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RESILIENCE AND RECOVERY
We would like to express our deep sympathies to everyone in our community who has been impacted by recent fires, particularly those who have lost loved ones or homes. This includes some of
our own, with Director Gorin and two of our staff losing family homes. The disaster affected us all
and many among us are experiencing ongoing trauma and grief.
That said, the response to this unprecedented event has been astonishing and inspiring. We have
learned a great deal about the bravery and generosity of our community, and the strength of our
networks and institutions in reacting to emergencies.
Resilience is the ability to recover from difficulties, it is strength.
The SCTA and RCPA were each created to enhance the strength of Sonoma County through coordinated planning and investments in transportation, energy infrastructure, and climate action. We
- like so many - are turning our attentions to how our resources can be used to help rebuild and
manage the risk of future catastrophes.
In the immediate term, we want to help keep people safe and get them back into their homes and
to help replace and repair essential infrastructure. We will share any useful recovery information we
get on our website and social media. We will continue to look for funding and information resources
that can help with reconstruction.
In the near term, we will continue to assist our government and community partners with information resources and staff support for recovery and planning needs. The SCTA/RCPA will use our
relationships with governmental and community groups to facilitate coordination and sharing of
information and resources. For instance, we helped create the Sonoma County Resilience Team to
develop planning tools that support a better understanding of not only fire risk, but also drought,
flooding, and rising seas. Please contact our staff if they can serve you in accessing these tools.
Lastly, we will of course continue our existing work, which contributes to making Sonoma County a
stronger, more climate smart community. For the SCTA, that includes planning and investment to
improve the performance of the transportation system as a whole and delivering various projects from finishing improvements on Highway 101 to addressing rising seas on Highway 37 to deploying
car share and bike share systems. For the RCPA, that includes work to retrofit buildings and promote
clean transportation, support to member governments in delivering climate action leadership, and
ongoing collaboration with NGOs and government at all levels to plan for community well-being in
the face of climate challenges.
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2017 HIGHLIGHTS
•

CA Route 37 Draft Corridor Improvement Plan released

•

SB 1 has made dramatic positive impact on local projects.
•

Pursuing full funding in Sonoma County portion of Hwy 101 Marin Sonoma Narrows

•

Sonoma County Transit, Santa Rosa CityBus and Petaluma Transit are using SB1 funds for operations

•

$100 million in annual funding was added to the existing Active Transportation Program that funds biking
and walking projects

•

New Hwy 101 bridge was constructed over San Antonio Creek

•

Zipcar car sharing pilot launched in Santa Rosa

•

Funding awarded for a new bike share system in Sonoma and Marin

•

Sonoma County Travel Model updated

•

The Priority Development Area Investment and Growth Strategy Update was adopted

•

SCTA has assumed responsibility for implementing the Countywide Safe Routes to Schools Program

•

The One Bay Area Grant federal transportation funds were programmed.

•

Shift Sonoma County Low Carbon Transportation Plan was adopted

•

Received funding from the California Energy Commission to begin implementation of Shift Plan

•

Formation of the RCPA Climate Action Advisory Committee

•

Julian Ruzzier-Gaul joined the RCPA team as a CivicSpark Fellow

•

Participated in fire recovery coordination and drafted an Energy Recovery Vision

•

Hosted multiple forums as part of the Bay Area Regional Energy Network

•

Worked with Senator McGuire to help pass SB 564 (McGuire), the Water Bill Savings Act
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Helping to keep Sonoma County moving!
The SCTA was formed as a result of federal and State legislation to address regional planning and funding matters. In 2004, the SCTA responsibilities expanded to include management of the Measure M sales tax program
– a voter approved a quarter cent sales tax that generates about $20M annually for transportation purposes.
The SCTA coordinates the activities of local jurisdictions with regional, state and federal entities at both a
policy and administrative level. As a coordination agency, the SCTA provides a forum for local elected officials
to engage in dialog on countywide issues and enables discussions among local and regional entities on a wide
range of issues that link to the movement of people and goods, program management and project delivery.
The SCTA is responsible for managing Measure M funds and prioritizing most state and federal funds available
to Sonoma County for roadway, transit, bicycle and pedestrian projects. The SCTA serves as the entity responsible for planning and prioritizing transportation improvement projects at a countywide level and provides
project management in partnership with Caltrans on the State Highway system.

2017 SCTA & RCPA Annual Report

5

HIGHWAY 101
The Highway 101 corridor connects seven of Sonoma County’s nine cities to each other, the Bay Area, and the North
Coast. This major lifeline for the movement of goods and people received a significant boost starting in FY07/08 as
plans to widen the freeway from four to six laneswere advanced thanks to an influx of State money that matched our
local sales tax revenues. The SCTA has leveraged over five dollars for every one Measure M dollar committed to the 101
Corridor.
The SCTA has been working toward
completion of a third lane on 101 in
each direction from Novato north to
Windsor for well over a decade. In
so doing, the freeway improvements
have been divided into six major projects, with some of those projects being further divided into phases to expedite construction.
From the Marin County Line to Windsor, the various Highway 101 high
occupancy vehicle (HOV) and interchange projects are estimated to cost
$978M, of which Measure M has committed approximately $164M with the
remaining funding coming from State
bonds, gas tax, and federal earmarks.

Highway 101 Bridge over San Antonio Creek at the Marin-Sonoma County Line

For information on completed segments see the SCTA website here http://scta.ca.gov/measure-m/highway-101/.
The final widening to be completed is the 17-mile project referred to as the Marin-Sonoma Narrows (MSN). Caltrans,
SCTA and the Transportation Authority of Marin continued to jointly work towards delivering various MSN phases in
2017. Eight phases have committed funds for design and construction; five of which have been completed. The funds
have come from federal earmarks, Measure M, Proposition 1B, state and federal gas tax, and the Traffic Congestion
Relief Program.
Contracts underway in 2017 include:
The replacement of the Petaluma River Bridge and the Petaluma Boulevard South Interchange, including the construction of frontage roads to access Kastania Road and private properties in order to limit freeway access to ramps and to
provide a bike path (Contract B-2). Contract B-2 started construction in November 2012 and was completed in June of
2017.
The re-alignment of Highway 101 at the county line, including the replacement of the San Antonio Creek Bridge and the
completion of frontage roads, in order to limit freeway access to ramps and to complete the Segment B bike path (Contract B-3). Contract B-3 started construction in 2016 and is scheduled for completion in December of 2018.
Sonoma Median Widening (MSN B2 Phase 2) northbound and southbound HOV lane from just south of the Marin/Sonoma County line to just north of the Lakeville Highway Interchange is now fully funded and will start construction
spring 2018. The MSN B2 Phase 2 project will be completed by the end of 2019.
The SCTA has completed the design of the 101 HOV lanes through central Petaluma (Contract C2). Right of way acquisitions has completed the purchase of five of the eight parcels needed for right-of-way on the project. SCTA has
6
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now developed a funding plan for
construction. Funding for final construction could be programmed as
early as May 2018. Design activities
have resumed and right of way acquisition continues. Both environmental permits and right of way
acquisition are anticipated to be
complete, by December 2018 with
construction to start in late 2019.
The current schedule would open
all planned HOV lanes in Sonoma
County by 2022. The primary risk to
this schedule is the pending repeal
of SB-1 funds.
The challenges for future years will
be obtaining funds to complete the
landscaping of the entire corridor
and supporting our partners to the
south complete their remaining
Marin segments of the MSN project – two phases remain in Marin
County and the Transporation Authority of Marin (TAM) is actively
seeking funds to complete those
phases.
In summary, 23 miles of HOV lanes
have been constructed between
Windsor and north Petaluma at a
cost of approximately $458M. The
current funding short-fall to complete the HOV lanes in Sonoma
County will be $0 when SB-1 Solutions to Congested Corridor Programming is confirmed in May of
2018. The Marin short-fall is currently approximately $120M.
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As of June 30, 2017, $126M of Measure M funds have been expended
on the US 101 HOV and interchange
projects, of which approximately
$1M was spent in FY16/17.

