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BOARD OF DIRECTORS AGENDA 
December 9, 2019 – 2:30 p.m.  

SCTA/RCPA Board Room 
411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

 

1. Call to order the meeting of the Sonoma County Transportation Authority (SCTA) and the Sonoma 
County Regional Climate Protection Authority (RCPA) 

2. Public comment on items not on the regular agenda 

3. Consent Calendar 

A. SCTA/RCPA Concurrent Items 
3.1. Admin – meeting notes from November 4, 2019 (ACTION)* 
3.2. Admin – FY18/19 Annual Audits for SCTA, RCPA, and Measure M (ACTION)* 

B. SCTA Items 
3.3. Safety – Request for Proposals for the Vision Zero data dashboard consultant (ACTION)* 
3.4. Planning – Amendment No. 1 extending the term of Agreement No. SCTA19011 with Fehr & 

Peers for the travel behavior study and model improvements (ACTION)* 
3.5. Measure M – Cooperative Agreement M70510 and appropriation request for Arnold Drive Bike 

Lanes (ACTION)* 

4. Regular Calendar  

A. RCPA Items 
4.1. RCPA Projects and Planning [estimated time – 2:45pm] 

4.1.1. Admin – Draft fund and development plan (ACTION)* 

B. SCTA Items 
4.2. SCTA Planning [estimated time – 3:30pm] 

4.2.1. CTP – Evaluating projects, policies, and meeting performance targets (REPORT)* 
4.2.2. CTP – Travel behavior study presentation (REPORT)* 

5. Reports and Announcements 
5.1. Executive Committee report 
5.2. Regional agency reports  
5.3. Advisory Committee agendas* 
5.4. SCTA/RCPA staff report  

5.4.1. RCPA Activities (REPORT)*  
5.4.2. Planning Activities (REPORT)* 
5.4.3. SCTA/RCPA Community Affairs (REPORT)* 
5.4.4. Highways – update on State Highway projects (REPORT) 

5.5. Announcements  

6. Adjourn  
 
*Materials attached. 
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The next SCTA/RCPA meeting will be held January 13, 2020  
Copies of the full Agenda Packet are available at http://scta.ca.gov/meetings-and-events/board-meetings/   

DISABLED ACCOMMODATION: If you have a disability that requires the agenda materials to be in an alternate format or that requires an interpreter or 
other person to assist you while attending this meeting, please contact the SCTA/RCPA at least 72 hours prior to the meeting to ensure arrangements 
for accommodation. 

SB 343 DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS: Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the SCTA/RCPA after distribution 
of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the SCTA/RCPA office at 411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA, 95404, during normal business 
hours. 

Pagers, cellular telephones and all other communication devices should be turned off during the committee meeting to avoid electrical interference 
with the sound recording system. 

TO REDUCE GHG EMISSIONS: Please consider carpooling or taking transit to this meeting.  For more information check www.511.org, 
www.srcity.org/citybus, www.sctransit.com or https://carmacarpool.com/sfbay  
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 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING  

Meeting Minutes of November 4, 2019 

 

1. Call to order the meeting of the Sonoma 
County Transportation Authority (SCTA) and 
the Sonoma County Regional Climate 
Protection Authority (RCPA) 

Meeting called to order at 2:32 p.m. by Chair Mark 
Landman. 

Directors Present:  Director Mark Landman, Chair, 
City of Cotati; Director Susan Gorin, Vice Chair, 
Supervisor, First District; Director Melanie Bagby, 
City of Cloverdale; Director Joseph Callinan, City of 
Rohnert Park Director; Sarah Gurney, City of 
Sebastopol; Director Logan Harvey, City of 
Sonoma; Director Kathy Miller, City of Petaluma; 
Director Joe Naujokas, City of Healdsburg; Director 
David Rabbitt, Supervisor, Second District; Director 
Sam Salmon, Town of Windsor; Director Shirlee 
Zane, Supervisor, Third District.  

Directors Absent: Director Chris Rogers, City of 
Santa Rosa. 

2. Public comment on items not on the regular 
agenda 

Steve Birdlebough commented on an article that 
explored the reorganizing city blocks for 
walkability and cycling. The article highlighted the 
reductions in VMT and GHG emissions.  

Mr. Birdlebough suggested the merging of effort 
from the RCPA and SCTA to focus on changing the 
way we organize cities.  

3. Consent Calendar 

A. SCTA Items 

3.1. Admin – Q1 financial report 
(ACTION)*  

3.2. Admin – meeting notes from October 
14, 2019 (ACTION)* 

The consent calendar was approved unanimously 
by a vote of acclimation.  

4. Regular Calendar 

A. SCTA/RCPA Items  

4.1 SCTA Planning 

4.1.1 CTP – Orientation on goals 
and performance 
measures (REPORT)  

Suzanne Smith introduced the Comprehensive 
Transportation Plan (CTP) topic and provided the 
framework and the connection to the Measure M 
reauthorization expenditure plan.  

The CTP team is composed of internal staff 
crafting documents using guidance from the Board 
of Directors. 

Chris Barney presented on the CTP goals and 
performance metrics. The schedule for reviewing 
and updating these items was outlined and the 
goals and performance measures in the previous 
CTP discussed. All of these goals are focused on 
transportation. 

Each goal has an identified metric associated with 
the measurement of progress over time, and to 
look at the future for trends.  

These goals presented include: Maintain the 
System, Relieve Traffic Congestion, Reduce GHG 
Emissions, Plan for Safety and Health, and 
Promote Economic Vitality.  

In relation to the Maintain the System goal, Mr. 
Barney highlighted the two parts included in the 
goal: Pavement Condition and Transit System 
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Condition. The Pavement Condition goal – that 
uses the Pavement Condition Index (PCI) 
published by MTC – seeks to improve the 
countywide PCI for arterial and collector street to 
a score of 80 by 2040; residential streets- 65 by 
2040. 

For the Transit System Condition, the CTP set a 
goal to reduce the average bus fleet age by 25% 
below 2010-12 average fleet by 2040.  

The current PCI at the county level was described. 
As a whole, the countywide roadways remain in 
the at-risk category with a PCI of 54. A total of $4.4 
billion is needed to reach a state of good repair 
through 2050.   

Director Rabbitt commented on the amount of 
roadway miles in the unincorporated county and 
the unprecedented investment by the Sonoma 
County Board of Supervisors over the past eight 
years on roadway funding. 

Chair Landman noted the PCI is a three year 
average and when looking at where each 
jurisdiction is individually, the PCI will continue to 
increase with each investment. 

Vice Chair Gorin added the PCI is a realistic 
illustration of the state of roadways countywide. 

Mr. Barney further highlighted the differences 
between the three functional classifications of 
roadways – arterial, collector, and residential – in 
each jurisdiction.  Arterials and collectors are 
better overall.   

Staff are working on a transit metric that includes 
more than just the capital assets, such as service 
and ridership. This will be investigated further with 
the help of the Transit-Technical Advisory 
Committee. 

Mr. Barney transitioned to the set of goals related 
to congestion and GHG emissions. The goals set 
aim to reduce Person Hours of Delay by 20% below 
2005 levels by 2040 and to reduce GHG emissions 
to 40% below 1990 levels by 2040.  

The recent increase of congestion in 2017 is 
attributed to the wildfires and changing traffic 
patterns. 

The Safety and Health goal is separated into two 
parts: Active Modes and Collision Rates. The Active 
Transportation goal aims to reduce drive alone 
mode share to 33.3% by 2040 and increase active 
transportation to 15% by 2040.  

Regarding collision rates, the goal aims to reduce 
collisions by 1 daily through 2040. SCTA and the 
Sonoma County Department of Health Services 
have recently kicked off the Vision Zero project 
and are poised to help make progress in this 
category.  

The Economic Vitality goal is another goal 
separated into two pieces – supporting the 
economy via goods movement and reducing the 
average household travel cost and making 
transportation accessible to all.  

Mr. Barney displayed graphics that illustrated the 
average commute time in Sonoma County overall, 
drive alone, and carpool. Sonoma County is still an 
auto-oriented community but commute times are 
relatively short when compared to the rest of the 
region with a small share of commuters travelling 
more than 45 minutes. 

Vice Chair Gorin commented on the data that 
showed commuters in Contra Costa and Solano 
Counties have a commuting time greater than 90 
minutes.  

Mr. Barney highlighted the share of household 
income spent on transportation and housing in 
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Sonoma County versus the San Francisco Bay 
Area, 24% versus 17% respectively.   

Mr. Barney further presented on the additional 
considerations that will inform this update. In 
December, the Travel Behavior Study will be 
released and will include more information on 
commuting, travel patterns, and travel flows in 
Sonoma County. 

Director Miller commented that fares for SMART 
are more expensive than BART and fares for 
Golden Gate Transit are not cheap either. This 
could explain the high household transportation 
costs in commuting.  

Mr. Barney summarized all the performance 
measures attached to the goals and highlighted 
the additional information and data that will be 
tracked and reported on through the CTP update.  

The Board of Directors will hear presentation on 
measuring performance in December. A workshop 
on the CTP goals will also be held with the Board 
of Directors in January. 

Chair Landman opened for questions from the 
Board of Directors.  

Director Bagby commented on the Portland Green 
Dividend and is interested in the process to look at 
the goals through that lens and making sure there 
is an emphasis on dense cities for growth and as a 
driver of economic development. 

Director Gurney commented that the residential 
streets are being used as collector and arterial 
streets in Sebastopol, given the two highways that 
intersect in the city.  

Director Gurney further wondered about streets 
being characterized by General Plans and what to 
do we do as a Board and looking at goals set at 

2040 to match the goals with the reality facing the 
cities. 

Mr. Barney responded that part of the last CTP 
update tried to look at short term and local actions 
versus long term and larger scale actions.  

This CTP is looking at a horizon year of 2050.  

Director Harvey reflected on the comments by 
Director Bagby, where transportation, housing, 
and jobs have all formed a nexus to reduce GHG 
emissions and wondered if Staff be interested in 
exploring other regional ideas related to this topic, 
pending Board support.  

Director Harvey further asked which strategies 
were employed to reduce congestion and GHG 
emissions.  

Mr. Barney responded that question will be 
explored more deeply in December, and added 
briefly that staff looked at the vehicle fuel 
economy and pricing related to GHG emissions to 
make it more expensive to drive.  

Director Harvey further commented on travel to 
San Francisco and wondered about a messaging 
campaign to encourage individuals to use public 
transport. 

Mr. Barney responded it has not been done in the 
past, but can be looked into further.  

Chair Landman opened for Public Comment. 

Steve Birdlebough supported the message to look 
at the cost of driving and noted that whenever 
considering options to rise money, there is an 
option for a countywide gas tax.  

Chair Landman opened for comments by the 
Board of Directors. 

Director Salmon commented that VMT is becoming 
a planning issue and discussion on congestion is 
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limited to the peak hours, stating there is a lot that 
can be done outside the peak hours such as the 
functionality of roundabouts in the non-peak 
hours. 

In addition, Director Salmon commented on 
measuring the effectiveness of the carpool lanes, 
noting the frequent use by single drivers during 
the carpool lane illegally.  

Ms. Smith responded to the comment by stating it 
is extremely challenging to convert a carpool to 
mixed flow lane given air quality requirements 
from the federal level.  

This topic had led to two types of discussions: 
removing the carpool lanes all together, or pricing 
carpool lanes. This is currently being discussed 
more in Southern California compared to the 
Northern California, but will report back to the 
Board upon further information.  

Ms. Smith also added the difference in Southern 
California, comparatively, is the highways have 
multiple carpool lanes that can allow a lane to be 
converted to a mix-flow. 

Director Zane commented on the effectiveness of 
the carpool lanes, and the lack of enforcement 
during the carpool hours. 

Director Miller commented on the mixed flow 
lanes in Interstate 680 in the East Bay and asked if 
information is available on the effectiveness. 

Ms. Smith responded that the information can be 
available and that there is a group who meets to 
discuss this topic. If there is an interest of a Board 
discussion the value of HOV and Express lanes, 
that can be arranged. 

Chair Landman asked the Board if there is an 
interest for tolling options, or looking for 

information on the flexibility vis-a-vie the actual 
effectiveness of HOV lanes. 

Director Naujokas recalled that this topic has been 
brought up previously and requested to have an 
agenda item as a discussion for this topic. 

Director Salmon added that other countries have 
photographic capabilities to issue citations. 

Director Harvey rejected the notion of tolling HOV 
lanes, adding the electric vehicles in the carpool 
lanes are a “pay-for” situation.  

Director Harvey suggested the interest created a 
bus-only lane should there be a lane change. If the 
goal is to reduce GHG emissions and VMT, it should 
not be about having a good time in a car.  

Chair Landman expressed a curiosity to see the 
difference in traffic if all the unused space in the 
HOV lane is actually utilized. 

4.1.2 CTP – outreach status 
report (REPORT) 

Brant Arthur reported on the public outreach 
element of the Comprehensive Transportation 
Plan (CTP). 

The outreach focused on the underrepresented 
and disadvantaged communities.  

In order to effectively do this, SCTA partnered with 
several community-based organizations, including 
the Center for Well-Being, North Bay Organizing 
Project, Council on Aging, and Community Action 
Partnership. 

Half of these meeting were held in Spanish. 

Phase one of the outreach was completed in July 
and August 2019. There was a total of 12 meetings 
with 110 attendees and 83 responses to the survey.  

 

7



Mr. Brant highlighted the themes that came out of 
these meetings:  

- Time  

Most use a car and becomes stuck in traffic due to 
other options and increases the amount of time to 
travel. Additionally, round trip travel via public 
transport takes too much time and many older 
adults do not have the stamina to spend the day 
using transit to go to doctor’s appointment and 
everyday shopping. 

- Maintenance 

The potholes in the roadways are damaging 
vehicles and makes bicycling more difficult. 
Respondents noted that sidewalks and streets 
need to be better maintained, and connected, for 
walking and/or bicycling. 

- Cost 

Participants also suggested that transit should be 
free for everyone, or made available at a reduced 
cost for youth and older adults. 

- Safety 

There is not enough space reserved on the streets 
for bicycles/walking. As well, respondents noted 
that there is a lack of lighting around bus stops 
and transit service is infrequent at night. 

- Environment 

Responses received supported the notion that 
vehicle pollution is bad for the climate, as well as 
for public health.  

- Accessibility 

It was noted as well that bus drivers do not speak 
Spanish, and other transportation-related 
information is only in English.  

 

- Increased Investment 

There is a perceived gap in transportation 
investments compared to other communities, i.e. 
lack of a regional east-west public transport route 
between counties. 

Mr. Arthur further explained the survey responses 
and their accompanying graphs on priorities, 
rankings, and levels of support for funding options. 

Mr. Arthur noted that phase two of public outreach 
will begin soon and a series of webinars will be 
held on potholes, transit, and related topics to the 
CTP. 

Chair Landman opened for questions from the 
Board of Directors. 

Director Zane recalled the Elderly and Disability 
Advisory Committee by MTC and commented on 
the challenges facing the aging population in 
Sonoma County, especially with regards to 
concerns over isolation. 

Director Zane further commented that transit 
access for the elderly population should be a 
major issue for the Board of Directors to make sure 
seniors do not become isolated.  

Director Gurney suggested to reach out to Burbank 
Heights and the public library for outreach.  

Director Gurney further commented on the 
absence of the term “reliability” (of transit) as a 
prompt or response in the survey. 

Director Bagby asked how the categories were 
established. 

Mr. Arthur responded these were based broadly off 
of previous surveys and was adapted to compare 
against past years.  

Chair Landman reiterated the importance to hear 
input from all throughout the county. 

8



There was no comments from the members of the 
public on this item. 

4.1.3 Transit – Transit Integration 
and Efficiency Study (TIES) 
final report presentation 
(REPORT)  

Dana Turrey introduced the Transit Integration 
and Efficiency Study. This Study is a technical 
analysis on the opportunities for greater 
integrations and efficiency of the three local bus 
operators. The Study looked at the governance 
and structural organizations of the three systems 
in Sonoma County.  

Ms. Turrey provided a background to this project 
and the related work in previous years. This report 
is a deeper and more local study funded by the 
City of Santa Rosa and MTC, and was conducted by 
SCTA with consultant support from 
Nelson/Nygaard and McGuire Management 
Consultancy. 

Tim Payne, Nelson Nygaard, presented on the 
study’s findings.  

Mr. Payne first noted the three operators are 
already working on some of the recommendations 
identified, such as coordinating schedules, fares, 
and transfer agreements. 

Mr. Payne also commented on the historical 
consolidation of transit service at the County level 
(Sebastopol Transit, Healdsburg Transit, and 
Sonoma Transit being absorbed by Sonoma 
County Transit). 

Sonoma County local bus ridership for 2017 was at 
3,548,655, whereas the Travel Behavior Study 
found that 89% of vehicle travel trips within the 
county remained within the county. The ability of 
the local transit operators to move people 
throughout the county seamlessly is important. 

The study was not to look how transit can solve all 
of our transportation problems; rather, the three 
agencies working together to improve through 
coordination and integration and identify 
opportunities for increased integration that are 
feasible and meet the desired outcomes. 

TIES studied these questions in the lens of 
communication, coordination, collaboration, and 
consolidation, also referred to as the “Four C’s” 
and the goal is to improve transit through these 
“Fours C’s.” 

The outcomes should improve rider experience, 
increase efficiency of delivering quality transit 
service, and reduce operating and capital costs to 
enable this improved service. 

The topics the Study analyzed include physical 
assets, technology systems, customer service and 
marketing, customer experience, the fixed route 
system, paratransit operations, finance, labor 
force, and governance. 

The opportunities identified and the related 
recommendations that are established in a phased 
approach: 

- Phase 1: Building the Integration 
Framework; recommended development 
of a plan for improving communication 
with the public. 

- Phase 2: Demonstrate Integration 
Effectiveness; recommended merging 
customer service operations. 

- Phase 3: Complex Integration; 
recommended the development of a 
unified transit brand. 

- Phase 4: Consolidation Options; 
recommended to consolidate the systems. 
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Mr. Payne described each phase and highlighted 
one recommendation identified. 

The next steps underway include the Short Range 
Transit Plan and Connected Communities 
Transportation Study by the Area Agency on Aging. 

Chair Landman opened for questions from the 
Board of Directors. 

Director Naujokas commented on the obstacles 
with consolidation of the transit service and asked 
what examples are available to illustrate this 
challenge with consolidation. 

Mr. Payne responded that some obstacles with 
consolidation reside with labor unions and PERS 
obligations such as Santa Rosa CityBus is a city-
operated system where operators are employees 
of the City and Sonoma County Transit is a 
contracted operation and are not unionized. 

Vice Chair Gorin commented on how the agencies 
could work together and to encourage our 
population to use public transit more. 

Mr. Payne added the cultural and generational 
differences as to why some do not use transit, 
including how and where we grew up. 

Director Salmon commented on the Windsor 
Shuttle, Windsor Hopper, and the mainline route 
that served a wide variety of individuals, although 
did not in a meaningful way.  When treating the 
shuttle as a main line connector, it is not working 
due to the route configuration and length of time 
to travel. 

Mr. Payne agreed with the comment and also 
added that the study’s limited scope was 
intentional to look at integration possibilities 
instead of changing the transit network.  

Director Gurney noted admiration to the depth of 
expertise and knowledge of those who contributed 

to the study and reminded to keep in mind the 
rural communities and the difficulties of living 
outside the Highway 101 corridor without a 
vehicle. 

Mr. Payne acknowledged the comment with the 
example of doctor’s offices and grocery stores 
once being in every city and individuals did not 
need to travel far to see their doctor or get 
groceries as they do today.  

Chair Landman opened for public comment. 

Steve Birdlebough commented that the vast 
majority for funding for transit comes from the 
State leaving the city’s transit operators to do the 
best they can with the funding available.  

Director Naujokas asked for clarification on what 
leverage the SCTA has to inspire, encourage, or 
entice transit to move forward with some of the 
recommendations.  

Suzanne Smith responded that the SCTA is not a 
transit operator, but does play a role with funding 
directly through the sales tax measure funds vis-a-
vie formula criteria and performance measures.  

Chair Landman commented on the 
recommendations in TIES and summarized the 
comments from the Board of Directors. 

Director Callinan left the meeting at 4:40pm. 

4.2 SCTA Projects and Programming 

4.2.1 FASTER – identify priorities 
for a possible regional 
ballot measure 

Suzanne Smith presented on the project list 
related to the potential FASTER ballot measure.  

Currently, FASTER has been discussed more within 
the policy and criteria areas and the legislative 
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delegation has asked for project ideas and 
priorities. 

A Call for Projects was issued for the 
Comprehensive Transportation Plan and projects 
submitted helped inform this list. 

The project list presented not only includes transit, 
but also access to highway corridors, bicycle 
projects, and multi-modal corridor access. 

FASTER seeking to have bill language be as 
complete as possible by the end of January and 
Ms. Smith spoke on the discussions held previously 
with the steering committee. 

Director Bagby commented that when the power 
goes out, especially related to PG&E’s PSPS, traffic 
lights are also off and that roundabouts do not 
require power. 

Director Bagby asked about strategic, resiliency 
projects related to the project list.  

Ms. Smith responded this topic was brought up by 
the SCTA Technical Advisory Committee/Public 
Works staff due to the new dynamic FASTER brings 
and continues to be identified. 

Staff is hoping to have this project list refined and 
submitted by the end of this week. 

Director Harvey suggested some amount of uber-
type, rideshare program, transit stop/center 
upgrades, and bicycle/pedestrian connectivity of 
Highway 12 and Arnold Drive. 

Director Rabbitt added that this is not an MTC 
effort. 

Ms. Smith summarized there is a need to 
demonstrate to the legislators that there is a need 
and to explain how to have the return to source for 
the transformative projects entertained.  

Chair Landman highlighted this idea lays out 
where regionalism can fail and what is actually 
transformational in one area is not necessarily 
transformational in another area. 

There was no public comment on this item.  

Director Naujokas further stated that if there is one 
transformative project to submit, to let it be transit 
and how to get individuals out cars.  

The Board of Directors agreed to support the 
project list pending changes from jurisdictional 
staff. 

B. RCPA Items  

4.3 RCPA Projects and Planning    

4.3.1 BayREN – status of the 
Water Bill Savings Program 
(REPORT)  

Chris Cone presented to the Board of Directors an 
update on the BayREN Water Bill Savings Program 
(WBSP).  

Ms. Cone highlighted the program’s offer to 
municipal water customers to install water 
conservation improvements with no up-front 
payment, no new debt obligation, no credit checks 
and no liens using a monthly on-bill charge that is 
significantly lower than the estimated savings. 

Participants pay the on-bill charge only while they 
are a water utility customer at the project location.  

This regional program is based on three pilot 
programs in Windsor, Hayward, and the East Bay 
Municipal Water District.  

Organized under MTC/ABAG and the Bay Area 
Regional Energy Network (BayREN), this program 
facilitates low-cost capital, centralizes 
administration, streamlines service delivery, and 
simplifies program operation. 
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Ms. Cone described the program goals and 
funding, noting that there is potential for this 
program to be self-supporting.  

Ms. Cone further reported that MTC has approved 
a $1 million line of credit for ABAG to finance WBSP 
projects in 2020. 

Ms. Cone outlined the Master Agreement packet 
and related exhibits between ABAG and partner 
utilities. This agreement defines the terms for 
financing service and provides utilities the option 
to participate in program marketing and QAQC 
inspections. The related exhibits include a model 
fee schedule, roles and responsibilities definitions, 
on-bill charge details, payment report template, 
and common terms.  

Forthcoming exhibits also include agreements for 
program operator(s), contractors, and 
participating customers. 

Ms. Cone further reported on the Plug and Play 
character of the program that will use a program 
operator to implement a centralized, streamlined 
service.  

Ms. Cone summarized the progress to date since 
January 2019. The next steps include a 
presentation to the ABAG Executive Board on 
November 21 to request the Board authorize the 
Executive Director to enter into master 
agreements with enrolling water utilities. (Note: 
The ABAG Executive Board unanimously approved 
the request.) 

Chair Landman stated interest to see this 
program’s development in the next year. 

There was no public comment or additional 
commented from the Board of Directors. 

 

 

5. Reports and Announcements 

5.1 Executive Committee report 

The Executive Committee did not meet this month.  

5.2 Regional agency Report 

N/A 

5.3 Advisory Committee agendas* 

Included in the agenda packet. 

5.4 SCTA/RCPA staff report 

5.4.1 RCPA Activities Report 

Included in the agenda packet. 

5.4.2 SCTA Planning Activities 

Included in the agenda packet. 

5.4.3 SCTA/RCPA Community 
Affairs Report 

Included in the agenda packet. 

5.4.4 Highways – update on 
State Highway projects 

This is provided to the Board of Directors each 
month for their interest. 

5.5 Announcements  

Director Gurney announced the North Bay Electric 
Auto Association is meeting on November 9, 
10:00am to noon. This will help those understand 
and to learn about the transition to electric cars. 

6. Adjourn  

Meeting adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 
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Staff Report 
 

 

Issue 

Shall the SCTA/RCPA accept the three annual audits performed by Pisenti & Brinker, LLP covering FY18/19? 

Recommendation 

Consider accepting the FY18/19 SCTA, RCPA and Measure M audits. 

Advisory Committee Recommendation 

The CAC reviewed the Measure M audit at their November 25, 2019 meeting and found it to be acceptable. 

Alternatives Considered 

Not applicable to this item. 

Executive Summary 

A team from Pisenti & Brinker, LLP performed the FY18/19 audits.  The CAC reviewed the Measure M audit at 
their November 25, 2019 meeting and found it to be acceptable.  

Pisenti & Brinker reported an unqualified opinion, meaning the financial statements are materially accurate.  

There are no management issues identified in the audits. 

Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals  

Not applicable to this item. 

Financial Implications 

Is there a fiscal impact? Yes  ☐         No  ☒  

Is there funding in the current budget? Yes  ☐         No  ☐  

The funding source(s) to be used are:   

Background 

The SCTA is required to have an annual audit performed on the overall finances of two separate programs: 
Sonoma County Transportation Authority general operations and Measure M.  

To:  SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors Meeting Date: 12/9/19 
From:  Suzanne Smith, Executive Director Item Number: 3.2 
Subject: FY18/19 Annual Audits for SCTA, RCPA, and Measure M 

Consent Item: ☒           Regular Item: ☐           Action Item: ☒           Report: ☐  
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The RCPA is required to have an annual audit performed on the overall finances of the Sonoma County 
Regional Climate Protection Authority general operations.  

In addition to the annual audits, the SCTA and RCPA are required to perform a Single Audit if more than 
$750,000 in federal funds is expended for each agency within a fiscal year. During the audited period of 
FY18/19, the SCTA exceeded this threshold. The SCTA utilized federal funds from MTC for Congestion 
Management Agency Planning, and Carshare Program.  Measure M utilized federal funds from Caltrans for the 
Safe Routes To School Program, and the Highway 101 MSN (B2 Phase 2) Sonoma Median Widening HOV Lane 
project. 

Supporting Documents  

Attached: FY18/19 Audited Financial Statements for the SCTA, RCPA, and Measure M. 
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Independent Auditor's Report 
 
Board of Directors 
Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
Santa Rosa, California 
 
Report on the Financial Statements 
 
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities and each major fund of the 
Sonoma County Transportation Authority ("SCTA") and the notes to the financial statements, which collectively 
comprise the basic financial statements, as of and for the year ended June 30, 2019, as listed in the table of contents.  
 
Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements 
 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in accordance with 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this responsibility includes the design, 
implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial 
statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 
 
Auditor's Responsibility 
 
Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our audit in 
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and standards applicable to 
financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 
Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial 
statements are free from material misstatement.  
 
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial 
statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment, including the assessment of the risks of material 
misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor 
considers internal control relevant to the entity's preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to 
design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of the entity's internal control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating 
the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by 
management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.  
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion.  
 
Opinions 
 
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the respective financial 
position of the governmental activities and each major fund of SCTA as of June 30, 2019, and the respective changes in 
financial position for the year then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America. 
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Independent Auditor's Report (continued) 

 
Other Matters 
 
Required Supplementary Information 
 
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the budgetary comparison 
information, management's discussion and analysis and supplemental schedules of pension information, as listed in the 
table of contents be presented to supplement the basic financial statements. Such information, although not a part of the 
basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an 
essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or 
historical context. We have applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in accordance 
with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of management 
about the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for consistency with management's 
responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic 
financial statements. We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the limited 
procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance. 
 
Supplementary Information 
 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively comprise 
SCTA's basic financial statements. The schedule of expenditures of federal awards, as required by Title 2 U.S. Code of 
Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for 
Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance) and the related notes to the schedule of expenditures of federal awards are 
presented for purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the basic financial statements. 
 
