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E.  Other CEQA Analysis 
This chapter summarizes any changes in conclusions from the 2006 SMART FEIR with respect to signifi-
cant unavoidable impacts, growth-inducing effects, impacts found not to be significant and areas of known 
controversy. These subject areas are evaluated based on the analysis in Part C of this SEIR and on the analy-
sis in the 2005 Draft EIR and 2006 Final EIR. 

E.1  Significant Unavoidable Impacts 
The 2005 DEIR identified significant unavoidable impacts in the issue areas of geology, soils and seis-
micity, transportation and noise for the proposed SMART project. In this SEIR, the following additional 
significant unavoidable impacts are identified: 

Transportation – The Ignacio Wye Alternative station site (for consideration as the Novato South Station) 
would increase potential traffic hazards by adding traffic to freeway ramps that do not meet current design 
standards. See Impact T-10 in Section C.5.2.1. 

Cumulative Noise – Although the proposed SMART project alone would not cause a significant increase 
in ambient noise levels along the corridor, the addition of noise from future freight service on the SMART 
corridor between the Ignacio Wye (Highway 37) and Cloverdale would result in a significant cumulative 
noise impact for persons residing within 50 feet of the tracks. Noise levels are based on a 24-hour average. 
This cumulative noise impact would be significant with or without the SMART project. See Impact N-6 
in Section C.6.4.1. 

E.2  Growth Inducing Impacts 
Growth-inducing effects of the proposed SMART project were fully analyzed in Section 5.3 of the 2005 
DEIR. The revisions to the project studied in this SEIR do not change the conclusions regarding growth-
inducement. Adding weekend service and/or using light DMUs instead of heavy DMUs would not incur sub-
stantial additional growth in the region. Several scoping comments requested analysis of the proposed NCRA 
freight project’s growth-inducing impacts. Analysis of another independent project’s effects on growth is 
not within the scope of this SEIR. NCRA will be required to conduct a growth-inducement analysis in their 
EIR, under the provisions of CEQA. 

E.3  Effects Found Not to be Significant 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15128 requires an EIR to briefly describe any possible significant effects that 
were determined not to be significant and were, therefore, not discussed in detail in the EIR. For purposes 
of this SEIR, the following topics were eliminated from further evaluation in the scoping phase of the sup-
plemental environmental analysis because the revisions to the project or changed conditions would not have 
a substantial effect on these resources: agricultural resources, mineral resources, public services, utilities and 
service systems, population and housing. Impacts in several other issue areas that were fully analyzed in 
this SEIR were determined to be less than significant; these impacts are disclosed in Part C of this SEIR. 
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E.4  Areas of Known Controversy – Issues to be Resolved 
The primary issue that may generate controversy is the estimated amount of future NCRA freight service 
on the SMART corridor between the Ignacio Wye (Highway 37) and Cloverdale. There are different opinions 
about how much freight service is likely to occur, how much could be accommodated, and whether or not 
it is likely that portions of the railway would be re-opened farther north (e.g., Eel River Canyon). This issue 
has been addressed by analyzing a range of future freight service operations in the SEIR cumulative impact 
analysis. 

Another issue of public controversy is the location for the Novato South Station. Three alternatives are ana-
lyzed in this SEIR (see above) and another alternative (Roblar Drive) was studied in the 2006 FEIR. The 
issue of the Novato South Station site location needs to be resolved. 
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