E

SCTA - 11/30/2017

Highway 101 improvements in phases

Once the Marin Sonoma Narrows is
completed, there will be 53 continuous miles of carpool lanes through
Sonoma and Marin Counties.
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HIGHWAY 37
State Route 37 follows 21 miles along the northern shore of San Pablo Bay linking US 101 in Novato, Marin County with
Interstate 80 (I-80) in Vallejo, Solano County. It serves as a vital connection between Marin, Sonoma, Solano and Contra Costa and the Central Valley. It is the northernmost non-mountainous east-west link between US 101 and I-5 (via
I-80 and I-505) in the State. More information and updates are available at http://scta.ca.gov/projects/highway37/.

Congestion

The primary cause of corridor congestion is vehicular demand exceeding the capacity of the 2-lane conventional highway segment, Segment B, between SR 121 and Mare Island.

Sea Level Rise
SR 37 is protected by a complex system of interconnected levee
which makes the corridor vulnerable to Sea Level Rise inundation
and flooding now and in future.

SR 37 Policy Committee
On December 1, 2015, the Transportation Authorities of Marin,
Napa, Solano and Sonoma Counties agreed to form a partnership
through a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to develop an
expedited funding, financing and project implementation strategy for the reconstruction of SR 37 to withstand rising seas and
storm surges while improving mobility and safety along the route.
In September of 2017 the Draft Corridor Plan was released to the
Policy Committee. In 2018 the Policy Committee will be working
to finalize the Corridor Plan and begin the environmental process.
8

Impacts of modeled sea level rise in San Pablo Bay.
SR 37 shown in red.
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STREETS & ROADS
Sonoma County has over 2,300 lane miles of city streets and county
roads. The full cost to maintain in good condition and reconstruct this
vast infrastructure is over $2 billion. In addition, Sonoma County has
250 miles of state roads, including Highways 1, 12, 37, 101, 116, 121
and 128.
Sonoma County is geographically large with an extensive system of
streets and roads. Although most of the population is clustered within the incorporated cities and along the Highway 101 Corridor, a large
percentage of the population lives scattered throughout the County.
Many of these people live in areas zoned rural and commute into one
of the cities or onto Highway 101.
Rebuilding California – Senate Bill 1
Senate Bill 1, the Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017, was
signed into law on April 28, 2017. This legislative package invests
$54 billion over the next decade to fix roads, freeways and bridges
in communities across California and puts more dollars toward transit, active transportation and safety projects. These funds will be split
equally between state and local investments. SB1 provides significant funding for projects that are of high priority to the SCTA, though
it does not come with funding to support the SCTA staff or the support
work (soft costs) associated with most projects.

Pavement rehabilitation

The SCTA has now developed a funding plan for construction of HOV lanes through central Petaluma (Contract C2) using
SB-1 funds and it is anticipated that final construction funding will be programmed in May 2018. The current schedule
would open all planned HOV lanes in Sonoma County by 2022. The primary risk to this schedule is the pending repeal
of SB-1 funds.
One Bay Area Grant
The SCTA programmed the second round of recent federal funding to come through the Metropolitan Transportation
Commission (MTC) known as the One Bay Area Grant (OBAG 2) in FY16/17. The program provided $23.4 Million worth
of programming for the streets, roads, bridges and bike lanes of Sonoma County. Federal fund sources included Surface Transportation Funds (STP), Congestion Mitigation/Air
Quality funds (CMAQ), Priority Conservation Area funds (PCA)
and Federal Aid System funds (FAS). The funding was programmed into federal fiscal years 18/19 – 21/22. To follow is
a table of all the projects to receive funding for streets and
roads under OBAG 2.
In FY2016/2017 the SCTA monitored delivery of projects
funded with federal fund sources, specifically Surface Transportation Program (STP) and Congestion Mitigation/Air
Quality Program (CMAQ), supported by STP and CMAQ funds.
Projects obligated include construction phases of several bicycle and pedestrian projects, as well as a complete streets
project, pavement rehabilitation projects, and a car share
pilot program.
2017 SCTA & RCPA Annual Report
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Federal funding programmed in 2016/2017 for 5 year cycle
Jurisdiction

Project

Amount

Windsor

Windsor River Rd at Windsor Rd Intersection

$3,000,000

Petaluma

Petaluma Boulevard South Road Diet

$2,916,000

SMART

Pathway - Payran to Southpoint

$400,000

Healdsburg

Healdsburg Avenue Complete Streets Improvements

$600,000

Rohnert Park

2019 Rehabilitation of Various Streets in Rohnert Park

$1,035,000

Santa Rosa

Highway 101 Bicycle and Pedetrian Bridge (Design Only)

$1,782,000

Santa Rosa

Pavement Rehabiliation of Various Streets in SR

$1,654,500

Sonoma County

2019 Rehabilitation of Various Roads in Sonoma County

$2,600,000

Sonoma County

Crocker Bridge Bike and Pedestrian Passage

$3,089,000

Sonoma County

Joe Rodota Trail Bridge Replacement

$770,000

Cotati

E. Cotati Avenue Street Rehabilitation Project

$675,000

Sonoma

Fryer Creek Pedestrian and Bicycle Bridge

$501,000

Sebastopol

Bodega Avenue Bike Lanes and Pavement Rehabilitation

$1,195,500

Sonoma County

Federal Aid System Funds (FAS)

