
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

From: Mark Mortensen 
To: Drew Nichols; Tanya Narath 
Subject: comments for SCTA/RCPA board 
Date: Monday, August 10, 2020 4:52:31 PM 

EXTERNAL 

Hi Drew/Tanya: Here are my rapid fire, fast talking comments from today. Could you forward this to the board and 
staff? Thanks so much for your hard work on this. 

Mark 

Comments to SCTA/RCPA Board 8-10-20 

Good afternoon and thank you for this opportunity to speak. My name is 
Mark Mortensen and I reside in Santa Rosa. I am speaking in support of 
the RCPA efforts on the 2030 Climate Emergency Mobilization Strategy. 
The goal of this plan is to be applauded as it recognizes the current 
science. We must set the bar high and then clear it, for the sake of 
future generations. 

I agree with the Guiding Principles as now delineated, with the addition 
of establishing metrics to track progress and prioritizing high impact 
actions within our control (so called “no regrets actions”). In continuing 
to develop this essential decarbonization strategy, I recommend 
including the following next steps: 

1. 
Add the Potential New Category of “Community Engagement.” 

2. 
Extend actions in Category Four (EV Access) to electrify the fleet: 
Replace all county-owned fossil-fueled vehicles (eg: automobiles, 
light-and heavy-duty trucks, transit vehicles, police vehicles, and 
others) with vehicles that run fully on electricity. Include 10-year 
operating costs when considering vehicle purchases. Other EV 
ideas in this Sierra Club publication: ACHIEVE Model State and 
Local Policies to Accelerate Electric Vehicle Adoption 

3. 
Add a new category around county transit (or rename the Bikeable 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Sonoma County Campaign Category to broaden its scope) to deal 
with the great amount of emissions from single occupant commuter 
trips within Sonoma County. Moving Forward Sonoma County 
Public Transit Initiative: Improve frequency and offer discounted 
fares with a goal of reducing commuter trips in private vehicles by 
50%. The research indicates that improving bus service (greater 
frequency, direct routes, extended hours) provides a greater 
incentive to increase ridership than even eliminating fares. 
Improved public transit can provide community members better 
public transportation and reduce vehicle trips. A just transition to a 
net zero emissions economy means supporting those least able to 
afford the inherent increased costs. 

Thank you again so much for your efforts in this area. We are fortunate 
to have RCPA working for our community members. 

Twitter: @MarkM33 
Facebook: @TheClimateCrisis 
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From: Tom Conlon 
To: Drew Nichols 
Subject: Public Comment - 2030 Strategy 
Date: Monday, August 10, 2020 4:48:32 PM 

EXTERNAL 

I support this ambitious -- but pragmatic -- 2030 goal, and the general outline of this initial 
Strategy. I have a few additional recommendations: 

1. We know we need to reduce VMT. Accordingly we should consider adding two additional 
VMT-reduction measures: 

* - A "Quick Build Bike-Ped" measure, based on principles of "tactical urbanism". This 
measure should be designed to pilot the proven, low-cost, safety-enhancing bicycle and 
pedestrian infrastructure enhancements. For inspiration, we should look to proven examples, 
already working in Seville Spain, Portland, Seattle, San Francisco, and many other global 
destination cities. Pilots should be offered to all jurisdictions, and targeted to at least 5 of our 
County's major commercial and/or school corridors. 

* - A "Parking Pricing" measure (with "social equity" passes available to low-income workers) 
where most of the fees collected are reinvested directly back into the same blocks where the 
fees are collected. This will help to ensure that the effected customers and businesses will 
realize and appreciate the program's benefits. 

2. Given our County's pattern of setting overly ambitious reach goals that we fail to meet, this 
Strategy should include a set of fallback or "contingency" measures. We need such a 
contingency plan, in case our primary measures fail to the produce the results we need to avert 
the collapse of our ecosystem and our economy. I recommend setting contingency trigger 
dates that correspond to our GHG inventories (with the first beginning no later than 2023). 

3. New sequestration measures should be based on sound science, and supported by rigorous 
measurement and evaluation protocols. This will help ensure limited funds are directed to 
those measures that produce results most cost effectively. Otherwise, there is a high risk of 
creating moral hazard, and undermining community support for all of RCPA's activities. 

These enhancements could help pull all members of the community together, and help build 
support for a successful sales tax extension ballot measure in 2022. 

- Tom Conlon 

Thomas P. Conlon 
Ex-Com and Co-chair Climate & Energy, Sierra Club Sonoma Group 
Steering Committee, Transition Sonoma Valley 
PO Box 5 Sonoma CA 95476 
707-933-8805 

editor@TransitionSonomaValley.org 
http://TransitionSonomaValley.org 
Facebook: TransitionSV 
Twitter: TransitionSV 
YouTube: Transition Sonoma Valley 
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