
 

411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 | 707.565.5373 | scta.ca.gov | rcpa.ca.gov 

Staff Report 
To: Technical Advisory Committee  

From: Janet Spilman, Director of Planning 

Item: SCTA submission of regionally significant projects 

Date: March 28, 2019 
 

Issue:  

How will jurisdictions and the SCTA respond to the MTC request for submission of regionally significant 
projects for inclusion in Plan Bay Area 2050?  

Background:   

The process toward MTC’s adoption of Plan Bay Area 2050 (PBA 2050) in 2021 began with the visioning 
exercise of Horizon. Horizon identified and assessed the impacts of a variety of potential futures. See more on 
Horizon here https://mtc.ca.gov/our-work/plans-projects/horizon. During this process, project sponsors of 
the costliest regionally significant projects from Plan Bay Area 2040 (adopted in 2017) were asked to update 
project assumptions. The next step was an open request for “Transformative Projects” (new projects costing 
more than $1 billion).  

Highway 37 widening + resilience + express bus project was submitted by multiple agencies for multiple 
components as a Transformative Project earlier in this process. SMART to Solano, SMART across the 
Richmond Bridge and Highway 12 widening in Solano County were also submitted. These projects are all 
subject to MTC performance assessment, which is underway. 

Regionally Significant Projects 

As Horizon winds down and PBA 2050 begins, MTC requests 
submittal of new “Regionally Significant” projects. These projects 
are large (more than ¼ mile) on the principal arterial system or 
on fixed guideways. They would add capacity and generally cost 
over $250 million. 

This map shows the principal arterial system in Sonoma County. 
For a better look see Caltrans’ website here: 
https://caltrans.maps.arcgis.com 

After SCTA approval in July 2019, new regionally significant 
projects will be submitted to MTC. MTC will then assess the 
costliest projects to estimate their societal benefits to inform 
project prioritization and the development of Plan Bay Area 
2050’s investment strategy. Prior to the Plan’s adoption, MTC will 
collectively assess the prioritized projects to estimate 
potential environmental impacts. 

These projects will be included for consideration in the SCTA 
Comprehensive Transportation Plan and will not require a separate submission for the countywide plan. 
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The application is attached. 

Carryover from Plan Bay Area 2040 (2017) 

Below is the list of Regionally Significant projects from Plan Bay Area 2040 (2017). Of them, Hearn Avenue and 
101 Marin Sonoma Narrows are in the TIP and eligible to receive funding. All other projects need review. 

 Project name Cost in $M 

Santa Rosa Hearn Avenue Interchange $ 36  

Cotati Cotati Highway 116 Cotati Corridor Improvements $ 20  

Windsor Arata Lane Interchange $ 4  

Cotati Cotati US 101/Railroad Avenue Improvements (incl. Penngrove) $ 56  

Windsor Shiloh Road Interchange Reconstruction $ 27  

Petaluma Petaluma Crosstown Connector and Rainier Interchange $ 123  

SCTA US 101 Marin/Sonoma Narrows (Sonoma) $374 

Santa Rosa Farmers Lane extension between Bennett Valley Rd and Yolanda Avenue $72 

Petaluma Road Diet Extension - Petaluma Boulevard South $3 

SMART SMART Petaluma Infill Station $11  

SCTA Enhance bus service frequencies in Sonoma County $409  

SMART SMART Rail Extension to Windsor + Environmental to Cloverdale + Bike Path $49  

 

Programmatic categories 

Projects that do not meet the criteria for regionally significant will be included in their respective 
programmatic categories. These smaller projects would not be subject to the same performance assessment. 
Listing a project in a programmatic category will allow flexibility for some change in the project name, scope 
and cost later when it is considered for inclusion in the TIP and eligible for funding. See Exhibit B for the Draft 
Programmatic Categories. The submittal process for these projects will occur later this year and will be 
coordinated with the CTP Call for Projects. 

Policy Impacts: 

Approval of Regionally Significantly projects and submission to MTC for inclusion in PBA 2050 is within SCTA 
policies.  

Fiscal Impacts: 

PBA 2050 is a fiscally constrained plan and the SCTA is budgeted $2.6 billion for consideration of projects. This 
is more than twice the budget in the last plan. As revenue estimates are firmed up the amount is likely to be 
reduced. Projects included in PBA 2050 will be eligible for future funding.  

Staff Recommendation: 

Information only. 


