on the site.
The rail bridge across Sir Francis Drake Boulevard 
includes a pedestrian walkway that would replace 
the existing pedestrian crossing. This walkway 
would connect directly to the SMART platforms and 
give access to the ferry terminal. The rail platforms 
are approximately 20 feet above the surrounding 
grade, and a combination of stairs, elevators, and 
escalators gives access to the ferry terminal.
This alternative creates the best transit connections, 
but is less fl exible in the long term if the ferry 
terminal does move to San Quentin.  With this track 
alignment, too, it would be more diffi cult to achieve a 
San Quentin extension along Sir Francis Drake. This 

Larkspur Ferry Station
Program Summary

Larkspur Ferry Station
Program Summary

Larkspur Ferry Station

Ridership ProjectionsRidership Projections1

Origin Trips/Day T.B.D.
Destination Trips/Day T.B.D.

Park-and-Ride Capacity
Desired (2020) T.B.D.
Planned (Concept Plan) T.B.D.
Excess Capacity (Gap) N.A.

Kiss-And-Ride Capacity 6 spaces

Transit Capacity (SMART + Ferry Needs)
Bus (Off-Street) 10-15 bays
Shuttle 2 bays
Van 3 bays

Bicycle Parking Capacity
Bicycle Racks 6
Bicycle Lockers 8
Bicycle Station If Future Demand Warrants

0 25 50 100 200 feet
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Alternative 2 Station Concept Plan
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alternative has the most signifi cant visual impacts as 
the elevated tracks extend through the area, across 
Sir Francis Drake Boulevard, and along the edge of 
the Bay.
This alternative does not show any increase in park-
and-ride capacity for SMART. However, if needed, 
SMART park-and-ride SMART park-and-ride spaces 
could be provided by decking over the existing ferry 
park-and-ride lot. 

NOTES
1. Schiermeyer Consulting Services. “SMART Cloverdale 

to San Rafael Commuter Rail Ridership and Revenue 
Forecast”. March 2002.
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Alternative 2 Station Concept Plan —Detail (1ʼ=80ʼ)
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STATION LOCATION, LAND USE 
CONTEXT, AND RAIL ISSUES
STATION LOCATION
The San Quentin Ferry Station would be located 
at the existing San Quentin State Prison. A station 
could be located here to connect with the potential 
ferry terminal at this site, and to complement the 
potential development that could occur if the prison 
were to close.1
potential development that could occur if the prison 

1
potential development that could occur if the prison 

 While the closure of the prison is likely 
a determining factor in locating a SMART station at 
San Quentin, there is some potential to locate a 
station on the peninsula prior to the closure of the 
prison. Marin County has done signifi cant planning 
work for the eventual re-use of the prison site, and 
both the rail and the ferry were important aspects of 
the “San Quentin Vision Plan”.2
both the rail and the ferry were important aspects of 

2
both the rail and the ferry were important aspects of 

 Plans include high 
density, mixed-use redevelopment of the area, along 
with historic preservation of portions of the prison 
site and public amenities such as open space.

ALTERNATIVE RAIL ALIGNMENTS
Several alignments for rail access to San Quentin 
have been studied. An earlier study by Wilbur Smith 
Associates examined the requirements for bringing 
the rail from downtown San Rafael, either along 
Anderson Drive on the surface or in a new tunnel 
through Calpark Hill.3 Current SMART rail planning 
work has identifi ed a possible alignment along I-
580, shortening the required tunnel length, while 
dropping the surface alignment along Anderson 
Drive from consideration. The SMART station 
planning consulting team has added another 
potential alignment extending from Larkspur 
Landing adjacent to Sir Francis Drake Boulevard. 
This alignment could be used as part of a phasing 
strategy starting with service to the Larkspur Ferry 
Terminal and then extending the rail to San Quentin 
if the ferry terminal is moved there. This alignment 
could also be used in the event the rail station and 
ferry terminal were relocated to San Quentin prior to 
the closure of the prison. Implementing this option 
would require the resolution of some signifi cant 
issues, including  preserving San Francisco Bay 
access and minimizing view impacts.

STATION SITE
The potential SMART station site is on the west 
side of the San Quentin peninsula, adjacent to a 
small cove. To the west of the cove is an area that is 
currently vacant. An existing surface road runs along 
the shoreline connecting the area to Sir Francis 

SAN QUENTIN FERRY STATION

The site is currently occupied by the San Quentin 
State Prison with potential ferry cove at left (Source: 
California Department of Corrections).