The schedule of expenditures of federal awards and the related notes are the responsibility of management and were 
derived from and relate directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial 
statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial 
statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the 
underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic financial statements or to the basic financial statements 
themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America. In our opinion, the schedule of expenditures of federal awards is fairly stated, in all material respects, 
in relation to the basic financial statements as a whole. 
 
The Roster of Board Members has not been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic 
financial statements, and accordingly, we do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on it. 
 
Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 
 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated November 20, 2019, on our 
consideration of SCTA's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its compliance with certain provisions 
of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other matters. The purpose of that report is to describe the scope 
of our testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an 
opinion on the effectiveness of SCTA’s internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral 
part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction with 
this report in considering the results of our audit. 
 

 
 
Santa Rosa, California 
November 20, 2019 
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The management of SCTA offers the readers of SCTA's basic financial statements this narrative overview 
and analysis of the financial activities of SCTA for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019. 

Financial highlights 

• The assets and deferred outflows of resources of SCTA were more than liabilities and deferred 
inflows of resources at June 30, 2019 by approximately $3 million. 

• SCTA's total net position increased by $5.3 million from June 30, 2018 to June 30, 2019.  This 
increase was primarily due to continued growth in sales tax revenues (increased 8.1% to $26.8 
million from the prior fiscal year) during the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019. 

• At June 30, 2019 SCTA reported ending total fund balances of $55.4 million, a decrease of $2.2 
million in comparison with the June 30, 2018 total ending fund balances. 

• Unrestricted net position for SCTA as of June 30, 2019 was a deficit of $322,099. This is an 
increase of approximately $5.2 million compared to the deficit of approximately $5.5 million at 
June 30, 2018.  

• As of June 30, 2019, unassigned fund balance for the general fund was $812,374 or 42.8% of total 
general fund expenditures for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019.  

Overview of the financial statements 

This discussion and analysis is intended to serve as an introduction to SCTA's basic financial statements. 
SCTA's financial statements are comprised of three components: 1) government-wide financial statements, 
2) fund financial statements, and 3) notes to the financial statements.  This report also contains required 
supplementary information and other supplementary information in addition to the basic financial 
statements. 

Government-wide financial statements 

The government-wide financial statements, as listed in the table of contents, provide a broad overview of 
SCTA's activities as a whole, and are comprised of the statement of net position and the statement of 
activities.    

The statement of net position provides information about the financial position of SCTA as a whole on the 
full accrual basis, similar to that used in the private sector.   

The statement of activities presents information about SCTA's revenues and expenses, also on the full 
accrual basis, with the emphasis on measuring net revenues and expenses of each of SCTA's programs.  
The statement of activities explains the change in net position for the fiscal year. 

Revenues and expenses are reported in this statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in 
future fiscal periods (e.g., earned but unused compensated absences). 
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Fund financial statements 

The governmental fund financial statements are as listed in the table of contents. 

A fund is a group of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been 
segregated for specific activities or objectives. SCTA, like other state and local governments, uses fund 
accounting to ensure and demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. All of the funds 
of SCTA are governmental type funds. 

Governmental funds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported in governmental 
activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial 
statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of spendable 
resources, as well as on balances of spendable resources available at the end of the fiscal year. Such 
information may be useful in evaluating a government's near-term financing requirements. 

Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial statements, 
it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar information presented 
for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements. By doing so, readers may better 
understand the long-term impact of the government's near-term financing decisions. Both the governmental 
fund balance sheet and the governmental fund statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund 
balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between governmental funds and 
governmental activities. 

SCTA maintains four individual governmental funds; a general fund, two special revenue funds, and a debt 
service fund. Information is presented separately in the governmental fund balance sheet and in the 
governmental fund statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund balances for the general fund, 
and for the other funds. SCTA adopts an annual appropriated budget for those funds.  

Notes to the financial statements 

The notes to the financial statements provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding 
of the data provided in the government-wide and fund financial statements.  

Required supplementary information 

Schedules presenting budgetary comparison information for SCTA's funds can be found in the table of 
contents. 
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Government-wide financial analysis 

As noted previously, net position may serve over time as a useful indicator of a government's financial 
position. In the case of SCTA, assets and deferred outflows of resources were more than liabilities and 
deferred inflows of resources by approximately $3 million at June 30, 2019 as compared to a deficit net 
position of approximately $2.3 million at June 30, 2018. 

A portion of SCTA's net position, approximately $2.5 million, is restricted for Measure M Sales Tax 
Revenue Bonds.  Measure M is a one-quarter percent sales tax initiative approved by Sonoma County voters 
in 2004 for various transportation improvement projects and is overseen by SCTA.  SCTA’s unrestricted 
net position is negative as a result of having $50.5 million in revenue bonds outstanding. 

June 30, 2018 2019
Assets

Current assets $ 61,174,436       $ 59,883,244 
Restricted cash 7,304,639         6,940,854        
Other non-current assets 4,264               3,198              

Total assets 68,483,339       66,827,296 

Deferred outflows of resources 1,287,827         1,672,739        

Liabilities
Current liabilities 17,898,281       18,822,293 
Total non-current liabilities 53,673,064       46,373,548 

Total liabilities 71,571,345       65,195,841 

Deferred inflows of resources 480,199           256,204           

Net Position
Invested in capital assets 4,264               3,198              
Restricted for TFCA 724,405           815,236           
Restricted for RED - 10,520
Restricted for Measure M debt service 2,505,726         2,541,135 
Unrestricted (5,514,773) (322,099)

Total net position $ (2,280,378) $ 3,047,990        

Condensed Statement of Net Position
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Government-wide financial analysis (continued) 

During the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019, SCTA's net position increased by $5.3 million to an 
approximate net position of $3 million. This increase is primarily the result of continued growth in sales 
tax revenues.         

Governmental activities increased SCTA's net position by $5.3 million. Key elements of these activities 
during the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019 are identified below:  

• SCTA recognized sales tax revenues for Measure M totaling $26.8 million, which is an increase of
$2 million from the prior fiscal year. This increase is due to continuing improvements to the local 
economy.

• SCTA received $1.9 million from state and federal sources towards various transportation 
improvement projects.  The amount received increased by $52 thousand from the prior fiscal year 
as a result of increased local funding partially offset by a decrease in state funds.

• SCTA expenses for transportation improvement projects totaled $2 million, an increase of $437 
thousand from the previous year. This increase is primarily related to increased spending on the 
Travel Behavior Study, Transit Integrated Efficiency Study, and the Clean Commute Program.

• Measure M expenses totaled $24.3 million, representing an increase of $4.9 million from the 
previous year, due primarily to two Highway 101 projects. The expenditures were for the 
construction of Marin Sonoma Narrows Phase B2 Phase 2 project and preparing the Marin Sonoma 
Narrows C2 project for construction advertisement. Additionally, Local Street project expenses 
increased as compared to the prior year. 

23



Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

Management's Discussion and Analysis 

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019 

7 

Government-wide financial analysis (continued) 

Financial analysis of SCTA's funds 

Governmental funds 

As noted earlier, SCTA uses fund accounting to ensure and demonstrate compliance with legal and 
governmental accounting requirements. 

The focus of SCTA's governmental funds is to provide information on near-term inflows, outflows, and 
balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing SCTA's financing requirements. In 
particular, unassigned fund balance may serve as a useful measure of SCTA's net resources available for 
spending at the end of the fiscal year.  

Condensed Statement of Activities

Fiscal Year ended June 30, 2018 2019

Revenues:
Program revenues:

Measure M 1,632,825$       $       2,818,561
Transportation Fund for Clean Air 638,882            660,750            
Renewal Enterprise District - 212,508 
Transportation improvements 1,840,045         1,891,754 

General revenues:
  Sales tax revenues 24,785,653 26,798,285

Total revenues 28,897,405  32,381,858

Expenses:
Measure M 19,493,184  24,307,835
Transportation Fund for Clean Air 599,584            569,919            
Renewal Enterprise District - 201,988 
Transportation improvements 1,738,499         1,973,748 

  Total expenses 21,831,267  27,053,490

Change in net position 7,066,138         5,328,368         
Net position, beginning of year (8,060,733)        (2,280,378)        
Prior period adjustment (1,285,783)        - 
Net position, beginning of year, as restated (9,346,516)        (2,280,378)        
Net position, end of year (2,280,378)$      3,047,990$       
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Financial analysis of SCTA's funds (continued) 

Governmental funds (continued) 

As of June 30, 2019, SCTA's governmental funds reported ending fund balances of $55.4 million, 
a decrease of $2.2 million from June 30, 2018. SCTA had a restricted fund balance of approximately 
$54.8 million as of June 30, 2019. 

The general fund is the chief operating fund of SCTA. At June 30, 2019, the unassigned fund balance of 
the general fund was $812 thousand.        

Budgetary Highlights 

• The SCTA general fund budget was adjusted during the fiscal year to increase appropriations for
local funding, salaries and benefits, and services and supplies.

• The TFCA budget was adjusted to reflect the budgeted encumbrances outstanding as of June 30,
2019.

• The RED fund was established during the fiscal year, and budget was subsequently added for
intergovernmental revenue, investment income, contributions to other governments and services
and supplies.

• Measure M budgets were adjusted during the fiscal year for projected sales tax revenues,
investment income, contributions to other governments and services and supplies.

Debt Administration 

As of June 30, 2019, SCTA had long-term liabilities of $53.4 million, a decrease of $7 million from the 
prior fiscal year. The decrease is a result of reduced principal balances on the 2011 and 2015 Series Bonds 
from regular debt service payments. Reductions resulting from debt service payments were partially offset 
by increases to net pension liability. The net other employment benefits liability decreased by $317,106 
primarily as a result of the change in actuarial assumptions. 

Additional information on SCTA's long-term liabilities can be found in Note F of the notes to the basic 
financial statements. 

Year ended June 30, 2018 2019

Sales Tax Revenue Bond, Series 2011, including unamortized premium $ 18,180,150 $ 15,859,326 
Sales Tax Revenue Bond, Series 2015, including unamortized premium 40,367,743 34,928,187 
Net other employment benefits liability 1,282,277   965,171     
Net pension liability 527,894 1,635,864   

Total long-term liabilities $ 60,358,064 $ 53,388,548

25



Sonoma County Transportation Authority  
 

Management's Discussion and Analysis 
 

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019 
 
 

 
9 

Economic Factors and Next Year's Budgets: 

SCTA activities receive significant funding from both federal and state programs, which can be 
significantly impacted by changes in the state and federal budgets.  Measure M revenues, funded through a 
local one quarter percent sales tax, increased from the prior fiscal year ended June 30, 2018 and the 
California Department of Tax and Fee Administration (CDTFA) is projecting continued slow growth in 
sales tax revenues for the next fiscal year. This will directly impact the apportionment programs including 
Transit and Local Street Repairs (LSR) programs and indirectly affect the project programs of Highway 
101, Local Streets Projects (LSP), Passenger Rail and Bike/Pedestrian programs.  

LSP, Passenger Rail and Bike/Pedestrian programs are paid on a reimbursement basis, however, those 
programs can be impacted by state and federal budget changes as each of those programs require matching 
funds from the various project sponsors, which are still dependent on local, state and federal funds.  

Request for Additional Information: 

This financial report is designed to provide a general overview of SCTA's finances. Questions concerning 
any of the information provided in this report or requests for additional financial information should be 
addressed to the Sonoma County Transportation Authority, 411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95404. 
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 Governmental
Activities 

Assets
Cash and investments $ 54,610,881          
Sales tax receivable 4,356,163            
Due from other governments 897,923               
Pre-paid expense 18,277 
Non-current assets:

Restricted cash and investments:
Revenue bonds debt service fund 4,399,719            
Revenue bonds reserve fund 2,541,135            

Capital assets - equipment, net 3,198 
Total assets 66,827,296          

Deferred outflows of resources
Deferred other postemployment benefits 131,601               
Deferred pension 697,057               
Deferred charge on refunding 844,081               

Total deferred outflows of resources 1,672,739            

Liabilities
Accounts payable 2,475,878            
Due to other governments 167,902               
Retention payable 50,864 
Unearned revenue 8,713,063            
Interest payable 192,486               
Bonds payable, current 7,015,000            
Compensated absences payable 207,100               
Noncurrent liabilities:

Bonds payable 43,772,513          
Net other postemployment benefits liability 965,171               
Net pension liability 1,635,864            

Total liabilities 65,195,841          

Deferred inflows of resources
Deferred other postemployment benefits 241,336               
Deferred pensions 14,868 

Total deferred inflows of resources 256,204               

Net Position
Net investment in capital assets 3,198 
Restricted for: 

Transportation Fund for Clean Air (TFCA) 815,236               
Renewal Enterprise District (RED) 10,520 
Measure M debt service 2,541,135            

Unrestricted (322,099)             
Total net position $ 3,047,990            

Sonoma County Transportation Authority

Statement of Net Position

June 30, 2019

The notes to the basic financial statements are an integral part of this statement. 10
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Program Revenues
Net (Expense)
Revenue and 

Operating Grants Change in 
Functions / Programs Expenses and Contributions Net Position
Governmental activities:

Measure M 24,307,835$     2,818,561$           (21,489,274)$         
Transportation fund for 

clean air (TFCA) 569,919            660,750 90,831 
Renewal Enterprise District (RED) 201,988            212,508 10,520 
Transportation improvement 1,973,748         1,891,754             (81,994) 

Total governmental activities 27,053,490$     5,583,573$           (21,469,917)           

General revenues:
  Sales tax revenue 26,798,285            

  Total general revenues 26,798,285            

Change in net position 5,328,368              

Net position - beginning of year (2,280,378)             

Net position - end of year 3,047,990$            

Sonoma County Transportation Authority

Statement of Activities

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019

The notes to the basic financial statements are an integral part of this statement. 1129
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TFCA RED Measure M Measure M Total 
Special Special Special Debt Governmental 

General Revenue Revenue Revenue Service Funds
Assets

Cash and investments 1,716,916$      1,009,282$    315,052$       51,569,631$     -$  54,610,881$         
Sales tax receivable - - - 2,802,024         1,554,139        4,356,163             
Deposits with others - - - - - - 
Prepaid expense 5,233               - - 13,044              - 18,277 
Due from other governments 566,502           - - 331,421            - 897,923 
Restricted cash - revenue bond reserve - - - - 2,541,135        2,541,135 
Restricted cash - debt service - - - - 4,399,719        4,399,719 

Total assets 2,288,651$      1,009,282$    315,052$       54,716,120$     8,494,993$      66,824,098$         

Liabilities and fund balances
Liabilities:

Accounts payable 55,993$           194,046$       -$  2,225,839$       -$  2,475,878$           
Due to other governments - - 6,520             161,382            - 167,902 
Unearned revenue 1,415,051        - 298,012 7,000,000         - 8,713,063 
Retention payable - - - 50,864              - 50,864 

Total liabilities 1,471,044        194,046         304,532         9,438,085         - 11,407,707 

Fund balances:
Nonspendable 5,233               - - 13,044              - 18,277 
Restricted  - 815,236 10,520           45,523,209       8,494,993        54,843,958 
Unassigned 812,374           - - (258,218)          - 554,156 

Total fund balances 817,607           815,236         10,520           45,278,035       8,494,993        55,416,391           

Total liabilities and fund balance 2,288,651$      1,009,282$    315,052$       54,716,120$     8,494,993$      66,824,098$         

Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

Balance Sheet - Governmental Funds

June 30, 2019

The notes to the basic financial statements are an integral part of this statement.          12
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Total fund balances - governmental funds 55,416,391$        

Total net position reported in the statement of net position is different because:

Certain amounts are not available to pay current period expenditures and,
therefore, are not reported in the governmental funds:

Deferred outflows of resources 1,672,739

Capital assets used in governmental activities are not current financial resources
 and, therefore are not reported in the governmental funds:

Capital assets - equipment, net 3,198

Long-term liabilities are not due and payable in the current period and, 
 therefore, are not reported in the governmental funds:

Bonds payable including unamortized premium (50,787,513)
Accrued interest payable (192,486)
Compensated absences payable (207,100)
Other postemployment benefits liability (965,171)
Pension liability (1,635,864)

Deferred inflows of resources reported in the statement of net position (256,204)

Total net position 3,047,990$          

Sonoma County Transportation Authority

Reconciliation of the Balance Sheet - Governmental Funds
to the Statement of Net Position

June 30, 2019

The notes to the basic financial statements are an integral part of this statement. 1332



TFCA RED Measure M Measure M Total 
Special Special Special Debt Governmental 

General Revenue Revenue Revenue Service Funds
Revenues

Sales tax -$  -$  -$  18,118,291$       8,679,994$      26,798,285$          
Intergovernmental 1,669,620    629,355          - 758,978 - 3,057,953 
Investment income 55,543         31,395            10,520            1,949,408 110,175           2,157,041              
Contributions - - 201,988          - - 201,988 
Miscellaneous 166,591       - - - - 166,591 

Total revenues 1,891,754    660,750          212,508          20,826,677         8,790,169        32,381,858            

Expenditures
Current:

Salaries and employee benefits 1,241,132    - - - - 1,241,132              
Services and supplies 656,674       - 148,315 3,351,450           - 4,156,439 
Administration - 39,680 - - - 39,680 
Contributions to other governments - 530,239 53,673            19,431,454         - 20,015,366 

Debt service:
Principal - - - - 6,685,000        6,685,000 
Interest - - - 19,645                2,466,013        2,485,658 

Total expenditures 1,897,806    569,919          201,988          22,802,549         9,151,013        34,623,275            

Net change in fund balances (6,052)          90,831            10,520            (1,975,872)         (360,844)          (2,241,417)             

Fund balances at June 30, 2018 823,659       724,405          - 47,253,907 8,855,837        57,657,808            

Fund balances at June 30, 2019 817,607$     815,236$        10,520$          45,278,035$       8,494,993$      55,416,391$          

Sonoma County Transportation Authority

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and 
Changes in Fund Balances - Governmental Funds

The notes to the basic financial statements are an integral part of this statement. 1433



Net change in fund balances - total governmental funds (2,241,417)$        

Amounts reported for governmental activities in the statement of activities
are different because:

Governmental funds report capital outlay as expenditures.  However, in the 
statement of activities, the cost of those assets is allocated over their 
estimated useful lives and reported as depreciation expense:

Depreciation expense (1,066) 

Repayment of debt principal is an expenditure in the governmental funds and reduces 
long term liabilities in the statement of net position 6,685,000            

Some expenses reported in the statement of activities do not require the use 
of current financial resources and, therefore, are not reported as expenditures
in governmental funds:

Change in compensated absences (33,601) 
Change in interest payable 26,029 
Change in net other postemployment benefits liability 162,411               
Change in net pension liability (203,686)             
Amortization of bond premiums and deferred charge on refunding 934,698               

Change in net position 5,328,368$          

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019

Sonoma County Transportation Authority

Reconciliation of the Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in 
Fund Balances - Governmental Funds to the Statement of Activities

The notes to the basic financial statements are an integral part of this statement. 1534
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Note A.  Reporting Entity 

The Sonoma County Transportation Authority (SCTA) was created by the Sonoma County 
Board of Supervisors, under Resolution No. 90-1522 on August 7, 1990 in accordance with 
California Public Utilities Code Section 180000 et seq. SCTA's Board of Directors is 
governed by a twelve member board. Nine of these members are chosen from the councils 
of the nine incorporated cities or towns of Sonoma County and three are chosen from the 
Sonoma County Board of Supervisors.   

SCTA was established to accomplish the stated purpose and goals of the Public Utilities Code 
Section 180000 et seq., also known as the Local Transportation Authority and Improvement 
Act (the Act). 

Note B.  Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 

Government-wide and Fund Financial Statements 

The government-wide financial statements (i.e., the statement of net position and the 
statement of activities) report information on all of the activities of SCTA.   

The statement of activities demonstrates the degree to which the direct expenses of a given 
function or program is offset by program revenues. Direct expenses are those that are clearly 
identifiable with a specific function or program. Program revenues include grants and 
contributions that are restricted to meeting operational or capital requirements of a particular 
function or program, as well as restricted investment income. Tax and other revenues not 
properly included among program revenues are reported instead as general revenues. 

Separate financial statements are provided for governmental funds. Governmental funds are 
reported in separate columns in the fund financial statements.  

Measurement Focus, Basis of Accounting, and Financial Statement Presentation 

The government-wide financial statements are reported using the economic resources 
measurement focus and the accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recorded when earned 
and expenses are recorded when a liability is incurred, regardless of the timing of the related 
cash flows. Sales tax revenue is recognized in the period that the exchange transaction occurs 
on which the tax is imposed. Grants and similar items are recognized as revenue as soon as 
all eligibility requirements imposed by the provider have been met. 
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Note B.  Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued) 

Measurement Focus, Basis of Accounting, and Financial Statement Presentation 
(continued) 

Governmental fund financial statements are reported using the current financial resources 
measurement focus and the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under this method, 
revenues are recognized when measurable and available. Revenues are considered available 
when they are collectible within the period or soon enough thereafter to pay liabilities of the 
current period. For this purpose, SCTA considers revenues available if they are collected 
within 365 days of the end of the current fiscal period. Sales tax revenue, intergovernmental 
revenue when eligibility requirements are met, and investment income, are considered 
measurable and are recognized if available. Expenditures are generally recorded when a 
liability is incurred, as under accrual accounting. However, debt service expenditures, as well 
as expenditures related to compensated absences are recorded only when payment is due. 

SCTA reports three types of governmental funds: the General Fund, special revenue funds, 
and a debt service fund.  

General Fund: This fund is established to account for resources used to finance the general 
services performed by SCTA. Revenues are primarily intergovernmental, including state and 
federal grants as well as local contributions.  The fund is charged with all costs of operating 
SCTA for which a separate fund has not been established. 

Special Revenue Funds: These funds are used to account for and report the proceeds of 
specific revenue sources that are restricted or committed to expenditure for specified 
purposes other than debt service or capital projects. The major funds in this category are 
TFCA, RED, and Measure M.  

Transportation Fund for Clean Air (TFCA) Special Revenue Fund: This fund is established 
to account for resources that are legally restricted to expenditures on transportation projects 
that demonstrate a positive effect on local air quality. Revenues are primarily derived from a 
vehicle registration surcharge applied to vehicles registered in the Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District.  

Renewal Enterprise District Fund (RED) Special Revenue Fund: This fund is established to 
account for revenues that are restricted for expenditures related to the start-up costs of the 
Renewal Enterprise District joint powers authority (RED JPA).  The RED JPA was formed 
in January 2019 to accelerate housing development in Sonoma County. SCTA is acting as 
fiscal agent for the RED JPA during the JPA start-up phase.  Revenues are primarily derived 
from a foundation grant.   
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Note B.  Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued) 

Measurement Focus, Basis of Accounting, and Financial Statement Presentation 
(continued) 

Measure M Special Revenue Fund: This fund is established to account for revenues that are 
legally restricted for expenditures related to specific transportation projects in Sonoma 
County.  The projects include improvements to Highway 101, local streets, transit, bicycle, 
and pedestrian facilities. Revenues are primarily derived from a voter-approved local sales 
tax.   

Measure M Debt Service Fund: This fund is established for the purpose of 
accumulating resources for the payment of principal and interest related to the 2011 
and 2015 Measure M Sales Tax Revenue Bonds. 

Cash and Investments 

In accordance with GASB Statement No. 31 and No. 72, SCTA reports cash and investments 
at fair value in the balance sheet and recognizes the corresponding change in the fair value 
of investments in the year in which the change occurred.   

Restricted cash is held by a third party trustee and is restricted for debt service payments and 
Measure M expenditures pursuant to various bond covenants. Included in these amounts are 
proceeds from Sales Tax Revenue Bonds, Series 2015 to be used for Measure M activities, 
and sales tax revenues collected by the trustee for making the annual principal and interest 
payments on the Series 2011 and 2015 bonds.   

Sales Tax Revenue and Receivable 

Sales tax receivable represents sales tax amounts allocated to SCTA through Measure M as 
discussed in Note J below, but uncollected at year end. Due to the nature of the sales tax 
receivable, management does not consider any portion uncollectible. 

Sales tax revenues are presented net of administrative assessments by the State Board of 
Equalization in the amount of $558,560 for the year. 

Unearned Revenue 

Unearned revenue represents amounts collected before revenue recognition criteria are met. 
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Note B. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued) 

Capital Assets 

Capital asset balances at year end are reported in the government-wide financial statements 
in the statement of net position. Capital assets are defined by SCTA as assets with an initial, 
individual cost of more than $5,000 and an estimated useful life in excess of one year. The 
cost of a capital asset may include not only its purchase or construction cost, but also ancillary 
charges necessary to place the asset in its intended location and condition for use.  

The costs of normal maintenance and repairs that do not add to the value of the asset or 
materially extend asset lives are not capitalized.   

SCTA's equipment is depreciated using the straight-line method over estimated useful lives 
of 5 to 10 years. 

Bonds Payable and Bond Premium 

In the government-wide financial statements bonds payable, inclusive of unamortized bond 
premiums, are reported as a liability in the statement of net position. Bond premiums are 
amortized to interest expense over the life of the bonds using the straight-line method, which 
approximates the effective interest method.  

In the fund financial statements, bond premiums are recognized in the period that the 
underlying bonds are issued. The face amount of the bonds issued and related premiums are 
reported as other financing sources.  

Compensated Absences 

It is SCTA's policy to permit employees to accumulate earned but unused vacation benefits. 
Compensated absences are accrued when incurred in the government-wide financial 
statements. A liability for this amount is reported in the governmental funds only for matured 
portions, for example, as a result of known employee resignation or retirement. 
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Note B.  Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued) 

OPEB 

For purposes of measuring the net other postemployment benefit (OPEB) liability, deferred 
outflows of resources, deferred inflows of resources related to OPEB, OPEB expense, 
information about the fiduciary net position of the County’s OPEB Plan and additions 
to/deductions from the County’s OPEB Plan fiduciary net position have been determined on 
the same basis as they are reported by the OPEB Plan. For this purpose, benefit payments are 
recognized when due and payable in accordance with the benefit terms. Investments are 
reported at fair value. 

Net Position 

Net position is classified into three components: 1) net investment in capital assets, 2) 
restricted, and 3) unrestricted. These classifications are defined as follows: 
• Net investment in capital assets – This component of net position consists of capital assets,

net of accumulated depreciation.
• Restricted net position – This component of net position consists of net position with limits

on its use that are imposed by outside parties or enabling legislation.
• Unrestricted net position – This component of net position consists of net position that does

not meet the definitions of "restricted" or "invested in capital assets".

Fund Balance 

Governmental funds report fund balance as non-spendable, restricted, committed, assigned 
or unassigned based primarily on the extent to which SCTA is bound to honor constraints on 
how specific amounts can be spent.  The fund balance classifications are defined below. 

• Non-spendable – amounts that are not in a spendable form or are to be maintained intact.
• Restricted – amounts that can be spent only for the specific purpose stipulated by external

resource providers or through enabling legislation.
• Committed – amounts that can be used only for the specific purpose determined by a

formal action of the entity's highest level of decision making authority.
• Assigned – amounts intended to be used by the government for specific purposes

determined either by the governing body or by an official or body to which the governing
body delegates the authority.

• Unassigned – the residual classification for the general fund and includes all amounts not
contained in the other classifications. This amount is technically available for any
purpose.

In general, when both restricted and unrestricted resources are available, restricted resources 
are used first. When expenditures are made of unrestricted resources, SCTA first applies 
committed, then assigned, and then unassigned resources. 
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Note B.  Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued) 

Estimates  

The preparation of basic financial statements in conformity with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America requires management to make estimates 
and assumptions that affect certain reported amounts and disclosures. Accordingly, actual 
results could differ from those estimates.  

Future Pronouncements 

SCTA is currently analyzing its accounting and financial reporting practices to determine the 
potential impact on the financial statements of the following GASB statement: 

GASB Statement No. 87, Leases 

This statement requires recognition of certain lease assets and liabilities for leases that 
previously were classified as operating leases and recognized as inflows of resources or 
outflows of resources based on the payment provisions of the contract. It also establishes a 
single model for lease accounting based on the foundational principle that leases are 
financings of the right to use an underlying asset. This statement is effective for reporting 
periods beginning after December 15, 2019. 

Note C.    Cash and Investments 

Investment in the Sonoma County Treasurer's Investment Pool 

Cash and investments are comprised of cash pooled with the Sonoma County Treasury Pool 
(the Treasury Pool), an external investment pool. The Sonoma County Treasurer's office also 
acts as a disbursing agent for SCTA. The fair value of SCTA's investment in this pool is 
based upon SCTA's pro-rata share of the fair value provided by the Treasury Pool for the 
entire Treasury Pool portfolio (in relation to the amortized cost of that portfolio). 

The balance available for withdrawal is based on accounting records maintained by the 
Treasury Pool, which are recorded on an amortized cost basis. Interest earned on investments 
pooled with the Treasury Pool is allocated quarterly to the appropriate fund based on its 
respective average daily balance for that quarter. The Treasury Oversight Committee of the 
Treasury Pool has oversight for all monies deposited into the Treasury Pool. 

