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Methodology
 Survey of Sonoma County likely November 2020 voters

 Survey conducted, July 6 – 9, 2020

 522 interviews; overall margin of error ±4.29 percentage points

 Voters were contacted for phone interviews via landline and cell phone, and via an email 
invitation to complete a web version of the survey

 Interviews were conducted in English and Spanish

 Where applicable, results are compared with August 2019 survey:

• Likely November 2020 hybrid voter survey; conducted September 23-26, 2019; n=600; MoE ±4.0%; EMC #19-7421

• Sonoma County Registered Voters, 2007; n=500; MoE: +4.0%; Moore Methods; MM-07-1211

• Sonoma County Registered Voters, 2015; n=400; MoE: +5.0%; Moore Methods; JMM-15-306

Please note that due to rounding, some percentages may not add up to exactly 100%.
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Context and Timing
 Conducted during a surge in COVID-19 cases nationally due to attempts at reopening. 

California was also seeing an increase in new daily cases at this time.

 Nationally, approximately 127,000 people had died due to COVID-19, and an estimated 
40,000,000 had filed for unemployment.

 Some businesses had started to reopen in June of 2020, but many sectors of the economy 
had been shut down since March of 2020.

 Earlier in the month there were national  demonstrations around racial justice and police 
reform following the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis.

 Please note that survey responses may be influenced  by the current local and national 
situation.
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Key Findings
 Although overall optimism is positive, there has been significant volatility 

over the past months.

 Concern about traffic and road improvements are somewhat low as voters 
stay home during the pandemic.

 Anti-tax attitudes have increased since last year.

 A proposed measure to renew the sales tax (with no increase) is above the 
two-thirds threshold today.

 Voter attitudes are soft and the environment is uncertain.



Issue Environment
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Sonoma County: Right Direction/Wrong Track

Q4. Do you feel that things in Sonoma County are going in the right direction or do you feel things are 
pretty seriously off on the wrong track?

50%

59%

50%
47%

63% 65%
60%

54%
58%

54%

62%
58%

32%

25%

34% 35%

21% 21%
27%

30%
27%

36%

22%

35%

Right Direction Wrong Track

Voter optimism remains positive, but has been very volatile in recent months.



20-7672 SCTA Sales Tax Renewal Track | 7

Sonoma County Most Important Problems

Q5. What do you think is the most important problem facing Sonoma County today?
Q6. And what do you think is the next most important problem facing Sonoma County? 

COVID-19 and homelessness are voters’ top of mind concerns.

23%

20%

8%

5%

5%

4%

3%

3%

3%

2%

2%

2%

2%

1%

10%

6%

10%

14%

11%

3%

7%

8%

7%

2%

3%

4%

2%

1%

3%

3%

12%

12%

COVID-19/Pandemic

Homelessness/Poverty

Affordable Housing

Government Leadership/Politics

Fire Danger/Prevention

Economy/Jobs

Road Maintenance/Traffic

Police Issues

Over Development/Overpopulation

Education/Schools

Racism/Lack of Diversity

Cost of Living

Crime/Drugs

Environmental Issues/Climate Change

Other

Don't Know/Refused

Most Important Problem Next Most Important Problem
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Sonoma County Most Important Problem Trend

Q5. What do you think is the most important problem facing Sonoma County today?

Volunteered Response 2003 2007 2009 2011 2013 2014 2015 2019 2020

COVID-19/Pandemic - - - - - - - - 23

Homeless/Poverty - - - - 1 2 2 22 20

Affordable Housing 11 11 5 5 9 12 13 28 8

Economy/Jobs 18 5 30 30 21 11 7 4 4

Roads/Traffic 32 35 11 14 20 19 21 12 3

Growth/Development/Overcrowding 15 14 7 7 6 5 4 3 3

Environmental issues - - - 2 1 3 3 7 1

COVID, homelessness and affordability are top of mind concerns today. Economic concerns were high during the recession, 
but are not yet top of mind today.
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76%

75%

59%

58%

58%

57%

57%

53%

45%

33%

15%

19%

25%

30%

28%

35%

22%

38%

31%

45%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

0%

1%

1%

8%

5%

15%

11%

13%

7%

20%

9%

22%

21%

Addressing the COVID-19 pandemic

Addressing homelessness

Addressing racism

Improving local public schools

Building more affordable housing

Growing the economy and creating jobs

Preventing global warming and climate change

Maintaining local streets and roads

Police reform

Reducing traffic congestion

High Priority Medium Priority (Don't Know) Low Priority

Sonoma County Issue Priorities

Q7-Q16. I’m going to read you a list of issues in Sonoma County. For each one, please tell me if that is a 
high, medium, or low priority for you? 

