Planning Advisory Committee
Thursday, April 15, 2021 – 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
PLEASE NOTE: The SCTA/RCPA Business Office is closed, and this meeting will be conducted entirely by
teleconference pursuant to the provisions of the Governor’s Executive Orders N-29-20 and N-35-20, suspending
certain requirements of the Ralph M. Brown Act.
PAC members will be video-conferencing into the PAC Meeting via Zoom. Members of the public who wish to
listen to the PAC meeting may do so via the following platform:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82640898485?pwd=WlBzZjRLR0hsMkQ3OXhsOGt1TWhadz09
Meeting ID: 826 4089 8485
Passcode: 039206
Phone: (669) 900-9128
PUBLIC COMMENT: Public comment on specific agenda items will only be allowed during the meeting via Zoom
Meeting by using the raise hand or chat function. Verbal comments from call-in participants not using the Zoom
Video platform can only be made by notifying Drew Nichols at drew.nichols@scta.ca.gov and identifying the item
number, your name and phone number from which you will be calling. Please include “PAC - Public Comment” in
the email subject line. The moderator will then ask for your comment.
ITEM
1. Introductions
2. Administrative
2.1. Approval of the agenda – changes, additional discussion items (ACTION)
2.2. Review Meeting Notes from February 18, 2021* – (ACTION)
3. Member Updates (DISCUSSION)
4. Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) – standing item - DISCUSSION
5. SCTA Information – DISCUSSION
5.1. Board Agenda and Planning Activities – attached - Dana Turrey brief on Bike Share*
5.2. Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy Update – Tanya Narath
5.3. Urban Land Institute Resilience Advisory Panel – presentation of recommendations on April 21 – Tanya Narath
5.4. Sonoma County Travel Model update – update on update of base year from 2015 – 2019 and 2050 forecast – Chris
Barney
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5.5. Vision Zero – link to Vision Zero data dashboard – Chris Barney
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/3199b07e942445068213291c6acbc4f0
5.6. Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) update – Janet Spilman
6. MTC Information– DISCUSSION
6.1. April Bulletin*
6.2. Understanding Racial Inequality in the SF Bay Area - presentation to California League of Cities by Stephen
Menedian. https://belonging.berkeley.edu/stephen-menendian-presentation-california-league-cities

7. Public Comment
8. Adjourn -(ACTION)
*Attachment
**Attachment to follow
The next SCTA meeting will be May 10, 2021
The next PAC meeting will be June 17, 2021
DISABLED ACCOMMODATION: If you have a disability that requires the agenda materials to be in an alternate
format or that requires an interpreter or other person to assist you while attending this meeting, please contact
SCTA/RCPA at least 72 hours prior to the meeting to ensure arrangements for accommodation.
SB 343 DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS: Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted
to the Planning Advisory Committee after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in
the Sonoma County Transportation Authority office at 411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95404, during normal
business hours.
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PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES
Meeting Notes of February 18, 2021
ITEM
1. Introductions
Meeting called to order at 9:02 a.m. by Amy Lyle.
Committee Members: Amy Lyle, Chair, City of
Santa Rosa; Jenna Garcia, City of Rohnert Park;
Noah Housh, City of Cotati; Jessica Jones, Town of
Windsor; Ada Chan, MTC/ABAG; Scott Duiven, City
of Healdsburg; Rafael Miranda, City of Cloverdale;
Kevin Thompson, City of Cloverdale; Brian Oh,
Permit Sonoma; Scott Orr, Permit Sonoma; David
Storer, City of Sonoma; Heather Hines, City of
Petaluma.
Guests: Steve Birdlebough, Sonoma County
Transportation and Land Use Coalition.
Staff: Janet Spilman; Drew Nichols; Dana Turrey;
Tanya Narath.
2. Administrative
2.1. Approval of the agenda
There was a requested to change the order of the
agenda. Item 6, Sonoma Climate Mobilization
Strategy, was requested to be move ahead of Item
3.
Jessica Jones moved for approval of the February
12, 2021 PAC Agenda as amended, Scott Duiven
seconded.
The committee unanimously approved the
motion.
2.2. Review meeting notes from December
17, 2020
Jessica Jones moved for approval of the December
17, 2020 minutes, Scott Duiven seconded.