40



Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements 

For the Fiscal Year ended June 30, 2019 

22 

Note C.  Cash and Investments (continued) 

Treasury Pool Investment Guidelines 

SCTA's pooled cash and investments are invested pursuant to investment policy guidelines 
established by the County Treasurer and approved by the Board of Supervisors. The 
objectives of the policy are, in order of priority: safety of capital, liquidity, and yield. 

The policy addresses the soundness of financial institutions in which the County will deposit 
funds, types of investment instruments as permitted by the California Government Code 
53601, and the percentage of the portfolio that may be invested in certain instruments with 
longer terms to maturity. A copy of the Sonoma County investment policy is available upon 
request from the Sonoma County Auditor-Controller-Treasurer-Tax Collector at 585 Fiscal 
Drive, Room 100, Santa Rosa, California, 95403. 

Interest Rate Risk 

Interest rate risk is the risk that changes in market interest rates will adversely affect the fair 
value of an investment. Generally, the longer the maturity of an investment, the greater the 
sensitivity of its fair value to changes in market interest rates. Due to the highly liquid nature 
of SCTA's investment with the Treasury Pool, SCTA's exposure to interest rate risk is deemed 
by management to be insignificant. 

The weighted average maturity of Treasury Pool investments at June 30, 2019 was 533 days. 

Credit Risk 

Generally, credit risk is the risk that an issuer of an investment will not fulfill its obligation 
to the holder of the investment. This is measured by the assignment of a rating by a nationally 
recognized statistical rating organization. The Treasury Pool does not have a rating provided 
by a nationally recognized statistical rating organization. 

Custodial Credit Risk 

With respect to investments, custodial credit risk generally applies only to direct investments 
in marketable securities. Custodial credit risk does not apply to a local government's indirect 
investment in securities through the use of mutual funds or government investment pools 
(such as the Treasury Pool). 
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Note C.  Cash and Investments (continued) 

Concentration of Credit Risk 

The investment policy of SCTA contains no limitations on the amount that can be invested in 
any one issuer beyond that stipulated by the California Government Code. There were no non-
pooled investments in any one issuer that represent 5% or more of total SCTA investments. 

Fair Value Measurements 

SCTA categorizes its fair value measurements within the fair value hierarchy established by 
generally accepted accounting principles. The hierarchy is based on the valuation inputs used 
to measure the fair value of the asset. Level 1 inputs are quoted prices in active markets for 
identical assets; Level 2 inputs are significant other observable inputs; Level 3 inputs are 
significant unobservable inputs. SCTA has a recurring fair value measurement for its 
investment in the Sonoma County Treasury Pool which is valued using significant other 
observable inputs (Level 2). SCTA’s Level 2 investments have a fair value of $54.6 million 
as of June 30, 2019. 

Note D.  Capital Assets 

Capital asset activity for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019 was as follows: 

Note E. Unearned Revenue 

As of June 30, 2019 SCTA has $8.7 million in unearned revenue. This is comprised of a deposit 
of $7 million received under a cooperative funding agreement with the City of Petaluma for 
the design and construction of a Highway 101 project, $1.4 million received from the City of 
Rohnert Park for the Regional Traffic Mitigation project, and $300,000 received from a 
foundation grant for startup costs of the Renewal Enterprise District. These amounts have been 
deferred, and revenue will be recognized as qualifying expenditures are incurred.  

Beginning Transfers & Ending
Balance Increases Decreases Reclassification Balance

Capital assets, being depreciated:
Equipment $ 29,629     $ - $ - $ - $ 29,629     

Less accumulated depreciation for:
Equipment (25,365)    (1,066)      -               -               (26,431)    

Capital assets, net $ 4,264       $ (1,066)      $ - $ - $ 3,198       

42



 
 

Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
  

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements 

 
For the Fiscal Year ended June 30, 2019 

 
 

 
24 

Note F.  Long-term Liabilities 

Long-term liability activity for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019 was as follows:   

 

Note G.    Sales Tax Revenue Bonds 

SCTA has issued bonds in 2008, 2011 and 2015 for the purpose of financing certain 
transportation projects included in the Measure M Expenditure Plan.  

SCTA issued $25,200,000 in Sales Tax Revenue Bonds, Series 2011, (Limited Tax Bonds) 
(2011 Bonds) on January 26, 2011, with a maturity date of December 1, 2024.  The 2011 Bonds 
were issued at a premium of $1,863,706 and bond issuance costs totaled $416,692. The 2011 
Bonds carry interest rates ranging from 2% to 5%.  

The 2011 Bonds began to mature in December 2011, and all 2011 Bonds will mature by 
December 2024. Bonds maturing subsequent to December 2020 are subject to redemption at 
the option of SCTA at any time on or after December 1, 2020 at a price equal to 100% of the 
principal amount outstanding and any accrued interest thereon. 

On June 23, 2015 SCTA refunded the outstanding 2008 Bonds and issued $49,265,000 in Sales 
Tax Revenue Bonds, Series 2015 (Limited Tax Bonds). The 2015 Bonds were issued at a 
premium of $7,225,509 and bond issuance costs totaled $347,463. The 2015 Bonds carry 
interest rates ranging from 1% to 5%. 

The 2011 and 2015 Bonds are limited obligations of SCTA secured solely by a pledge of 
$92,910,907 from Measure M sales tax revenues. Pledged sales tax revenues represent 22% of 
estimated total revenues from the Measure M sales tax.  

Beginning Ending Due within
Balance Additions Reductions Balance One Year

Sales Tax Revenue Bonds,  
Series 2011 $ 17,705,000 $ -               $ (2,190,000)   $ 15,515,000         $ 2,290,000  

Unamortized bond premium 475,150      -               (130,824)      344,326              -             

Total 2011 Series Bonds 18,180,150 -               (2,320,824)   15,859,326         2,290,000  

Sales Tax Revenue Bonds,  
Series 2015 36,690,000 -               (4,495,000)   32,195,000         4,725,000  

Unamortized bond premium 3,677,743   -               (944,556)      2,733,187           -             

Total 2015 Series Bonds 40,367,743 -               (5,439,556)   34,928,187         4,725,000  

  Total bonds 58,547,893 -               (7,760,380)   50,787,513         7,015,000  

Net OPEB liability 1,282,277   -               (317,106)      965,171              -             
Net pension liability 527,894      1,107,970    -               1,635,864           -             

Total long-term liabilities $ 60,358,064 $ 1,107,970    $ (8,077,486)   $ 53,388,548         $ 7,015,000  
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Note G.          Sales Tax Revenue Bonds (continued) 

Debt service payments made from the Measure M Fund were $9,151,013, for the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 2019, representing 34% of the $26,798,285 in Measure M sales tax revenue 
recognized during the same period.  The debt service payments consisted of $6,685,000 of 
principal payments on the 2011 and 2015 Bonds, and interest payments totaling $2,466,013 for 
both the 2011 and 2015 Bonds. 

The 2011 and 2015 Bonds have a provision that in the event of default, SCTA shall transfer all 
sales tax revenues held by it and the Trustee shall apply all sales tax revenues then held or 
thereafter received to debt payments then due on the bonds. 

The annual debt service requirements to maturity for the 2011 Bonds are as follows as of June 
30, 2019: 

Future years’ amortization of bond premium for the 2011 Bonds are as follows as of June 30, 
2019: 

Fiscal Year Ending June 30: Principal Interest Total

2020 $ 2,290,000            $ 642,837 $ 2,932,837
2021 2,410,000            525,338 2,935,338
2022 2,530,000 401,837 2,931,837
2023 2,650,000            285,588 2,935,588
2024 2,760,000            177,388 2,937,388
2025 2,875,000 61,094 2,936,094

Total requirements $ 15,515,000          $ 2,094,082            $ 17,609,082          

Fiscal Year Ending June 30: Premium

2020 $ 111,515              
2021 91,194 
2022 69,860 
2023 47,515 
2024 24,242 

Total requirements $ 344,326              
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Note G.  Sales Tax Revenue Bonds (continued) 

The annual debt service requirements to maturity for the 2015 Bonds are as follows as of 
June 30, 2019.  

 
 
Future years' amortization of bond premium for the 2015 Bonds are as follows as of June 30, 
2019: 

 
 
Debt service payments for the 2011 and 2015 Bonds are made from the Measure M Debt 
Service Fund.  

 

 

 

 

Fiscal Year Ending June 30: Principal Interest Total

2020 $ 4,725,000            $ 1,491,625 $ 6,216,625
2021 4,955,000            1,249,625 6,204,625
2022 5,215,000            995,375 6,210,375
2023 5,480,000            728,000 6,208,000
2024 5,760,000            447,000 6,207,000
2025 6,060,000            151,500 6,211,500

Total requirements $ 32,195,000 $ 5,063,125 $ 37,258,125

Fiscal Year Ending June 30: Premium

2020 $ 816,209          
2021 681,486          
2022 539,900          
2023 391,024          
2024 234,559
2025 70,009            

Total requirements $ 2,733,187       

45



Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements 

For the Fiscal Year ended June 30, 2019 

27 

Note H.          Intergovernmental Revenues and Contributions 

Intergovernmental revenues represent grant and contract revenues received from the 
Metropolitan Transportation Commission, Transportation Fund for Clean Air funding 
received from the Bay Area Air Quality Management District, State of California 
Transportation and Federal Highway Administration Funds received from the California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans), and contributions from SCTA member 
governments. Contributions represent grant revenues received from the William and Flora 
Hewlett Foundation. 

Note I.  Due to Other Governments 

Due to other governments represents amounts owed to the city of Santa Rosa. 

Note J.  Measure M Sales Tax Revenues 

The Measure M Special Revenue Fund was created in November 2004 with the passage of 
the Traffic Relief Act for Sonoma County to account for the related sales tax revenues and 
expenditures of Measure M.  Measure M is funded by a one-quarter percent sales tax in 
Sonoma County and creates a stable funding source for local transportation projects intended 
to make significant progress in widening Highway 101, maintaining local roads, improving 
local transit services, developing passenger rail service, providing safe bike and pedestrian 
routes, and making key local street improvements. 

The Measure M 2019 Strategic Plan (the Strategic Plan) serves as the guiding policy and 
programming document for the implementation of Measure M projects. It covers a five year 
period and is updated periodically in order to reflect the actual revenues received. 

According to the Strategic Plan, the Measure M sales tax revenues are to be allocated as 
follows: 

• 20% to fix pot holes and maintain local streets.
• 20% for key local road projects throughout the County.
• 40% to help fund Highway 101 widening throughout the County.
• 10% to improving local bus transit service.
• 5% to Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) for the development of passenger

rail service.
• 4% for bicycle and pedestrian routes.

There is an overall limitation of 1% of Measure M sales tax revenues for administrative 
expenses. 
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Note K.          Risk Management 

SCTA is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, damage to and destruction 
of assets; errors and omissions; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. SCTA is covered 
for general, automobile, crime and errors and omissions liability through Alliant Insurance 
Services. Limits of this coverage are $1,000,000 per occurrence. The deductible for these 
occurrences is $5,000.  

SCTA participates in the County of Sonoma’s self-insurance program providing $300,000 
per occurrence for workers’ compensation claims. The self-insurance program is accounted 
for in the County’s Risk Management Internal Service Fund.  Excess worker’s compensation 
liability coverage is maintained through participation in the California State Association of 
Counties, Excess Insurance Authority (CSAC-EIA).  

Note L.   Employees' Retirement Plan 

Plan Description 

SCTA contributes to the County’s cost sharing multiple-employer defined benefit pension 
plan (the Plan) that is administered by the Sonoma County Employees' Retirement 
Association (SCERA), a public employee retirement system. Substantially all full-time 
employees of SCTA participate in this plan.  The Plan provides retirement, disability, death 
and survivor benefits and cost-of-living adjustments to plan members and beneficiaries.  All 
permanent employees working at least half time of a full-time position for SCTA are eligible. 
The Plan is governed by the California Government Code, Title 3, Division 4, Part 3, Chapter 
3. The Board of Retirement has the authority to establish and amend benefit provisions and
these shall then be adopted by the County Board of Supervisors.

The California Public Employees’ Pension Reform Act of 2013 (PEPRA) was signed into 
law by Governor Jerry Brown on September 12, 2012, with an effective date of January 1, 
2013.  All General and Safety employees hired on or after January 1, 2013, with the exception 
of employees who are eligible for reciprocity with another qualified California retirement 
system, are part of a new tier called Plan B. 

SCERA issues an annual financial report that includes financial statements and required 
supplementary information for the Plan which can be obtained by writing to the Sonoma 
County Employees’ Retirement Association, 433 Aviation Blvd., Suite 100, Santa Rosa, CA 
95403-1069.  

The financial statements for the County of Sonoma contain additional financial information 
for the defined pension benefits, which is not presented here. 
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Note L.   Employees' Retirement Plan (continued) 

Funding Policy 

The contribution requirements of Plan members and the County are determined by an 
independent actuary, approved by the SCERA Board of Retirement, and adopted by the 
Board of Supervisors.  The contribution rates for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019 were 
based on the Plan’s valuation dated December 31, 2018. The contribution rates determined 
in each actuarial valuation take effect at the beginning of the fiscal year starting at least twelve 
months after the beginning of the valuation year, except when significant benefit or actuarial 
assumption changes occur.  Plan A members are required to contribute 9.5% - 14.9% of their 
annual covered salary based upon the member’s age at the date of entry into the system and 
Plan B general members are required to contribute 10.5% of their annual covered salary. The 
County is required to contribute the remaining amounts necessary to finance the coverage of 
their employees through periodic contributions at actuarially determined rates. Employer and 
member contributions are funded and recognized through the County payroll system via 
employer benefit payments and employee deductions.  For the fiscal year ended June 30, 
2019, SCTA contributed $211,771 or approximately 14.66% of covered payroll. 

Pension Liability, Pension Expense, and Deferred Outflows of Resources and Deferred 
Inflows of Resources Related to Pension 

At June 30, 2019, SCTA reported a liability of $1,635,864 for its proportionate share of the 
net pension liability. The net pension liability was measured as of December 31, 2018 and 
the total pension liability used to calculate the net pension liability was determined by an 
actuarial valuation as of that date.  SCTA’s proportion of the net pension liability was based 
on a projection of the SCTA's long-term share of contributions to the pension plan relative 
to the projected contributions of all Pension Plan participants, actuarially determined.  At 
December 31, 2018, SCTA’s proportion was .331% which represents an increase from its 
proportion measured as of December 31, 2017. 

For the year ended June 30, 2019, SCTA recognized pension expense of $415,457.  Pension 
expense represents the change in the net pension liability during the measurement period, 
adjusted for actual contributions and the deferred recognition of changes in investment 
gain/loss, actuarial gain/loss, actuarial assumptions or methods, and plan benefits.  At June 
30, 2019, SCTA reported deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources 
related to the pension from the following sources: 
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Note L. Employees' Retirement Plan (continued) 

Pension Liability, Pension Expense, and Deferred Outflows of Resources and Deferred 
Inflows of Resources Related to Pension (continued) 

` Deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources above represent the 
unamortized portion of changes to net pension liability to be recognized in future periods in 
a systematic and rational manner. 

Deferred outflows of resources related to pensions resulting from SCTA contributions 
subsequent to the measurement date totaling $101,899 will be recognized as a reduction of 
the net pension liability in the year ended June 30, 2019. Other amounts reported as deferred 
outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources related to pensions will be recognized 
as pension expense (reduction of expense) as follows: 

$ 38,167     $ 2,408     
82,875     -   

427,841   -   

46,275     12,460   
101,899   -   

$ 697,057   $ 14,868   

Net difference between projected and actual       

Deferred

of Resources

Deferred 

of Resources

Differences between expected and actual experience
Changes in assumptions

   contributions and proprotionate share of contributions
SCTA contributions subsequent to the measurement date

     earnings on retirement plan investments
Changes in proportion and in differences between SCTA 

Outflows Inflows

Year Ended 
June 30, Amount

2020 $ 183,068        
2021 89,680          
2022 110,343        
2023 197,199        
Total $ 580,290        
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Note L. Employees' Retirement Plan (continued) 

Actuarial Assumptions 

The total pension liability was determined based on the December 31, 2018 actuarial 
valuation, using the following actuarial assumptions: 

Valuation Date December 31, 2018 
Measurement Date December 31, 2018 
Actuarial Cost Method Entry Age Actuarial Cost Method 
Actuarial Assumption: 

Inflation 2.75% 
Projected Salary Increase 3.75% - 8.75% 
Investment Rate of Return 7.00% 

Sensitivity of SCTA's Proportionate Share of the Net Pension Liability to Changes in the 
Discount Rate 

The discount rate used to measure the total pension liability was 7.00% as of December 31, 
2018, the measurement date. The projection of cash flows used to determine the discount rate 
assumed plan member contributions will be made at the current contribution rate and that 
employer contributions will be made at rates equal to the actuarially determined contribution 
rates.  

The following presents SCTA's proportionate share of the net pension liability calculated 
using the discount rate of 7.00%, as well as what SCTA's proportionate share of the net 
pension liability would be if it were calculated using a discount rate that is 1-percentage point 
lower (6.00%) or 1-percentage point higher (8.00%) than the current rate. 

$ 2,815,053 $ 1,635,864 $ 656,118         

6.00% 7.00% 8.00%
1% Decrease Discount Rate 1% Increase

SCTA's proportionate share of 
the net pension plan liability
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Note M. Other Postemployment Benefits (OPEB) 

Plan Description 

The County of Sonoma (County) maintains an Other Postemployment Healthcare Plan (OPEB 
or Plan). The Plan is a single employer defined benefit plan which is administered by the 
County. The authority to establish and amend benefit provisions of the Plan resides with the 
County Board of Supervisors. SCTA participates in the OPEB Plan. 

The County established an OPEB trust with the Public Agency Retirement Services (PARS) in 
2008 to accumulate resources to fund future benefit payments of the Plan. The OPEB trust is 
reported in the County of Sonoma’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) and can 
be found www.sonoma-county.org. 

In accordance with a County Board of Supervisors approved salary resolution and applicable 
memorandum of understanding, the Plan includes unrepresented and represented employees 
hired prior to January 1, 2009, with at least 10 consecutive years of regular full-time paid 
employment. The Plan was closed to new participants on December 31, 2008. 

Benefits Provided 

Retirees and the County share in the cost of monthly premiums for medical coverage. The 
County contribution toward plan member premiums is a $500 per month maximum 
contribution, an amount which is equal to the County’s current contribution toward the cost of 
active, unrepresented Administrative Management employees' medical plans. Retirees may 
enroll eligible dependents in the County medical plan elected by the retiree, but the retiree is 
responsible for all premium costs in excess of the County’s contribution. In the case of a Safety 
employee's line-of-duty death pursuant to the California labor code, dependents of the deceased 
employee are eligible to receive County-subsidized medical coverage. In addition to the 
monthly contribution, the County reimburses retirees hired prior to January 1, 2009, a fixed 
amount of $96.40 per month for Medicare Part B premiums. 

Contributions 

The OPEB Plan funding policy provides for periodic contributions by the County. The 
contribution rate as a percentage of covered payroll is 8.8%, and is authorized annually by the 
County Board of Supervisors to finance the costs of benefits for plan members, with an 
additional amount to finance the unfunded accrued liability. Contributions to the OPEB Plan 
from SCTA were $103,541 for the year ended June 30, 2019. Employees are not required to 
contribute to the OPEB Plan. 
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Note M.         Other Postemployment Benefits (OPEB) (continued) 

Contributions (continued) 

The net OPEB liability and asset information is reported within certain defined timeframes 
as listed below: 

Reporting Date  June 30, 2019 
Valuation Date  June 30, 2018 
Measurement Date June 30, 2018 

At June 30, 2019, SCTA reported a liability of $965,171 for its proportionate share of the net 
OPEB liability. SCTA’s covered payroll is used as the basis for determining its proportion of 
the OPEB amounts. At June 30, 2018, SCTA’s proportion was .382%. At June 30, 2019 
SCTA’s proportion was .386% an increase of .004%. 

Discount Rate 

The discount rates used to measure the total OPEB liability were 6.50% and 3.78% as of June 
30, 2018 and June 30, 2017 respectively. The discount rate of 3.78% in the prior valuation 
was based on a projection of the Plan’s Fiduciary Net Position that indicated trust assets 
would not be sufficient to make projected benefit payments for all years. The projection of 
cash flows used to determine the discount rate as of June 30, 2018 assumed employer 
contributions of 8.8% of future open group payroll. Based on those assumptions, the OPEB 
plan’s fiduciary net position was projected to be available to make all projected future benefit 
payments for current plan members. As a result, the discount rate is equal to the assumed 
investment return of 6.50% 

Actuarial Methods and Assumptions 

The Net OPEB Liability (NOL) was measured as of June 30, 2018 and 2017 and determined 
based on the total OPEB liability from actuarial valuations as of June 30, 2018 and 2017, 
respectively. 

The total OPEB liability was determined by an actuarial valuation as of June 30, 2018 and June 
30, 2017 using the following actuarial assumptions, applied to all periods included in the 
measurement, except the Excise Tax imposed by the Affordable Care Act and related statutes 
was reflected in the actuarial valuation as of June 30, 2017 and the investment rate of return 
varied between the years as noted: 
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Note M.         Other Postemployment Benefits (OPEB) (continued) 

  Actuarial Methods and Assumptions (continued) 

   Actuarial cost method  Entry Age Normal Cost Method 
Inflation 3.00% 

 Investment rate of return 6.50%, net of OPEB plan investment   
expense, including inflation 

Projected salary increases 3.50% 
Other assumptions Analysis of actuarial experience per the January 1, 2012 

through December 31, 2014 Actuarial Experience Study 
dated October 2, 2015 and the Economic Actuarial  
Assumption Study for December 31, 2015 Actuarial  
Valuation dated September 30, 2015 for the Sonoma  
County Employees’ Retirement Association (SCERA).  

Investments 

The long-term expected rate of return on OPEB Plan investments was determined using a 
building-block method in which the expected future real rates of return (expected returns, net 
of inflation) are developed for each major asset class. These returns are combined to produce 
the long-term expected rate of return by weighting the expected future real rates of return by 
the target asset allocation percentage, adding expected inflation and subtracting expected 
investment expenses and a risk margin. The target allocation and projected arithmetic real rate 
of return for each major asset class, after deducting inflation, but before investment expenses, 
used in the derivation of the long-term expected investment rate of return assumption are 
summarized in the table below. 
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Note M.         Other Postemployment Benefits (OPEB) (continued) 

Investments (continued) 

The County’s Investment Guidelines for OPEB are detailed in the “Investment Guidelines 
Document – County of Sonoma Post-Employment Health Care Plan Investment Policy 
Document – June 2017”. The following is the Board’s adopted asset allocation policy for 
OPEB as of June 2018: 

Asset Class
Target 

Allocation

Long-Term Expected 
Nominal Rate of 

Return

Large Cap U.S. Equity 30% 6.7%
Mid Cap U.S. Equity 4% 6.7%
Small Cap U.S. Equity 8% 6.7%
International Equity 8% 7.7%
Global Equity 6% 7.7%
U.S. Core Fixed Income 31% 2.1%
Alternatives 8% 3.9%
Cash 1% 1.1%
Real Estate 4% 5.2%
Total 100%

Sensitivity of SCTA’s Proportionate Share of the Net OPEB Liability 

Sensitivity of SCTA’s Proportionate Share of the Net OPEB Liability to Changes in 
Discount Rate 

The following presents SCTA’s proportionate share of the Net OPEB liability if it were 
calculated using the discount rate of 6.50%, as well as what SCTA’s proportionate share of 
the Net OPEB liability would be if it were calculated using a discount rate that is 1-
percentage-point lower (5.50%) or 1-percentage-point higher (6.50%) than the current rate, 
for measurement period ended June 30, 2018: 

1% Decrease Current Discount Rate 1% Increase
(5.50%) (6.50%) (7.50%)

 $        1,066,912  $           965,171  $           876,719 
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Note M.         Other Postemployment Benefits (OPEB) (continued) 

Sensitivity of SCTA’s Proportionate Share of the Net OPEB Liability (continued) 

Sensitivity of SCTA’s Proportionate Share of the Net OPEB Liability to Changes in 
the Healthcare Cost Trend Rate 

The following present SCTA’s proportionate share of the Net OPEB liability if it were 
calculated using the trend rate that is 1%, higher as well as using trend rate 1% lower than 
the current trend rates, for measurement period ended June 30, 2018: 

1% Decrease Current Trend 1% Increase
Trend Rate Rates Trend Rate

 $           955,951  $           965,171  $           994,634 

The County Health Plan medical trends for ages under 65 grade from 7.50% in 2018/2019 
down to 4.50% over 6 years. County Health Plan medical trends for ages over 65 grade from 
6.00% in 2018/2019 down to 4.50% over 6 years. County Health Plan Drug trends grade 
from 6.50% in 2018/2019 down to 4.50% over 4 years. HMO Medical/Drug trends grade 
from 6.50% in 2018/2019 down to 4.50% over 8 years. ASO fees assumed trend was 5.00% 
in 2018/2019, then 4.50% thereafter. 

Amortization of Deferred Outflows and Deferred Inflows of Resources 

The net difference between projected and actual earnings on OPEB Plan investments is 
amortized over a 5-year period on a straight-line basis. One-fifth was recognized in OPEB 
expense during the measurement period, and the remaining net difference between projected 
and actual investment earnings on OPEB Plan investments at June 30, 2018, is to be 
amortized over the remaining 4-year period. 

The changes in assumptions and differences between expected and actual experience are 
recognized over the average of the expected remaining service lives of all employees that are 
provided OPEB through the Plan (active and inactive) determined as of the beginning of the 
measurement period. For the measurement period ending June 30, 2018, the average is 2.67 
years. 
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Note M.          Other Postemployment Benefits (OPEB) (continued) 

Amortization of Deferred Outflows and Deferred Inflows of Resources (continued) 

For the year ended June 30, 2019, SCTA recognized OPEB expense of ($162,411). At June 
30, 2019, SCTA reported deferred outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources 
related to OPEB from the following sources: 

The $111,231 reported as deferred outflows of resources related to contributions subsequent 
to the June 30, 2018 measurement date will be recognized as a reduction of the net OPEB 
liability during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020. Other amounts reported as deferred 
outflows of resources and deferred inflows of resources will be recognized as OPEB expense 
as follows: 

Deferred 
Outflows of 
Resources

Deferred 
Inflows of 
Resources

Differences between actual and expected experience $ 7,740 $ 1,920 

Change in employer’s proportion and differences between the 
employer’s contributions and the employer’s proportionate 
share of contributions 12,630 - 

Net differences between projected and actual earnings on 
plan investments -   4,839 

Changes of assumptions -              234,577 

Contributions made subsequent to the measurement date               111,231 -   

Total $ 131,601             $ 241,336           

Year Ended 
June 30, Amount

2020 $ (142,974) 
2021 (76,214)             
2022 (1,530) 
2023 (248) 
Total $ (220,966) 
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Note M.         Other Postemployment Benefits (OPEB) (continued) 

Defined Contribution Plan Description 

For employees hired on or after January 1, 2009, the County provides a defined contribution 
into a Retiree Health Reimbursement Arrangement (HRA) account. Eligibility for this benefit 
is based upon completion of two full years of consecutive County regular service and have 
been a contributing member of the Sonoma County Employees Retirement Association. 
Upon completion of the initial eligibility requirements, the County provides (a) an initial 
contribution of $2,400 to an HRA account established in the employee’s name; this initial 
contribution of $2,400 is based on full-time status and is prorated based on the employee’s 
allocated position, and (b) thereafter contributes $.58 per pay status hour, not including 
overtime, into the HRA account for each eligible employee. Once an employee has worked 
the two full years of service and the initial contribution into their HRA account is made, there 
are no further service requirements. All contributions into the Retiree HRA are made only 
while an employee is in active pay status, and upon separation of employment, there are no 
further post-employment contributions. Participants may access their HRA account at age 50 
or upon retirement from the County, whichever is earlier, and may defer this date. There is 
no requirement to be enrolled in a County offered medical plan to receive this benefit. 
Retirees and dependents that elect coverage under a County-sponsored plan are responsible 
for all costs. 

Note N.         Deferred Compensation 

The Deferred Compensation Benefit Plans are administered through a third-party 
administrator. The plan is excluded from the SCTA’s financial statements. The Deferred 
Compensation Benefit Plan is an employer discretionary, defined contribution plan 
established and governed under Internal Revenue Code Sections 401(a) and 457(b). The plan 
is available to employee groups based on bargaining unit and job class.  