Existing prison guard housing at the northern 
boundary of the prison site (Source: Fisher & Hall 
Urban Deisgn).
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Marin Countyʼs plans 
for the potential reuse 
of San Quentin (right) 
envision a dense, 
mixed-use village sur-
rounding a ferry and rail 
transit hub.
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Drake Boulevard. North of the service road are 
various prison facilities, with cell blocks to the east, 
and ancillary prison facilities to the west. It would 
be possible to locate a minimal station on the site 
with the prison still operating, but this would require 
extensive reconfi guration of the security perimeter of 
the prison.
If the prison were relocated, the station site could 
expand to include more space for station facilities 
and a variety of supportive land uses. Because of 
the uncertain timetable for the closure and relocation 
of the prison, the station concept planning process 
has carried two alternative station designs into the 
EIR/EIS process for further study.

RAIL OPERATIONS ISSUES
The San Quentin Ferry Station would be an end-
of-the-line station. There are no anticipated rail 
operations issues other than the alignment of the rail 
line from Downtown San Rafael to San Quentin which 
is yet to be resolved. Platforms can be confi gured as 

either side platforms or center platforms depending 
upon the station design option selected.

STATION ACCESS
The San Quentin Ferry Station was not part of the 
preliminary ridership estimates for the SMART 
system. The following discussion of access issues, 
then, refl ects best estimates based on comparable 
stations and existing conditions at the Larkspur Ferry 
Terminal. Programming requirements will need to 
be revisited once revised ridership estimates are 
complete.

PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ACCESS
If the prison were relocated, new development 
on the San Quentin peninsula is anticipated to 
maximize pedestrian and bicycle accessibility. The 
station designs provide for high quality pedestrian 
and bicycle access. If the prison is not relocated, 
Pedestrian and bicycle access to the station site 
would likely be restricted due to security concerns.
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TRANSIT ACCESS
The primary purpose of the San Quentin Ferry 
Station would be to replace the Larkspur Ferry 
Terminal. This would also necessitate the relocation 
of existing bus service from the Larkspur site as well. 
While the exact programming of the bus facilities at 
the San Quentin Ferry Station will require further 
analysis, this study has estimated a need for 10-15 
bus bays. Some additional space will be necessary 
for shuttles and taxis.

AUTOMOBILE ACCESS
Automobile access to the station site is a key issue, 
as a signifi cant amount of parking will need to be 
provided, particularly for ferry riders. The Larkspur 
Ferry Terminal has approximately 2,000 park-and-
ride spaces. Planning for the San Quentin Ferry 
Station has assumed that at least this amount of 
parking will need to be provided for ferry riders, plus 
a minimal amount of SMART park-and-ride capacity 
(approximately 50 spaces). This estimate is subject 
to change, however, if additional park-and-ride 
demand is forecast in SMARTʼs updated ridership 
prorojections due to the position of the station at the 
southern terminus of the SMART system.
Regardless of whether the prison has been 
relocated, park-and-ride facilities would need to be in 
a structured parking facility. In the fi rst scenario, the 
station would be integrated into a mixed-use, transit-
oriented development, and structured parking would 
promote the development of a pedestrian-oriented 
street and circulation network. In this option the 
structure could be “wrapped” with other uses.
In the event that the SMART station is built prior 
to the closure of the prison, parking would need 
to be single-purpose only, and a parking structure 
would need to be provided to minimize the site area 
needed for parking given the limited area for station 
facilities.
The relocation of the ferry terminal, increased 
development on the San Quentin site, and the 
potential SMART station will all have impacts on 
auto circulation in the area, since Sir Francis Drake 
Boulevard is the primary access point from the 
surrounding areas. However, the colocation of the 
SMART station with a new, improved ferry terminal 
should minimize the combined auto impacts as many 
ferry riders will have the option of taking the train to 
the ferry. If the prison site is redeveloped, access to 
SMART will help to reduce the amount of auto traffi c 
generated by the new uses at San Quentin.



Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit—Station Planning 5
Station Design Report—San Quentin Ferry Station
March 2004—DRAFT For Discussion Purposes Only