$3,264,000

Federal funding obligated in fiscal year 2016/2017
Jurisdiction

Project

Amount

Healdsburg

Healdsburg Pedestrian Safety and Access

Santa Rosa

Santa Rosa Complete Streets Road Diet

SC Reg Parks

Central Sonoma Valley Trail

$340,000

SCTA

Santa Rosa Car Share

$170,000

$203,000
$2,195,000

Sonoma County Various Streets Rehabilitation

$3,377,000

Sonoma County Bodega Highway Pavement Rehabilitation

$1,000,000

Windsor

Conde Lane/Johnson Street Pedestrian Imprvs

$432,000

Windsor

Bell Rd/Market St/Windsor River Rd Pedestrian Imprvs

$410,000
Total
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$8,127,000

PUBLIC TRANSIT SERVICE
Public transportation services are operated to provide access
throughout Sonoma County.
Fixed-route bus services are available in all Sonoma County
cities, and have connections between cities through the
unincorporated areas. Paratransit service, which is curb-tocurb public transportation for people with disabilities who
meet eligibility requirements under the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) is also provided in parallel to fixedroute bus service.
Passenger rail service began on August 25, 2017 with the debut of the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) trains traSMART Passenger rail service began in 2017.
versing the initial 43-mile line between Santa Rosa and San
Rafael. SMART brought the first passenger rail service to the North Bay since 1958. Stations include from north to south,
Sonoma County Airport, Santa Rosa North, Santa Rosa Downtown, Rohnert Park, Cotati, Petaluma Downtown, Novato
San Marin, Novato Hamilton, Marin Civic Center, San Rafael. Extension of the rail line south to meet the Larkspur ferry
terminal is underway and funding is being sought to expand the rail line north.
SCTA facilitates the Transit Paratransit Coordinating Committee (TPCC) and Transit Technical Advisory Committee (TTAC). The TPCC brings together transit riders and operators to share ideas and information. The T-TAC is a forum for the
transit operators to discuss issues and coordination.

Bus Route Improvements and Connectivity with SMART
Bus operators in Sonoma County worked closely with SMART and jurisdictions in the SMART Phase I system to coordinate new bus routes and schedules to facilitate connectivity and transfers to SMART. Prior to commencement of SMART
service, Sonoma County Transit, Santa Rosa CityBus, and Petaluma Transit implemented service changes including
new feeder bus service and modified service to enhance connections with SMART. Bus operators and SMART continue
coordination efforts to optimize connections between buses and SMART.
The Clipper® card, which is accepted as a fare medium on all transit systems throughout the Bay Area, enables automated transfers between all transit operators with transfer agreements.
In May 2017, Santa Rosa implemented its Reimagining CityBus Plan to create a more convenient and effective transit
system that better meets current and future travel needs in Santa Rosa, responds to varying levels of transit demand
throughout the city, and reflects alignment of transit planning with land use planning. The new system includes improvements such as 15-minute service on high ridership corridors, faster and more direct service, more two-way service, and integration of SMART service.

Transit Funding
Rebuilding California – Senate Bill 1 for transit
Senate Bill 1, the Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017, provided funding for public transit through several programs. The State Transit Assistance (STA) program for transit capital and operating projects will be augmented from the
increase in the diesel sales tax rate of 3.5 percent. Additionally, SB1 funding will flow through the Transit and Intercity
Rail program and Intercity and Commuter Rail program.
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Transit Response to October 2017 North Bay Wildfires
Alongside the hundreds of agencies from across the
country that helped save lives and provide services during the North Bay fires were Sonoma County’s dedicated
transit operators. All of the major transit agencies serving
Sonoma County – Golden Gate Transit, Petaluma Transit,
Santa Rosa CityBus, Sonoma County Transit, and SMART
– had a role in emergency response during and in the days
and weeks after the disaster. Beginning in the early hours
of October 9, when the fires approached populated areas
of Santa Rosa and the unincorporated County, Santa Rosa
CityBus, Sonoma County Transit, and Golden Gate Transit
deployed buses to evacuate hospitals, residences, and
various facilities, transporting hundreds of affected individuals to safety. Throughout the following two weeks, buses were used to transport people to shelters, between
shelters and places with showers, to the Local Assistance Center, and for the National Guard, Salvation Army, and
Emergency Operations Center. Free transit was provided during much of this period and free passes were distributed to displaced individuals.

Coordinated Funding
The primary sources of transit operating revenue in Sonoma County are apportioned on an annual basis through the
Coordinated Claim. Funds in the Coordinated Claim include the Transportation Development Act (TDA), which is the
largest single source for transit and is generated by a statewide quarter cent sales tax; State Transit Assistance (STA), a
state-wide tax on fuel; and Measure M (countywide sales tax). Because the service areas of transit operators in Sonoma
County cross jurisdictional boundaries, Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) regulations require that a Coordinated Claim for these funds be prepared and adopted annually by each transit operator and the SCTA.
The Coordinated Claim for fiscal year 2017/2018 was approved by the SCTA in March 2017. The amounts shown below
may be adjusted to reflect fluctuations in revenue. Overall, the adequacy and sustainability of funding for transit operations is an ongoing challenge.
Transit funding from annual sources in fiscal year 2017/2018
TDA

STA

Measure M

Combined Total

Sonoma County Transit*

$9,144,106

$1,196,450

$1,255,527

$ 11,596,084

Santa Rosa CityBus

$5,965,424

$788,211

$829,412

$7,457,033

Petaluma Transit

$1,667,213

$208,871

$285,061

$2,161,145

Golden Gate Transit

$5,592,248

$37,537

-

$5,629,785

$22,368,990

$2,231,069

$2,370,000

$26,970,059

Total

*includes support for Mendocino Transit Authority’s coast service
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CLEAN AIR PROJECTS
Transportation Fund for Clean Air
SCTA administers the Transportation Fund for Clean Air (TFCA) County Program Manager Funds. These funds come from
a $4 vehicle registration surcharge applied to all vehicles licensed in the Bay Area Air Quality Management District. The
TFCA County Program Manager Funds comprise 40% of the total funds created in Sonoma County. SCTA is responsible
for programming these funds annually. For fiscal year ending in 2018, these funds totaled $615,874. Funding is used for
transportation projects that demonstrate a positive effect on local air quality. Projects may include transit, traffic control, alternative fuel vehicles and infrastructure, and facilities and amenities for bicyclists and pedestrians.
Transportation Fund for Clean Air projects programmed FY 2017/2018
Sonoma County Transportation Authority

Funding Amount

Emergency Ride Home Pilot Program

$70,000

Petaluma Transit
Transit Marketing Program

$96,514

Santa Rosa City Bus
Trip Reduction Incentive Program

$280,817

Sonoma County Transit
Electric Bus Purchase

$168,543

Total programmed

$615,874

Over the years, Santa Rosa has successfully implemented a student bus pass subsidy and a voluntary trip reduction program with TFCA, which have reduced the number of single occupant vehicles on city streets and enhanced air quality.
Sonoma County Transit has used TFCA funds in multiple years to fund the development of a fuel efficient compressed
natural gas (CNG) bus fleet, a marketing program to promote bus ridership, and construction of intermodal transit
stations and bus stop improvements across the county. Petaluma Transit has successfully implemented a student bus
pass subsidy program, which accounts for a large portion of its ridership, and transit marketing programs. The City of
Petaluma recently used TFCA funds to help complete a public electric vehicle charging station project.