Employer-only annual contributions are calculated based upon a percentage of employee 
compensation. For the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019, SCTA’s contribution was $11,186. 
SCTA offers employees an optional deferred compensation plan created in accordance with 
Section 457 of the Internal Revenue Code. This plan is available to substantially all 
employees and allows participants to defer a portion of their current income until future years, 
up to a maximum of $19,000 per calendar year. 
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Note O. Commitments 

SCTA has the following contractual commitments related to its activities as of June 30, 2019: 

Activity
Measure M 51,121,581$    
Transportation Fund for Clean Air (TFCA) 694,676          
Transportation Improvement 264,197          

Total 52,080,454$    

Outstanding 
Commitment Balance
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Sonoma County Employee Retirement Association - Schedule of SCTA's Proportionate Share of the Net Pension Liability

Last 10 Fiscal Years *

0.33% 0.31% 0.32% 0.32% 0.31% 0.32%
$ 1,635,864 $ 527,894 $ 1,259,436 $ 1,309,554    $ 672,050       $ 779,172      

$ 1,280,735 $ 1,274,122 $ 1,185,073 $ 1,099,977 $ 1,007,787 $ 1,030,693

127.73% 41.43% 106.27% 119.05% 66.69% 75.60%

83.50% 94.03% 85.92% 84.63% 90.88% 89.76%

Sonoma County Employee Retirement Association - Schedule of SCTA's Contributions

Last 10 Fiscal Years *

$ 211,171          $ 217,033       $ 190,574       $ 239,614       $ 195,659       
211,171          217,033       190,574       239,614       195,659       

$ - $ - $ - $ - $ -              

$ 1,440,885 $ 1,272,420 $ 1,227,147 $ 1,150,999 $ 989,162
14.66% 17.06% 15.53% 20.82% 19.78%

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019

12/31/2014

6/30/2016

Plan fiduciary net position as a percentage of the total pension 
liability

12/31/2016 12/31/2015
SCTA's proportion of the net pension liability
SCTA's proportionate share of the net pension liability

SCTA's covered  payroll

Measurement Date

Reporting Date

Sonoma County Transportation Authority

Schedule of SCTA's Proportionate Share of the Net Pension Liability
and Schedule of SCTA's Contributions

* Additional years will be presented as they become available.

The information presented relates solely to the County of Sonoma funds and blended component units and not the Sonoma County Employee Retirement Association as a whole.

SCTA's proportionate share of the net pension liability as a 
percentage of its covered payroll

12/31/2017

SCTA's covered payroll
Contributions as a percentage of covered payroll

6/30/2017
Actuarially determined contribution
Contributions in relation to the actuarially determined contribution
Contribution deficiency (excess)

6/30/2018

12/31/2013

6/30/2015

12/31/2018

6/30/2019
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6/30/2019 6/30/2018 6/30/2017
Proportion of the net OPEB liability 0.386% 0.382% 0.378%
Proportionate share of the net OPEB liability 965,171$               1,282,277$           1,392,712$       
Covered payroll 1,272,420$            1,227,147$           1,150,999$       
Proprotionate share of the net OPEB liability
  as a percentage of its covered payroll 75.85% 104.49% 121.00%
Plan fiduciary net position as a 
     percentage of the total OPEB liability 18.77% 12.90% 10.25%

Sonoma County Transportation Authority

Schedule of SCTA's Proportionate Share of the Net OPEB Liability

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019

Amounts presented above were determined as of the measurement date, which is one year prior to the reporting date 
(the other postemployment benefit liability). Additional years will be presented as they come available.
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Variance with
Budgeted Amounts Final Budget 

Actual Positive
Revenues Original Final Amounts (Negative)

Intergovernmental revenue $ 1,961,893     $ 1,968,693     $ 1,669,620     $ (299,073)       
Investment income 2,000            2,000            55,543          53,543          
Miscellaneous 42,500          181,500        166,591        (14,909)         

Total revenues 2,006,393     2,152,193     1,891,754     (260,439)       

Expenditures
Current

Salaries and benefits 1,264,980     1,238,980     1,241,132     (2,152)           
Services and supplies 750,047        906,748        656,674        250,074        
Contributions to other governments 13,000          13,000          - 13,000 

Total expenditures 2,028,027     2,158,728     1,897,806     260,922        

Net change in fund balance (21,634)         (6,535)           (6,052)           483               

Fund Balance at June 30, 2018 823,659        823,659        823,659        - 

Fund Balance at June 30, 2019 $ 802,025        $ 817,124        $ 817,607        $ 483               

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019

Sonoma County Transportation Authority

Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund 
Balance-Budgets and Actual  - General Fund
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Variance with
Budgeted Amounts Final Budget -

Actual Positive
Revenues Original Final Amounts (Negative)

Contributions $ - $ 500,000 $ 201,988 $ (298,012)
Investment income - 1,000 10,520         9,520

Total revenues - 501,000 212,508 (288,492)

Expenditures
Current:

Services and supplies - 280,000 148,315       131,685
Contributions to other governments - 220,000 53,673         166,327

Total expenditures - 500,000 201,988       298,012         

Net change in fund balance - 1,000 10,520         9,520             

Fund Balance at June 30, 2018 - - - - 

Fund Balance at June 30, 2019 $ - $ 1,000           $ 10,520         $ 9,520             

Sonoma County Transportation Authority

Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance - 
Budgets and Actual  - Special Revenue Fund (RED)

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019
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Variance with
Budgeted Amounts Final Budget -

Actual Positive
Revenues Original Final Amounts (Negative)

Intergovernmental revenue $ 637,534 $ 637,534 $ 629,355 $ (8,179)
Investment income 5,000           5,000 31,395         26,395

Total revenues 642,534 642,534 660,750 18,216

Expenditures
Current:

Administration 39,845         39,845         39,680         165
Contributions to other governments 1,257,180    1,231,795    1,224,915    6,880

Encumbrances - (625,663) (694,676)     69,013           

Total expenditures 1,297,025    645,977       569,919       76,058           

Net change in fund balance (654,491)     (3,443)         90,831         94,274           

Fund Balance at June 30, 2018 724,405       724,405       724,405       - 

Fund Balance at June 30, 2019 $ 69,914         $ 720,962       $ 815,236       $ 94,274           

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019

Sonoma County Transportation Authority

Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance - 
Budgets and Actual  - Special Revenue Fund (TFCA)
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Variance with
Final Budget -

Special Debt Total Positive
Revenues Original Final Revenue Service Measure M (Negative)

Sales tax revenue $ 23,899,115   $ 25,866,506   $ 18,118,291 $ 8,679,994  $ 26,798,285 $ 931,779        
Intergovernmental revenue 790,000       1,150,000     758,978      - 758,978 (391,022)      
Investment income 402,000       379,389        1,949,408   110,175     2,059,583 1,680,194     
Other - 500 - - - (500)             

Total revenues 25,091,115   27,396,395   20,826,677 8,790,169  29,616,846 2,220,451     

Expenditures
Current:

Services and supplies 6,260,370     4,872,870     3,351,450   - 3,351,450 1,521,420     
Contributions to other governments 23,856,597   30,142,479   19,431,454 - 19,431,454 10,711,025   

Debt service:
Interest 2,490,013     2,490,013     19,645        2,466,013  2,485,658 4,355            
Principal 6,689,000     6,689,000     - 6,685,000 6,685,000 4,000            

Total expenditures 39,295,980   44,194,362   22,802,549 9,151,013  31,953,562 12,240,800   

Net change in fund balance (14,204,865) (16,797,967)  (1,975,872)  (360,844)    (2,336,716) 14,461,251   

Fund Balance at June 30, 2018 56,109,744   56,109,744   47,253,907 8,855,837  56,109,744 - 

Fund Balance at June 30, 2019 $ 41,904,879   $ 39,311,777   $ 45,278,035 $ 8,494,993  $ 53,773,028 $ 14,461,251   

See accompanying Note to Required Supplementary Information. 45

Budgeted Amounts Actual Amounts

Sonoma County Transportation Authority

Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance -  
Budgets and Actual  - Special Revenue and Debt Service Funds (Measure M)

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019

Total Measure M 
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Note A. Budgetary Information 

Budgetary revenue estimates represent original estimates modified for any authorized 
adjustment which was contingent upon new or additional revenue sources. Budgetary 
expenditure amounts represent original appropriations adjusted by budget transfers and 
authorized appropriation adjustments made during the year. Budgets are adopted on a basis 
consistent with generally accepted accounting principles. SCTA budgetary information was 
amended during the year by the Board of Directors. 
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See accompanying Notes to Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards.     47

Federal
CFDA

Number

Pass-Through
Entity Identifying

Number

 Total      
Federal

Expenditures 

California Department of Transportation
Highway Planning and Construction
(Federal-Aid Highway Program) 20.205 FERPL16-6204(127)N 374,510$          

California Department of Transportation
Highway Planning and Construction
(Federal-Aid Highway Program) 20.205 CMLNI-6364(021) 384,547            

California Department of Transportation
Highway Planning and Construction
(Federal-Aid Highway Program) 20.205 CMLNI-6364(018) 54,969              

Metropolitan Transportation Commission
Highway Planning and Construction
(Federal-Aid Highway Program) 20.205 STPL-6084(206) 830,287            

Highway Planning and Construction Cluster 1,644,313         
Total Department of Transportation 1,644,313         

          Total expenditures of federal awards 1,644,313$       

Highway Planning and Construction Cluster

Sonoma County Transportation Authority

Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards 

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019

 Department of Transportation

Federal Grantor/Pass-Through Grantor/
   Program or Cluster Title
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Note A. Basis of Presentation 

The accompanying Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards the Schedule includes the 
federal grant activity of the Sonoma County Transportation Authority (SCTA) under 
programs of the federal government for the year ended June 30, 2019. The information in this 
schedule is presented in accordance with the requirements of Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal 
Regulation (CFR) Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and 
Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance). Because the schedule presents 
only a selected portion of the operations of SCTA, it is not intended to and does not present 
the financial position, changes in net assets, or cash flows of SCTA. 

Note B. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 

Expenditures reported on the Schedule are reported on the accrual basis of accounting. Such 
expenditures are recognized following the cost principles contained in the Uniform 
Guidance, wherein certain types of expenditures are not allowable or are limited as to 
reimbursement. Negative amounts shown on the Schedule represent adjustments or credits 
made in the normal course of business to amounts reported as expenditures in prior years. 

Such expenditures are recognized following, as applicable, either the cost principles in Office 
of Management Budget Circular A-87, Cost Principles for State, Local, and Indian Tribal 
Governments, or the cost principals contained in Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations 
Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principals, and Audit Requirements 
for Federal Awards, wherein certain types of expenditures are not allowable or are limited 
as to reimbursement. 

Note C. Indirect Cost Rate 

SCTA has elected not to use the 10% de minimis cost rate as allowed under the Uniform 
Guidance. 

Note D. Pass Through Funding 

SCTA did not provide pass through funding to sub recipients during the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 2019.  
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The following is a roster of the Sonoma County Transportation Authority Board of Directors 
and the Executive Director at June 30, 2019. 

Board of Directors 

Mark Landman, Chair 
Susan Gorin, Vice Chair 
Melanie Bagby 

Joe Naujokas 
Kathy Miller 
Joseph Callinan 
Chris Coursey 
Sarah Gurney 
Logan Harvey 
David Rabbitt 
Shirlee Zane 
Sam Salmon 

Alternate Susan Harvey 
Alternate Leah Gold 
Alternate D'Lynda Fischer 
Alternate Susan Adams 
Alternate Julie Combs 
Alternate Michael Carnnachi 
Alternate Madolyn Agrimonti 
Alternate Bruce Okrepkie 

Executive Director 

Suzanne Smith 

Agency 

City of Cotati 
County of Sonoma 
City of Cloverdale 
City of Healdsburg 
City of Petaluma 
City of Rohnert Park 
City of Santa Rosa 
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Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting  
and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit  
of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with  
Government Auditing Standards 
 
Independent Auditor's Report 
 
Board of Directors 
Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
Santa Rosa, California 
 

We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America, the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards issued 
by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the governmental activities 
and each major fund of the Sonoma County Transportation Authority ("SCTA"), as of and for the year 
ended June 30, 2019, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise 
SCTA's basic financial statements, and have issued our report thereon dated November 20, 2019. 
 
Internal Control over Financial Reporting 
 
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered SCTA's internal control 
over financial reporting (internal control) to determine the audit procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the financial statements, but not for the 
purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of SCTA's internal control.  Accordingly, we do not 
express an opinion on the effectiveness of SCTA's internal control.    
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or 
detect and correct misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or combination 
of deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement 
of SCTA's financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis. A 
significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less 
severe than a material weakness yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with 
governance.   
 
Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this 
section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material 
weaknesses or significant deficiencies and therefore, material weaknesses or significant deficiencies may 
exist that have not been identified.  
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Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting  
and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit  
of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with  
Government Auditing Standards (continued) 
 
Independent Auditor's Report (continued) 
 
Compliance and Other Matters 
 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether SCTA's financial statements are free of material 
misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts 
and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the 
determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The 
results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be 
reported under Government Auditing Standards. 

Purpose of this Report 
 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance 
and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of SCTA's internal 
control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards in considering SCTA's internal control and compliance. Accordingly, 
this communication is not suitable for any other purpose. 

 

 
 
Santa Rosa, California 
November 20, 2019 
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Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program 
and Report on Internal Control Over Compliance 
Required by the Uniform Guidance 
 
 
Independent Auditor's Report 
 
Board of Directors 
Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
Santa Rosa, California 
 
 
Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program 
 
We have audited the Sonoma County Transportation Authority’s ("SCTA") compliance with the types of 
compliance requirements described in the OMB Compliance Supplement that could have a direct and 
material effect on each of SCTA's major federal programs for the year ended June 30, 2019. SCTA's 
major federal programs are identified in the summary of auditor's results section of the accompanying 
schedule of findings and questioned costs. 
 
Management's Responsibility 
 
Management is responsible for compliance with federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions 
of its federal awards applicable to its federal programs. 
 
Auditor's Responsibility 
 
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on compliance for each of SCTA's major federal programs 
based on our audit of the types of compliance requirements referred to above. We conducted our audit of 
compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America; the 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States; and Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, 
Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards 
(Uniform Guidance). Those standards and the Uniform Guidance require that we plan and perform the 
audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether noncompliance with the types of compliance 
requirements referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program 
occurred. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence about SCTA's compliance with those 
requirements and performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. 
 
We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion on compliance for each major 
federal program. However, our audit does not provide a legal determination of SCTA's compliance. 
 
Opinion on Each Major Federal Program 
 
In our opinion, SCTA complied, in all material respects, with the types of compliance requirements 
referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on each of its major federal programs for the 
year ended June 30, 2019. 
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Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program 
and Report on Internal Control Over Compliance 
Required by the Uniform Guidance (continued) 
 
Independent Auditor's Report (continued) 
 
Report on Internal Control Over Compliance 
 
Management of SCTA is responsible for establishing and maintaining effective internal control over 
compliance with the types of compliance requirements referred to above. In planning and performing our 
audit of compliance, we considered SCTA's internal control over compliance with the types of 
requirements that could have a direct and material effect on each major federal program to determine the 
auditing procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing an opinion on 
compliance for each major federal program and to test and report on internal control over compliance in 
accordance with the Uniform Guidance, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the 
effectiveness of internal control over compliance. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the 
effectiveness of SCTA's internal control over compliance. 
 
A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control over 
compliance does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned 
functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a 
federal program on a timely basis. A material weakness in internal control over compliance is a 
deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal control over compliance, such that there is a 
reasonable possibility that material noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal 
program will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a timely basis. A significant deficiency in 
internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control over 
compliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal program that is less severe than a material 
weakness in internal control over compliance, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged 
with governance. 
 
Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in the first 
paragraph of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control over 
compliance that might be material weaknesses or significant deficiencies. We did not identify any 
deficiencies in internal control over compliance that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, 
material weaknesses may exist that have not been identified. 
 
The purpose of this report on internal control over compliance is solely to describe the scope of our 
testing of internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the requirements of the 
Uniform Guidance. Accordingly, this report is not suitable for any other purpose. 
 

 
 
Santa Rosa, California 
November 20, 2019 
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Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
 

Year Ended June 30, 2019 
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I. Summary of Auditor's Results 
 
 Financial Statements  
 

Type of report the auditor issued on whether the financial 
statement audited were prepared in accordance with GAAP: Unmodified 

 
Internal control over financial reporting: 
 
 Material weaknesses identified?  No 
 Significant deficiencies identified?                              None reported 
 
Noncompliance material to financial statements noted?  No 
 
Federal Awards 
 
Internal control over major programs: 
 
 Material weaknesses identified?  No 
 Significant deficiencies identified?                              None reported 
 
Type of auditor's report issued on compliance for major federal programs: Unmodified 
 
 Any audit findings disclosed that are required to be  
  reported in accordance with 2 CFR 200.516(a)?  No 
 
Identification of major federal programs: 
 
 
CFDA  
Number                                                                        Name of Federal Program or Cluster  
 
                            Highway Planning and Construction Cluster 
 
Dollar threshold used to distinguish between type A and type B program:   $750,000 
 
Auditee qualified as low-risk auditee?  Yes 
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Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 

Year Ended June 30, 2019 
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II. Financial Statement Findings

No matters are reportable

III. Federal Award Findings and Questioned Costs

No matters are reportable
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Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
 

Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings and Responses 
June 30, 2019 

 
Finding 2018-01 

 Status Corrected 
   

Progress on Corrective Action Plan 

Step Status 
Completion 

Date 
Implement changes to the procedure for allocating LSR earnings 
distributions, as outlined in the Corrective Action Plan. 

Complete 11/1/2018 

Implement new internal controls on the procedure for allocating LSR 
distributions, as outlined in the Corrective Action Plan 

Complete 11/1/2018 

Correct the FY 2017-18 LSR distributions Complete 1/31/2019 
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Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority 
 

Basic Financial Statements, 
Required Supplementary Information 
and Other Supplementary Information 

 
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019 
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Independent Auditor's Report 
 
 
Board of Directors 
Sonoma County Regional  
 Climate Protection Authority 
Santa Rosa, California 
 
Report on the Financial Statements 
 
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities and the major fund 
of the Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority ("RCPA"), as of and for the year ended 
June 30, 2019, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise RCPA’s 
basic financial statements as listed in the foregoing table of contents.  
 
Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements 
 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this 
responsibility includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the 
preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether 
due to fraud or error. 
 
Auditor's Responsibility 
 
Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted 
our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and 
the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement.  
 
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in 
the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment, including the 
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. 
In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity's preparation 
and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in 
the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity's 
internal control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating the 
appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates 
made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.  
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
our audit opinion.  
 
  

80



Independent Auditor's Report (continued) 
 
Opinions 
 
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
respective financial position of the governmental activities and the major fund of RCPA as of June 30, 
2019, and the respective changes in financial position for the year then ended in conformity with 
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 
 
Other Matters 
 
Required Supplementary Information 
 
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the budgetary 
comparison information and management's discussion and analysis as listed in the table of contents be 
presented to supplement the basic financial statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic 
financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be 
an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate 
operational, economic, or historical context. We have applied certain limited procedures to the required 
supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States 
of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of preparing the information 
and comparing the information for consistency with management's responses to our inquiries, the basic 
financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. 
We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures 
do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance. 
 
Other Information 
 
The Roster of Board Members has not been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of 
the basic financial statements, and accordingly, we do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on 
it. 
 
Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 
 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated November 20, 
2019, on our consideration of RCPA's internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other 
matters. The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial 
reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of 
RCPA’s internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. Those reports are integral parts of the audit 
performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction with 
this report in considering the results of our audit. 
 

     
 
Santa Rosa, California 
November 20, 2019 
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Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority 
 

Management's Discussion and Analysis 
 

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019 
 

 
3 

The management of the RCPA offers the readers of RCPA's basic financial statements this narrative overview 
and analysis of the financial activities of RCPA for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019.   

Financial highlights 

• The assets of RCPA exceeded its liabilities at June 30, 2019 by $205,060. 
  

• RCPA's restricted net position at June 30, 2019 totaled $205,060. 

 
Overview of the financial statements 

This discussion and analysis is intended to serve as an introduction to RCPA's basic financial statements. 
RCPA's basic financial statements are comprised of three components: 1) government-wide financial 
statements, 2) fund financial statements, and 3) notes to the basic financial statements. This report also contains 
other supplementary information in addition to the basic financial statements. 

Government-wide financial statements 

The government-wide financial statements, as listed in the table of contents, provide a broad overview of 
RCPA's activities as a whole, and are comprised of the statement of net position and the statement of activities.  

The statement of net position provides information about the financial position of RCPA as a whole on the full 
accrual basis, similar to that used in the private sector.  

The statement of activities provides information about RCPA's revenues and all its expenses, also on the full 
accrual basis, with the emphasis on measuring net revenues and expenses of each of RCPA's programs. The 
statement explains the change in net position for the year. 

Fund financial statements 

A fund is a group of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have been segregated 
for specific activities or objectives. RCPA, like other state and local governments, uses fund accounting to 
ensure and demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. RCPA's only fund is a 
governmental fund. 

Governmental funds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported in governmental activities 
in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the government-wide financial statements, 
governmental fund financial statements focus on near-term inflows and outflows of spendable resources, as 
well as on balances of spendable resources available at the end of the fiscal year. Such information may be 
useful in evaluating a government's near-term financing requirements. 
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Management's Discussion and Analysis 
 

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019 
 

 
4 

Fund financial statements (continued) 

Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial statements, 
it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar information presented 
for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements. By doing so, readers may better 
understand the long-term impact of the government's near-term financing decisions. RCPA's ending net 
position is equal to its ending fund balance because it has no non-current assets or liabilities at year end.   

Notes to the basic financial statements 

The notes to the basic financial statements provide additional information that is essential to a full 
understanding of the data provided in the government wide and fund financial statements.  

Government-wide financial analysis 

As noted above, net position may serve over time as a useful indicator of a government's financial position. In 
the case of RCPA, assets exceeded liabilities by $205,060 at June 30, 2019. 
  

   
Governmental activities 

Governmental activities for RCPA resulted in an increase in net position balance of $64,891 at June 30, 2019. 
Key elements of these activities during the fiscal year ended June 30, 2019 are identified on the following 
page. 

Governmental fund 

The focus of RCPA's governmental fund is to provide information on near-term inflows, outflows, and 
balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing RCPA's financing requirements. In 
particular, unassigned fund balance may serve as a useful measure of RCPA's net resources available for 
spending at the end of the fiscal year. 

As of June 30, 2019, RCPA's governmental fund reported an ending fund balance of $205,060. 

 

June 30, 2018 2019

Assets
Current assets $ 312,165     $ 388,866     

Liabilities
Current liabilities 171,996     183,806     

Net position - restricted $ 140,169     $ 205,060     

Condensed Statement of Net Position
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General fund budgetary highlights 

Adjustments from the original approved budget resulted in a net increase to intergovernmental revenue of 
$689,951. Associated adjustments to appropriated expenditures resulted in a net increase of $508,904. 
 

 
 
Fluctuations in revenues and expenses are generally correlated due to a significant portion of RCPA’s program 
costs being reimbursable. Variations between the fiscal years ended June 30, 2018 and June 30, 2019 are due 
primarily to changes in program activity. 
  

Year Ended June 30, 2018 2019

Revenues:
Program revenues - Climate protection program $ 955,293        $ 1,215,180     
General revenues 3,878           6,844           

  Total revenues 959,171        1,222,024     

Expenses:
Climate protection program 1,056,167     1,157,133     

  Total expenses 1,056,167     1,157,133     

Change in net position (96,996)        64,891         

Net position, beginning of year 237,165        140,169        

Net position, end of year $ 140,169        $ 205,060        

Condensed Statement of Changes in Net Position
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For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019 
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Economic Factors and Next Year's Budget 

RCPA activities are primarily funded by local contributions from our member cities and partner agencies and 
from state and federal programs, which can be impacted by changes to state and federal budgets. In fiscal year 
2018-19 RCPA activities were primarily funded by two state grant programs: the California Energy 
Commission’s Alternative and Renewable Fuel and Vehicle Technology Program and the Bay Area Regional 
Energy Network (BayREN) overseen by the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC). Activities 
funded by the California Energy Commission to address key market barriers for adoption of electric vehicles 
will continue through the calendar year 2020. The Bay Area Regional Energy Network is providing ratepayer 
funding overseen by the California Public Utilities Commission to the RCPA for calendar years 2018 and 
2019. RCPA is exploring additional grant opportunities for future years’ budgets. 

Request for Information 

This financial report is designed to provide a general overview of RCPA's finances. Questions concerning any 
of the information provided in this report or requests for additional financial information should be directed 
to the Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority, 411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95404. 
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See accompanying Notes to the Basic Financial Statements.        7

General Fund
Governmental

Activities

Governmental 
Fund Balance 

Sheet Adjustments
Statement of 
Net Position

Assets
Cash and investments $ 30,723              $ - $ 30,723              
Accounts receivable 500 - 500 
Due from other governments 357,643            - 357,643 

Total assets $ 388,866            - 388,866 

Liabilities
Accounts payable $ 33,806              - 33,806 
Due to other governments 150,000            - 150,000 

Total liabilities 183,806            - 183,806 

Fund balance/net position

Fund balance
Restricted 205,060            (205,060)           - 

Total fund balance 205,060            (205,060)           - 

Total liabilities and fund balance $ 388,866            

Net position
Restricted 205,060            205,060            

Total net position $ 205,060            $ 205,060            

Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority

Governmental Fund Balance Sheet / Statement of Net Position

June 30, 2019
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See  accompanying Notes to the Basic Financial Statements.       8 

Statement of 
Activities

General Fund Adjustments
Governmental

Activities
Expenditures/expenses

Current:
Services and supplies $ 1,157,133 $ - $ 1,157,133

Total expenditures/expenses 1,157,133           - 1,157,133 

Program revenues
Intergovernmental revenue 1,215,180           - 1,215,180 

Total program revenues 1,215,180           - 1,215,180 

Excess of program revenues over expenditures/expenses 58,047 - 58,047 

General revenues
Donations 500 - 500 
Investment income 6,344 - 6,344 

Total general revenues 6,844 - 6,844 

Net change in fund balance/net position 64,891 - 64,891 

Fund balance/net position:
140,169              - 140,169 

$ 205,060              $ - $ 205,060

Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority

For the Year Ended June 30, 2019

Changes in Fund Balances / Statement of Activities
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and 

June 30, 2018

June 30, 2019
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 Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority  
 

Notes to the Basic Financial Statements 
 

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019 
 

9 
 

Note A. Reporting Entity 
 

The Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority (RCPA) was created by the passage 
of Assembly Bill 881, on October 11, 2009. Pursuant to AB 881, RCPA is governed by the same 
Board of Directors that governs the Sonoma County Transportation Authority (SCTA). RCPA 
is a separate legal entity from SCTA. RCPA, in cooperation with local agencies, performs 
coordination and implementation activities, within the boundaries of Sonoma County, to assist 
those agencies in meeting their greenhouse gas emission reduction goals. RCPA assists local 
agencies develop, coordinate, and implement programs and policies to comply with the 
California Global Warming Solutions Act and other federal or state mandates and programs 
designed to respond to greenhouse gas emissions and climate change.  
 
The RCPA Board of Directors is governed by a twelve member board. Nine of these members 
are chosen from the councils of the nine incorporated cities or towns of Sonoma County and 
three are chosen from the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors.   

   
Note B. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 

  
 Government-wide and Fund Financial Statements 

 
The government-wide financial statements (i.e., the statement of net position and the statement 
of activities) report information on all of the activities of RCPA.   
 
The statement of activities demonstrates the degree to which the direct expenses of a given 
function or program is offset by program revenues. Direct expenses are those that are clearly 
identifiable with a specific function or program. Program revenues include grants and 
contributions that are restricted to meeting operational or capital requirements of a particular 
function or program, as well as restricted investment income. Other revenues not properly 
included among program revenues are reported instead as general revenues. 
 
RCPA is engaged in a single program and has chosen to present combined government-wide 
and fund financial statements with a reconciliation of the individual line items in a separate 
column on each statement.   
 

 Measurement Focus, Basis of Accounting, and Financial Statement Presentation 
 
The government-wide financial statements are reported using the economic resources 
measurement focus and the accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recorded when earned and 
expenses are recorded when a liability is incurred, regardless of the timing of the related cash 
flows. Grants and similar items are recognized as revenue as soon as all eligibility requirements 
imposed by the provider have been met. 
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Note B.        Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued) 
 
Governmental fund financial statements are reported using the current financial resources 
measurement focus and the modified accrual basis of accounting. Under this method, revenues 
are recognized when measurable and available. Revenues are considered available when they 
are collectible within the period or soon enough thereafter to pay liabilities of the current period. 
For this purpose, RCPA considers revenues available if they are collected within 365 days of the 
end of the current fiscal period. Expenditures are generally recorded when a liability is incurred, 
as under accrual accounting.  

 
RCPA has no non-current assets or liabilities. Accordingly, net position and fund balance are equal 
at year end. Additionally, the change in net position on the statement of activities is equal to the 
change in fund balance.  
 