The committee unanimously approved the
meeting notes from December 17, 2020.
2.3. 2021 meeting schedule
The 2021 SCTA/RCPA Advisory committee schedule
was provided for the committee’s interest.
2.4. Election of Chair
Noah Housh nominated Brian Oh to Chair the PAC
for 2021.
The committee unanimously approved the
nomination of Brian Oh as the 2021 PAC Chair.
3. Standing Updates
3.1. Member updates
City of Cloverdale
Rafael Miranda reported on a TOD project north of
the Cloverdale train depot and on apartment
projects in the southern area of the city.
Mr. Miranda commented on RHNA, wondered
about other organizations presenting on the topic
and potential challenges jurisdictions may face.
City of Cotati:
Noah Housh reported on upcoming joint City
Council-Planning Commission meeting to provide
an overview of land use for the new members to
who joined the daises.
The cottage housing ordinance draft will be
presented to the Planning Commission for their
review and feedback.
Mr. Housh further reporting on an upcoming
update to the Santero Way specific plan (next to
the Cotati SMART station). The goal is to rewrite
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the plan to allow for more residential and some
mixed-use development.
City of Healdsburg:
Scott Duiven reported on the start of public
improvements for the Mill District development.
Mr. Duiven further commented on the Montage
Resort and on affordable housing unit
development in the northern area of the city.
City of Petaluma:
Heather Hines reported on the contract with
Ramey and Associates for the General Plan update,
housing element, and for the climate adaptation
plan.
Ms. Hines commented on the reporting for the 5th
cycle.
Furthermore, the City of Petaluma has adopted a
climate emergency framework.
Ms. Hines announced the City Council will be
presented with a prohibition on construction for
any new gas stations in the city. This would allow
minimal expansions of existing gas stations if they
are moving toward servings zero-emission
vehicles.
Ms. Hines commented further on the objective
design standards update and on the Corona Road
station project.
City of Santa Rosa:
Amy Lyle reported on development entitlements
that are waiting and happening.
The City of Santa Rosa is kicking off the General
Plan community visioning part.
Ms. Lyle announce the hiring of a Health Planner
and reported on the contracts with consultants for
a historic survey in the downtown area to
streamline housing.

The city will also use SB2 funding to assist with the
missing middle ordinance.
Santa Rosa has been asked to look at a gas station
ban and will discuss options with the climate
action subcommittee this spring.
City of Rohnert Park:
Jenna Garcia reported on the applications
submitted for REAP funding and PDAs. There is a
desire to revitalize one of the oldest areas of
Rohnert Park – Commerce Boulevard up to
Southwest Boulevard.
Ms. Garcia commented on the timing of the
housing element and General Plan updates, and
reported on the inclusionary housing ordinance
update.
Ms. Garcia further explained the affordable
housing unit development in the University and
SOMO Districts.
City of Sonoma
David Storer reported on the proposal received on
the housing element update and on upcoming
update to the inclusionary ordinance.
The City of Sonoma will also be adopting
residential impact fees, are in the process of
updating the zoning code, adopting a polystyrene
ordinance, and will present to council an
ordinance to allow a second retail dispensary.
County of Sonoma, Permit Sonoma
Scott Orr reported on the county’s cannabis
ordinance. This update will shift the discretionary
use permit issued by Permit Sonoma to the
Agricultural Commissioner. The comment period
through will be open until March 18.
Brian Oh reported on similar efforts and added
there are a number of workshops and planning
efforts throughout the community.
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Sonoma developmental center specific plan will
be worked on over the next couple month.
Town of Windsor
Jessica Jones reported on an update to the Town’s
zoning ordinance. This was intended to be
comprehensive, but will be scaled back due to the
loss of funding. The update will focus on
streamlining housing and is
Ms. Jones further reporting on the housing
element update, affordable housing and
development projects, and on the proposed civic
center project.
3.2. SCTA Board Agenda and Planning
Activities

small jurisdictions. 38 jurisdictions applied for PDA
grants or technical assistance.
Ms. Chan spoke on how this fit in with the housing
element and on the data that will be collected.
Staff will be presenting recommendations to the
commission in May.
Ms. Chan spoke on the funding for technical
assistance and on the development of a working
groups.
5. Regional Early Action Planning
Noah Housh reported on the finalizing information
from MTC/ABAG.