Santa Rosa Car Share Pilot
In August 2017, the Santa Rosa Car Share pilot program launched with two Zipcars; one at the Railroad Square SMART
Station at 9 4th Street and one in downtown Santa Rosa in the City-owned Lot 10 at 730 5th Street. Santa Rosa residents
and employees have received free memberships for their first year. The partnership between SCTA and Zipcar was made
possible through a grant from the Metropolitan Transportation Commissions (MTC). The pilot program supports the
Comprehensive Transportation Plan goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by providing an alternative to vehicle
ownership and reliance on single-occupancy vehicle travel.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Count Program
To support bicycle and pedestrian planning and funding opportunities, the SCTA has made automated bicycle and pedestrian counters (Eco-Counters) available for loan to all jurisdictions in Sonoma County. Data collected from the EcoCounters are useful for improving bicycle and pedestrian planning, documenting need for funding, as well as updating
our travel model.
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BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN
Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning
Bicycling and walking are key components of vibrant, livable,
healthy communities and are an integral part of a complete
transportation system. These active transportation modes
are important as alternatives to driving and as opportunities
for recreational and physical activities. Bicycling and walking
as a means of transportation help reduce traffic congestion,
greenhouse gas emissions, air and noise pollution, and energy
consumption. Bicycling and walking are encouraged as significant strategies in creating environmentally and economically
sustainable communities. SCTA supports inclusion of “Complete Streets” principles in roadway planning -- meaning that
users of all ages and abilities are to be considered: motorists
of various vehicle types, pedestrians, bicyclists, people who
use mobility devices such as wheelchairs, and transit users.
Complete streets allow buses to run on time and make it safe for
people to walk to and from transit stops and stations.

Bodega Bay Trail, Coastal Prarie segment

SCTA facilitates coordinated planning and the exchange of information through its Countywide Bicycle & Pedestrian
Advisory Committee (CBPAC). This advisory body has representatives from every jurisdiction. It coordinates projects
and funding, and makes recommendations to the SCTA for bicycle and pedestrian facilities. The SCTA’s Countywide
Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan is developed and updated in close coordination with the CBPAC. Development of the
first Caltrans District 4 Bicycle Plan has been coordinated through the CBPAC in 2017.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Project Funding
Several bicycle projects and road projects with bicycle and pedestrian components were funded through the One Bay
Area Grant Cycle 2 program. This program is further described and the projects are listed on page 10.
While virtually all sources of transportation funding can be used for bicycle and pedestrian facilities, Transportation Development Act, Article 3 (TDA3) funds are specifically set aside for such uses. TDA funds are generated from a statewide
¼ cent sales tax. Article 3 of TDA (TDA3) is a set-aside of approximately 2% of those funds for bicycle and pedestrian
planning and projects. The Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) administers TDA3, with SCTA’s assistance.
Funding is distributed based on population in Sonoma County. For fiscal year 2017-2018, new TDA3 funds for Sonoma
County totaled $456,510 and $725,857 was carried over from the previous year. TDA3 programming for fiscal year 20172018 includes $192,392 for updating the Santa Rosa Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan; $79,283 for pedestrian and
bicycle beacons, signage, and striping in Petaluma; and $90,000 for bicycle and pedestrian wayfinding signage in Cotati.
Examples of recently completed projects include: pedestrian enhancements, bicycle signage, bicycle and pedestrian
trails, and multiple Class I pathways and Class II bike lanes throughout the county.
Rebuilding California – Senate Bill 1 for Active Transportation
Senate Bill 1, the Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017, added $100 million in annual funding to the existing Active
Transportation Program (ATP). The ATP is funded through a consolidation of various transportation programs aiming to
encourage increased biking and walking. Programs are adopted every other year and funding is awarded on a competitive basis through Caltrans and the Metropolitan Transportation Commission.

14
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LONG RANGE PLANNING
Plan Bay Area - The SCTA has ongoing work with local planning staff
to support sustainable development that addresses the need to reduce GHG. This includes working with local and regional agencies to
support land use and transportation planning projects such as walking, biking, travel by bus or train, and strategic road expansion. To
that end SCTA represented Sonoma County in the development of
Plan Bay Area that includes the Regional Transportation Plan and the
Sustainable Communities Strategy.

Priority Development Area
Investment and Growth Strategy Update
Adopted June 12, 2017

Sonoma County Focus on Priority Development Areas
Following the lead of Bay Area’s regional governments (ABAG and MTC),
communities in Sonoma County are using the framework of Priority
Development Areas (PDAs) to identify areas for future population and
employment growth. Cities recognize PDAs or other related placetypes in their communities and use local land use authority to steer
higher density growth to those areas. Increased density in PDAs is intended to locate more people near jobs and services in an effort to
reduce travel and thereby achieve reduction of transportation greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.

490 Mendocino Avenue, #206 Santa Rosa CA
www.scta.ca.gov

Cover of PDA Investment & GrowthStrategy

As of 2016, Sonoma County jurisdictions have designated 19 specific areas for priority locations for new development—12 PDAs, 6 Rural Investment Areas (RIAs) and 1 Employment Center. These different designations acknowledge
the differences in the existing uses and services and the varying expectations for development in each of these areas.
The purpose of a PDA Investment & Growth Strategy (PDA IGS) is to ensure that local transportation agencies like the
SCTA have a transportation project priority-setting process for federal funding that supports and encourages development in the region’s PDAs, and the goals of Plan Bay Area. For this iteration of the PDA IGS there is an additional emphasis on affordable housing goals. The PDA IGS can be found on the SCTA website at http://scta.ca.gov/pda-strategy