Intergovernmental Revenue and Due From Other Governments 
 
Intergovernmental revenue represents grant funds from the following: 
 

 
  
Due from other governments represents amounts earned but not yet received from these funding 
sources. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Funding Source and Purpose
Califonia Public Utilities Comission grant funds passing 

through the Association of Bay Area Governments
Implementation of Bay Area Regional Energy Network programs 610,247$              

RCPA Member Governments
Local Contributions 415,868               

California Energy Commission grant funds
Advancement of the adoption of plug-in electric vehicles 124,784               

Sonoma Clean Power
Technical assistance with transportation electrification programs 49,281                 

Bay Area Air Quality Management District grant funds
Implementation of the E-bike program 15,000                 

Total 1,215,180$           

Intergovernmental 
Revenue
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Note B. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued) 
 
Net Position 
   
Net position is classified into three components: 1) invested in capital assets, 2) restricted, and 
3) unrestricted. These classifications are defined as follows: 
 
• Invested in capital assets – This component of net position consists of capital assets, net of 

accumulated depreciation. RCPA has no capital assets and therefore this amount was zero 
at year end.   

 
• Restricted net position – This component of net position consists of net position with limits 

on its use that are imposed by outside parties or enabling legislation. 
 
• Unrestricted net position – This component of net position consists of net position that does 

not meet the definitions of "restricted" or "invested in capital assets." 
 
When both restricted and unrestricted resources are available, unrestricted resources are used 
only after restricted resources are depleted. 

 
Fund Balance 
 
Governmental funds report fund balance as non-spendable, restricted, committed, assigned or 
unassigned based primarily on the extent to which RCPA is bound to honor constraints on how 
specific amounts can be spent.  The fund balance classifications are defined below. 
 
• Non-spendable – Amounts that are not in a spendable form or are to be maintained intact.  
 
• Restricted – Amounts that can be spent only for the specific purpose stipulated by external 

resource providers or through enabling legislation.  
 
• Committed – Amounts that can be used only for the specific purpose determined by a formal 

action of the entity's highest level of decision making authority. 
 
• Assigned – Amounts intended to be used by the government for specific purpose determined 

either by the governing body or by an official or body to which the governing body delegates 
the authority. 

 
• Unassigned – The residual classification is used for the general fund and includes all amounts 

not contained in the other classifications. This amount is technically available for any 
purpose.   

 
In general, when both restricted and unrestricted resources are available, restricted resources are 
used first. When expenditures are made of unrestricted resources, RCPA first applies committed, 
then assigned, and then unassigned resources. 
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Note B.        Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued) 
 
Estimates 
 
The preparation of basic financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America requires management to make estimates and 
assumptions that affect certain reported amounts and disclosures. Accordingly, actual results 
could differ from those estimates. 

 
Note C.         Cash and Investments 
 

Investment in the Sonoma County Treasurer's Investment Pool 
 
Cash and investments are generally comprised of cash pooled with the Sonoma County Treasury 
Pool (the Treasury Pool), an external investment pool, and are carried at fair value. The Sonoma 
County Treasurer's office also acts as a disbursing agent for RCPA. The fair value of RCPA's 
investment in this pool is based upon RCPA's pro-rata share of the fair value provided by the 
Treasury Pool for the entire Treasury Pool portfolio (in relation to the amortized cost of that 
portfolio). 
 
The balance available for withdrawal is based on accounting records maintained by the Treasury 
Pool, which are recorded on an amortized cost basis. Interest earned on investments pooled with 
the Treasury Pool is allocated quarterly to the appropriate fund based on its respective average 
daily balance for that quarter. 
 
The Treasury Oversight Committee of the Treasury Pool has oversight for all monies deposited 
into the Treasury Pool. 

 
Treasury Pool Investment Guidelines  
 
RCPA's pooled cash and investments are invested pursuant to investment policy guidelines 
established by the County Treasurer and approved by the Board of Supervisors. The objectives 
of the policy are, in order of priority: safety of capital, liquidity, and yield. The policy addresses 
the soundness of financial institutions in which the County will deposit funds, types of 
investment instruments as permitted by the California Government Code 53601, and the 
percentage of the portfolio that may be invested in certain instruments with longer terms to 
maturity.    
 
A copy of the Sonoma County investment policy is available upon request from the Sonoma 
County Auditor-Controller-Treasurer-Tax Collector at 585 Fiscal Drive, Room 100, Santa Rosa, 
California, 95403. 
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Note C.         Cash and Investments (continued)  
 
Interest Rate Risk 
 
Interest rate risk is the risk that changes in market interest rates will adversely affect the fair value 
of an investment. Generally, the longer the maturity of an investment, the greater the sensitivity of 
its fair value to changes in market interest rates. Due to the highly liquid nature of RCPA's 
investment with the Treasury Pool, RCPA's exposure to interest rate risk is deemed by 
management to be insignificant. 
 
The weighted average maturity of Treasury Pool investments at June 30, 2019 was 552 days. 

  
          Credit Risk 

 
Generally, credit risk is the risk that an issuer of an investment will not fulfill its obligation to 
the holder of the investment. This is measured by the assignment of a rating by a nationally 
recognized statistical rating organization. The Treasury Pool does not have a rating provided by 
a nationally recognized statistical rating organization. 
 
Custodial Credit Risk 
 
With respect to investments, custodial credit risk generally applies only to direct investments in 
marketable securities. Custodial credit risk does not apply to a local government's indirect 
investment in securities through the use of mutual funds or government investment pools (such 
as the Treasury Pool). 
 
Concentration of Credit Risk 
 
The investment policy of RCPA contains no limitations on the amount that can be invested in 
any one issuer beyond that stipulated by the California Government Code. There were no non-
pooled investments held by RCPA at June 30, 2019. 
 
Fair Value Measurements 

RCPA categorizes its fair value measurements within the fair value hierarchy established by 
generally accepted accounting principles. The hierarchy is based on the valuation inputs used to 
measure the fair value of the asset. Level 1 inputs are quoted prices in active markets for identical 
assets; Level 2 inputs are significant other observable inputs; Level 3 inputs are significant 
unobservable inputs. RCPA has a recurring fair value measurement for its investment in the 
Sonoma County Treasury Pool which is valued using significant other observable inputs (Level 
2). RCPA’s Level 2 investments have fair value of $30,723 as of June 30, 2019. 
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Note D.         Risk Management 
 
RCPA is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, damage to and destruction of 
assets; errors and omissions; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. RCPA is covered for 
general, automobile, crime and errors and omissions liability through Alliant Insurance Services. 
Limits of this coverage are $1,000,000 per occurrence. The deductible for these occurrences is 
$5,000.  

RCPA participates in the County of Sonoma’s self-insurance program providing $300,000 per 
occurrence for workers’ compensation claims. The self-insurance program is accounted for in 
the County’s Risk Management Internal Service Fund.  Excess worker’s compensation liability 
coverage is maintained through participation in the California State Association of Counties, 
Excess Insurance Authority (CSAC-EIA).  
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Variance with
Budgeted Amounts Final Budget

Actual Positive
Revenues Original Final Amounts (Negative)

Intergovernmental revenue $ 1,096,250       $ 1,786,201       $ 1,215,180        $ (571,021) 
Donations - - 500 500 
Investment income 2,500              2,500              6,344               3,844 

Total revenues 1,098,750       1,788,701       1,222,024        (566,677) 

Expenditures
Current:

Services and supplies 1,096,301       1,605,205       1,157,133        448,072 

Total expenditures 1,096,301       1,605,205       1,157,133        448,072 

Excess of revenues
over expenditures 2,449              183,496          64,891             (118,605) 

Fund balance, June 30, 2018 140,169          140,169          140,169           - 

Fund balance, June 30, 2019 $ 142,618          $ 323,665          $ 205,060           $ (118,605) 

For the Year Ended June 30, 2019

Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance-
Budget and Actual  - General Fund

Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority
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Note A.      Budgetary Information 

Budgetary revenue estimates represent original estimates modified for any authorized 
adjustment which was contingent upon new or additional revenue sources.  Budgetary 
expenditure amounts represent original appropriations adjusted by budget transfers and 
authorized appropriation adjustments made during the year.  Budgets are adopted on a basis 
consistent with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 
RCPA’s budgetary information was amended during the fiscal year. 
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The following is a roster of the Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority Board of 
Directors and the Executive Director at June 30, 2019. 

Board of Directors 

Mark Landman, Chair    
Susan Gorin, Vice Chair 
Melanie Bagby 
Joe Naujokas
Kathy Miller 
Joseph Callinan 
Chris Coursey 
Sarah Gurney 
Logan Harvey 
David Rabbitt 
Shirlee Zane 
Sam Salmon 
Alternate Susan Harvey  
Alternate Leah Gold    
Alternate D'Lynda Fischer  
Alternate Susan Adams    
Alternate Julie Combs 
Alternate Michael Carnnachi  
Alternate Madolyn Agrimonti  
Alternate Bruce Okrepkie 

Executive Director 

Suzanne Smith 

Agency 

City of Cotati 
County of Sonoma 
City of Cloverdale
City of Healdsburg 
City of Petaluma 
City of Rohnert Park 
City of Santa Rosa 
City of Sebastopol 
City of Sonoma 
County of Sonoma 
County of Sonoma 
Town of Windsor  
City of Cotati 
City of Healdsburg 
City of Petaluma  
City of Rohnert Park 
City of Santa Rosa 
City of Sebastopol  
City of Sonoma 
Town of Windsor 

Executive Director 
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Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting  
and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit  
of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with  
Government Auditing Standards 
 
Independent Auditor's Report 
 
Board of Directors 
Sonoma County Regional  
 Climate Protection Authority 
Santa Rosa, California 
 
We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the governmental 
activities and the major fund of the Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority ("RCPA"), as 
of and for the year ended June 30, 2019, and the related notes to the financial statements, which 
collectively comprise RCPA's basic financial statements, and have issued our report thereon dated 
November 20, 2019. 
 
Internal Control over Financial Reporting 
 
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered RCPA's internal control 
over financial reporting (internal control) to determine the audit procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements, but not for the 
purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of RCPA's internal control.  Accordingly, we do 
not express an opinion on the effectiveness of RCPA's internal control.    
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or 
detect and correct misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or combination 
of deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement 
of RCPA's financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis.  A 
significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less 
severe than a material weakness yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with 
governance.   
 
Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this 
section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material 
weaknesses or significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any 
deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material weaknesses 
may exist that have not been identified.   
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Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting  
and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit  
of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with  
Government Auditing Standards (continued) 
 
Independent Auditor's Report (continued) 
 
 
Compliance and Other Matters 
 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether RCPA's financial statements are free of material 
misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts 
and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the 
determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those 
provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an opinion. The 
results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be 
reported under Government Auditing Standards. 
 
Purpose of this Report 
 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance 
and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of RCPA's internal 
control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards in considering RCPA's internal control and compliance. Accordingly, 
this communication is not suitable for any other purpose. 
 

     
 
Santa Rosa, California 
November 20, 2019 
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Independent Auditor's Report 
 
 
Board of Directors 
Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
Santa Rosa, California 
 
 
Report on the Financial Statements 
 
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the activities of the Measure M Special 
Revenue and Debt Service Funds (the "Measure M Funds") of the Sonoma County Transportation 
Authority ("SCTA"), as of and for the year ended June 30, 2019, and the related notes to the financial 
statements, which collectively comprise the Measure M Funds' financial statements as listed in the table 
of contents.  
 
Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements 
 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this 
responsibility includes the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the 
preparation and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether 
due to fraud or error. 
 
Auditor's Responsibility 
 
Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted 
our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and 
standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to 
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement.  
 
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in 
the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment, including the 
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or error. 
In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity's preparation 
and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in 
the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity's 
internal control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating the 
appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting estimates 
made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.  
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
our audit opinion.  
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Independent Auditor's Report (continued) 
 
Opinions 
 
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of the activities of the Measure M Funds as of June 30, 2019, and the changes in 
financial position thereof for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America. 
 
Other Matters 
 
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the budgetary 
comparison information as listed in the table of contents be presented to supplement the basic financial 
statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting 
for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. 
We have applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in accordance with 
auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of 
management about the methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for 
consistency with management's responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other 
knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements. We do not express an opinion 
or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures do not provide us with 
sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance. 
 
Management has omitted management's discussion and analysis that accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America require to be presented to supplement the basic financial 
statements. Such missing information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by 
the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial 
reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical 
context. Our opinion on the financial statements is not affected by this missing information.  
 
As discussed in Note A, the financial statements presented depict only the activities of the Measure M 
Special Revenue and Debt Service Funds of SCTA, and do not purport to, and do not present fairly the 
financial information for SCTA as a whole. 
 
Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 
 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated November 20, 
2019, on our consideration of the Measure M Funds' internal control over financial reporting and our tests 
of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other 
matters. The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial 
reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
Measure M Funds’ internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of 
the audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in 
conjunction with this report in considering the results of our audit. 
 

     
Santa Rosa, California 
November 20, 2019 
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Balance Sheets - by Activity 

Special Debt 
Local Street Local Street Passenger Bike/ Revenue Passenger Service

 - Rehabilitation  - Projects Highway 101 Transit Rail Pedestrian Administration Sub-Total Rail Highway 101 Sub-Total Total

Assets

  Cash and investments $ 682,577          $ 28,970,148  $ 18,883,883  $ 287,504       $ 48,561         $ 2,057,829    $ 639,129       $ 51,569,631         $ - $ - $ - $ 51,569,631          

  Sales tax receivable 871,233          871,233       312,913       435,617       93,221         174,246       43,561         2,802,024           124,587       1,429,552    1,554,139            4,356,163            

  Prepaid expenses - - - - - - 13,044         13,044 - - - 13,044 

  Due from other governments - - 57,450         - - 273,971       - 331,421 - - - 331,421 

  Interfund receivable - 400,000 - - - - - 400,000 - - - 400,000 

  Restricted cash - revenue bond reserves - - - - - - - - 635,284       1,905,851    2,541,135            2,541,135            

  Restricted cash - debt service - - - - - - - - 354,554       4,045,165    4,399,719            4,399,719            

    Total assets $ 1,553,810       $ 30,241,381  $ 19,254,246  $ 723,121       $ 141,782       $ 2,506,046    $ 695,734       $ 55,116,120         $ 1,114,425    $ 7,380,568    $ 8,494,993            $ 63,611,113          

Liabilities and fund balance

Liabilities

  Accounts payable $ 668,019          $ 84,075         $ 1,063,101    $ 280,229       $ - $ 128,076       $ 2,339           $ 2,225,839           $ - $ - $ - $ 2,225,839            

  Retention payable - 50,864 - - - - - 50,864 - - - 50,864 

  Interfund payable - - - - 400,000       - - 400,000 - - - 400,000 

  Unearned revenue - - 7,000,000    - - - - 7,000,000 - - - 7,000,000            

  Due to other governments - 161,034 - - - 348              - 161,382 - - - 161,382 

    Total liabilities 668,019          295,973       8,063,101    280,229       400,000       128,424       2,339           9,838,085           - - - 9,838,085            

Fund Balance

  Nonspendable - 400,000 - - - - 13,044         413,044              - - - 413,044 

  Unassigned - - - - (258,218)      - - (258,218)             - - - (258,218)              

  Restricted - Measure M Debt Service - - - - - - - - 1,114,425    7,380,568    8,494,993            8,494,993            

  Restricted - Measure M Programs 885,791          29,545,408  11,191,145  442,892       - 2,377,622 680,351       45,123,209         - - - 45,123,209          

    Total fund balance (deficit) 885,791          29,945,408  11,191,145  442,892       (258,218)      2,377,622    693,395       45,278,035         1,114,425    7,380,568    8,494,993            53,773,028          

    Total liabilities
       and fund balance $ 1,553,810       $ 30,241,381  $ 19,254,246  $ 723,121       $ 141,782       $ 2,506,046    $ 695,734       $ 55,116,120         $ 1,114,425    $ 7,380,568    $ 8,494,993            $ 63,611,113          

Measure M Special Revenue Activities Measure M Debt Service

Sonoma County Transportation Authority - Measure M Special Revenue and Debt Service Funds

June 30, 2019
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Sonoma County Transportation Authority - Measure M Special Revenue and Debt Service Funds 

Statements of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances - by Activity

For Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019

Special Debt 
Local Street Local Street Passenger Bike/ Revenue Passenger Service

 - Rehabilitation  - Projects Highway 101 Transit Rail Pedestrian Administration Sub-Total Rail Highway 101 Sub-Total Total

Revenues

  Measure M sales tax $ 5,359,657     $ 5,359,657     $ 2,786,067     $ 2,679,829     $ 593,167        $ 1,071,931     $ 267,983        $ 18,118,291          $ 746,747        $ 7,933,247     $ 8,679,994            $ 26,798,285               

  Intergovernmental revenue - - 374,510        - - 384,468        - 758,978 - - - 758,978 

  Investment income 37,447          943,620        842,565        18,929          27,865          57,889          21,093          1,949,408 14,863          95,312          110,175               2,059,583 

  Total revenue 5,397,104     6,303,277     4,003,142     2,698,758     621,032        1,514,288     289,076        20,826,677          761,610        8,028,559     8,790,169            29,616,846               

Expenditures

Current:

  Services and supplies - 762,166 2,011,354     - 717 384,546        192,667        3,351,450            - - - 3,351,450 

  Contributions to other governments 5,275,497     1,697,220 9,709,860     2,637,951     - 110,926 - 19,431,454 - - - 19,431,454               

Debt Service:

  Interest - - - - 19,645          - - 19,645 185,972        2,280,041     2,466,013            2,485,658 

  Principal - - - - - - - - 547,500        6,137,500     6,685,000            6,685,000 

  Total expenditures 5,275,497     2,459,386     11,721,214   2,637,951     20,362          495,472        192,667        22,802,549          733,472        8,417,541     9,151,013            31,953,562               

Net change in fund balance 121,607        3,843,891     (7,718,072)   60,807          600,670        1,018,816     96,409          (1,975,872)          28,138          (388,982)      (360,844)              (2,336,716) 

Fund balance at June 30, 2018 764,184        26,101,517   18,909,217   382,085        (858,888)      1,358,806     596,986        47,253,907          1,086,287     7,769,550     8,855,837            56,109,744               

Fund balance at June 30, 2019 $ 885,791        $ 29,945,408   $ 11,191,145   $ 442,892        $ (258,218)      $ 2,377,622     $ 693,395        $ 45,278,035          $ 1,114,425     $ 7,380,568     $ 8,494,993            $ 53,773,028               

Measure M Special Revenue Activities Measure M Debt Service
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Note A. Reporting Entity 
 
The Sonoma County Transportation Authority (SCTA) was created by the Sonoma County 
Board of Supervisors, under Resolution No. 90-1522 on August 7, 1990 in accordance with 
California Public Utilities Code Section 180000 et seq. SCTA's Board of Directors consists of 
one council member from each of the County's nine cities and three members of the Sonoma 
County Board of Supervisors.   
 
SCTA was established to accomplish the stated purpose and goals of the Public Utilities Code 
Section 180000 et seq, also known as the "Local Transportation Authority and Improvement 
Act" (the Act). 

 
The financial statements of SCTA's Measure M Special Revenue and Debt Service Funds (the 
Measure M Funds) present only the financial activities of the Measure M Funds and are not 
intended to fairly present the financial position and changes in financial position of SCTA in 
conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 

 
The Measure M Fund was created in November 2004 with the passage of the Traffic Relief Act 
for Sonoma County. Measure M is funded by a one quarter percent sales tax and its activities 
are accounted for in a special revenue and debt service fund of SCTA. Measure M creates a 
stable funding source for local transportation projects intended to make significant progress in 
widening Highway 101, maintaining local roads, improving local transit services, developing 
passenger rail service, providing safe bike and pedestrian routes, and making key local street 
improvements. 

 
The Measure M 2019 Strategic Plan serves as the guiding policy and programming document 
for the implementation of Measure M projects. It covers a five year period and will be updated 
periodically in order to reflect the actual revenues received. 
 
The Measure M 2019 Strategic Plan allocates Measure M Sales tax revenues as follows: 
 

• Local Streets Rehabilitation – 20% to fix pot holes and maintain local streets. 

• Local Streets Projects – 20% for key local road projects throughout Sonoma County (the 
County). 

• Highway 101 – 40% to help fund Highway 101 widening throughout the County. 

• Transit – 10% to improve local bus transit service. 

• Passenger Rail – 5% will go to Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) for the 
development of passenger rail service. 

• Bike / Pedestrian – 4% will be used for bicycle and pedestrian routes. 
 
There is an overall limitation of one percent on the administrative expenses of Measure M 
operations. 
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Note B.  Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 
 
Measurement Focus and Basis of Accounting  

 
 The accompanying financial statements are reported using the current financial resources 

measurement focus and the modified accrual basis of accounting. Revenues are recognized as 
soon as they are both measurable and available. Revenues are considered available when they 
are collected within the current period or soon enough thereafter to pay liabilities of the current 
period. Sales tax revenue is recognized in the period that the exchange transaction occurs on 
which the tax is imposed. Grants and similar items are recognized as revenue as soon as all 
eligibility requirements imposed by the provider have been met. Expenditures are generally 
recorded when a liability is incurred, as under accrual accounting. However, debt service 
expenditures, as well as expenditures related to compensated absences and claims and judgments 
are recorded only when payment is due. 

 
 Fund Balance  
 

Governmental funds report fund balance as non-spendable, restricted, committed, assigned or 
unassigned based primarily on the extent to which SCTA is bound to honor constraints on how 
specific amounts can be spent.  The fund balance classifications are defined below. 

 
• Non-spendable – amounts that are not in a spendable form or are to be maintained intact.  

• Restricted – amounts that can be spent only for the specific purpose stipulated by external 
resource providers or through enabling legislation.  

• Committed – amounts that can be used only for the specific purpose determined by a 
formal action of the entity's highest level of decision making authority. 

• Assigned – amounts intended to be used by the government for specific purposes 
determined either by the governing body or by an official or body to which the governing 
body delegates the authority. 

• Unassigned – the residual classification for the general fund and includes all amounts not 
contained in the other classifications. This amount is technically available for any 
purpose.    

 
 In general, when both restricted and unrestricted resources are available, restricted resources are 

used first. When expenditures are made of unrestricted resources, SCTA first applies committed, 
then assigned, and then unassigned resources. 

 
Cash and Investments 
 
The Measure M Funds report cash and investments in the balance sheet by activity in accordance 
with GASB Statement No. 31, “Accounting and Financial Reporting for Certain Investments 
and External Investment Pools” and GASB Statement No. 72, “Fair Value Measurement and 
Application”. 
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Note B.  Summary of Significant Accounting Policies (continued) 
 

Cash and Investments (continued) 
 

Restricted cash is held by a third party trustee and is restricted for debt service payments and 
Measure M expenditures pursuant to various bond covenants. Included in these amounts are 
proceeds from Sales Tax Revenue Bonds, Series 2011 and 2015, to be used for Measure M 
activities and bond reserve requirements for the Series 2011 and 2015 bonds, and sales tax 
revenues collected by the trustee for making the annual interest payments on the bonds. 
 
Sales Tax Revenue and Receivable 
 
Sales tax receivable represents sales tax amounts allocated to SCTA through Measure M, but 
uncollected at year end. Due to the nature of the sales tax receivable, management does not 
consider any portion uncollectible. 
 
Sales tax revenues are presented net of administrative assessments by the State Board of 
Equalization in the amount of $580,850 for the year. 
 
Unearned Revenue 
 
Unearned revenue represents amounts collected before revenue recognition criteria are met. 
 
Estimates 
 
The preparation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America requires management to make estimates and 
assumptions that affect certain reported balances. Accordingly, actual results could differ from 
those estimates. 

 
Note C. Cash and Investments 
 

Investment in the Sonoma County Treasurer's Investment Pool 
 
Cash and investments are comprised of cash pooled with the Sonoma County Treasury Pool (the 
Treasury Pool), an external investment pool. The Sonoma County Treasurer's office also acts as a 
disbursing agent for the Measure M Funds. The fair value of the Measure M Funds' investment in 
this pool is based upon the Measure M Funds’ pro-rata share of the fair value provided by the 
Treasury Pool for the entire Treasury Pool portfolio (in relation to the amortized cost of that 
portfolio).  
 
The balance available for withdrawal is based on accounting records maintained by the Treasury 
Pool, which are recorded on an amortized cost basis. Interest earned on investments pooled with 
the Treasury Pool is allocated quarterly to the appropriate fund based on its respective average 
daily balance for that quarter. The Treasury Oversight Committee of the Treasury Pool has 
oversight for all monies deposited into the Treasury Pool. 
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Note C.        Cash and Investments (continued) 
 

Treasury Pool Investment Guidelines  
 
The Measure M Funds' pooled cash and investments are invested pursuant to investment policy 
guidelines established by the County Treasurer and approved by the Board of Supervisors. The 
objectives of the policy are, in order of priority: safety of capital, liquidity, and maximum rate 
of return. The policy addresses the soundness of financial institutions in which the County will 
deposit funds, types of investment instruments as permitted by the California Government Code 
53601, and the percentage of the portfolio that may be invested in certain instruments with longer 
terms to maturity.    
   
A copy of the Treasury Pool investment policy is available upon request from the Sonoma 
County Auditor-Controller-Treasurer-Tax Collector at 585 Fiscal Drive, Room 100, Santa Rosa, 
California, 95403. 
 
Interest Rate Risk 
 
Interest rate risk is the risk that changes in market interest rates will adversely affect the fair 
value of an investment. Generally, the longer the maturity of an investment, the greater the 
sensitivity of its fair value to changes in market interest rates. Due to the highly liquid nature of 
the Measure M Funds' investment with the Treasury Pool, the Measure M Funds' exposure to 
interest rate risk is deemed by management to be insignificant. 
 
The weighted average maturity of Treasury Pool investments at June 30, 2019 was 552 days. 
 
Credit Risk 
 
Generally, credit risk is the risk that an issuer of an investment will not fulfill its obligation to the 
holder of the investment. This is measured by the assignment of a rating by a nationally recognized 
statistical rating organization. The Treasury Pool does not have a rating provided by a nationally 
recognized statistical rating organization. 

 
Custodial Credit Risk 
 
With respect to investments, custodial credit risk generally applies only to direct investments in 
marketable securities. Custodial credit risk does not apply to a local government's indirect 
investment in securities through the use of mutual funds or government investment pools (such as 
the Treasury Pool). 

 
Concentration of Credit Risk 
 
The investment policy of SCTA, which is responsible for the investment decisions of the Measure 
M Funds, contains no limitations on the amount that can be invested in any one issuer beyond that 
stipulated by the California Government Code. There were no non-pooled investments in any one 
issuer that represent 5% or more of total Measure M Funds’ investments. 
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Note C.         Cash and Investments (continued) 
 

Fair Value Measurements 
 
Measure M categorizes its fair value measurements within the fair value hierarchy established 
by generally accepted accounting principles. The hierarchy is based on the valuation inputs used 
to measure the fair value of the asset. Level 1 inputs are quoted prices in active markets for 
identical assets; Level 2 inputs are significant other observable inputs; Level 3 inputs are 
significant unobservable inputs. Measure M has the following fair value measurements as of 
June 30, 2019: 
 

• Investment in Money Market Mutual Funds of $4,399,719 which are valued using 
quoted prices in active markets (Level 1). 

• Investment in the Sonoma County Treasury Pool of $54,110,766 which is valued using 
significant other observable inputs (Level 2). 

Note D. Unearned Revenue 
  

On March 2, 2018 SCTA received an advance deposit of $7,000,000 under a cooperative funding 
agreement with the City of Petaluma for the design and construction of a Highway 101 project. 
This amount was deferred, and revenue will be recognized as qualifying expenditures are incurred.   

 
Note E. Measure M Sales Tax Revenue Bonds 

 
The Authority has issued bonds in 2008, 2011 and 2015 for the purpose of financing certain 
transportation projects included in the Measure M Expenditure Plan.  

 
SCTA issued $25,200,000 in Sales Tax Revenue Bonds, Series 2011, (Limited Tax Bonds) (2011 
Bonds) on January 26, 2011, with a maturity date of December 1, 2024.  The 2011 Bonds were 
issued at a premium of $1,863,706 and bond issuance costs totaled $416,692. The 2011 Bonds 
carry interest rates ranging from 2% to 5% and are payable solely from Measure M sales tax 
revenue through 2025. 

 
The 2011 Bonds began to mature in December 2011, and all 2011 Bonds will mature by December 
2024. Bonds maturing subsequent to December 2020 are subject to redemption at the option of 
SCTA at any time on or after December 1, 2020 at a price equal to 100% of the principal amount 
outstanding and any accrued interest thereon. 
 