0 50 100 200 400 feet

������� ��������������� ��������

���� ������������ ��������

���� ������������ ��������

��������� ������������� ����

���� ����������� �������

����� ��������
���� � ������

���� � �����
�������������

���� ��������

��������� ���� ���
������ ������������

��� ���������
������������ ��� ����

�
�

�
�

�
�

��
�

�
�

�
��

�
��

��������� ��� ����

Alternative 1 Station Concept Plan

STATION DESIGN CONCEPTS
ALTERNATIVE 1
This alternative envisions the closure of the prison 
and a rail alignment connecting directly from 
downtown San Rafael. The station is located in the 
heart of the new urban mixed-use redevelopment 
of the area, with the commercial center of the 
development around the new ferry terminal. The 
concept plan shows the ferry terminal facilities on 
the southern peninsula of land identifi ed by the WTA 
for the potential ferry terminal. The rail platform is 
located in the central median of a transit boulevard 
and is connected to the ferry terminal with a 125-foot 
covered walkway. West of the ferry terminal is a 12-
bay bus transfer facility with areas for auto drop-off 
along the transit boulevard. This facility is a one-way 
loop with buses and autos entering from the west and 
exiting north. A multi-use path along the shoreline 
connects to the ferry terminal and a potential bike 
staiton. A new park/open space is shown to the east 
of the ferry terminal; this would function as a “village 
green” for the new mixed-use district. Parking 
facilities for the ferry, which could also be utilized by 

San Quentin Ferry Station
Program Summary

San Quentin Ferry Station
Program Summary

San Quentin Ferry Station

Ridership ProjectionsRidership Projections
Origin Trips/Day T.B.D.
Destination Trips/Day T.B.D.

Park-and-Ride Capacity
Desired (2020) 50 spaces
Planned (Concept Plans) 50 spaces
Excess Capacity (Gap) 0 spaces
Ferry Parking approx. 2000 spaces

Kiss-And-Ride Capacity 6 spaces

Transit Capacity (SMART + Ferry Needs)
Bus (Off-Street) 10-15 bays
Shuttle 2 bays
Van 3 bays

Bicycle Parking Capacity
Bicycle Racks 6
Bicycle Lockers 8
Bicycle Station If Demand Warrants
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the rail, are shown integrated into new development 
with retail and offi ce uses “wrapped” around the 
parking structure. A primary street is shown north of 
the parking structure and mixed-use development. 
This street would be a main multimodal throughfare 
for the new development at San Quentin.

ALTERNATIVE 2
This alternative utilizes a rail alignment continuing 
from the Larkspur Ferry Terminal along Sir 
Francis Drake. The alternative assumes continued 
operation of the prison, with minimal train and ferry 
infrastructure. (The alignment in this alternative 
could be utilized with a similar develoment pattern 
to Alternative 1.) A parking garage is included to 
minimize the station footprint. The rail platform 
and bus transfer area are just east of the ferry 
terminal, utilizing the same small peninsula as in 
Alternative 1. As with the previous alternative, the 
parking provided equals the amount available at the 
Larkspur Ferry Terminal, and there is the potential 
for limited SMART park-and-ride capacity as well. 
Although bicycle and pedestrian access would not 
be a primary mode of access for this alternative, the 
concept plan shows a small area for bicycle parking 

as well as Class II bike lanes along the access road. 
For this alternative to be implemented there would 
need to be a high level of coordination between the 
prison and SMART/Golden Gate planning efforts to 
address safety concerns.

NOTES
1 Water Transit Authority. “San Quentin Ferry Terminal 

Access Options”. January 2003.
State of California, Department of General Sevices. 
“Preliminary Analysis of Potential Reuse and 
Relocation of San Quentin Prison”. June 2001.

2 Marin County Community Development Agency. “San 
Quentin Vision Plan”. September 2003.

3 Wilbur Smith Associates. “San Quentin Rail Link 
Feasibility Study”. April 2002.
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STATION LOCATION, LAND USE 
CONTEXT, FERRY AND RAIL ISSUES
STATION LOCATION
The Port Sonoma Ferry Station is located on the east 
side of the Petaluma River, just south of Highway 
37. The purpose of the Port Sonoma Ferry Station 
is to provide a ferry connection if the Larkspur 
Ferry or San Quentin Ferry Stations are not part 
of the SMART system. The Water Transit Authority 
(WTA) has identifi ed Port Sonoma as a potential 
ferry terminal location in its regional planning effort. 
However, ferry service to the site does not currently 
exist, and no plans for the exact location for a ferry 
terminal have been developed. A terminal location 
adjacent to the Petaluma River is preferred from a 
ferry service standpoint, since a terminal within the 
marina would increase ferry travel time and require 
more annual dredging.
The 1/2-mile station area is largely undeveloped. 
A marina, a boat storage yard, a manufacturing 
facility, and two construction businesses are the 
only existing uses within the station area. There 
are sensitive wetlands areas along the Petaluma 
River and a number of dredge material drying areas 
around the perimeter of the marina. Due to the 
environmental constraints and County policies that 
constrain the potential to expand sewer and water 
service in the area, there is almost no potential for 
Transit-Oriented Development in the station area.