SHIFT Sonoma County - Low Carbon Transportation Action Plan
The SCTA and RCPA were awarded a planning grant from the Strategic Growth Council to develop the Shift Sonoma County Plan, a low carbon transportation action plan. The purpose of the project was to assess the feasibility of various transportation solutions in Sonoma County, and to identify high priority local actions to implement them. The Comprehensive
Transportation Plan and Climate Action 2020 and Beyond laid the foundations of this project, by identifying the role that
transportation demand management, bike share, car share, and electric vehicles can play in achieving local climate and
transportation goals.
The Shift Sonoma County Plan defines and evaluates specific strategies to shift transportation choices away from single
occupant internal combustion engine vehicles towards cleaner, healthier, and more efficient modes. The Plan identifies
near-term, high-priority actions for that can be taken to implement these strategies. A number of tools were created to
support anyone working to implement those actions; these tools are explained in the plan and posted separately on the
project website: http://scta.ca.gov/planning/shift/.
The Public Draft version of the Plan was presented to the STCA/RCPA Board of Directors in July 2017 for feedback, prior to
a two-month long outreach effort to solicit additional community and stakeholder input. The outreach process included
survey input and a series of public workshops and presentations, to local Councils, the Sonoma Clean Power Board, and
SCTA/RCPA committees. The Board adopted the Final Plan in October 2017.
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DATA AND PERFORMANCE
The Sonoma County Travel Model
The SCTA oversees the operation of the Sonoma County
Travel Model (SCTM). SCTA’s travel demand model is
used to forecast future travel patterns and congestion.
Within the model, mathematical equations are used to
estimate Why, When, Where, and How individuals travel
and What routes they use to complete a trip. The travel
model is a tool used to:
• evaluate the impacts of land use development,
• evaluate the effectiveness of transportation
improvements and policies, as a starting
point for local traffic analysis, and
• support countywide and local planning
and engineering activities.

Modeling Activities:

Presentation of the model to SCTA/RCPA.

Model Applications

Current model development work has focused on updating travel model planning assumptions. This includes capturing 2010 – 2015 housing and employment
growth, representing recent roadway and transit system
improvements in the model, reflecting new and revised
general plans or other local planning documents in the
model, and tracking new pending and pipeline development projects and ensuring that they are reflected in
model forecasts.
During the past year, the travel model has been employed
to support a variety of local and regional planning activities. The travel model has been used to analyze current
and future traffic conditions in the Hwy 101 and Hwy 37
corridors. Modeling and analysis has supported local
traffic impact work conducted in Sebastopol, Sonoma
Valley, Geyserville, Santa Rosa, Cloverdale and in the
Town of Windsor. Components of the modeling program
have been used to support countywide wildfire recovery
efforts. SCTA modeling staff has worked with local planning and engineering staff to help local agencies prepare
for upcoming General Plan updates and other pending
local projects.
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Vehicle Miles Traveled
A typical Sonoma County resident drives between 22 – 23 miles per day. Countywide daily
miles traveled increased slightly from 2010 –
2016 (3%), but when considered on a per capita
basis, VMT has leveled off and kept pace with
population growth.

Sonoma County Daily Vehicle Miles Traveled per Capita

Highway Congestion
Congestion on our highways and roadways
fluctuates over time due to changes in the
economy, infrastructure, travel patterns,
demographics, and construction. Hours lost
due to congestion or delay on Sonoma County
highways, which experience the highest levels
of countywide congestion, have increased since
2010.

California Department of Transportation

Highway Delay (Annual Hours) - Sonoma County 2010 - 2016

Highway congestion has historically been
focused on the Highway 101 corridor primarily
in southern Sonoma County from Santa Rosa
south, but the Highway 37 corridor has become
increasingly congested and experienced more
overall delay than the Highway 101 corridor in
2015 (over 70% of estimated highway delay in
2015 was attributed to Hwy 37). In 2016 highway
congestion in the Hwy 37 corridor continues to
be severe, but Hwy 101 congestion increased
dramatically, with 2016 congestion split evenly
between the two major highway corridors in the
county.

Local Road Pavement Condition

California Department of Transportation PeMS (Performance Measurement System)

Roadway condition is measured on a 0 – 100 scale
index (Pavement Condition Index) with 100 representing a road in perfect condition and 0 representing a road in completely deteriorated condition. In 2016, average countywide PCI has stayed
level with 2015 conditions (average countywide
PCI of 55), but the road system condition is still
rated in the “at risk” category.

Pavement Condition Index

Metropolitan Transportation Commission Pavement Management Program
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Our County, our future, our responsibility
The Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority (RCPA) coordinates community-wide climate solutions for a better future.
The RCPA is governed by a twelve member Board of Directors comprised of representatives from the Sonoma
County Board of Supervisors and Council Members from each of the nine cities – Cloverdale, Cotati, Healdsburg, Petaluma, Rohnert Park, Santa Rosa, Sebastopol, Sonoma and Windsor. The RCPA coordinates climate
protection activities countywide and performs a variety of important related functions including advocacy,
project management, planning, finance, grant administration, and research.
The RCPA coordinates the activities of local jurisdictions with regional, state, and federal entities at both policy and administrative levels. As a coordination agency, the RCPA provides a forum for local elected officials
to engage in dialogue on countywide issues, and enables discussions among local and regional entities on
a wide range of issues related to greenhouse gas reduction, including planning, program management, and
project delivery.

COMMUNITY-WIDE GREENHOUSE GAS (GHG) REDUCTION TARGETS
•

Reduce GHG emission levels by 25% below 1990 levels by 2020.

•

Reduce GHG emission levels by 80% below 1990 levels by 2050.

•

Lead local climate action through coordinating implementation, securing funding, engaging the community,
monitoring progress, and conducting ongoing planning.

Regional Climate Action Goals
The RCPA and its members have identified 20 goals to reduce GHG emissions. By implementing local, regional, and state
measures in support of these goals, the RCPA expects that GHG emissions will be reduced by over 1.3 million metric tons
by 2020.
Source

Building Energy

Transportation
& Land Use

Solid Waste

Key

Goals
1.

Increase building energy efficiency

2.

Increase renewable energy use

3.

Switch equipment from fossil fuel to electricity

4.

Reduce travel demand through focused growth

5.

Encourage a shift toward low-carbon transportation options

6.

Increase vehicle and equipment fuel efficiency

7.

Encourage a shift toward low-carbon fuels in vehicles and equipment

8.
9.

Reduce idling
Increase solid waste diversion

10. Increase capture and use of methane from landfills

11. Reduce water consumption
Water &
Wastewater

12. Increase recycled water and greywater use
13. Increase water and wastewater infrastructure efficiency
14. Increase use of renewable energy in water and wastewater systems
15. Reduce emissions from livestock operations

Livestock &
Fertilizer

16. Reduce emissions from fertilizer use

17. Protect and enhance the value of open and working lands
Advanced
Climate
Initiatives

18. Promote sustainable agriculture
19. Increase carbon sequestration
20. Reduce emissions from consumption of goods and services, including food
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CLIMATE ACTION PLANNING
Climate Action 2020 and Beyond
The RCPA developed a countywide climate action plan, in close collaboration with all ten local jurisdictions, as a roadmap for coordinated local actions to reduce emissions and prepare for climate impacts. The resulting regional plan,
Climate Action 2020 and Beyond, was adopted in 2016. It was accompanied by a programmatic Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) that could have helped address greenhouse gas emissions from new development projects more efficiently
and consistently under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), if not for a legal challenge to the certification
of the EIR. The irony of the lawsuit was that no one contested the importance of the reduction measures; the plaintiff
supports their implementation. The RCPA has since adopted a policy resolution to pursue the goals of the plan and use
it as a playbook for continued coordination on climate action. RCPA member jurisdictions will consider a similar policy
resolution in 2018.