On June 23, 2015 SCTA refunded the outstanding 2008 Bonds and issued $49,265,000 in Sales 
Tax Revenue Bonds, Series 2015 (Limited Tax Bonds). The 2015 Bonds were issued at a premium 
of $7,225,509 and bond issuance costs totaled $347,463. The 2015 Bonds carry interest rates 
ranging from 1% to 5% and are payable solely from Measure M sales tax revenue through 2025. 

 
The 2011 and 2015 Bonds are limited obligations of SCTA secured solely by a pledge of 
$92,910,907 from Measure M sales tax revenues. Pledged sales tax revenues represent 22% of 
estimated total revenues from the Measure M sales tax.  
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Note E. Measure M Sales Tax Revenue Bonds (continued) 
 
The 2011 and 2015 Bonds have a provision that in the event of default, SCTA shall transfer all 
sales tax revenues held by it and the trustee shall apply all sales tax revenues then held or thereafter 
received to debt payments then due on the bonds. 
 
Debt service payments made from the Measure M debt service funds were $9,151,013 for the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 2019, representing 34% of the $26,798,285 in Measure M sales tax revenue 
recognized during the same period.  The debt service payments consisted of $6,685,000 of 
principal payments on the 2011 and 2015 Bonds, and interest payments totaling $2,466,013 for 
both the 2011 and 2015 Bonds.  
 
The annual debt service requirements to maturity for the 2011 Bonds are as follows as of June 30, 
2019: 

 
 
The annual debt service requirements to maturity for the 2015 Bonds are as follows as of June 
30, 2019: 

 
 
Debt service payments for the 2011 and 2015 Bonds are made from the Measure M Debt Service 
fund. 

Fiscal Year Ending June 30: Principal Interest Total

2020 $ 2,290,000            $ 642,837 $ 2,932,837
2021 2,410,000            525,338 2,935,338
2022 2,530,000 401,837 2,931,837
2023 2,650,000            285,588 2,935,588
2024 2,760,000            177,388 2,937,388
2025 2,875,000 61,094 2,936,094

Total requirements $ 15,515,000          $ 2,094,082            $ 17,609,082          

Fiscal Year Ending June 30: Principal Interest Total

2020 $ 4,725,000            $ 1,491,625 $ 6,216,625
2021 4,955,000            1,249,625 6,204,625
2022 5,215,000            995,375 6,210,375
2023 5,480,000            728,000 6,208,000
2024 5,760,000            447,000 6,207,000
2025 6,060,000            151,500 6,211,500

Total requirements $ 32,195,000 $ 5,063,125 $ 37,258,125
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Note F. Risk Management 
 
SCTA is exposed to various risks of loss related to torts; theft of, damage to and destruction of 
assets; errors and omissions; injuries to employees; and natural disasters. As funds of SCTA, 
Measure M Funds are covered for general, automobile, crime and errors and omissions liability 
through Alliant Insurance Services. Limits of this coverage are $1,000,000 per occurrence. The 
deductible for these occurrences is $5,000.  

SCTA participates in the County of Sonoma’s self-insurance program providing $300,000 per 
occurrence for workers’ compensation claims. The self-insurance program is accounted for in 
the County’s Risk Management Internal Service Fund.  Excess worker’s compensation liability 
coverage is maintained through participation in the California State Association of Counties, 
Excess Insurance Authority (CSAC-EIA).  

Note G. Interfund Balance 
 

Measure M entered into a cooperative funding agreement in order to provide an inter-program 
loan from the Local Street Projects fund to the Passenger Rail fund. The purpose of the interfund 
loan was to provide reimbursement for the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit project in advance 
of receipt of the sales tax revenue allocation for rail as allowed by the Strategic Plan.  
 

 
Note H. Commitments  

 
The Measure M Special Revenue Fund has the following outstanding commitments related to 
its programs as of June 30, 2019: 

 

 
 
 

 

Interfund Balance:

Receivable Fund Payable Fund Amount
Local Streets - Projects Passenger Rail 400,000$             

Project
Highway 101 26,221,833$    
Local Streets - Projects 20,913,412      
Bicycle and Pedestrian 3,542,493       
Passenger Rail 443,844          

Total 51,121,581$    

Outstanding 
Commitment Balance
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Variance with
Final Budget -

Special Debt Total Positive
Revenues Original Final Revenue Service Measure M (Negative)

Sales tax revenue $ 23,899,115     $ 25,866,505       $ 18,118,291       $ 8,679,994         $ 26,798,285       $ 931,780            
Intergovernmental revenue 790,000          1,150,000         758,978            -                       758,978            (391,022)           
Investment income 377,000          379,389            1,949,408         110,175            2,059,583         1,680,194         
Other -                      500                   -                       -                       -                       (500)                  

Total revenues 25,066,115     27,396,394       20,826,677       8,790,169         29,616,846       2,220,452         

Expenditures
Current:

Services and supplies 5,250,370       4,872,870         3,351,450         -                       3,351,450         1,521,420         
Contributions to other governments 22,356,597     30,142,479       19,431,454       -                       19,431,454       10,711,025       

Debt service:
Interest 2,490,013       2,490,013         19,645              2,466,013         2,485,658         4,355                
Principal 6,689,000       6,689,000         -                       6,685,000         6,685,000         4,000                

Total expenditures 36,785,980     44,194,362       22,802,549       9,151,013         31,953,562       12,240,800       

Net change in fund balance (11,719,865)    (16,797,968)      (1,975,872)       (360,844)          (2,336,716)       14,461,252       

Fund Balance at June 30, 2018 56,109,744     56,109,744       47,253,907       8,855,837         56,109,744       -                        

Fund Balance at June 30, 2019 $ 44,389,879     $ 39,311,776       $ 45,278,035       $ 8,494,993         $ 53,773,028       $ 14,461,252       

Budgeted Amounts Actual Amounts

Sonoma County Transportation Authority - Measure M Special Revenue and Debt Service Funds

Schedule of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance - 
Budgets and Actual  - Special Revenue & Debt Service Funds 

For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2019

Total Measure M 
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Note A. Stewardship, Compliance and Accountability 
 
Budgetary Information 
 
Budgetary revenue estimates represent original estimates modified for any authorized 
adjustment which was contingent upon new or additional revenue sources. Budgetary 
expenditure amounts represent original appropriations adjusted by budget transfers and 
authorized appropriation adjustments made during the year. Budgets are adopted on a basis 
consistent with generally accepted accounting principles. The Measure M Special Revenue and 
Debt Service Funds' budgetary information was amended during the year. 
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Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting  
and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit  
of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with  
Government Auditing Standards 
 
Independent Auditor's Report 
 
Board of Directors 
Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
Santa Rosa, California 
 
We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the financial statements of the activities of the 
Measure M Special Revenue and Debt Service Funds (the "Measure M Funds") of the Sonoma County 
Transportation Authority ("SCTA") which comprise the balance sheets – by activity as of June 30, 2019, 
the related statements of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund balance – by activity for the year 
then ended, and the notes to the financials statements, and have issued our report thereon dated November 
20, 2019. 
 
Internal Control over Financial Reporting 
 
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements, we considered the Measure M Funds' 
internal control over financial reporting (internal control) to determine the audit procedures that are 
appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the financial statements, but 
not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Measure M Funds' internal 
control.  Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the Measure M Funds' internal 
control.    
 
A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or 
detect and correct misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or combination 
of deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement 
of the Measure M Funds' financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely 
basis.  A significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is 
less severe than a material weakness yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with 
governance.   
 
Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this 
section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material 
weaknesses or significant deficiencies and therefore, material weaknesses or significant deficiencies may 
exist that have not been identified.  
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Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting  
and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit  
of Financial Statements Performed in Accordance with  
Government Auditing Standards (continued) 
 
Independent Auditor's Report (continued) 
 
 
Compliance and Other Matters 
 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Measure M Funds' financial statements are 
free of material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, 
regulations, contracts and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material 
effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on compliance 
with those provisions was not an objective of our audit and, accordingly, we do not express such an 
opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are 
required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards.  
 
Purpose of this Report 
 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance 
and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the Measure M Funds' 
internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards in considering the Measure M Funds' internal control and compliance.  
Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other purpose. 
 

     
 
Santa Rosa, California 
November 20, 2019 
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Sonoma County Transportation Authority - Measure M Special Revenue and 
Debt Service Funds 

Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings and Responses 
June 30, 2019 

Finding 2018-01 
 Status Corrected 

Progress on Corrective Action Plan 

Step Status 
Completion 

Date 
Implement changes to the procedure for allocating LSR earnings 
distributions, as outlined in the Corrective Action Plan. 

Complete 11/1/2018 

Implement new internal controls on the procedure for allocating 
LSR distributions, as outlined in the Corrective Action Plan 

Complete 11/1/2018 

Correct the FY 2017-18 LSR distributions Complete 1/31/2019 
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Staff Report 
 

 

Issue 

Shall the Sonoma County Transportation Authority (SCTA) issue a Request for Proposals for the Vision Zero 
data dashboard consultant? 

Recommendation 

Approve the attached Request for Proposals: Vision Zero Sonoma County Data Dashboard, pending final legal 
review. 

Advisory Committee Recommendation 

None. 

Alternatives Considered 

None. 

Executive Summary 

The Caltrans Sustainable Communities grant for the Vision Zero Sonoma County project includes funding for 
consulting services to assist SCTA staff with the development and implementation of a Vision Zero data 
dashboard. Staff would like to issue an RFP for the procurement of these consulting services. The key 
milestones for the RFP are: 

• Issued: December 10, 2019 

• Written Questions: December 17, 2019 

• Pre-Proposal Meeting: December 19, 2019 

• Submit Proposals: January 31, 2020 

• Possible Interview Dates: February 6-7, 2020 

Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals  

The Vision Zero Sonoma County project supports SCTA’s Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) goals to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and improve safety and health. The project will create a regional plan to 
reduce non-motorized traffic fatality rates in Sonoma County. 

To:  SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors Meeting Date: 12/9/19 
From:  Tanya Narath, Data Specialist Item Number: 3.3 
Subject: Request for Proposals for the Vision Zero data dashboard consultant 

Consent Item: ☒           Regular Item: ☐           Action Item: ☒           Report: ☐  
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Financial Implications 

Is there a fiscal impact? Yes  ☒         No  ☐  

Is there funding in the current budget? Yes  ☒         No  ☐  

The funding source(s) to be used are:  
Sustainable Communities Grants (State – SB1), MTC Planning 
Funds 

Background 

SCTA will develop a robust data framework and data dashboard to support the Vision Zero Sonoma County 
Project (VZ-SC Project). The data framework will include injury and crash data from a variety of sources. It will 
also incorporate demographic, transportation, and other relevant data to support the development of the 
Vision Zero Action Plan for Sonoma County. The Vision Zero Advisory Committee (VZAC), policy makers, and 
members of the public will access data from the framework in an online data dashboard. 

SCTA staff have identified the need for consulting services to assist in the development and implementation 
of the data dashboard. The Caltrans Sustainable Communities grant for the VZ-SC Project includes funding for 
these consulting services, and staff has prepared an RFP for their procurement.  

Request for Proposals - Milestones 

• Issued: December 10, 2019 

• Written Questions: December 17, 2019 

• Pre-Proposal Meeting: December 19, 2019 

• Submit Proposals: January 31, 2020 

• Possible Interview Dates: February 6-7, 2020 

Request for Proposals - Scope of Work 

The Scope of Work for the RFP includes the tasks and subtasks listed below.  

Task 1: Identify and Develop Content 

Build a strong foundation of relevant, accurate and timely injury, crash, and other supporting data for the 
unincorporated areas and the nine cities in Sonoma County. Identify gaps in data and define a plan to resolve. 

Proposed tasks for identifying and developing content: 

• Meet with agency staff to finalize project scope and solidify a schedule for completing the project. 
Schedule must align with overall VZ-SC Project timeline. 

• Work with agency staff and VZAC to gather feedback on data and analysis needs. 

• Gather existing available data for Sonoma County including injury, crash, transportation, 
infrastructure gaps, and demographics. Review with agency staff and VZAC to identify data gaps. 

• Work with agency staff to determine how to incorporate information previously gathered for Sonoma 
County Community Based Transportation plans to represent community needs and concerns. 
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• Work with agency staff to identify data that may require data sharing agreements (e.g. aggregate data 
on injuries from local hospitals). 

• Work with agency staff and data providers to identify sensitive data and develop methods to share 
this data securely or apply data scrubbing techniques to produce data products that could be shared 
with wider audiences. 

• Identify and recommend data sources to address data gaps and planning support needs. Review with 
agency staff and VZAC and incorporate feedback into final data plan. Planning support needs include 
the ability to: 

o Conduct safety analysis 

o Identify High Injury Network (HIN) 

o Identify actions that can reduce crashes 

o Develop crash reduction tool using actions identified in last task along with relevant research 
and data on effectiveness 

Task 2: Design Data Dashboard 

Design a data dashboard that allows for sharing of crash and injury data in forms that are understandable to 
different audiences (e.g. summary data for community members; ability to drill down to details for staff and 
policy makers). Automate data interfaces to minimize need for manual data loads. Include capability to 
display information on Vision Zero strategies and progress.  

Proposed tasks for designing data dashboard: 

• Work with agency staff to define requirements for data dashboard. 

o Technical 

o User interface 

o Reporting 

• Develop proposed technical architecture for data dashboard. Review with agency staff and 
incorporate feedback into final design. 

o Back end database 

o Data interfaces / APIs 

o Web interface 

• Recommend software solution options to implement technical architecture in alignment with VZ-SC 
Project budget. Review options with agency staff and VZAC and incorporate feedback into final 
software solution recommendation. 

Task 3: Develop and Implement Data Dashboard 

Develop, test, and implement data dashboard. 

Proposed tasks for developing and implementing data dashboard: 
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• Work with agency staff to procure and configure selected software solution. 

• Develop technical documentation for data dashboard solution. Review with agency staff and revise 
with feedback. 

• Develop user documentation for data dashboard solution. Review with agency staff and VZAC and 
revise with feedback. 

• Develop ongoing data maintenance solution and associated documentation 

• Work with agency staff to develop training and ongoing user support plans. 

Supporting Documents  

Link: Request for Proposals: Vision Zero Sonoma County Data Dashboard 

 

124

https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/3.3a-VZ-Data-Dashboard-RFP.pdf


 

411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA  95404 | 707.565.5373 | scta.ca.gov | rcpa.ca.gov 

Staff Report 
 

 

Issue 

Shall the Sonoma County Transportation Authority (SCTA) execute a first amendment to its agreement with 
Fehr and Peers to provide consulting services for the analysis of travel behavior, implementing improvements 
to the Sonoma County Travel Model, and providing support and advice related to SB743 compliance? 

Recommendation 

Approve amendment No. 1 extending the term of Fehr & Peers agreement through June 30, 2020. 

Advisory Committee Recommendation 

None 

Alternatives Considered 

Let contract expire on December 31, 2019, leaving Tasks 2-5 of project scope of work incomplete. 

Executive Summary 

On September 10, 2018, SCTA executed an agreement with Fehr and Peers to conduct a travel behavior study 
for Sonoma County, to implement improvements to the Sonoma County Travel Model, and to provide support 
and assistance to SCTA and local jurisdictions related to SB743 compliance. Fehr & Peers will complete Task 1 
(Travel Behavior Study) and portions of Tasks 2-6 (model enhancements and SB743 support) by the 
agreement term of December 31, 2019. Delays to the travel model validation project have delayed model 
enhancement and SB743 support work. Fehr and Peers received updated travel model files in mid November 
and is working on these tasks currently. Staff recommends extending the contract so that remaining tasks 
may be completed. 

Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals  

No policy impacts. 

Financial Implications 

Is there a fiscal impact? Yes  ☒         No  ☐  

Is there funding in the current budget? Yes  ☒         No  ☐  

To:  SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors Meeting Date: 12/9/19 
From:  Chris Barney, Senior Transportation Planner Item Number: 3.4 
Subject: Amendment No. 1 extending the term of Agreement No. SCTA19011 with Fehr & 

Peers for the travel behavior study and model improvements 

Consent Item: ☒           Regular Item: ☐           Action Item: ☒           Report: ☐  
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The funding source(s) to be used are:  
This addendum extends the contract term only. No additional 
fiscal impact at this time. Project is funded by local contributions 
and MTC planning funds. 

Background 

The current status and completion targets for project tasks are as follows: 

• TASK 1: Origin-Destination and Travel Behavior Analysis - Data collection was completed in the 
spring and analyzed in the summer of 2019. A draft report of findings will be presented to the SCTA in 
December and the final draft will be revised based on comments received by December 31, 2019. 

• TASK 2: Travel Model Enhancement, Weekend Model - Weekend data has been collected and 
analysis has begun. Work will allow the travel model to be used to estimate weekend travel 
conditions. Completion target is the spring of 2020. 

• TASK 3: Travel Model Enhancement, Enhanced representation of Visitor/Tourism travel – Some 
visitor and tourism data has been collected and analysis has begun. Work will improve travel model 
representations of visitor and tourism travel. Completion target is the spring of 2020.  

• TASK 4: Travel Model Enhancement, Enhanced representation of Winery/Agricultural uses – Fehr 
and Peers and SCTA staff have begun collecting and processing winery and agricultural data. Work 
will improve travel model estimates of winery and agricultural related travel. Completion target is the 
spring of 2020. 

• TASK 5: SB743 Reporting and Analysis - Fehr and peers lead a SB743 implementation workshop at 
the SCTA offices on July 18, 2019, and have produced a draft SB743 implementation white paper and 
VMT summaries and maps as part of their work related to this task. Additional work includes finalizing 
the SB743 implementation white paper, revisions to VMT summaries and mapping, and model 
enhancements related to VMT reporting. Completion target is December 31, 2019 for the white paper 
and related materials and spring 2020 for any travel model related work. 

• TASK 6: Travel Model Enhancement, Expanded model boundaries – Data collected for the travel 
behavior study and origin-destination analysis will be used to provide model enhancements and/or 
post-processors that will provide better estimates for travel entering or leaving Sonoma County. 
Completion target is spring 2020. 

Supporting Documents  

Attached: First Amendment to Agreement for Consultant Services with Fehr and Peers for travel behavior 
analysis, SB743 support, and model enhancements (SCTA19011-A1) 

Link: Fehr and Peers Agreement SCTA19011 
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SCTA19011-A1 

 
Page 1 of 2 

FIRST AMENDMENT TO 
AGREEMENT FOR CONSULTANT SERVICES 

  
This First Amendment is made by and between Fehr and Peers (hereinafter referred to as 

“CONSULTANT”), and the Sonoma County Transportation Authority (hereinafter referred to as 
“SCTA”). 
 

RECITALS 
 

WHEREAS, CONSULTANT and SCTA entered into that certain Agreement for 
Consultant Services dated September 10, 2018 (“Agreement”), whereby CONSULTANT 
agreed to provide technical assistance to SCTA for the purpose of conducting a travel behavior 
study, implementing improvements to the Sonoma County Travel Model, and providing support 
and advice related to SB743 compliance (the “Project”); and  
 

WHEREAS, CONSULTANT and SCTA desire to amend the Agreement in order to 
extend the term of the Agreement to allow CONSULTANT to provide additional consulting 
services for technical assistance for the Project;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of 
which are hereby acknowledged, the parties hereto mutually agree as follows: 
 

AGREEMENT 
 
1. Paragraph 3 of the Agreement, setting forth the term of the Agreement, is deleted in its 
entirety and replaced with the following language: 

 
  3. TERM OF AGREEMENT:  The term of this Agreement shall 

commence immediately upon SCTA’s execution of this Agreement and 
shall continue until June 30, 2020 unless terminated earlier in accordance 
with the provisions of Paragraph 4 below. 

 
2. Except to the extent the Agreement is specifically amended or supplemented 

hereby, the Agreement, together with exhibits and schedules is, and shall continue to be, in full 
force and effect as originally executed, and nothing contained herein shall be construed to modify, 
invalidate or otherwise affect any provision of the Agreement or any right of SCTA arising there 
under. 
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SCTA19011-A1 

 
Page 2 of 2 

3. CONSULTANT warrants the person affixing his or her signature hereto is 
authorized to execute this Amendment on behalf of CONSULTANT. 
 

SCTA AND CONSULTANT HAVE CAREFULLY READ AND REVIEWED THIS 
AMENDMENT AND EACH TERM AND PROVISION CONTAINED HEREIN AND, BY 
EXECUTION OF THIS AMENDMENT, SHOW THEIR INFORMED AND VOLUNTARY 
CONSENT THERETO. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this First Amendment as 

set forth below. 
 
Fehr & Peers 

 
 

DATED:                                By                                                            
Marion Donnelly  
Chief Financial Officer 

 
Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

 
 
DATED:                              By                                                           

      Mark Landman, Chair of SCTA 
 

Certificates of insurance on file with and 
approved as to substance by SCTA: 

 
 
DATED:                               By:                                                                

       Suzanne Smith 
Executive Director, SCTA 
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Staff Report 
 

 

Issue 

Shall the Board approve a cooperative agreement with the County Transportation and Public Works 
Department to initiate a Measure M Project within the Bicycle and Pedestrian Program?  Shall the SCTA then 
appropriate for FY19/20 funds to the Transportation and Public Works Department for the Arnold Drive Bike 
Lanes Project, feasibility study phase in the amount of $250,000? 

Recommendation 

Staff recommends that the Board approve and authorize the Chair and the Executive Director to execute the 
agreement.  Staff also recommends that subsequent to that action, the Board approve resolution number 
2019-017, thus approving the County Transportation and Public Works Department’s Arnold Drive Bike lanes 
appropriation request. 

Advisory Committee Recommendation 

N/A 

Alternatives Considered 

N/A 

Executive Summary 

Sonoma County Transportation and Public Works is requesting a cooperative agreement and appropriation 
for the Measure M Bicycle and Pedestrian Program Project: Arnold Drive Bike lanes.  The funding will be used 
to reimburse the County for expenses incurred developing a feasibility study for the above mentioned bike 
lanes. 

Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals  

N/A.  It is within existing policy for the Board to approve such an agreement.  Additionally, the appropriation is 
within the established policies outlined in the 2019 Measure M Strategic Plan, Chapter 4, Policy 7. 

Financial Implications 

Is there a fiscal impact? Yes  ☒         No  ☐  

To:  SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors Meeting Date: 12/9/19 
From:  Seana L. S. Gause, Senior - Programming and 

Projects 
Item Number: 3.5 

Subject: Measure M Cooperative Agreement #M70510 Arnold Drive Bike Lanes 

Consent Item: ☒           Regular Item: ☐           Action Item: ☐           Report: ☐  
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Is there funding in the current budget? Yes  ☒         No  ☐  

The funding source(s) to be used are:  Measure M, Bicycle and Pedestrian Program 

The SCTA Board approved the program of projects in the 2019 Strategic Plan which includes funding for the 
above mentioned project.  The approval of the appropriation is consistent with the Strategic Plan, making 
$250,000 available to the County of Sonoma Transportation and Public Works Department for the Arnold 
Drive Bike lanes project.  Appropriation of these funds is consistent with the funding availability defined in the 
Measure M cash flow model. 
 
Background 

The 2019 Strategic Plan identifies within the Measure M Bicycle and Pedestrian Program a project known as 
Arnold Drive Bike Lanes.  Funding for this project will initially be used for a feasibility study.  The Board 
approved funding to be programmed to the County as part of the 2019 Measure M Strategic Plan. At the 
County’s request, a draft cooperative agreement was drawn up and circulated between SCTA and 
Transportation and Public Works Department.  A final version was approved by the Board of Supervisors and 
is linked below.   

The SCTA adopted the 2019 Measure M Strategic Plan, which sets forth the SCTA’s program and project 
implementation policies with regard to the use of Measure M funds.  Pursuant to the Strategic Plan and the 
associated cooperative agreements, each jurisdiction must submit an appropriation request (attached) to 
initiate reimbursement of Measure M funding for the fiscal year in which the funds are programmed. 

 

Coop Funding 
Agreement 

Jurisdiction Category Description Phase Appropriation 
Amount 

M70510 SC TPW Bike/Ped Arnold Drive Bike 
Lanes 

Scoping/Feasibility $250,000 

    Total $250,000 

 

Supporting Documents  

Attached: Request for Funding Appropriation 

Linked: Sonoma County Board of Supervisor’s signed Cooperative Agreement M70510   

 

130

https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/3.5b-BOS-Signed-Coop_Redacted.pdf


Resolution No 2019-017 
Cooperative Agreement Number: M70510 

Project Sponsor: Sonoma County Transportation And Public Works 
Amount: $250,000 
December 9, 2019 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD FO DIRECTORS OF THE SONOMA 
COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY, COUNTY OF SONOMA, 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, APPROPRIATING MEASURE M FUNDS TO THE 
COUNTY OF SONOMA, TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC WORKS 
DEPARTMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH COOPERATIVE FUNDING 
AGREEMENT M70510 

 

WHEREAS, the 2004 Sonoma County Traffic Relief Act Expenditure Plan (hereinafter “Expenditure 
Plan”) includes $250,000 in 2004 dollars, for the Bicycle and Pedestrian funding category; and 

WHEREAS, the Sonoma County Transportation Authority (hereinafter “Authority”) and the County of 
Sonoma Transportation and Public Works Department (hereinafter “TPW”) have entered into 
Cooperative Funding Agreement No. M70510 (hereinafter “Cooperative Agreement”) regarding Arnold 
Drive Bike Lanes (hereinafter “Project”); and 

WHEREAS, the County has submitted a Request for Appropriation of Funds dated September 24, 2019 
in connection with the Project pursuant to the above referenced Cooperative Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, funds are included in the Authority’s Strategic Plan and annual budget for such projects. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Authority finds the Request for Appropriation of funds 
consistent with the Expenditure Plan, the Strategic Plan, and the Cooperative Agreement; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Authority appropriates $250,000 to TPW pursuant to the Cooperative 
Agreement to be used for the purposes set forth in Attachment A attached hereto; and 

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, funds will be disbursed to TPW in accordance with the provisions of the 
Cooperative Agreement but shall not exceed on an annual basis, the amounts programmed by fiscal 
year, as shown in the Program of Projects in the 2019 Strategic Plan, as such plan may be amended 
from time to time; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the funds appropriated by the Authority under the Cooperative 
Agreements are hereby reflected in Attachment B; and 

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, this appropriation shall expire three years from the date of this Resolution. 

THE FORGOING RESOLUTION was moved by Director              , seconded by Director               , and 
approved by the following vote: 

  

131



Resolution No 2019-017 
Cooperative Agreement Number: M70510 

Project Sponsor: Sonoma County Transportation And Public Works 
Amount: $250,000 
December 9, 2019 

 

Director Bagby    Director Miller  
Director Callinan    Director Naujokas  
Director Harvey    Director Rabbitt  
Director Gorin    Director Rogers  
Director Gurney    Director Salmon  
Director Landman    Director Zane  

 

 

Ayes:   Noes:   Absent:  Abstain:  

 

SO ORDERED 

 

 

Mark Landman, Chair 

This RESOLUTION was entered into at a meeting of the Sonoma County Transportation Authority held 
December 9, 2019 in Santa Rosa, California 

 

Attest:  ___________________________ 
 Suzanne Smith, Executive Director 

Attachment:  “A” Use of Appropriated Funds 
   “B” Chronological Listing of Fund Appropriation Resolutions 
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Resolution No 2019-017 
Cooperative Agreement Number: M70510 

Project Sponsor: Sonoma County Transportation And Public Works 
Amount: $250,000 
December 9, 2019 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
Use of Appropriated Funds 

SONOMA COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY 
RESOLUTION NO. 2019-017 

 

Date: December 9, 2019 

 

 

Amount of Funds: $250,000 

 

Appropriated to: County of Sonoma, Transportation and Public Works Department 

 

Program Category: Bicycle and Pedestrian Program 

 

Specific Project: Arnold Drive Bike Lanes Project 

 

Appropriated For: Feasibility Study (Scoping/Environmental) 

 

Scope of Work: A feasibility study for Bicycle Improvements on Arnold Drive. The limits of the 
project are approximately from the intersection of Loma Vista Drive northerly 
along Arnold Drive to Madrone Road 

Other Conditions: None 

 

Staff Comments: This is the first appropriation for this project.  This appropriation will fund 
completion of a feasibility study. 

  

133



Resolution No 2019-017 
Cooperative Agreement Number: M70510 

Project Sponsor: Sonoma County Transportation And Public Works 
Amount: $250,000 
December 9, 2019 

ATTACHMENT B 

Chronological Listing of Fund Appropriation Resolutions 

COOPERATIVE FUNDING AGREEMENT NO. M70510 

Between the Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

and Sonoma County TPW 

 

Project 
Number 

Resolution 
Number 

Date Funds 
Appropriated 

Cumulative 
Total 

Phase 

M70510 2019-017 December 9, 2019 $250,000 $250,000 Scoping 
      

TOTAL FUNDS APPROPRIATED $250,000  
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Staff Report 
 

 

Issue 

How shall RCPA secure funding to sustain the organization and enable us to carry out our mission, support 
our strategic plan and support our members?  