COVID and homelessness are by far top local concerns.
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Maintaining local
streets and roads

Building more
affordable housing

Improving local 
public schools

Preventing global warming 
and climate change

Reducing traffic congestion

63%

77%

64%

53%

42%

64%
58%

67%
63%

58%
62% 61%

57%

71%

55%
51%

33%

High priority

Sonoma County Issue Priorities Tracked

Q7-11. Below is a list of issues in Sonoma County. Using the scale below, please rate the priority level for 
each of the following.

Concerns about traffic and roads have dropped while voters stay home during the pandemic.
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Tax Tolerance

Q19. Please tell me whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree 
with the following statement. 

Strongly 18%

Strongly 40%

Somewhat 17%

Somewhat 24%

Agree
35%

Disagree
65%

(Don't know)
1%

Agree Disagree (Don't know)

July 2020

I will vote no on any tax increase, no matter what it is for.

Strongly 16%

Strongly 46%Somewhat 14%

Somewhat 23%

Agree
30%

Disagree
69%

(Don't know)
1%

Agree Disagree (Don't know)

September 2019

-39
Net 

Agree

-30
Net 

Agree

Anti-tax attitudes have increased slightly since last year.
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Transportation Sales Tax Attitudes

Q20. Please tell me whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree 
with the following statement. 

Strongly 31%

Strongly 13%

Somewhat 35%

Somewhat 19%

Agree
66%

Disagree
33%

(Don't know)
2%

Agree Disagree (Don't know)

May 2020

It is crucial to have high-quality local roads, bikeways, and transit, 
even if it means raising taxes.

Strongly 34%

Strongly 15%

Somewhat 39%

Somewhat 12%

Agree
73%

Disagree
27%

(Don't know)
0%

Agree Disagree (Don't know)

September 2019

Receptivity to raising taxes for transportation has declined compared to last year.

Net -13 shift to disagree
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54%

8%

21%

24%

22%

59% 0%

1%

6%

2%

3%

34. Last week

35. Future

Much less Somewhat less About the same (Don't know) Somewhat more Much more

67% 27% 2% 4%Pr ior t o the pan demic and shelte r in place, how o ften d id you dr ive a car ?

5+ days per week At least once a week Less than once a week Never

Driving Habits Before/During/After COVID-19

Q33-Q35.

The vast majority used to drive almost daily, and almost three-quarters say they are driving less. Most think they will go back 
to normal, but one-third think they will drive less after the pandemic.

Prior to the pandemic and shelter in 
place, how often did you drive a car? 

AMONG DRIVERS ONLY N=502
96%

Now thinking about the last week or so, would you say 
that you are driving less than you were before the 

pandemic, about the same as before the pandemic, or 
more than you were before the pandemic? 

Thinking about when the pandemic is behind us, do you 
think that you will drive less than you were before the 
pandemic, about the same as before the pandemic, or 

more than you were before the pandemic?
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COVID-19 Impact on Expenses

Q38.

28% 24% 13% 19% 16% 3.50

1 - No impact at all 2-3 4/(Don't Know) 5-6 7 - An extremely large impact

What impact do you think COVID-19/coronavirus will have on your 
monthly household expenses in the next 3 to 6 months?

Mean

Most are feeling somewhat optimistic about future economic impact, but one third are worried.

52% 35%



Sonoma County
Behavioral Health
Revenue Measure
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Behavioral Health Measure Vote 

Q17. If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to reject this measure?

