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What is Plan Bay Area?

Establishes a 
long-range 

regional vision 
across multiple 

topic areas

Identifies 
local and 
regional 

strategies

Meets 
federal & 

state 
requirements

2Overview

• The regional plan is a blueprint for growth 

and infrastructure for the next 30 years.

• The regional plan is updated every four 

years, with this major update due in 2021.

• The regional plan is a reflection of the 

shared priorities of the diverse nine-

county San Francisco Bay Area.

• The regional plan is fiscally-constrained, 

even as it aspires to tackle the Bay Area’s 

big challenges with specific strategies.

• The regional plan is not an expenditure 

plan; it is focused on setting priorities and 

over the long term and looking holistically 

across “silos”.



Plan Bay Area 2050 builds upon Horizon, which 
tested visionary strategies for an uncertain future.

Horizon explored dozens of 

bold strategies for the region’s 

future, “stress testing” them 

against a broad range of 

external forces. 

These included megaregional 

trends, technological shifts, 

and natural disasters, among 

others.
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Plan Bay Area 2050 integrates 25 strategies 
designed to advance the regional vision.
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Vision: Ensure by the year 2050 that the Bay Area is affordable, 

connected, diverse, healthy and vibrant for all.

• Transportation Strategies

• Housing Geographies & Strategies

• Economic Geographies & Strategies

• Environmental Strategies
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Bold Strategies for a More Affordable Bay Area
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Reduce the region’s extreme 

cost of living by enabling over 

a million new homes near 

public transit

Strategies include:

• Allow a Greater Mix of Housing Types and 

Densities in Growth Areas

• Reduce Barriers to Housing Near Transit 

and in Areas of High Opportunity

                        
                     

Produce and preserve much-

needed affordable housing

through public, non-profit, and 

private sector action

Strategies include:

• Fund Affordable Housing Protection, 

Preservation, and Production

• Require 10 to 20 Percent of New Housing 

to be Affordable

Provide robust discounts for 

low-income residents both for 

tolls and transit fares

Strategies include:

• Reform Regional Transit Fare Policy

• Implement Per-Mile Tolling on Congested 

Freeways with Transit Alternatives 



Bold Strategies for a More Connected Bay Area
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Create a world-class public 

transportation system, 

emphasizing maintenance and 

ridership as critical twin goals

Strategies include:

• Operate and Maintain the Existing System

• Advance Low-Cost Transit Projects

• Build a New Transbay Crossing

Standardize transit fares 

across the region and advance 

seamless mobility through 

unified trip planning & payment

Strategies include:

• Reform Regional Fare Policy

• Enable Seamless Mobility with Unified Trip 

Planning and Fare Payments

Permanently reduce traffic 

congestion through a proven 

approach of pricing select 

corridors

Strategies include:

• Implement Per-Mile Tolling on Congested 

Freeways with Transit Alternatives

                   
                     



Bold Strategies for a More Diverse Bay Area
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Protect renters from being 

displaced to the region’s 

periphery and beyond

Strategies include:

• Further Strengthen Renter Protections 

Beyond State Legislation

Tackle racial inequities by 

enabling more housing in 

historically-exclusionary places

Strategies include:

• Allow a Greater Mix of Housing Types and 

Densities in Growth Areas

• Reduce Barriers to Housing Near Transit 

and in Areas of High Opportunity

Create opportunities to grow 

the middle class through 

business incubators and 

childcare programs

Strategies include:

• Expand Childcare Support for Low-Income 

Families

• Create Incubator Programs in 

Economically-Challenged Areas

                        
                     



Bold Strategies for a More Healthy Bay Area
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Eliminate traffic deaths by 

making streets safer for all 

roadway users

Strategies include:

• Advance Regional Vision Zero Policy 

through Street Design and Reduced 

Speeds

• Build a Complete Streets Network

Protect tens of thousands of 

Bay Area homes from rising sea 

levels and from potential 

earthquake damage

Strategies include:

• Adapt to Sea Level Rise

• Modernize Existing Building with Seismic, 

Wildfire, Drought, and Energy Retrofits

Ensure the region’s greenbelt 

remains protected for future 

generations

Strategies include:

• Maintain Urban Growth Boundaries

• Protect High-Value Conservation Lands

                     
                     



Bold Strategies for a More Vibrant Bay Area

9

Encourage more job growth in 

housing-rich areas through 

strategic regional impact fees

Strategies include:

• Assess Transportation Impact Fees on New 

Office Developments

• Assess Jobs-Housing Imbalance Fees on 

New Office Developments

Preserve critical industrial 

lands and work to catalyze job 

growth in these locations

Strategies include:

• Retain Key Industrial Lands through 

Establishment of Priority Production Areas

• Create Incubator Programs in 

Economically-Challenged Areas

Convert aging 20th century 

malls and office parks into 

vibrant mixed-use destinations 

for the 21st century

Strategies include:

• Transform Aging Malls and Office Parks 

into Neighborhoods
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= Major Policy Board Decisions

Plan Bay Area 2050: What’s Next?

September is a major action item milestone for Plan Bay Area 2050 Final Blueprint. It will kick off another 

round of analysis and modeling to determine opportunities & challenges.