Recommendation 

RCPA staff request direction from the Board regarding funding strategies for RCPA.  

Advisory Committee Recommendation 

Not applicable to this item. 

Alternatives Considered 

Following the passage of the Climate Emergency Resolution (CER) and the adoption of RCPA’s five-year 
Strategic Plan, RCPA staff developed three financial and staffing scenarios. At its October 2019 meeting, the 
RCPA Board provided direction to staff to develop funding strategies to achieve Staffing Scenario #3 outlined 
in the October RCPA Staff Report.   

Executive Summary 

We know that we have no more than ten years to reverse and avoid the most catastrophic climate change 
impacts and that this work will take significant human and financial resources.  RCPA has limited authority to 
implement new revenue raising options on our own. It is, therefore, critical that we work as a united coalition 
to demonstrate the value of local, sustainable funding that will enable us to leverage state and federal funds 
to achieve ambitious climate goals. The alternative – reliance upon small amounts of irregular grant funding – 
is ineffective, irresponsible and will cost our community much more in the long term.  

RCPA staff propose that we develop, in close coordination with our member jurisdictions, a new regional 
revenue measure for the 2022 ballot to create sustained funding for our members and RCPA. In the interim, 
staff propose increasing RCPA member and partner contributions (local contributions) gradually, over a four-
year period and developing a new contribution structure that ensures each jurisdiction pays less to support 
9.5 RCPA staff positions than they would pay to support one in-house climate coordinator. Initiating the first 
increase in FY20/21 would enable us to leverage our regional forum to invest in a long-term local funding 
source to advance a ten-year emergency policy package focused on achieving net zero emissions as quickly as 
possible through decarbonization, carbon sequestration and building community resilience.  
 

 To:  SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors Meeting Date: 12/9/19 
From:  Aleka Seville, Director of Climate Programs Item Number:  4.1.1 
Subject: RCPA Strategic Plan Implementation  

Consent Item: ☐           Regular Item: ☒           Action Item: ☒           Report: ☐  
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Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals  

Implementation of the Strategic Plan, 2030 Climate Emergency Mobilization Strategy and associated goals 
are directly aligned with RCPA’s organizational goals as well as our commitment to supporting our members 
in reducing countywide greenhouse gas emissions at least 25% below 1990 levels by 2020, 40% below 1990 
levels by 2030 and 80% below 1990 levels by 2050.  

Financial Implications 

Is there a fiscal impact? Yes  ☒         No  ☐  

Is there funding in the current budget? Yes  ☐         No  ☒  

Background 

RCPA Approved Strategic Plan 
In the first half of 2019, RCPA staff conducted a robust Needs Assessment and Strategic Planning process to 
understand how the organization should focus our resources going forward to best support our ten member 
jurisdictions in achieving our ambitious climate goals. This informed our organizational Strategic Plan that 
outlines a revised mission and new goals and objectives.  

In September 2019, the SCTA/RCPA Board voted to join more than one thousand other local governments 
representing over 289 million people in 25 countries that have declared a climate emergency. These cities, 
counties and countries have developed resolutions to solidify their commitment to mobilizing an emergency 
response that is commensurate with the scale of the climate crisis.  

RCPA joined this movement by declaring a climate emergency that commits us to developing a 2030 Climate 
Emergency Mobilization Strategy (CEMS) and acknowledges the following:  

• The current scale and rate of expansion of local government action has not resulted in the necessary 
greenhouse gas emission reductions needed to avert catastrophic, irreversible climate impacts   

• Many of the major climate change drivers—energy generation, fuel standards, consumption patterns, 
product design and specification and large scale infrastructure investments—are dispersed across 
both the private and public sector and are controlled at scales larger than local and regional 
governments  

• We cannot only focus on reducing emissions but must also dramatically increase and enable 
meaningful carbon sequestration while preparing communities now for significant climate impacts  

• We must reimagine the role of local government and work within and outside of our jurisdictional 
boundaries and across sectors to drive the systems change need to address major climate change 
drivers  

• Our communities, members and partners are our greatest assets and allies and therefore this 
mobilization effort must be both robust and inclusive  

RCPA Fund and Development Planning  

We know that an urgent global climate mobilization effort to reverse global warming is needed to achieve 
zero net emissions as quickly as possible and that full community participation, inclusion, and support is 
integral to our efforts to safely draw down carbon from the atmosphere and accelerate adaptation and 
resilience strategies in preparation for intensifying climate impacts.  While there is still time to act, successful 
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climate action and a just transition at scale requires us to acknowledge that the cost of inaction is far greater, 
both in human and financial terms, than the significant investment we must make now to support these 
efforts.   

Following the passage of a climate emergency resolution, RCPA staff presented three staffing scenarios to the 
Board in October 2019. These scenarios included subsequent anticipated outcomes this additional staff 
capacity would enable us to achieve. The RCPA Board provided staff with direction to develop a funding 
strategy to achieve Staffing Scenario 3: Sustained Local Support: Regional leadership with tailored member 
support. This Scenario requires the addition of approximately $800,000 in additional staff costs annually and 
$300,000 to $400,000 in consulting costs over multiple years. Anticipated outcomes for RCPA members based 
on this Scenario include:  

• GHG Inventory and indicator development and annual progress tracking  

• Support to participate in BayREN and WBSP programs  

• 2030 Climate Emergency Mobilization Strategy (CEMS) development and implementation support  

• Ability to secure State, regional and local grants for specific projects and programs 

• Improved information sharing and coordination at the regional and local levels 

• Focused partner engagement to support key initiatives  

• Robust community engagement supported by consultants 

• Four full-time staff to directly coordinate member climate action activities and provide tailored support 
for individual members  

RCPA Staffing Scenario #3 Organizational Chart 
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RCPA Fund and Development Vision and Goals  

Vision:  

By 2025, RCPA and our ten member jurisdictions have sustainable funding that enable RCPA to carry out our 
mission, implement our strategic plan and support enhanced staffing services to our members (Scenario #3). 

Goals: 

• Developing new regional revenue source generates sustained funding for climate work (staffing and 
implementation) for RCPA and cities and county  

• A financially sustainable RCPA provides “staffing” to each of our ten member jurisdictions to increase   
capacity and achieve climate goals   

• New local contribution structure ensures that city and county annual contributions are less than the 
cost to hire an in-house sustainability coordinator at each jurisdiction  

Funding Strategies 

We need additional funds to invest in developing a long-term local funding source to advance key measures 
that will enable us to achieve net zero emissions as quickly as possible. This is true both for RCPA and for our 
member jurisdictions who struggle to make climate change a priority given competing priorities and lack of 
financial and human resources.  

While there are options we can develop as a region to fund this work, RCPA has limited authority to 
implement any of these on our own. The following is a list of options we considered and the barriers each 
present:  

1) Expand RCPA Partners to include businesses who would contribute to RCPA annually  

2) Formation of a new fundraising partner nonprofit agency to raise money for RCPA activities  

3) Legislative fix – Amend the governing legislation to allow RCPA to charge fees for services it provides, 
issue bonds and obtain authority to place a tax on the ballot for voter approval  

4) Use RCPA’s existing regional role and influence to convene and lead a coalition to develop a new, 
regional revenue measure (e.g. vehicle license fee, sales tax, utility tax, parking benefit districts, etc.) 
for the 2022 ballot.  

The first two options present multiple potential conflicts of interest issues and have limited potential to raise 
enough funding to sustain countywide climate work in the long term. The third would require extensive State 
level advocacy and would greatly extend the timeframe in which we were able to place a new regional 
revenue measure on the ballot in Sonoma County. The fourth is therefore the most attractive option given the 
timeframe in which it can be implemented, the amount of staff capacity and funding it requires to achieve 
and the potential to provide access to new regional revenue in 2023 or at least by 2024.  
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Regional Revenue Measure Development Strategy  

Goal:  

Convene and lead a coalition to develop and pass a new regional revenue measure on the 2022 ballot to 
generate sustained funding for critical climate work countywide. 

Strategies:  

1. Increase local contributions gradually along with associated member and partner benefits 
2. Hire communications, financial and political consultants to help us shape regional measure  
3. Engage RCPA Board and stakeholders to develop and promote new regional revenue measure 
4. Advocate for Sonoma County at State level to build support for regional measure and ensure 

future state funds complement our efforts  
5. Gradually hire additional RCPA staff (Scenario 3) to increase member support and benefits in 

the near term  

Proposed Local Contribution Increase Pathway  

In FY19/20, RCPA staff costs total $787,034. Currently, local contributions cover $286,000 in staff costs (36% of 
total staff costs) and approximately $150,000 in operational expenses. Adding four staff will increase RCPA 
operational expenses to approximately $300,000 and total staff costs to approximately $1.5 million. Right 
now, RCPA relies on grant funding to cover approximately 64% of our costs (50% of staff costs funded by 
BayREN and 14% funded by other grants). 

 

 
 

$387,586.00

$286,000.00

$113,448.00

$ 787,034 Total RCPA Staff Costs FY 19/20

BayREN Local and Partner Other grants
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If RCPA is able to continue to secure approximately $400,000 in grant funding from BayREN and to increase 
the amount of funding we secure from other grant sources to approximately $300,000 annually, local 
contributions would need to increase to $1.2 million ($891,172 + $308,828 in RCPA Operational Costs) to 
sustain a staff of 9.5 FTEs. 

RCPA staff propose increasing local contributions gradually, over a four-year period, and developing a new 
contribution structure that ensures that each jurisdiction pays less to support 9.5 RCPA staff than they would 
pay to support one in-house climate coordinator. Initiating the first increase in FY20/21 would enable us to 
leverage our regional forum to invest in a long-term local funding source to advance a ten-year emergency 
policy package focused on achieving net zero emissions as quickly as possible through decarbonization, 
carbon sequestration and building community resilience.  

RCPA staff propose that we design this new regional revenue measure to provide critical funding for 
implementation of the policy package for each of our ten member jurisdictions as well as sustained funding 
for RCPA to effectively “staff” each of our ten member jurisdictions. This plan allows RCPA to gradually hire 
new staff to expand member benefits and provide sustained, tailored member support beginning in FY21/22 
through FY23/24. 

Four-Year Fund and Development Plan – January 2020 – July 2024 

• January- June 

• Release RFPs and hire political and communications consultants to develop a public 
information campaign demonstrating the value of a local sustainable funding source   

• Engage members, partners and other stakeholder to launch the 2030 Climate Emergency 
Mobilization Strategy (CEMS)  

• Engage members and partners to develop new, equitable local contribution breakdown and 
build support for increase schedule  

 

$400,000.00

$891,172.10

$300,000.00

$1,591,172 Total RCPA Staff Costs - Scenario 3

BayREN Local and Partner Other grants
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• FY 20/21 

• Increase total local contributions by 75% ($442,534 to $609,434), adjust formula and provide 
increased member benefits: 

• Regional Revenue Measure engagement and communications support   

• 2018 Comprehensive GHG Inventory and communications support 

• CEMS Regional Solution Sets   

• Expanded BayREN/WBSP resources tailored for each member jurisdiction  

• Convening and support to complete Urban Sustainability Directors Network (USDN) 
Equity Foundations Training and Member Project Plans  

• Hire political and communications consultants (estimated cost for FY20/21 $150,000) 

• FY 21/22 

• Increase total local contributions by 50% ($609,434 to $914,151) 

• Continued support for and launch of 2022 Regional Revenue Measure 

• Annual CEMS Progress Report with Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) and 
Communications Support 

• Develop and launch Partner led Initiatives (Building Decarb Initiative, EV, Carbon 
Sequestration) 

• Annual Priorities Survey to Inform Tailored Member Support 

• Hire RCPA Regional Manager to provide expanded Member and Partner benefits   

• Continue to work with communications and political consultants (estimated costs for 
FY21/22 $150,000-$200,000) 

• FY 22/23 

• Increase total local contributions by 50% ($914,151 to $1,194,026)  

• Continued support for 2022 Regional Revenue Measures  

• Annual CEMS Progress Report with KPIs and Communications Support 

• CEMS – Partner Led Initiatives (Building Decarb Initiative, EV, Carbon Sequestration) 

• Support for USDN Partners for Places and Innovation Fund Initiatives  

• Hire RCPA Fund and Development Manager to secure additional funding resources and 
help leverage state and regional funds with regional revenue  

• Regional revenue begins to flow to member jurisdictions for implementation support 
and to cover local contribution costs to RCPA  
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• FY 23/24 

• Start Annual 3% local contribution increase to keep pace with annual increases in operational 
and staff costs  ($1,194,026 to $1,229,847) 

• Annual Progress Report with KPIs and Communications Support 

• CEMS – Partner Led Initiatives (Building Decarb Initiative, EV, Carbon Sequestration) 

• First Annual Priorities Survey to Inform Tailored Member Support 

• Support for USDN Partners for Places and Innovation Fund Initiatives  

• Individual member support (technical assistance, policy guidance, communications, 
community engagement and outreach) 

• Hire 2 RCPA Member Climate Coordinators to provide tailored support for each of our ten 
member jurisdictions  

 

Supporting Documents  

Handout: Organizational charts for each scenario 

Handout: Estimated Process and timeline Scenario #3  
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Staff Report 
 

 

Issue 

How have projects, policies, and performance targets been evaluated in past comprehensive transportation 
plans?  

Recommendation 

Information only. No action requested. 

Advisory Committee Recommendation 

None. 

Alternatives Considered 

CTP goals and targets and potential alternatives will be discussed at a January workshop focused on CTP 
mission, goals, and objectives. 

Executive Summary 

Staff will provide information on how performance has been measured in past CTPs. Topics covered will 
include: 

a. How have we measured performance in the past? 
b. What types of projects and policy approaches are effective in meeting different performance 

targets?  
c. What are high performers for each goal? 
d. What does it take to meet all of the CTP goals and performance targets? 

As part of previous comprehensive transportation plan updates, staff evaluated how transportation projects, 
policies, technologies, and strategies could help SCTA meet Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) goals 
and associated performance targets. A project level performance assessment and policy/technology 
performance assessment identified actions that have the potential to help make progress in CTP goal areas.  

Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals  

This analysis explored what actions could be necessary to meet CTP goals and performance targets as 
adopted in the previous plan. Approaches and projects that demonstrated potential to help SCTA achieve CTP 
goals and reach performance targets were highlighted in this analysis. This exercise focused on countywide 

To:  SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors Meeting Date: 12/9/19 
From:  Chris Barney, Senior Transportation Planner Item Number: 4.2.1 
Subject: SCTA Comprehensive Transportation Plan: Evaluating Projects, Policies, and 

Meeting Performance Targets. 

Consent Item: ☐           Regular Item: ☒           Action Item: ☐           Report: ☒  
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and regional performance and benefits. Staff recognizes that many CTP projects and policies could improve 
neighborhood, intersection, and local transportation conditions. 

Financial Implications 

Is there a fiscal impact? Yes  ☐         No  ☒  

Is there funding in the current budget? Yes  ☐         No  ☐  

The funding source(s) to be used are:   

Background 

Individual performance measures were identified for each of the CTP goals in the last plan update. The plan 
also included an assessment of transportation projects, policies, technologies, and strategies that 
demonstrated how different projects or approaches could help Sonoma County make progress towards 
meeting targets, achieving goals, and improving the countywide transportation system. This information was 
used to develop a future high performing scenario, which met plan targets and goals. 
 
The CTP performance assessment and scenario analysis included a number of phases. First, existing 
conditions and progress made since the 2009 CTP were summarized in order to set a current baseline that 
future scenarios could be compared against. Projects were then evaluated in order to determine the impact 
constructing some or all of the CTP project list would have on CTP goals and targets. The policy assessment 
evaluated how different policies, technologies, or behavioral changes could help SCTA meet CTP goals and 
targets. Results from the project and policy assessment were then used to construct a future high performing 
and financially unconstrained scenario, which showed how the CTP performance targets could be achieved.     
 
The high performing scenario was compared to a future no action scenario. This no action scenario 
represented a future in which population and employment growth would occur as projected and only limited 
“committed” or under construction transportation projects would be completed.   This scenario represented 
a future baseline that was used to assess the impact that transportation projects, policies, strategies, or 
technology could have on future travel conditions and how effective they could help SCTA meet CTP 
performance targets. 
 
The results of this analysis were intended to serve as a decision support tool to aid local decision makers in 
the prioritization of transportation projects and policies. This work provided information on what types of 
projects and policies could help the county reach CTP goals and objectives. 
 
Testing Project Impacts 

The CTP project analysis indicated that transportation projects would provide congestion reduction benefits 
and small greenhouse gas emission reductions, but would not appreciably reduce vehicle miles traveled, shift 
travel onto non-auto modes, or improve safety and travel affordability in Sonoma County. Many of the 
projects that were included in the CTP were focused on improving local safety, operations, and/or travel 
conditions and that these small scale local benefits were not measured in the CTP project analysis.  
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Testing Policy Impacts 

The results of the policy performance assessment indicated that a variety of policy approaches, 
advancements in technology, and changes in travel behavior would be necessary to address the goals, 
objectives, and performance targets that were identified in the CTP. This analysis highlighted High performing 
policies for each performance target. Results of this work is summarized in the attached slides.  

Meeting CTP Goals and Performance Targets – What would it take to meet targets? 

High performing projects and policies from the project and policy  analyses were included in one future 
scenario, a high performing scenario, which demonstrated how CTP performance targets could be met.   
Funding was not identified for the projects, policies, strategies, or technologies that were identified as high 
performers and included in this scenario.  Some high performing policy levers, such as pricing policies, were 
analyzed in the policy level performance assessment but were omitted based on feedback from the SCTA.  
These approaches could have negative impacts or undesirable social effects and were therefore not 
considered in the high performing scenario.   
 
The high performing scenario was assembled iteratively by adding high performing projects or policy 
approaches until the combined scenario was able to meet CTP performance targets.  The performance 
assessment suggested that the following approaches could help SCTA achieve CTP goals and meet CTP 
performance targets 1: 
 

• Road, highway, and transit maintenance funding shortfalls will need to be filled in order to repair and 
maintain the existing road and pavement system and maintain transit service.  Additional transit 
funding will need to be identified to pay for the transit expansion identified in the plan and that was 
included in the high performing scenario. 

• Selected transportation projects could be constructed that would reduce congestion, emissions, 
improve health and safety, and improve the economy.   

• Implement transit vision improvements. 
• Continue current emphasis on PDA focused and city-centered growth and limit development outside 

of urban growth boundaries. 
• Implement trip reduction strategies. 
• Fill vacant capacity on the transit system by making transit more convenient, less expensive, faster, 

and more attractive. 
• Shift approximately 4% of total daily trips from single occupant vehicles to pedestrian or bike travel.  

This could be achieved by making walking and biking more attractive, by improving pedestrian and 
biking infrastructure, making non-motorized travel more safe and convenient, increasing population 
and employment densities, and by increasing opportunities for shorter trips which are easier to make 
on foot or by bike.  

                                                             
1 More information available in Attachment A. 
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• Implement system efficiency improvements – Make better use of the transportation system we have 
(with limited expansion/improvements).   

• Implement vehicle fuel economy improvements beyond those currently mandated by the State.  
Improve the average vehicle fleet fuel economy up to 40 MPG by 2040.  This could be achieved by 
increased electrification of the fleet, increased use of hybrid technology, higher fuel economies in the 
conventional vehicle fleet, and by encouraging more efficient driving. 

Supporting Documents  

Attachment A: CTP High Performing Scenario – Additional Project and Policy Information 

Link: SCTA Comprehensive Transportation Plan: Evaluating Projects, Policies, and Meeting Performance 
Targets in Previous Plans 
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Attachment A: CTP High Performing Scenario – Additional Project and Policy Information 

The following transportation projects were shown to help reduce congestion and help provide small benefits 
in other CTP performance areas and were included in the high performing scenario: 
 

• Hearn Avenue/Highway 101 interchange improvements  
• Highway 116 widening and rehabilitation between Sebastopol and Cotati  
• Marin Sonoma Narrows HOV completion 
• SMART: Airport to Cloverdale extension 
• SMART pathway 
• Railroad Avenue/Highway 101 interchange improvements 
• Airport Boulevard Widening including Brickway and Laughlin Rd improvements 
• Fulton Road/Highway 12 Interchange 
• Petaluma Cross-town Connector and Rainier Interchange 
• State Route 37 corridor protection and enhancement project 

The following transportation policies or strategies were shown to provide the greatest performance benefits 
in the policy performance assessment and were included in the high performing scenario: 
 

• Focused population and employment growth: Future population, housing and employment 
growth would be consistent with the regional Sustainable Communities Strategy. This growth 
distribution represents a city-centered growth pattern focused on Sonoma County Priority 
Development Areas (PDAs) and is largely consistent with local general plans and development 
priorities. All future development in Sonoma County through 2040 would also be located 
within Urban Growth Boundaries (UGB).   
 

• Regional Jobs-Housing Balance: Incoming and outgoing trips at the county gateways were 
balanced to represent future improved jobs-housing balance and the availability of affordable 
housing within the county. Improved jobs-housing balance and housing affordability could 
reduce the need to travel into or out of the county for work or other purposes.  
 

• Trip reduction strategies:  Tested a 2% reduction in household trip making. This equates to 1 
less trip made per household per week.  An average household makes approximately 40-50 
trips per week in Sonoma County. This trip making reduction was used to estimate the impact 
increased telecommuting, compressed work week schedules, travel demand management 
strategies, and increased online shopping and/or instant or digital delivery of goods and 
services could have on Sonoma County travel. 
 

• Vision transit improvements: Implement all vision transit improvement projects as outlined in 
the CTP project list. Implementation of these unfunded or vision transit projects would almost 
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double countywide transit capacity. These vision improvements would increase the capacity 
of the transit system by improving route headways and increasing hours of service.  
 

• Maximize transit ridership: Maximize ridership of proposed “vision” transit service by 2040.  
Staff estimates that the countywide transit system would operate at about 26% capacity if 
vision transit enhancements were implemented by 2040. Filling vacant seats and filling transit 
vehicles to capacity could reduce countywide VMT by over 650,000 miles per day.   
 

• Shift to non-motorized travel:  Assumed a shift of 4% of single occupant vehicle travel to walk 
and bicycle travel modes, representing approximately 120,000 trips per day (out of around 3.5 
million daily trips in Sonoma County). Explicit reasons for this shift were not identified but 
could include things such as the build-out of the bicycle and pedestrian network as laid out in 
the SCTA Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, continued implementation of complete streets 
projects, improvements to the built environment, increased cost of driving, and changes in 
attitudes and travel behaviors. 
 

• System Efficiency Improvements – Capacity:  Represented by a 25% increase in roadway system 
capacity that could be attributed to intelligent transportation systems (ITS), signal timing, 
corridor management, incident response programs, changeable message signs, metering 
improvements, traffic information communication programs, smart cars and autonomous 
vehicles, freeway vehicle platooning, driverless vehicles, and other efficiency programs and 
transportation technologies. 
 

• System Efficiency Improvements - Vehicle Fuel Economy:  Estimated California vehicle fuel 
economy in 2015 was approximately 23 miles per gallon2. National and State fuel economy 
standards are expected to increase vehicle fleet fuel economy to about 32 miles per gallon by 
20353. Staff tested increasing the average vehicle fleet fuel economy to 40 miles per gallon in 
the policy performance assessment. Vehicle fleet fuel economy could be improved by the 
increased rollout of electric/hybrid vehicles, improvements in vehicle fuel economy in the 
gasoline vehicle fleet, eco-driving training, speed limit and HOV enforcement, and other 
behavioral or technology improvements. 

 

                                                             
2 Caltrans (MVSTAFF) 
3 EMFAC, California Air Resources Board  
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Staff Report 
 

 

Issue 

Project consultants Fehr & Peers will present draft findings for the Sonoma County Travel Behavior Study. 
What is the status of other project tasks? 

Recommendation 

Consider providing feedback on draft findings that could be incorporated into the final report. 

Advisory Committee Recommendation 

The PAC and TAC have helped guide the development of the Sonoma County Travel Behavior Study.  

Alternatives Considered 

Advisory committees have provided feedback on project approach.  

Executive Summary 

SCTA partnered with local jurisdictions to conduct a countywide travel behavior study focused primarily on 
the collection and analysis of “big data” including mobile-source/cell phone data, GPS location data, and 
travel data to gather information on: 

• travel flows 

• average trip lengths  

• travel modes 

• major destinations 

• trip purposes 

• travel peaks 

Deliverables for this project include a final report summarizing travel flows, trends, and behavior for Sonoma 
County jurisdictions along with background data and graphics that can be used to support local general plan 
updates, provide information useful in the development of station area and area specific plans, and to 
support other local planning and engineering activities. Project consultants (Fehr and Peers) have been hired 
to complete this project.  

Fehr and Peers is also assisting SCTA in making a number of improvements to the Sonoma County Travel 
Model and a portion of the project budget focuses on providing local support for SB743 implementation. 
These improvements will be based on data collected as part of the travel behavior study. 
 
  

To:  SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors Meeting Date: 12/9/19 
From:  Chris Barney, Senior Transportation Planner Item Number:  4.2.2 
Subject: Sonoma County Travel Behavior Study – Presentation of Findings 

Consent Item: ☐           Regular Item: ☒           Action Item: ☐           Report: ☒  
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Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals  

Information provided by the travel behavior study will support countywide and local agency planning efforts. 

Financial Implications 

Is there a fiscal impact? Yes  ☒         No  ☐  

Is there funding in the current budget? Yes  ☒         No  ☐  

The funding source(s) to be used are:  Local contributions and MTC planning funds. 

Background 

In an effort to gather information on trends and changes to travel behavior in Sonoma County, staff has 
investigated new methods and data sources that will provide up-to-date information on travel, traveler 
behavior, and use of the countywide transportation system. New and timely data will help support SCTA and 
local jurisdictions meet transportation and planning goals. SCTA has worked with local planning and 
engineering staff and consultants to conduct a travel behavior study for Sonoma County focused on 
collecting travel data and improving tools and resources available for the interpretation and estimation of 
countywide travel conditions. 

This project has been split into the following six tasks:  

• Task 1: Travel Behavior Study and Origin-Destination Analysis – Conduct countywide travel behavior 
and origin and destination analysis using mobile source and other available data sources. Task 
deliverables include datasets and a final report. 

• Task 2: Weekend model – Consultant is using data collected as part of Task 1 to develop weekend 
modeling capability. Includes weekend trip generation, mode share adjustments, and updated 
weekend peaking factor adjustments. 

• Task 3: Visitor and tourism travel model improvements – Consultant is using data collected as part of 
Task 1 to add a new tourism trip purpose to the travel model. 

• Task 4: Winery/Agriculture model improvements – Consultant is using data collected as part of Task 1 
and other available data sources to add new land use categories and trip generation estimates 
specific to agricultural and winery related land uses to the travel demand model. 

• Task 5: SB 743 implementation support – Consultant is providing support and recommendations on SB 
743 implementation. Work is focused on setting thresholds, calculating VMT, analyzing induced 
demand, accounting for entire trip lengths, and SB 743 reporting. Completed work includes: SB 743 
implementation workshop, SB 743 implementation white paper, VMT summaries, VMT maps. Pending 
work to include: Sample implementation policy language, revised VMT summaries and maps. 

• Task 6: Expanded model gateways – Consult will provide travel model improvements to improve 
estimation of out of county travel. Model improvements will use data collected as part of Task 1 and 
other available data to develop post-processing tools to provide accurate estimates of trip lengths 
and VMT for travel entering and exiting Sonoma County. 
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Draft findings for Task 1. Origin-Destination Analysis and Travel Behavior Study will be presented at this 
meeting. SCTA staff and the TAC and PAC will be reviewing the draft report in early December. Fehr and Peers 
will incorporate any feedback recieved into the final report which will be completed by the end of December 
2019. Model improvement and SB743 support tasks are underway and will be completed by Spring 2020. 

Supporting Documents  

Presentation slides will be posted to the SCTA website prior to the December 9, 2019 SCTA meeting. 
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Citizens Advisory Committee 
MEETING AGENDA 

November 25, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. 
Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

411 King Street 
Santa Rosa, California 95404 

 
ITEM 

1. Introductions 

2. Public Comment 

3. Administrative  

a. Approval of September 30, 2019 Meeting Minutes* - ACTION 

4. Measure M – DISCUSSION/ACTION 

a. Measure M 2018/19 Audited Financials – Pisenti & Brinker 

b. Measure M Project Presentation 

i. Airport Blvd. Landscape Improvements / Arnold Drive Bike Lanes – Sonoma County TPW 

ii. Highway 116/121 Intersection Improvements – SCTA 

c. Measure M Financial Statements*  

d. Measure M Reauthorization Ad Hoc  

i. Polling results  
https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/19-7421-Report-19-10-14-19-Meeting-FINAL.pdf 

e. FASTER Bay Area – Status Report* 

5. Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) – DISCUSSION 

6. Highway Updates – DISCUSSION 

7. Announcements 

8. Adjourn 

 
*Materials attached 
** Materials to be handed out 
 

The next SCTA meeting will be December 9, 2019 
The next CAC meeting will be January 27, 2020  

 
DISABLED ACCOMMODATION: If you have a disability that requires the agenda materials to be in an alternate format or that requires an interpreter or other person to 
assist you while attending this meeting, please contact SCTA at least 72 hours prior to the meeting to ensure arrangements for accommodation. 