Janet Spilman reviewed the March SCTA/RCPA
Board of Director’s agenda with the committee.

Mr. Housh discussed as part of the CDC CTAC, there
was discussions about housing consultants to
review housing elements in an equity lens. The
group is called Equity First Consulting.

Dana Turrey explained the application to Caltrans
for a competitive sustainable grant to update the
countywide bicycle and pedestrian master plan.
The last update was adopted in 2014.

Ada Chan commented on an upcoming meeting of
the Napa/Sonoma representatives for the planning
collaborative. Next step will determine an RFP/Q
development.

Steve Birdlebough commented as we look at
reducing vehicle miles travelled, a large part of
trips are less than three miles – easy to do on
bicycles. The problem is there are gaps to places
that are safe for bicycles and pedestrians.

Marin County put their out RFP and received no
responses.

Ms. Spilman highlighted the work in the Planning
Activities Report. This report is presented to the
SCTA Board of Directors and is included for the
committee’s information.
4. Regional Early Action Planning (REAP) Grants
Ada Chan requested input on the REAP process for
future process. There were 105 of 109 jurisdictions
who submitted for funding.
There was $6 million request for the competitive
portion and 30% of the funding will be set aside for

6. Update on Sonoma Climate Emergency
Strategy
Tanya Narath reported the admin draft of the
strategy was presented to the Board of Directors
for their feedback. Edits were made to strengthen
the equity section upon the feedback from the
Board and the community. Staff also plan to
include a high level section that will describe the
approach to funding.
Overall, feedback that has been received so far
have been positive and favorable.
Noah Housh asked about ideas on how the cities
will play into this with RCPA.
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Ms. Narath responded that the first next steps is to
identify the top priorities in the near term for local
jurisdictions.
Mr. Housh added that the new Cotati council is
advocating for EV charging.
7. Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP)
update
Janet Spilman updated the committee on the CTP
update. This is a long rang transportation plan that
is updated every five years. As the role of SCTA has
changed over the years, the CTP has included
subjects such as housing, safety, climate, and
equity.
Ms. Spilman talked about SCTA’s authority and
implementation efforts, and explained contents
within the Plan. The project list that is included in
the Plan will be approved at the same time the
CTP is adopted.
The rest of the Plan explains existing and future
conditions of the transportation system, travel
behavior, and the Plan’s overall goals. The
committee will be asked to review the draft when
it is ready.
All information can be found online through the
following link:
https://scta.ca.gov/planning/comprehensivetransportation-plan/
8. Next Agenda
Please email Janet Spilman regarding any items to
add for the next PAC meeting.
9. Public Comment
David Storer commented on SB9 letters.
10. Adjourn
The committee adjourned at 10:37 a.m.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS AGENDA
April 12, 2021 – 2:30 p.m.
PLEASE NOTE: The SCTA/RCPA Business Office is closed, and this meeting will be conducted entirely by
teleconference pursuant to the provisions of the Governor’s Executive Orders N-29-20 and N-35-20,
suspending certain requirements of the Ralph M. Brown Act.
SCTA/RCPA Board Members will be video-conferencing into the Board of Directors Meeting via Zoom.
Members of the public who wish to listen to the Board of Directors meeting may do so via the following
platform:
Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89549617370?pwd=aFhVQjFUVFIyS2dUamEyM1lYdlBzZz09
Webinar ID: 895 4961 7370
Passcode: 398971
Telephone: (669) 900-9128
PUBLIC COMMENT: Public comment on specific agenda items will only be allowed during the meeting via
Zoom Meeting by using the raise hand function. Verbal comments from call-in participants not using the
Zoom Video platform can only be made by notifying Drew Nichols at drew.nichols@scta.ca.gov and
identifying the item number, your name and phone number from which you will be calling. Please include
“Public Comment” in the email subject line. The moderator will then ask for your comment.