CLIMATE ACTION COORDINATION
The RCPA convenes several standing committees in order to strengthen coordination on climate action among members of the RCPA and the community:

RCPA Coordination Committee
The RCPA Coordination Committee meets monthly to coordinate activities among cities, county agencies, and nongovernmental partners described in RCPA’s Mission, Goals and Objectives and the regional climate action plan. The
committee provides an opportunity for both government and non-governmental partners to collaborate on the development and implementation of programs. In 2017, Coordination Committee topics included: local climate action case
studies, electric vehicle policy, zero net energy for local governments, cannabis and energy implications, tools for low
carbon transportation, and on climate communications.

RCPA Staff Working Group
The Staff Working Group (SWG) is comprised of planning staff from the ten RCPA member jurisdictions who were tasked
with developing and implementing the regional climate action plan. The SWG provides an opportunity for staff to staff
collaboration on implementation including identifying priorities, needs, grant opportunities, and program or policy
proposals. SWG members serve typically serve as the liaisons between RCPA staff and each governing Board or Council
in the county.

RCPA Climate Action Advisory Committee
The Climate Action Advisory Committee (CAAC) was established by the RCPA Board in 2016 in order to provide more
community input on the implementation of RCPA programs. CAAC members are appointed by the RCPA Board of Directors and asked to become educated on the mission of the RCPA, its work plan, and opportunities to advance RCPA goals
within their jurisdiction or area of expertise. The CAAC meets quarterly.
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RCPA MEMBER CLIMATE ACTION HIGHLIGHTS
CLOVERDALE

Issued a proclamation reaffirming its commitment to the RCPA goals and joining other U.S. cities to
support the Climate Mayors network in adopting the Paris Agreement worldwide greenhouse gas
reduction goals.

COTATI

Purchased 100% electric vehicle, Chevy Bolt, for the city fleet.

HEALDSBURG

Adopted a resolution approving an agreement between the City of Healdsburg and Zagster Inc. for
a city-owned bike share program.

PETALUMA

Approved a project that will finish replacing all streetlight bulbs with LED fixtures, reducing power
by 60-65%. The city implemented two previous LED replacement projects in 2012 and 2016..

ROHNERT PARK

Hosted a charrette to get input from the community on what downtown Rohnert Park should look
like and include. The downtown vision includes a focus on public walkable space located near transit and the SMART station.

SANTA ROSA

Installed solar panels atop four city parking garages. The 996 individual panels will produce about
320 kilowatts of power and offset most of the four garages’ electricity usage. They will also offer
shade for vehicles and save approximately $1.4 million over the 25-year life of the solar arrays.

SEBASTOPOL

Adopted a resolution reaffirming its intent to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in collaboration
with the RCPA by implementing the city-specific reduction goals and measures included in Climate
Action 2020.

SONOMA

Adopted a resolution to join the Mayor’s National Climate Action agenda and reaffirming the city’s
intent to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in collaboration with the RCPA.

WINDSOR

Adopted a resolution reaffirming its intent to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in collaboration
with the RCPA by implementing the city-specific reduction goals and measures included in Climate
Action 2020.

SONOMA
COUNTY

Awarded the gold designation by SolSmart, a program funding by the U.S. Department of Energy
SunShot Initiative, to recognize the County of Sonoma as a national leader in advancing solar energy. As a SolSmart Gold designee, the County joins Santa Rosa in receiving national recognition
for adopting programs and practices that help address barriers to solar energy use and foster the
growth of strong local solar markets.
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EFFICIENT BUILDINGS
Bay Area Regional Energy Network
Bay Area Regional Energy Network (BayREN) is a collaboration of the 9 counties that make
up the San Francisco Bay Area. Led by the Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG),
BayREN implements effective energy saving programs on a regional level and draws on
the expertise, experience, and proven track record of Bay Area local governments to develop and administer successful
climate, resource, and stainability programs. BayREN is funded by California utility ratepayers under the auspices of the
California Public Utilities Commission. One of only two Regional Energy Networks in the state, BayREN represents 20
percent of the state’s population.
In 2017, the RCPA worked with BayREN to implement programs in Sonoma County that help improve the energy efficiency of single family, multi-family, and commercial buildings. BayREN is using a multi-pronged approach to encourage retrofit projects by providing outreach and education, technical assistance, rebates, financing, and trainings.

Single Family Residential
ENERGY UPGRADE CALIFORNIA® Home Upgrade
BayREN programs in the residential sector are part of ENERGY UPGRADE CALIFORNIA® Home Upgrade, a statewide program that offers homeowners incentives for
energy improvements that increase the comfort of the home and reduce its energy
use. BayREN provides several Home Upgrade resources including rebates (which
can range from $1,000 up to $5,500), free technical support via Home Upgrade Advisors available to walk homeowners through every step of a Home Upgrade, and
contractor trainings and certifications to promote quality.
In 2017, 143 Home Upgrade and Advanced Home Upgrade projects were completed in Sonoma County. These projects received over $348,000 in incentives paid by
BayREN, and represent over $2,598,000 spent in the local economy. The average
participant has saved 13.4% of their home energy use.
BayREN also provides free, personalized assistance via Home Upgrade Advisors, and
education through community group presentations, event tables, and homeowner
and contractor workshops coordinated by the RCPA and local partners such as the
County of Sonoma Energy and Sustainability Division.
BayAreaEnergyUpgrade.org
Sonoma County Home Upgrade Cumulative Statistics (since Q4 2013)
Home Upgrade Advisor accounts:

81

Homeowner rebates paid:

909

Total rebates paid

Over $1,800,000

Total est. annual electricity savings

Over 510,000 kWh

Total est. annual natural gas savings

Over 103,000 therms
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Multifamily Residential
– Bay Area Multifamily
Building Enhancements
Energy Upgrade California’s Bay Area
Multifamily Building Enhancements
(BAMBE) offers cash rebates and free
energy consulting for multifamily
properties that undertake energy upgrades. The program assists in planning energy saving improvements
designed to save 15% or more of a
building’s energy usage and provides
$750 per unit in rebates to help pay for
the upgrade, with no total project rebate cap.
By the end of 2017, the RCPA has reBayREN provides training to support building professionals with Title 24 Energy Code
cruited over 54 properties, totaling
more than 1,934 residential units to
benefit from the free technical assistance provided by BAMBE. Of these, 10 projects (423 units) have completed projects
and received a total of $317,250 in rebates. On average these properties have seen a reduction of 17% of site energy use.
The program is open to multifamily buildings with five or more attached dwelling units in the nine county Bay Area
(Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano, Sonoma).
BayAreaMultifamily.org