SB 343 DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS: Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Citizens Advisory Committee after 
distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the Sonoma County Transportation Authority office at 411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
during normal business hours. 

Pagers, cellular telephones and all other communication devices should be turned off during the committee meeting to avoid electrical interference with the 
sound recording system. 
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Countywide Bicycle & Pedestrian Advisory Committee  

MEETING AGENDA 
November 26, 2019 – 1:30 p.m. 

Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
Large Conference Room 

411 King Street 
Santa Rosa, California 95404 

ITEM 

1. Introductions 

2. Approval of Meeting Notes: September 24, 2019 - DISCUSSION / ACTION* 

3. Public Comment 

4. Caltrans District 4 Pedestrian Plan Update, Greg Currey, Caltrans – Discussion* 

5. Safe Routes to School K-8 program engineering report, W-Trans – Presentation 

6. Comprehensive Transportation Plan 2050 Update – Discussion* 

7. Measure M Reauthorization Polling Results - https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/19-7421-
Report-19-10-14-19-Meeting-FINAL.pdf  - Information 

8. Roundtable Updates – Discussion 

9. Vision Zero Update – Discussion* 

10. Bike Share Updates – Discussion 

11. TDA3/TFCA Report, FY20 Q1 – Information* 

12. Upcoming Active Transportation Grants and Events – Information* 

13. Other Business / Comments / Announcements – Discussion 

14. Adjourn – ACTION 
 

*Materials attached 
**Materials to be handed out 
 

The next SCTA/RCPA meeting will be held December 9, 2019  
The next CBPAC meeting will be held January 28, 2020 

Copies of the full Agenda Packet are available at www.scta.ca.gov.  

ACCOMMODATION FOR PERSONS LIVING WITH A DISABILITY: If you have a disability that requires the agenda materials to be in an alternate format or 
that requires an interpreter or other person to assist you while attending this meeting, please contact SCTA/RCPA at least 72 hours prior to the meeting 
to ensure arrangements for accommodation. SB 343 DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS: Materials related to an item on this agenda 
submitted to the COUNTYWIDE BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection 
in the Sonoma County Transportation Authority office at 411 King Street, during normal business hours.  
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Technical Advisory Committee 

MEETNG AGENDA  
SCTA Headquarters Office 

December 5, 2019 – 1:30 p.m. 
Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

Large Conference Room 
411 King Street, Second Floor 
Santa Rosa, California   95404 

 
ITEM 
1. Introductions 

2. Public Comment 

3. Approval of Minutes, October 24, 2019* DISCUSSION/ACTION 

4. SB743 Update - DISCUSSION 

5.  SCTA Travel Behavior Study** DISCUSSON 

6.  Long Range Planning DISCUSSION  

6.1 Comprehensive Transportation Plan – Update 

7. Project Initiation Document List Call for Projects* 

8. Measure M DISCUSSION  

8.1 Measure M Invoicing/Obligation Status* 

8.2 Measure M Reauthorization Ad Hoc Update 

9. Regional Information Update DISCUSSION 

9.1 Inactive Federal Obligation Status*: project sponsors should be prepared to address status of 
inactive obligations at the meeting: https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/projects/inactive-projects  

Currently Inactive: Petaluma, Sebastopol, and Rohnert Park 

9.2 Local Road Safety Plans (LRSP) and Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) Cycle 10 Reminder* 

9.3 Emergency Funds Available for Fire Affected Jurisdictions* 

9.4. FASTER Bay Area** 

10. SCTA/RCPA DRAFT Board Agenda, December 9, 2019**  

11. Other Business / Comments / Announcements DISCUSSION 

12. Adjourn ACTION 
*Materials attached. 
**Materials distributed separately 
 
 

The next S C T A meeting will be held December 9th, 2019  
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The next TAC meeting will be held on January 23rd 2020  
 
 

Copies of the full Agenda Packet are available at www.scta.ca.gov 

DISABLED ACCOMMODATION: If you have a disability that requires the agenda materials to be in an alternate format, or that requires an interpreter or other person to assist 
you while attending this meeting, please contact SCTA at least 72 hours prior to the meeting to ensure arrangements for accommodation. 

SB 343 DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS: Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Technical Advisory Committee after 
distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the Sonoma County Transportation Authority office at 411 King St, Santa Rosa, during normal business 
hours. 

TAC Voting member attendance – (6 Month rolling 2019) 
Jurisdiction April May June August September October 

Cloverdale Public Works       

Cotati Public Works       

County of Sonoma DHS*       

County of Sonoma PRMD*       

County of Sonoma Regional Parks*       

County of Sonoma TPW*  (by phone)    (by phone)   

Healdsburg Public Works       

Petaluma Public Works & Transit       

Rohnert Park Public Works       

Santa Rosa Public Works**       

Santa Rosa Transit**       

Sebastopol Public Works       

SMART       

Sonoma County Transit*       

Sonoma Public Works  (by phone)      

Windsor Public Works       

*One Vote between all 
**One Vote between all 
NB:  No meeting held in July 2019 
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Transit Paratransit Coordinating Committee 

MEETING AGENDA 
November 19, 2019 – 1:30 p.m. 

Sonoma County Transportation Authority,  
Large Conference Room 

411 King Street 
Santa Rosa, California 95404 

 
 
ITEM 

1. Introductions 

2. Approval of Meeting Notes: September 17, 2019 – DISCUSSION / ACTION* 

3. Notice of Officer Elections for 2020 – Discussion* 

4. Roundtable Updates - Discussion 

4.1. Transit / Paratransit Operators 

4.2. Mobility Partners Reports  

5. Caltrans District 4 Pedestrian Plan, https://www.catplan.org/district-4 – Discussion* 

6. Transit Integration and Efficiency Study, Presentation - Discussion* 

7. Public Comment 

8. Items for Next Agenda – Discussion 

9. Other Business / Comments / Announcements 

10. Adjourn 
 
*Materials attached. 
 

The next SCTA/RCPA meeting will be held December 9, 2019 
The next TPCC meeting will be held January 21, 2020 

Copies of the full Agenda Packet are available at www.scta.ca.gov. 

ACCOMMODATION FOR PERSONS LIVING WITH A DISABILITY: If you have a disability that requires the agenda materials to be in an alternate format or that 
requires an interpreter or other person to assist you while attending this meeting, please contact SCTA at least 72 hours prior to the meeting to ensure 
arrangements for accommodation. 

SB 343 DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS: Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Transit Paratransit Coordinating 
Committee after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the Sonoma County Transportation Authority office at 411 King Street, 
during normal business hours. 

Pagers, cellular telephones and all other communication devices should be turned off during the committee meeting to avoid electrical interference with the sound 
recording system. 
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Staff Report 
 

 

Issue 

Information Only.  

Recommendation 

Information Only. 

Advisory Committee Recommendation 

Not applicable to this item. 

Alternatives Considered 

Not applicable to this item. 

Executive Summary 

RCPA staff will be collaborating with The Climate Center (formerly the Center for Climate Protection) to 
increase EV awareness through an updated online resource and engagement with RCPA members.  

The Town of Windsor and the City of Santa Rosa have adopted all-electric requirements for low-rise 
residential new construction beginning in 2020. RCPA staff, with funding through BayREN, continue to 
support local governments pursuing energy reach codes.  

The BayREN Water Bill Savings Program recently achieved two major milestones: On November 21 the ABAG 
Executive Board authorized its Executive Director to enter into Master Agreements with Partner Utilities and 
on October 23 the MTC Executive Board unanimously approved a resolution to authorize an ABAG line of 
credit for up to $1 million for the BayREN Water Bill Savings Program. 

Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals  

All activities support RCPA policies and goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions at least 25% below 1990 
levels by 2020, 40% below 1990 levels by 2030 and 80% 1990 levels by 2050.  

Financial Implications 

Is there a fiscal impact? Yes  ☒         No  ☐ 

Is there funding in the current budget? Yes  ☒         No  ☐ 

To:  SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors Meeting Date: 12/9/19 
From:  Carolyn Glanton, Climate Programs Manager Item Number: 5.4.1 
Subject: RCPA Activities Report 

Consent Item: ☐           Regular Item: ☒           Action Item: ☐           Report: ☒  
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The funding source(s) to be used are:  

RCPA operational funding and various grants including BayREN, 
California Energy Commission Shift Implementation Grant and 
funding through Sonoma Clean Power for technical assistance to 
support EV infrastructure expansion. 

Background 

Planning and Coordination 

Urban Land Institute Resilience Advisory Panel 

To provide input on plans for the Resilience Advisory Panel for Sonoma County, RCPA and the Urban Land 
Institute (ULI) formed a Steering Group with representation from the City of Santa Rosa, County of Sonoma, 
Renewal Enterprise District, Sonoma Clean Power, and SCTA. The Steering Group met for the first time on 
November 12 to discuss the panel scope and schedule.  

Due to impacts from the Kincade Fire and power shutoff events, the Steering Group decided to reschedule the 
panel from January to the week of March 16-20, 2020. The tentative schedule for the panel week is: 

• March 16, 2020: Evening Public Reception 

• March 17, 2020: All-day stakeholder interviews 

• March 18-19, 2020: Panel deliberations and report writing 

• March 20, 2020: Final presentation of recommendations 

The Steering Group will meet again in January to approve the panel scope, identify stakeholders for the panel 
interviews, and plan outreach strategies for the panel week. In the meantime, RCPA staff will work with ULI to 
assemble materials for the briefing book and finalize the scope for the Steering Group’s approval in January. 

Program Coordination 

RCPA staff coordinated energy program implementation with County of Sonoma Energy and Sustainability 
Division staff on the following programs:  

• Bay Area Regional Energy Network 
• Sonoma County Energy Independence Program  
• Sonoma County Energy Watch 
• Sonoma County Green Business Program 

RCPA staff met with Sonoma Clean Power staff to leverage resources and advance implementation of 
programs including: 

• EV 101 
• Electrify America collaboration 
• EverGreen outreach 
• Lead Locally 
• Municipal solar and storage 
• Sonoma Climate Challenge 
• Transit Electrification Study 
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Implementation 

California Energy Commission Grant: Shift Sonoma County Implementation 

With a grant from the California Energy Commission, RCPA staff are collaborating with The Climate Center 
(formally known as the Climate Protection Campaign) to boost electric vehicle (EV) awareness within Sonoma 
County through EV101, an EV concierge service to serve as a one-stop-shop for consumers to find information 
on EVs and charging. EV101 launched alongside SCP’s Drive EV program in August 2018 providing information 
to Sonoma County Residents. Over the next year, RCPA and Climate Center staff will be adding new content to 
EV101, sharing testimonials of EV drivers, increasing online advertisements and providing member 
jurisdictions collateral to help further encourage EV conversations. RCPA will also be tracking countywide 
progress in accelerating EV adoption in Sonoma County, connecting EV101 outreach to identified goals.   

Bay Area Regional Energy Network 

The Bay Area Regional Energy Network (BayREN) implements effective energy saving programs on a regional 
level and draws on the expertise and experience of local governments to develop and administer successful 
climate, resource, and sustainability programs. BayREN is a collaboration of the nine counties that make up 
the San Francisco Bay Area. The RCPA represents Sonoma County in BayREN and partners with the County of 
Sonoma Energy and Sustainability Division to implement the single family, multifamily, and codes and 
standards programs. More information at www.bayren.org 

Single Family Home+ 

BayREN Home+ offers cash rebates for single-family home improvements, plus certified contractors and 
support every step of the way. Bay Area single-family residents can choose from a menu of single measure 
upgrades to save energy and improve their home. More information at www.bayrenresidential.org 

Table: Sonoma County Home+ Participation January 1, 2019-September 1, 2019 

Number of households 353 

Number of submitted rebates 1,170 

Total amount of rebates $477,430 

Energy Efficiency Kits 
Delivered 

11 

Green House Calls Completed 140 

The Energy and Sustainability Division hosts home energy workshops throughout the year for homeowners 
on rebates including the BayREN programs.  

Sonoma County Home Energy Workshops 

• Saturday, 12/7 at 11:00am – Windsor 

• Wednesday 1/8 at 6:00pm – Santa Rosa 

• Wednesday 1/15 at 6:30pm – Rohnert Park 

Bay Area Multifamily Building Enhancement Program Supports Housing Affordability  
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The Bay Area Multifamily Building Enhancement (BAMBE) supports housing affordability by lowering energy 
costs at apartment complexes, making them more affordable for tenants. Heating, cooling, domestic hot-
water equipment, lighting fixtures and appliances are among the areas where energy savings can be found 
during free inspections of multi-family units. The program also provides a $750 per unit rebate to help pay for 
upgrades. More information at www.bayareamultifamily.org. 

Table: Sonoma County BAMBE Participation (as of November 6, 2019) 

In Technical 
Assistance 

In 
Construction 

Completed 
Projects 2019 

Total Completed 
2013-2018 

5 properties 
(569 units) 

3 properties 
(408 units) 

- 12 properties 
(728 units) 

Codes and Standards 

RCPA staff continue to work with BayREN to support our member cities in exploring the benefits of and the 
process to establish reach codes to reduce energy use and increase use of renewable energy for new 
construction. RCPA is pleased to provide letters of support for jurisdictions considering energy reach codes. 

Status of energy reach codes in Sonoma County: 

• Town of Windsor passed an all-electric reach code on October 16 requiring low-rise (three stories and 
below) residential new construction to be all-electric 

• City of Santa Rosa passed an all-electric reach code on November 19 requiring low-rise residential 
new construction to be all-electric 

• City of Healdsburg directed staff to investigate electric space and water heating requirements for low-
rise residential new construction and bring item back to Council for consideration in December 

• City of Petaluma held a special joint meeting of the Petaluma City Council and the Planning 
Commission on July 1, directing staff to investigate all-electric reach code and CalGreen Tier 1 and 
Tier 2 for residential and commercial and bring the item back to Council for consideration 

• City of Cloverdale held a Builder’s Roundtable on October 15 to discuss energy reach codes and are 
currently exploring different options 

More information on BayREN Codes and Standards work at www.bayrencodes.org.  

Water Bill Savings Program 

RCPA staff continued to develop the Water Bill Savings regional program (WBSP), in collaboration with 
Partner Utilities from Town of Windsor, City of Hayward, and East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD) and 
WBSP Committee members representing BayREN’s single family, multifamily, and codes and standards 
programs.  

During October-November, the RCPA program team: 

• Received Association of Bay Area Government (ABAG) Executive Board approval for a resolution to 
“authorize the Executive Director of the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC), or her 
designee, on behalf of the Association of Bay Area Governments and the Bay Area Regional Energy 
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Network, to negotiate and enter into a Master Agreement with participating Water Utilities” 
(November 21). 

• Received MTC Executive Board unanimously approval for a resolution to authorize a loan of up to 
$1 million to ABAG for the BayREN Water Bill Savings Program (October 23). This resolution 
establishes the financing service that will fund the installation of customer-side water conservation 
improvements for Partner Utilities.  

• Finalized a legal memo prepared by Michael Colantuono of Colantuono, Highsmith, and Whatley, PC, 
a leading water law expert, on contract with the program to provide legal review of key program 
documents (November 14). The legal memo answers water law questions identified by the current 
Water Bill Savings pilot partners and is designed to support utility enrollment activities. 

• Convened meeting with ABAG accounting department to identify digital systems and protocols in 
order to align the WBSP IT platform with ABAG accounting processes and capture opportunities to 
streamline program tracking, reporting, and payment processes (November 14). 

• Selected BluePoint Planning marketing consultant to provide marketing support, including but not 
limited to brand design, strategy development, and a marketing plan from October 2019 to December 
2020. Conducted a marketing kickoff meeting (November 12) to define priorities and strategies for 
marketing plan development. 

• Received and reviewed draft research memos from Grounded Research for a Phase 2 study of non-
participating water utilities and contractors (November 4). This is a follow-up to the January 2019 
WBSP Process Evaluation Study analyzing the experience and recommendations of the three pilot 
programs. 

• Received MTC legal and contracts staff updates to draft final Master Agreement and Exhibits (i.e., 
MA packet) that constitutes the agreement between ABAG and Partner Utilities (October 16). The 
updated MA packet is currently being reviewed by the pilot partners and legal consultant. 

Supporting Documents  

None. 
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Staff Report 
 

 

Issue 

Planning Activities Report 

Recommendation 

Information only 

Advisory Committee Recommendation 

No advisory committee recommendation. 

Alternatives Considered 

No alternatives considered. 

Executive Summary 

Activities of planning staff that are not on the agenda. 

Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals  

No policy impacts. 

Financial Implications 

Is there a fiscal impact? Yes  ☐         No  ☒  

Is there funding in the current budget? Yes  ☐         No  ☐  

The funding source(s) to be used are:   

Background 

DATA MANAGEMENT AND FORECASTING 

• Travel Behavior Study – Featured in current agenda. 

• Modeling and analysis support – Draft model files have been delivered to SCTA staff and modeling 
consultants (TJKM) are currently working on finalizing the travel model update. Final tasks include 

To:  SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors Meeting Date: 10/14/19 
From:  Janet Spilman, Director of Planning Item Number: 5.4.2 
Subject: Planning Activities Report 

Consent Item: ☐           Regular Item: ☒           Action Item: ☐           Report: ☒  
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sensitivity testing, finalizing reporting and summary scripts, and documentation. Project will be 
complete in December. 

• SB 743/Vehicle Miles Traveled Support – Staff continues to develop and produce draft VMT 
summaries in support of local SB743 implementation efforts. Additional VMT summaries, maps, and 
sample policy language for implementation will be provided in December. 

PLANS 

• Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) – Featured in current agenda. 

• Short Range Transit Plan Joint Coordination Appendix -  Staff has developed and finalized a report 
on current and envisioned transit coordination in collaboration with Petaluma Transit, Santa Rosa 
CityBus, Sonoma County Transit, SMART, and Golden Gate Transit. The report will become an 
appendix to the Short Range Transit Plans currently being developed by Petaluma Transit, Santa Rosa 
CityBus, Sonoma County Transit, and SMART. Golden Gate Transit’s Short Range Transit Plan will not 
include this appendix because, as a large operator, they are on a different schedule; however, their 
staff have been involved in the development of the appendix. 

• Plan Bay Area 2050 (PBA 2050)  

o Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) Staff continues to investigate the state-wide 
impacts of recent housing legislation on the current cycle of RHNA that is ultimately tied to 
each jurisdictions housing elements. The primary issues are: 

 Review new housing regulations for RHNA. Statewide there is concern that they are 
extremely difficult if not impossible to meet. 

 Investigate the pros and cons of the jurisdictions of Sonoma County forming a sub-
region to determine a local methodology, taking that task over from the Association of 
Bay Area Governments (ABAG). 

Planners and housing staff in Sonoma County have chosen to participate in the regional 
methodology committee to determine and influence the outcomes, and to delay 
recommendation to form a sub-region or not, as the situation becomes more clear.  

O Plan Bay Area Draft Project Performance Results – Staff have meet with MTC staff to review 
and provide comments on Plan Bay Area Draft Project Performance results. 

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT – MOBILITY INITIATIVES 

• Safe Routes to School –  
o During the months of October and November, the Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition (SCBC), 

consultant for the program, celebrated the annual "kick-off" Walk & Roll event, International 
Walk & Roll to School Day, on Wednesday October 2nd. Over 60 schools participated in that 
event, and approximately 30% of students in attendance at all combined sites walked or 
rolled to school (normal average is approximately 15%).  
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o The fall fourth grade school-day Bike Rodeo season occurs during the months of October & 
November, and included visits to 9 sites between 10/1-10/25 with school day on-bike 
education, helmet fittings/distribution and free bike repairs.  

o An additional Family Bicycle Workshop and Family Fun Bicycle Ride took place on Saturday 
10/5 and Saturday 10/12.   

o Classroom bike or pedestrian safety education also took place at several additional sites, and 
multi-day Bike Clubs commenced at two middle schools in Rohnert Park & Sebastopol. 

o Twelve Bike Rodeos &/or education visits were cancelled due to the Kincade fire and school 
closures between 10/26-11/8, but all cancelled rodeos and education visits were rescheduled 
and will take place during the month of November, for a total of 13 fourth grade Rodeos, 
classroom lessons at 15 sites, two ongoing bike clubs, and 10 SRTS outreach activities at 
school or community events across the county.  

o In November, outreach began for two new Middle School initiatives; a Middle School Walk & 
Roll Advertisement contest, and recruitment to attend the MTC’s Spare the Air Youth Program 
2020 Youth for the Environment & Sustainability conference. 

• Sonoma County Clean Commute Pilot Program – SCTA and County staff held informational 
meetings on the Commute with Enterprise Vanpool program with groups of employees commuting 
from similar areas. Enterprise, with support from County and SCTA staff, has begun to reach out to 
potential vanpool groups. Enterprise will assist County employees in negotiating vanpool logistics 
and signing up for subsidies through MTC. The Sonoma County Clean Commute Pilot Program allows 
County employees to set aside pre-tax income to pay for SMART Eco-Passes, e-Cash on Clipper, and 
now Commute with Enterprise Vanpools through My Commuter Check. 
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/HR/Benefits/Clean-Commute/ 

• Regional Bike Share Pilot Program – SCTA and Transportation Authority of Marin staff have been 
working closely with the top-ranked bike share firm to develop a detailed program and negotiate 
terms. A final proposed contract is underway. 

• Emergency Ride Home Program – Staff continues to manage and promote the program. Staff has 
developed new branding for integration in promotional and program materials. The Emergency Ride 
Home program will reimburse rides home in cases of a qualifying emergency for anyone who works in 
Sonoma County and gets to work using an alternative transportation option, such as carpooling, 
vanpooling, public transit, bicycling, or walking. Program rules, restrictions, and reimbursement 
forms are available online. scta.ca.gov/ERH 

ADMINISTRATION OF ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION FUNDING  

• Transportation for Clean Air Fund, County Program Manager (TFCA, CPM) – Staff has worked with 
project sponsors to complete semi-annual reporting for recently closed projects and continues to 
manage the program.  

COORDINATION & OUTREACH 

Local Activities 

• Spare the Air Resources Team meeting with local and regional agencies, non-profit advocacy groups, 
and citizens.  
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• Sonoma County Area Agency on Aging Advisory Council: Transportation and Mobility Committee, 
Steering Committee for Connected Communities Transportation Needs Assessment. 

• Safe Routes to School Alliance meeting with program coordinators, local public works staff and law 
enforcement. 

Regional Coordination  

• MTC/ABAG committees: Regional Advisory Working Group, Regional Modeling Working Group; Transit 
Finance Working Group, Active Transportation Working Group, Transportation Demand Management 
Working Group  

• CTA Planners meetings 

• Bay Area County Transportation Authority meeting 

Supporting Documents  

None  

 

166



 

411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA  95404 | 707.565.5373 | scta.ca.gov | rcpa.ca.gov 

Staff Report 
 
 

Issue 

Update on Sonoma County community affairs related to transportation and climate change. 

Recommendation 

No recommendation. 

Advisory Committee Recommendation 

No advisory committee recommendation. 

Alternatives Considered 

No alternatives considered. 

Executive Summary 

The October 2019 Community Affairs Update covers the following subjects: 

a. Webinar and Library Events, Moving Forward 2050 
b. Drive Clean Bay Area 
c. Bayville game 
d. Grid Savvy 
e. Clean Cars for All 
f. Upcoming Events 
g. Outreach Stats 

Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals  

No policy impacts. 

Financial Implications 

Is there a fiscal impact? Yes  ☐        No  ☒  

Is there funding in the current budget? Yes  ☐        No  ☐ 

The funding source(s) to be used are:  

 
  

To:  SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors Meeting Date: 12/9/19 
From:  Brant Arthur, Community Affairs Specialist Item Number: 5.4.3 
Subject: SCTA/RCPA Community Affairs 

Consent Item: ☐          Regular Item: ☒           Action Item: ☐          Report: ☒  
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Background 
News 

Webinar and Library Events, Moving Forward 2050 

The SCTA is hosting meetings to share updates on the next update to Sonoma County’s 
Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) and learn about local transportation needs. Please share 
your thoughts and hear about the plan at a library near you: 

• Petaluma, Mon 12/4, 6:45-7:45pm at the Petaluma Regional Library, 100 Fairgrounds Drive 

• Sonoma, Wed 12/11, 6-7pm at the Sonoma Valley Regional Library, 755 West Napa Street 

• Windsor, Mon 12/16, 6-7pm at the Windsor Regional Library, 9291 Old Redwood Highway 

SCTA is holding the second installment in the webinar series to help explain what goes into the CTP 
and answer your question. The next webinar will be held on Tuesday, 12/10/19, with the 
topic: Potholes and Pavement Condition. You can register for the webinar at: 
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8720596558809427979 

Partner News 

Drive Clean Bay Area 

Drive Clean Bay Area is a collaborative effort spanning nine counties and involving three of the 
region’s forward-thinking multi-jurisdictional organizations. The new campaign focuses on 
educating and motivating Bay Area residents and employees to replace their internal combustion 
vehicles with electric vehicles (EV) or electric bikes. Group discounts on a number of electric vehicles 
are available through 12/31/19. More info: https://drivecleanbayarea.org/ 

Bayville game 

Bayville is the first game developed by MTC and ABAG and is available in English, Spanish and 
Chinese. The game asks if you have what it takes to lead a growing city into the future. In the 
fictional Bay Area city of Bayville, you are the Mayor and you make the rules. Start with a budget. 
Invest in what you believe in. Improve the city. Look to the future. More 
info:  Bayville.planbayarea.org 

Grid Savvy 

The online Grid Savvy store from Sonoma Clean Power is now live with rebates on energy efficient 
technology for the home. The GridSavvy Community earns rewards for installing smart devices like 
EV charging stations, heat pump water heaters, and smart thermostats in your home. SCP customers 
who connect at least one technology and enroll in the GridSavvy Community may qualify to receive a 
$5 monthly bill credit. For more info: https://sonomacleanpower.org/programs/gridsavvy 
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Air District Expands Clean Cars For All Grant Program 

The Air District is announcing the expansion of its Clean Cars for All grant program, which offers 
incentives of up to $9,500 for income-qualified Bay Area residents to retire older cars and replace 
them with a hybrid, plug-in hybrid, or electric vehicle, or to get a pre-loaded Clipper Card for public 
transit. For more info: http://www.baaqmd.gov/cleancarsforall 

Upcoming Events 

• 12/4 - Petaluma Moving Forward 2050 Community Mtg., Petaluma Regional Library, 100 Fairgrounds 
Drive, 6:45-7:45pm 

• 12/10 – Moving Forward 2050 Webinar: Potholes and Pavement Condition, 11am-12pm 

• 12/11 – Sonoma Moving Forward 2050 Community Mtg., Sonoma Valley Regional Library, 755 West 
Napa Street, 6-7pm 

• 12/14 – Second Annual Bike Light Parade, 4036 Montgomery Drive, Santa Rosa, 5-8pm 

• 12/16 – Petaluma Moving Forward 2050 Community Mtg., Petaluma Regional Library, 100 Fairgrounds 
Dr, 6-7pm 

Social Media / Community Outreach 

Facebook activity, 9/22-10/19/19 SCTA RCPA CA37 

Page Likes (change from last month) 621 (0%) 598 (+1%) 678 (+1%) 

People reached last month 486 (-79%) 106 (-65%) 255 (-38%) 

Post engagements last month 72 (-93%) 25 (-73%) 31 (-76%) 
 
Newsletter: 

• Monthly newsletters for SCTA and RCPA were sent on November 1, 2019 
• The SCTA newsletter was sent to 310 recipients with a 30% open and 9% click rate 
• The RCPA newsletter was sent to 252 recipients with a 41% open and 12% click rate 
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Related News 

Sonoma County airport in Santa Rosa closed due to wider evacuations from Kincade fire 
October 27, 2019 – The Press Democrat 
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/home/featured/10228054-181/sonoma-county-airport-in-santa 
 
What’s driving the historic California high-wind events, and worsening the wildfires 
October 28 – Washington Post 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2019/10/28/whats-driving-historic-california-high-wind-events-
worsening-wildfires/ 
 
Santa Rosa moves forward on plan to ban natural gas in new homes 
November 12, 2019 – The Press Democrat 
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/news/10301069-181/santa-rosa-moves-forward-on 
 
SMART’s cost to reach Windsor rises to at least $65 million 
November 16, 2019 – The Press Democrat 
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/news/10300799-181/smarts-cost-to-reach-windsor 
 
Before winter rains arrive, Sonoma County commences repair work for flood-damaged west county roads 
November 18, 2019 – The Press Democrat 
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/news/10310821-181/before-winter-rains-arrive-sonoma 
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