To provide local mental health and addiction services 
and facilities for children, adults, veterans, seniors 
and those experiencing homelessness including: 

permanent supportive housing; crisis assessment; 
emergency psychiatric care; early detection and 
intervention; suicide prevention; and opioid and 

substance use prevention, treatment and recovery, 
shall the County of Sonoma establish a ¼ cent sales 

tax for ten years, providing approximately $25 million 
annually, with annual audits and citizen oversight to 

ensure funds are properly spent?

A potential behavioral health measure was asked prior to the SCTA measure to simulate the likely real ballot. It is well 
supported and above the two thirds threshold.

Yes
71%

No
25%

(Undecided+Leans)
4%

Yes No (Undecided+Leans)

66.7%



SCTA Sales Tax
Renewal Measure
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SCTA Sales Tax Renewal Initial Vote

Q18. If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to reject this measure?

Without raising taxes, shall the Sonoma County 
Transportation Authority implement the Go Sonoma 

Act to repair potholes; reduce congestion; make 
biking and walking safer; expand local bus service; 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions; improve 
evacuation routes; and enhance transportation 

services for students and seniors by continuing, for 20 
years, the current ¼-cent sales tax dedicated to 

transportation, providing approximately $26 million 
annually?

Support for the SCTA sales tax renewal measure is solidly above the two-thirds threshold.

Yes
75%

No
23%

(Undecided+Leans)
3%

Yes No (Undecided+Leans)

66.7%
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SCTA Sales Tax Renewal Vote Tracked

Q18. If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to reject this measure?

Yes
73%

No
24%

(Undecided+Leans)
3%

Yes
75%

No
23%

(Undecided+Leans)
3%

Yes No (Undecided+Leans) Yes No (Undecided+Leans)

66.7%

July 2020
Without raising taxes, shall the Sonoma County Transportation Authority 

implement the Go Sonoma Act to repair potholes; reduce congestion; make biking 
and walking safer; expand local bus service; reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 

improve evacuation routes; and enhance transportation services for students and 
seniors by continuing, for 20 years, the current ¼-cent sales tax dedicated to 

transportation, providing approximately $26 million annually? 

September 2019
Split A Only (n=306)

To reduce traffic congestion on local roads and highways; repair potholes; reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions; make walking and biking safer; expand local bus service; 
improve evacuation routes and emergency road access; and enhance transportation 
for students, seniors, veterans, and people with disabilities; shall the Sonoma County 

Transportation Authority continue the existing ¼ cent sales tax without increasing 
the rate until ended by voters, providing approximately $23 million annually, with 

annual audits and citizen oversight? 

Statistically, support is unchanged from last year despite the volatile environment and decrease in transportation use.
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86%
81%

78%
78%

77%
77%

75%

75%
75%
75%
75%
75%
75%
74%

73%
72%

70%
67%
67%
67%

51%

2%
2%

2%
0%
3%

1%

1%

2%
1%
2%
1%
2%
3%

3%
5%

3%
2%

3%
2%
4%

1%

12%
17%

19%
21%
20%

22%

23%

22%
23%
23%
23%
23%
22%
23%
22%

25%
27%

29%
30%
29%

48%

+74
+63
+59
+57
+57
+54

+52

+53
+52
+52
+52
+52
+52
+51
+50
+47
+43
+38
+37
+38
+3

Democrat (56%)
BOS District 1 (22%)

Non-homeowner (41%)
Voted 4-5/6 Elections (27%)
Voted 0-3/6 Elections (47%)

Women <50 (20%)

Overall

White (73%)
Latino (13%)

BOS District 2 (22%)
Men 50+ (28%)

Women 50+ (33%)
BOS District 4 (19%)
BOS District 5 (20%)

Men <50 (19%)
Homeowner (59%)

Other Ethnicity (14%)
NPP/Other (26%)

BOS District 3 (17%)
Voted 6/6 Elections (26%)

Republican (18%)

Yes (Undecided + Leans) No Net Yes

Initial Vote by Demographics

Q18. If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to reject this measure?

66.7%



Additional Information
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Additional Information

Q21-Q30. Next I’d like to read you statements from people who support the Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
measure. After each one, please tell me how convincing that statement is as a reason to vote for the measure.