STATION SITES
The SMART right-of-way runs roughly east-west 
on the southern side of the marina. There are two 
potential rail station locations: (R1) on or adjacent 
to the existing SMART right-of-way; or (R2) on the 
north side of the marina adjacent to the Petaluma 
River. The fi rst site would be located on the south 
side of the marina, approximately 1,800 feet east of 
the existing Petaluma River rail bridge. The station 
facilities would necessitate the relocation of the 
existing construction business, in part due to the 
need to provide parking for ferry passengers. The 
second station site would require the construction of 
an one-mile rail extension circling around the marina 
to its north side. The rail platforms would then be 
located as close to the Petaluma River as feasible in 
order to minimize walking distance to a ferry terminal 
on the river. The existing marina offi ce building 
would need to be relocated in order to accommodate 
the station facilities, but all of the existing uses on the 
site could remain.

PORT SONOMA FERRY STATION

Existing SMART right-of-way looking west

View from marina south to the Petaluma River and 
existing rail bridge

The station area currently includes to a small ma-
rina, a boatbuilding and repair business, and two 
construction businesses.



2 Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit—Station Planning 
Station Design Report—Port Sonoma Ferry Station

March 2004—DRAFT For Discussion Purposes Only

Coordination of the ferry-rail connection will require 
additional study of the operations and access issues 
outlined in this report. For this reason, a concept 
design for both potential rail station locations will be 
carried through the EIR/EIS process.

FERRY OPERATIONS ISSUES
The WTA has identifi ed Port Sonoma as a potential 
ferry terminal location. Their 1998 study of potential 
ridership estimated 1,400-2,200 average daily trips 
by 2025.1 While no sites for potential terminals 
were identifi ed as part of the study, the SMART 
station planning process elicited three potential 
ferry terminal sites: (F1) on the southern side of the 
marina; (F2) south of the existing swinging rail bridge 
on the banks of Petaluma River; and (F3) on the 
Petaluma River just south of the Highway 37 bridge, 
on the north side of the marina.
Balancing the benefi ts and drawbacks, the third 
location is the preferred ferry terminal locations 
(see Table 1). It does not have the drawbacks of 
the others, and while the second location has some 
benefi ts in terms of shorter travel time due to its 
location south of the rail bridge, the wetland impacts 
of a terminal in this location would be signifi cant.

RAIL OPERATIONS ISSUES
Rail operations will be an important factor in the 
ultimate decision about where to locate the SMART 
station. The existing swing bridge over the Petaluma 
River will require signifi cant improvements, and 
impacts to wetlands must be minimized. There 
is also some potential for the future extension of 
passenger rail service along the Schellville branch 
to Napa and Sonoma. In this regard, station location 
R1, on the southern side of the marina, is preferable. 
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Location Benefi ts Drawbacks
F1 • Good ferry-rail 

connection
• Necessitates dredging 

of marina
• Requires tight turns and 

maneuvering, impacting 
headway

F2 • Shorter ferry travel 
time

• Wetland impacts of 
terminal location

• Diffi cult ferry-rail and 
ferry-parking connection

F3 • Good ferry-rail 
connection

• Minimal wetland 
impacts

• Potential confl icts with 
rail swing bridge could 
impact ferry travel time

Table 1: Ferry Terminal Location Analysis
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Station location R2 would require signifi cant capital 
expenditures on the new rail spur, as well as have 
the potential for some wetlands impacts. The delay in 
travel time necessary to reach this location limits its 
feasibility from a rail operations perspective. Further 
analysis by SMARTʼs rail operations consultants 
will help to clarify the relative benefi ts of the station 
location alternatives.

SITE SELECTION
Rail station R1 is preferable in terms of capital cost 
and rail operations, as it would minimize the impact 
of the Port Sonoma branch on rail travel time. 
Rail station R2 is preferable in terms of creating a 
quality ferry connection to San Francisco. Trade-offs 
between train operations and ferry operations must 
be weighed in making the fi nal determination of a 
preferred site. This report presents concept designs 
for both potential rail station locations in order to 
facilitate the fi nal analysis.

STATION ACCESS
PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ACCESS
There is minimal pedestrian and bicycle access to 
the site, as the principal access to the site would 
be from Highway 37. The planned north-south 
bicycle/pedestrian path does not include provisions 
for a connection to the Port Sonoma Ferry Station. 
However, pedestrian circulation within the station, 
e.g. between the rail platforms, ferry terminal, and 
park-and-ride areas, is still a primary design concern, 
and is described on the following pages.

