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C.1  Introduction to Environmental Settings and 
Impacts 

This introductory section summarizes the overall approach to the impact analysis. 

C.1.1  SEIR APPROACH AND CLASSIFICATION OF IMPACTS 
This chapter presents information on existing environmental conditions in the area surrounding the revised 
project components and examines the potential environmental impacts of these revised components for 
the following environmental topic areas, where relevant: 

• Transportation (Traffic, Bicycle and Pedestrian) 
• Air Quality 
• Biological Resources (Wetlands, Vegetation, Wildlife) 
• Cultural Resources (Historic and Archaeological) 
• Energy 
• Geology and Hydrology 
• Hazardous Materials 
• Land Use and Planning (including Parks and Recreation) 
• Noise and Vibration 
• Public Safety 
• Visual Resources 

As noted in Part A, the focus of this Supplemental EIR (SEIR) is on the changes in the project and project 
circumstances and whether those changes result in new or more severe environmental impacts. 

C.1.1.1  Overall Assessment Methodology 

Organization of Analysis 

This chapter is organized by new or modified project component (e.g., weekend service, light DMUs, alter-
native station sites, and revised cumulative scenario), to allow a clear understanding of how each change in 
the project affects environmental conditions. Within each project component section, the analysis is pre-
sented by issue area, including a description of the setting that pertains to that specific component, an 
assessment of both short- and long-term direct and indirect impacts and identification of mitigation mea-
sures. The focus of the analysis is on the changes in impacts from those identified in the certified SMART 
2006 FEIR. Since this SEIR supplements rather than replaces the original certified FEIR, information 
from the 2006 FEIR is not repeated, but is referenced where relevant. 

Some project components studied in this SEIR do not affect every issue area and therefore each issue area 
is not necessarily addressed in each subsection of this chapter. For example, the analysis of the light 
DMU does not include analysis of geology and hydrology impacts, as these issue areas are not substan-
tially affected by changes in the type of vehicle used for the SMART project. 
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Study Area 

For each resource listed above, a study area was established, based on the “area of potential effect.” The 
geographical boundaries of this study area vary among the issue areas. In some cases, the study area is 
broader than the project corridor and station sites to factor in any direct or indirect impacts that may occur 
on resources adjacent to, but outside the area of physical disturbance. The study area definitions are gene-
rally consistent with those identified in the SMART 2006 FEIR. 

Environmental Setting and Impacts 

The regional environmental setting is presented in Section C.2 or referenced to the SMART 2005 DEIR. 
In general, the regional setting remains the same as that described in the SMART 2005 DEIR. 

The analysis of each issue area subsection begins with an examination of the existing physical setting (base-
line conditions) as determined pursuant to Section 15125(a) of the CEQA Guidelines that may be affected 
by the specific project component. The effects of the project are defined as changes to the environmental 
setting that are attributable to project components or operations. 

C.1.1.2  Classification of Impacts 
Impacts associated with the supplemental project components have been identified in accordance with 
CEQA (Public Resources Code Section 21000-21177). To the extent that the supplemental project com-
ponents result in a new or different impact, each new short- or long-term impact is numbered and 
classified. Impacts are numbered the same as in the SMART 2006 FEIR, except in cases where a new 
impact is identified that was not in the FEIR. New impacts are numbered sequentially, following the last 
impact number presented in a specific issue area in the FEIR, to avoid confusion over duplicate number-
ing. Both direct and indirect impacts are identified, and temporary construction-related impacts are differ-
entiated from long-term effects. Consistent with the SMART 2005 DEIR and 2006 FEIR, impacts are 
classified as: 

• Significant Unavoidable: Substantial adverse impact that exceeds established or defined significance 
thresholds and remains significant after mitigation. Mitigation may be identified, but the mitigation 
measure would not reduce the impact to a less than significant level; 

• Significant Mitigable: Substantial adverse impact that exceeds an established or defined threshold, 
but can be eliminated or reduced below an issue’s significance threshold with implementation of one 
or more mitigation measures; 

• Less than Significant: Adverse impact that does not meet or exceed an issue’s established or defined 
significance thresholds; 

• No Impact: A finding that the proposed project would not affect the resource or issue area; or 

• Beneficial: Effect of the proposed project that is an improvement to an environmental issue area in 
comparison to the baseline conditions. 

The focus of the analysis is on potentially significant impacts. Issue areas that were determined during the scop-
ing process to have less than significant impacts are summarized in Section E.3. The summary of impacts 
in each individual issue area in Sections C.3 through C.6 notes specific topics where a finding of “no impact” 
was made or no change in impact would occur as a result of the supplemental project components. 
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C.1.1.3  Mitigation Measures 
For the most part, mitigation measures are the same as or similar to those measures identified in the 2006 
FEIR. Mitigation measures that are the same as identified in the 2006 FEIR use the same numbers as shown 
in the FEIR. New mitigation measures are numbered sequentially by issue area, following the last mitiga-
tion measure number presented in the FEIR. 

The methodology for applying mitigation measures is the same as described in Section 3.1.1 in the SMART 
2005 DEIR. The measures that are part of the proposed project are listed in the 2006 FEIR Revised Sec-
tion 2.9, Environmental Compliance. 

C.1.2  SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA 
Significance criteria or environmental thresholds for each environmental issue area are the same as those 
criteria used in the SMART Draft and Final EIRs (2005 and 2006). The significance criteria sections in 
the 2005 DEIR are cross-referenced here: 

• Transportation, Section 3.6.3 
• Air Quality, Section 3.5.3 
• Biological Resources (Wetlands, Vegetation, Wildlife), Section 3.9.4 
• Cultural Resources (Historic and Archaeological), Section 3.14.3 and 3.15.3 
• Energy, Section 3.8.3 
• Geology and Hydrology, Section 3.2.3 and 3.3.3 
• Hazardous Materials, Section 3.4.3 
• Land Use and Planning (including Parks and Recreation), Section 3.10.3 and 3.11.3 
• Noise and Vibration, Section 3.7.4 
• Public Safety, Section 3.12.3 
• Visual Resources, Section 3.13.3. 
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