Codes and Standards
The BayREN Codes and Standards program is a joint effort of Bay Area cities and counties to achieve full compliance
with provisions of the California Energy Code. The BayREN Codes & Standards Program engages Bay Area building and
planning departments and building professionals to support the development and implementation of tools, best practices, training, and policies for accelerating compliance with, and exceeding, Title 24 and local energy policy directives.
In 2017, BayREN hosted four regional forums that drew 279 participants. These forums helped to illuminate challenges
and opportunities in implementation of state energy code with a focus on:
• Household Electrification as a Pathway to On-Site Zero Net Energy (ZNE)
• Local Mandatory Solar Ordinance as a Pathway for New Residential ZNE Construction
• Municipal Buildings Leading by Example
• Matching Supply with Demand: Preparing Local Govements for the Rise of Renewables and Its Impact on the Grid
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Codes and Standards Training
The RCPA helped to bring six local trainings to Sonoma County
that served over 80 participants. These trainings engage building department staff and the building professionals they serve to
increase understanding of developments in the Energy Code and
promote best practice for compliance and enforcement.
• Expert Advice on Integrating Zero Net Energy Goals
• Energy Code Compliance Improvement Training for
Redwood Empire AImerican Institute for Architects
• Residential Home Energy Rating System Registry
Training Discussion and Demonstration (Two classes)
• Coordinating Plan Check with Field
Inspection for Residential New Construction

BayREN provides training to support building
professionals with Title 24 Energy Code

• Residential Forms and Permits for heating, ventilation,
and air conditioning
• Residential Energy Code Updates

BayREN continues to increase opportunities for energy code compliance now offering international code council credits
and on-demand energy code trainings. BayREN continues to provide 2016 Energy Code Permit Guides for use by local
jurisdictions. BayRENCodes.org

Pay As You Save (PAYS®)
As part of the BayREN financing programs, the RCPA is leading a regional expansion of the Pay As You Save on bill repayment program launched in Windsor by the RCPA in 2012. PAYS allows customers to implement packages of efficiency
measures with no up-front cost and pay for these measures over time through a surcharge on their water bill. Based
upon conservative estimates, total utility bill savings will be significantly greater than the measure surcharges, resulting in immediate positive cash flow for participants from the moment of measure installation. This innovative model to
deliver efficiency improvements as part of customers’ utility service is growing traction in California through BayREN’s
partnerships with Windsor, the City of Hayward, and the East Bay Municipal Utilities District.
In 2018, BayREN hopes to transition to a regional model for delivering customer water and energy savings through a
PAYS tariff. The Water Bill Savings Program was included in the Business Plan submitted by BayREN to the California
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) as one of many tools to improve the efficiency of the region. The Water Bill Savings
Program will centralize program administration for efficiency, and rely on pooled revenue bonds as a low-cost source of
capital, as enabled by SB 564 (McGuire).

SB 564 (McGuire) – the Water Bill Savings Act
The RCPA worked with Senator McGuire to sponsor the Water Bill Savings Act (SB 564). The Act extends pooled revenue
bond authorities granted to Joint Powers Authorities to the finance of customer water efficiency improvements. The
Act was needed to facilitate access to low cost financing for behind the meter improvements that allow water utilities
to achieve conservation targets and keep overall water supply costs down. It was passed and signed into law in 2017,
making BayREN’s Water Bill Savings Program financing proposal possible.
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LOW CARBON TRANSPORTATION
Shift Sonoma County
The RCPA worked closely with the SCTA to develop the Shift Sonoma County low carbon transportation action plan and implementation tools (see page 14). Alternative transportation and especially electrification of transportation are critically important
strategies to achieve GHG reductions and improvements in air
quality and health.

Streamlined Electric Vehicle Charging Station Permitting

Shift Sonoma County Workshop

Recognizing the role of permitting in the deployment of infrastructure, California legislators passed Assembly Bill (AB) 1236
(2015) requiring local governments to streamline the permitting process for electric vehicle (EV) charging stations.

Throughout the year, RCPA staff collaborated with the Redwood Empire Association of Code Officials (REACO) engaging
local jurisdictions in dialogue on the adoption and implementation of AB 1236. The RCPA developed guidance for EV
charging station permit and inspection streamlining for Sonoma County jurisdictions, including template permitting
checklists. This guidance document was shared with member jurisdictions through REACO. All Sonoma County jurisdictions have adopted or are in process of adopting the ordinance and working on the successful implementation of an
expedited, streamlined process for EV charging station permit applicants.
The RCPA fosters collaboration, helps to set goals, pools resources, formalizes partnerships, and works across silos. The
RCPA aims to create local solutions to complement State, Federal, and private sector actions – all showing that a better
future with lower emissions is possible.

Sonoma Clean Power Drive EverGreen
The RCPA team supported the second round of Sonoma Clean
Power’s Drive EverGreen program that concluded on 11/30/2017
with over 550 new electric vehicles added in Sonoma and Mendocino Counties through the program. RCPA staff helped develop and roll out the marketing effort, which also included offering
discounted charging equipment, and worked on an initial approach to a targeted list of employers to participate in a workplace charging pilot program.

Electric Vehicle Partnerships and Collaboration
In 2017, RCPA continued to work with city and county fleet managers and private sector partners, promoting the purchase of
electric vehicles (EVs) and hybrids and encouraging a regionally
consistent approach to EVs and EV charging stations in support
of broader community adoption. The RCPA and SCTA also participates in the Bay Area EV Coordinating Council, an initiative of
the Bay Area Climate Collaborative. Participation in the EV Council has allowed for the RCPA to benefit from lessons learned in
the creation of the Bay Area EV Readiness Plan and to identify
critical local needs related to EV deployment.
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Facebook promotion for Drive Electric Day

CONSERVATION & ADAPTATION

Climate Resilience Goals

The RCPA works with its members and partners to increase the health and
resilience of social, natural, and built resources to withstand the impacts of
climate change. In doing so, the RCPA has identified nine goals to prepare for
the impacts of climate change.

Planning for Resilience
RCPA coordinates with many partners including the Sonoma County
Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District, the Sonoma County Water
Agency, local planning departments, Resource Conservation Districts, and
non-governmental organizations to understand and prepare for climate
change impacts.
The North Bay Climate Adaptation Initiative (NBCAI) has been a key partner of
the RCPA and Water Agency in founding the Sonoma County Resilience Team
to continue to invest in and promote resilience planning tools such as:
• The Climate Ready Sonoma County: Climate
Hazards and Vulnerabilities Assessment
• The Climate Ready North Bay data prodcts and planning tools
• The Partnership for Preparedness and Resilience
Sonoma County Climate Risk Dashboard
• The Climate Action 2020 and Beyond Readiness Chapter

RCPA staff support member jurisdictions in accessing and using these tools
during key community planning processes such as Hazard Mitigation Plans
and General Plan updates.

