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6 clean air transportation projects rolling out this year  
Transit incentives, marketing campaigns, and electric vehicle charging stations get funding  

SANTA ROSA, CA – The Sonoma County Transportation Authority (SCTA) has approved funding for a group 
of transportation programs in Sonoma County that qualify for the Transportation Fund for Clean Air 
(TFCA) administered by the Bay Area Air Quality Management District. Each program will reduce air 
pollution in Sonoma County – whether it’s a student who gets a bus pass that he couldn’t otherwise afford 
or driver reducing her idling time at a traffic lights. 

The funds, totaling $564,938.40, will go to projects in Santa Rosa, Petaluma and areas throughout the 
county served by Sonoma County Transit. The decision to award the funding came at the SCTA Board of 
Directors meeting this week. 

“These programs will help spread the news about transit options that will help people get around” said 
Santa Rosa Council Member and SCTA Director Erin Carlstrom. “There are more reasons every day to take 
the bus and we’re excited to get the word out.”  

The following programs will receive funding in fiscal year 2015-2016: 

Free Rider Trip Reduction Incentive Programs ($230,892) 
The City of Santa Rosa offers incentive programs to youth (ages 5 to 18) and employers and within the 
Santa Rosa city limits. The employer program helps encourage employees to reduce single-occupancy 
vehicle trips resulting from their work commute. Incentives include reduced price bus passes, guaranteed 
ride home taxi vouchers and monthly drawings for participants who carpool, bike and walk to work. 

Sonoma County Transit Marketing Program ($140,199) 
A marketing campaign will be funded for a Summer Youth Pass that provides unlimited rides for students 
(ages 18 and under) between June 1 and August 31.  The program encourages middle and high-school 
students who use transit for their school commute to keep using transit during the summer. Additional 
marketing efforts to increase awareness of Sonoma County Transit’s services, including fee rides for 
veterans and Sonoma County college students, will also be made possible through the funding. 

Petaluma Transit Marketing Program ($64,006) 
Funds will provide on-street bus information at schools, transfer centers, public facilities and senior 
centers. The money will also help to create, and provide marketing materials for service changes 
anticipated later this year and the introduction of a real-time information system for bus location. 

Petaluma Transit Youth Bus Pass Subsidy Program ($16,000) 
Petaluma’s program offers deeply discounted monthly and quarterly bus passes for students who qualify. 

 



Traffic Signal Coordination Timing Project ($100,000) 
The signal timing project will reduce vehicle congestion and related air pollution by coordinating signals 
along Old Redwood Highway and East Washington/Washington Street corridors in Petaluma. 

Electric Vehicle Charging Station Installation ($13,841.40) 
The funds will expand upon a California Energy Commission (CEC) grant received for equipment and 
installation of five public electric vehicle (EV) charging stations in Petaluma. The City of Petaluma is 
planning to install EV charging stations at the Community Center, the Library, and City Hall. 

The SCTA adopts local projects that meet criteria for air quality improvement each year. These funds are 
generated through a $4 surcharge on vehicle registrations in the Bay Area, 40% of which are administered 
by SCTA. In Sonoma County, only the southern portion of the County is within the Air District. Cloverdale, 
Healdsburg and the unincorporated areas north of Windsor do not receive TFCA funds administered by 
SCTA. 

SCTA serves as the coordinating and advocacy agency for transportation funding for Sonoma County.  The 
SCTA partners with other agencies to improve transportation throughout the communities of Sonoma 
County, including Highway 101, local streets, transit, bicycle and pedestrian facilities.  

### 