TRANSIT ACCESS
Initial programming estimates call for three bus bays 
at the Port Sonoma Ferry Station. Bus transfers from 
both the train and the ferry are not expected to be a 
primary access need due to the remote location of 
the station. Still, transit connections are an important 
concern in station design.
There is not an anticipated need for dedicated 
private shuttle drop-off space at this station.

AUTOMOBILE ACCESS
Highway 37 is the primary auto access point for the 
station. Congestion on the road is not a major issue 
and there should not be signifi cant impacts either to 
roadway operations or SMART operations due to 
auto traffi c to and from the station. 
Park-and-ride for the ferry must be accommodated 
as part of the station design, and initial estimates by 
the WTA call for 400-500 spaces.2 Since the station 

Station access issues center on auto and transit 
access improvements (view looking northeast near 
location of potential rail spur).

The impact of station facilities on the important 
wetland resources must be minimized (view looking 
northeast from just east of station location R1).

There are substantial opportunities for improved 
open spaces in non-wetland areas (view looking 
south from station location R2).
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was not included in the original ridership projections 
for SMART, it is not known how many train park-
and-ride spaces will be necessary, although it is 
expected that relatively few people will drive to the 
station to travel within Marin or Sonoma counties. 
The concept designs show 50 SMART park-and-ride 
spaces as an initial estimate, but this can be revised 
in the future based on new ridership projections.

STATION DESIGN CONCEPTS
ALTERNATIVE 1
Alternative 1 locates the station on the south side of 
the marina (R1), with the ferry terminal either in the 
marina (F1) or about 1/4 mile away in the Petaluma 
River (F2). A direct pedestrian connection from the 
station to the ferry terminal in the marina is shown, 
but this distance is still about 500 feet. Bus, shuttle, 
and short-term parking are all shown just east of the 
pedestrian connection along an access road from the 
rail platforms to the ferry terminal. Long term parking 
for the ferry is provided west of the pedestrian 
connection and adjacent to the rail platforms. 
Improvements to the existing gravel access road 
from Highway 37 along the south edge of the marina 
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Alternative 1 Station Concept Plan

Port Sonoma Ferry Station
Program Summary

Port Sonoma Ferry Station
Program Summary

Port Sonoma Ferry Station

Ridership ProjectionsRidership Projections
Origin Trips/Day T.B.D.
Destination Trips/Day T.B.D.

Park-and-Ride Capacity
Desired (2020) 50 spaces
Planned (Concept Plan) 50 spaces
Excess Capacity (Gap) 0 spaces
Ferry Parking 400-500 spaces

Kiss-And-Ride Capacity 6 spaces

Transit Capacity
Bus (Off-Street) 3 bays
Shuttle 0 bays
Van 0 bays

Bicycle Parking Capacity
Bicycle Racks 6
Bicycle Lockers 8
Bicycle Station Not Recommended

N

0 50 100 200 400 feet
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Alternative 1 Station Concept Plan—Detail (1”=80ʼ)
N

0 20 40 80 160 feet
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will be necessary. New open space and restored 
wetlands are shown to the west of the station site 
as a mitigation area for potential wetlands impacts. 
If the ferry terminal is located on the Petaluma 
River south of the swing bridge, it will require an 
approximately 1/4-mile long covered pedestrian 
and bicycle path providing access between the rail 
station and the ferry terminal. This is likely infeasible, 
but was considered in the planning effort.

ALTERNATIVE 2
Alternative 2 locates the rail station on the north 
side of the marina (R2) adjacent to a ferry terminal 
in the river (F3). The concept design shows the rail 
alignment as close to Highway 37 as site conditions 
will allow, providing for auto access to long- and 
short-term parking.  Parking for the existing marina 
is preserved as well. A bus and kiss-and-ride 
turnaround is shown towards the eastern end of 
the rail platform, approximately 500 feet from the 
ferry terminal. This alternative has less potential for 
parking provision than Alternative 1. However, the 
estimated ferry park-and-ride and if detailed analysis 
of parking shows the need, there would be potential 
methods for expanding parking by expanding the area 
of surface parking or building a deck of structured 
parking. The concept plan also shows improved 
open space along the banks of the Petaluma River, 

and within the marina, with increased public access, 
as well as restored wetlands along the river and the 
inner shore of the marina.

NOTES
1. San Francisco Bay Area Water Transit Authority. 

“A Strategy to Improve Public Transit With An 
Environmentally Friendly Ferry Service: Implementation 
& Operations Plan”. December 2002.

2. San Francisco Bay Area Water Transit Authority & 
Cambridge Systematics. “Ridership Model Forecasts: 
Draft Working Paper”. July 2002.
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Alternative 2 Station Concept Plan
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