1. Promote healthy,
safe communities
2. Protect water resources
3. Promote a sustainable,
climate-resilient economy
4. Mainstream the use of
climate projections
5. Manage natural buffer zones
around community resources
6. Promote agricultural
preparedness and food security
7. Protect infrastructure
8. Increase emergency
preparedness and prevention
9. Monitor climate change
and its effects

2017 North Bay Wildfires
The devastating wildfires that swept Sonoma County in October of 2017 were historically unprecedented – the costliest
in U.S. history – carried by extreme winds and fueled by months of record high temperature and thick vegetation from
the previous, very wet winter. Scientists agree that while climate change did not cause the fires, a combination of
extreme conditions driven by climate change exacerbated their effects. Fire risk is only one of the alarming trends
emerging in Sonoma County, along with increasing risks of drought, heat waves, extreme storms and flooding, and
rising seas. These are the risks articulated in the RCPA’s Climate Hazards and Vulnerabilities Assessment and those for
which we must become increasingly prepared.
The RCPA and SCTA have been working alongside our member jurisdiction staff to address the immediate emergency
response and recovery needs. Staff supported the Emergency Operations Center with mapping, data analysis, and
communication tools to understand the extent of fire related losses. Staff have also been supporting the joint city-county
Housing Ad Hoc to understand both immediate and long term recovery needs, and to facilitate multi-jurisdictional
coordination between cities, the county, the region, and state.
The fires have re-oriented much of the work to be done in 2018 and beyond, and the SCTA and RCPA will continue to
assist our government and community partners with information resources and staff support for recovery and resilient
community planning needs.
2017 SCTA & RCPA Annual Report
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Urban Footprint
The RCPA and SCTA partnered with the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District to develop
a Sonoma County version of the Urban Footprint (UF) scenario planning tool, completed and released in 2017. Urban
Footprint, developed by Calthorpe Analytics, is a spatially explicit community planning tool that allows for a comparison of various land use and development scenarios for their impacts on multiple metrics of community resilience and
well-being.
The Sonoma County model of UF included the development of a base canvas, based on existing land-uses and data regarding the impacts of those land uses on transportation, energy consumption, air quality, household costs, and greenhouse gas emissions. Existing land uses can be summarized and compared across three main categories: standard suburban, compact walkable, and urban. The UF analysis of existing land uses reveals the value of local land use policies
and growth patterns from a community resilience perspective, as residents living in compact walkable orurban areas
experience significantly lower household costs and environmental impacts.
The initial Sonoma County UF project also evaluated 5 future growth scenarios ranging from sprawl to the very focused
land use aspirations of the Climate Action 2020 Plan. These scenarios reveal the community value of existing policies
like Urban Growth Boundaries and the importance of growing in alignment with community goals. The full results of the
Sonoma County UF project can be found at: http://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Sonoma-County-Scenarios-Presentation-11-Dec-2017.pdf. UF can be used by any local jurisdiction in the future to evaluate additional land use
scenarios.
Urban Footprint, Land Development Categories, Comparison for Sonoma County (typical household, 2015)
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
The SCTA and RCPA teams have worked to promote our
programs and directly engage the public through a number of forums, public events and online outreach tools.
There are a number of highlights from our community
engagement.

Public Events
Promoted the Shift Plan at the Sonoma County Fair;
Supported Drive Electric Day; Shared information on
Zipcar car sharing at the Santa Rosa Wednesday Night
Market; Presented on local climate action at Together at
the Table with the Sonoma County Library.

Forums
Conducted a Shift Public Workshop to collect feedback
on the low-carbon transportation plan; Co-hosted a
presentation and discussion on climate communication;
Organized a BayREN Multi-family Building Enhancements
information workshop.

Online

SCTA/RCPA staff presenting Zipcar at the Wednesday night market

Conducted a Shift survey and promoted a community
engagement site powered by PlaceSpeak; Promoted a
community survey on California State Route 37.

Over 550 new electric vehicles purchased through local programs.
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SCTA FINANCIAL REPORT
Year ending June 30, 2017

SCTA

TFCA

Measure M

Total

Revenues
Sales/Use Taxes
Interest Earnings
Federal
State
Regional
Local
Other
Total Revenues

$$1,795
$796,320
$638,220
$$362,030
$3,288
$1,801,653

$$3,321
$$$614,042
$$17,894
$635,257

$23,044,870
$240,999
$523,692
$785,069
$$$310
$24,594,940

$23,044,870
$246,115
$1,320,012
$1,423,289
$614,042
$362,030
$21,492
$27,031,850

Expenditures
Salaries & Benefits
Services and Supplies
Contributions to Other Govts
Other Expenses
Reimbursements
Total Expenditures

$1,323,761
$404,372
$17,976
$$$1,746,109

$$29,646
$427,496
$$$457,142

$$1,602,109
$8,237,671
$9,165,399
$$19,005,179

$1,323,761
$2,036,127
$8,683,143
$9,165,399
$$21,208,430

Starting Fund Balance
Total Revenue
Total Expenditures
Audit Adjustments
Change in Fund Balance
Ending Fund Balance

$737,480
$1,801,653
$1,746,109
$$55,544
$793,024

$506,992
$635,257
$457,142
$$178,115
$685,107

$51,069,629
$24,594,940
$19,005,179
$$5,589,761
$56,659,390

$52,314,101
$27,031,850
$21,208,430
$$5,823,420
$58,137,521

SCTA & RCPA Staff
Suzanne Smith, Executive Director
Brant Arthur, Community Affairs Specialist

Carolyn Glanton, Climate Action Coordinator

Chris Barney, Senior Transportation Planner

Drew Nichols, Administrative Assistant

James Cameron, Director of Projects & Programming

Janet Spilman, Director of Planning

Lauren Casey, Director of Climate Programs

Dana Turréy, Transportation Planner

Marge Fernandez, Department Analyst

Susan Underwood, Administrative Assistant

Seana Gause, Senior Project/Program Analyst

Julian Ruzzier-Gaul - Civicspark Fellow
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RCPA FINANCIAL REPORT
Year ending June 30, 2017

Revenues

Total

Interest

$1,946

Federal Grants - BayREN

$566,156

County/Agency Contributions

$56,820

Cities Contributions

$165,713

Miscellaneous Revenue

$-

State Grants - CA2020

$-

Total Revenues

$790,635

Expenditures
RCPA Staff Time

$382,339

Consultant Services

$260,989

Legal Services

$122,460

Fiscal Accounting Services

$5,770

Annual Audit

$6,326

Operational Expenditures, Insurance, Supplies, etc.

$30,794

Total Expenditures

$808,679

Starting Fund Balance

$255,209

Total Revenue

$790,635

Total Expenditures

$808,679

Change in Fund Balance

($18,044)

Ending Fund Balance

$237,165
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