43%

30%

36%

26%

35%

35%

40%

32%

41%

30%

78%

70%

68%

67%

66%

local control

bus service

Public Safety

economy

no tax increase

Very Convincing Somewhat Convincing Total Convincing

This measure includes a detailed plan that shows exactly how the money must be
spent, as well as independent audits to ensure that all funds are spent as promised on 

transportation improvements in Sonoma County.

This measure will improve local bus service, so it is more reliable for more people. It
will add routes, extend hours, and provide free rides for students and seniors.

This measure will make our communities safer in an emergency with improved
evacuation routes and more space for emergency vehicles to get through on narrow 

roads.

This measure creates local, high-paying jobs and invests millions of dollars in
construction projects around the County. With this measure we will build a better, more 

reliable transportation system and a stronger economy.

This measure will not increase taxes by one penny, it will just extend the existing
sales tax that improves transportation across Sonoma County.

roads.

Accountability, emergency preparedness, improved bus service and job creation resonate with more than two thirds of voters.
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Additional Information

Q21-Q30. Next I’d like to read you statements from people who support the Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
measure. After each one, please tell me how convincing that statement is as a reason to vote for the measure.

27%

24%

31%

28%

36%

38%

30%

30%

63%

61%

61%

58%

bike and ped safety

traffic

climate change

investment

Very Convincing Somewhat Convincing Total Convincing

This measure makes it safer to walk or ride a bike in our
communities with new crosswalks, protected lanes, and new bikeways and pathways.

As commuters and drivers get back to their routine, they’ll be back to fighting
traffic. This measure will make local road and highway improvements throughout the 

County that will reduce traffic congestion and make it easier for residents to get to school, 
work and healthcare.

This measure will address climate change locally, improving air quality and
making our transportation system cleaner. It will also help our area reach the goal of zero-

emissions by 2050.

New transportation investment is needed in Sonoma County. Without it, we
will experience more traffic, increased greenhouse gas emissions, and poorly maintained 

streets that lead to time away from our family and friends, bad air quality, increased costs 
for car maintenance, and impacts to our climate.

Likely due to voters staying home right now, messaging about the actual transportation improvements does not resonate as 
widely.
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Vote After Additional Information

Q31. Now that you’ve heard more…If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to 
reject this measure?

Yes
75%

No
23%

(Undecided+Leans)
3%

Yes
73%

No
24%

(Undecided+Leans)
3%

Yes No (Undecided+Leans) Yes No (Undecided+Leans)

66.7%

Additional information has no statistical impact on support.

Initial 
Vote

Vote After 
Additional Information
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Vote After Opposition Statement

Opponents of the measure say we can’t afford 
to extend taxes. The COVID-19 pandemic has 

devastated the economy and with federal 
funding and the gas tax there is already plenty 
of money for roads and transit. Additionally, 
this measure doesn’t do anything to help get 
people out of their cars, so it does nothing to 

address the real problems of horrendous 
traffic, air pollution and climate change. We 

should vote No and let this tax expire.

Now, given everything you’ve heard, 
would you vote yes to approve or no

to reject this measure?

75%
73%

Yes 57%

23% 24%

No 38%

Initial Vote After Additional
Information Vote

After Opposition
Statement Vote

66.7%

An opposition statement drives support below the two thirds threshold.
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73%
77%

64%

24% 22%

33%

Initial Vote After Additional
Information Vote

After Opposition
Statement Vote

September 2019
Split A Only (n=306) Yes No

75% 73%

57%

23% 24%

38%

Initial Vote After Supporter
Statement Vote

After Opponent
Statement Vote

July 2020

Vote Progression Tracked

66.7%

Uninformed support and the impact of additional information has remained consistent.
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Conclusions
 The environment is extremely volatile and uncertain with the pandemic, the 

economy and other issues.

 Concern about traffic and transportation issues is low today, but that could 
change rapidly if voters get back on the roads.

 Support for renewing the SCTA sales tax with no increase is above the two-
thirds threshold today.

 The measure has a high likelihood of success but it is in no way guaranteed 
given the overall environment.



Ruth Bernstein
ruth@emcresearch.com

510.550.8922

James McClain
james@emcresearch.com

614.827.9672


	Structure Bookmarks