Public comment will be limited to two (2) minutes. Public comment on items not on the regular agenda must
be submitted in electronic written format as provided under Item 2 below.
1. Call to order the meeting of the Sonoma County Transportation Authority (SCTA) and the Sonoma
County Regional Climate Protection Authority (RCPA)
2. Public comment on items not on the regular agenda
As authorized by Executive Orders N-29-20 and N-35-20, all public comment must be submitted in electronic
written format. Please submit public comment by email before noon on 03/08/21. Include “Public Comment”
and the meeting name in the subject line of your email and limit written comments to three hundred (300)
words. Send comments to Drew.Nichols@scta.ca.gov and they will be shared with all Board members and
identified by the Clerk verbally at the meeting.
3. Consent Calendar
A. SCTA/RCPA Concurrent Items
3.1. Admin – meeting notes from March 8, 2021 (ACTION)*
3.2. Admin – Resolution of Commendation for Sam Salmon (ACTION)*
B. RCPA Items
3.3. BayREN – Operator Agreement RCPA21007 between EEtility Company and RCPA to perform
customer enrollment and project installation management services (ACTION)*
411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 | 707.565.5373 | scta.ca.gov | rcpa.ca.gov
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C. SCTA Items
3.4. Bikeshare – Marin-Sonoma Bikeshare Pilot Program update (ACTION)*
3.5. Mitigation Fee – amendment to agreement SCTA05003-A1 with Rohnert Park to extend term
of regional mitigation fee program expenditures (ACTION)*
4. Regular Calendar
A. SCTA Items
4.1. Measure M – 2011 Series Bond defeasance or refinance (ACTION)*
4.2. Transit – FY21/22 Coordinated Claim for Transit (ACTION)*
4.3. Transit – Future of Transit ad hoc report out and draft presentation to MTC about
coordination and unified brand proposal (ACTION)
B. RCPA Items
4.4. Legislation – update on federal and State legislation related to climate (ACTION)*
4.5. Climate Action – Climate Action Advisory Committee follow up on process and role (ACTION)*
5. Reports and Announcements
5.1. Executive Committee report
5.2. Regional agency reports
5.3. Advisory Committee agendas*
5.4. SCTA/RCPA staff report
5.4.1. RCPA Activities (REPORT)*
5.4.2. Community Affairs (REPORT)*
5.4.3. Planning Activities Report (ACTION)*
5.4.4. Highways – update on State Highway projects (REPORT)*
5.5. Announcements
6. Adjourn
*Materials attached.
The next SCTA/RCPA meeting will be held May 10, 2021
Copies of the full Agenda Packet are available at http://scta.ca.gov/meetings-and-events/board-meetings/
DISABLED ACCOMMODATION: If you have a disability that requires the agenda materials to be in an alternate
format or that requires an interpreter or other person to assist you while attending this meeting, please
contact the SCTA/RCPA at least 72 hours prior to the meeting to ensure arrangements for accommodation.
SB 343 DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS: Materials related to an item on this agenda
submitted to the SCTA/RCPA after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the
SCTA/RCPA office at 411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA, 95404, during normal business hours.
Pagers, cellular telephones and all other communication devices should be turned off during the committee
meeting to avoid electrical interference with the sound recording system.
TO REDUCE GHG EMISSIONS: Please consider carpooling or taking transit to this meeting. For more
information check www.511.org, www.srcity.org/citybus, www.sctransit.com or
https://carmacarpool.com/sfbay
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PAC Item 5.1

Staff Report
Issue
To:

SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors

Meeting Date:

4/12/21

From:

Janet Spilman, Director of Planning

Item Number:

5.4.3

Subject:

Planning Activities Report
Consent Item: ☐

Regular Item: ☒

Action Item: ☐

Report: ☒

Recommendation
Information only

Advisory Committee Recommendation
Not applicable to this item.

Alternatives Considered
Not applicable to this item.

Executive Summary
Update on activities of planning staff that are not on the regular agenda.

Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals
Not applicable to this item.

Financial Implications
Is there a fiscal impact?

Yes ☐

No ☒

Is there funding in the current budget?

Yes ☐

No ☐

The funding source(s) to be used are:

Background
DATA MANAGEMENT AND FORECASTING
•

Modeling and analysis support – Staff continues work with modeling consultants to make efficiency and
reporting improvements including improvements to model code and formulas. Consultants are assisting staff
update the travel model base year from 2015 to 2019. This process includes updating existing land use
conditions and validating the model using updated real world travel data such as traffic counts, transit
ridership, and other demographic and travel behavior information. Project level modeling and data support
has been completed for projects in the Town of Windsor and unincorporated Sonoma County.

•

Senate Bill 743 implementation – Senate Bill 743 requires that vehicle miles traveled (VMT) shall be used to
estimate transportation related environmental impacts under CEQA. SCTA staff is supporting local planning
and engineering staff as they implement SB 743 by providing guidance on state requirements and VMT
411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 | 707.565.5373 | scta.ca.gov | rcpa.ca.gov
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estimation methods using the travel demand model and other analysis tools and data. Current focus is on
project/development types that are not currently covered in state guidance on VMT estimation and
thresholds such as visitor/tourism related uses and freight/delivery distribution centers.
•

Vision Zero Sonoma County Data Dashboard – The draft Vision Zero data dashboard and story map are
complete. Project consultants and SCTA staff are working on project hand-off and making improvements to
the dashboard requested by the Vision Zero Data Subcommittee. Staff is also working with local health
providers to investigate the possibility of rolling health provider crash outcome data into the dashboard.

PLANS
•

Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) - Phases 1 and 2 of public outreach are complete. Vision and
Goals have been adopted, and transportation projects have been submitted for inclusion in the CTP.
Comments from the public are being documented on CTP website. Virtual venues are likely essential for next
phases of outreach. Staff is at work updating existing content, addressing new content and looking into
formatting and production.

Plan Bay Area 2050 (PBA 2050)
•

Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) Local Planners are beginning the process of updating the
Housing Elements of General Plans to align with the RHNA. MTC/ABAG is providing technical assistance in the
form of online tools and consultant help with the numerous challenges of this cycle.

•

Plan Bay Area -Regional Transportation Plan – MTC/ABAG released the Plan Bay Area 2050 Final Blueprint
on December 18, and is now working on an implementation plan. https://www.planbayarea.org/2050plan/plan-bay-area-2050-final-blueprint/ for the plan and details.

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT – MOBILITY INITIATIVES
•

Safe Routes to School -The Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition (SCBC), consultant for the program has
continued with “Walk & Roll to (School) Anywhere” Days and a monthly themed Walk & Roll Challenge. On
any one day of the first week of each month, students/families are encouraged to choose a destination to
walk, bike, scooter, or skateboard to. They then fill out the SRTS Walk & Roll to Anywhere survey. March had
the highest participation thus far this year in our Walk & Roll Anywhere Day, more than three times the
number of trips that were recorded in December. The theme for March is “March (&Roll) for Miles”, and the
challenge activity is a March & Roll Mileage Tracker where students are encouraged to record the # of miles
they traveled each day as well as their destinations. SCBC solicited donations the March & Roll Challenge
Drawing, which will be for a pair of brand new sneakers. Participating schools received and shared
promotional materials (electronic flyers, Instagram images, a video commercial, and more). The March
Walk/Roll Anywhere information & challenge materials may be accessed at
https://sonomasaferoutes.org/content/march-roll-miles-challenge, and K-8 sites receive bi-monthly ENewsletters with promotional information, program updates, links to resources, and more. At this time, SRTS
staff is in the midst of reviewing and judging entries for our February Walk & Roll for Our HeARTS Art Contest;
select winners will be announced in late March and will be posted to the SRTS website and published in
various formats to promote the SRTS program.
On the Education front, SRTS staff continues to implement our Virtual, free “Family Bicycling Workshop”.
During the month of March, we held/will hold: Intro to Family Bicycling (3/16), Bicycling Street Skills for
Parents (3/20), and Basic Bicycle Maintenance for Families (3/25). We have continued to implement virtual,
Zoom Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety lessons for 2nd, 4th, 5th and middle school (6th, 7th OR 8th grade) classrooms
as well. During the month of March, we provided or will be providing in-class education at the following sites:
(Petaluma: Petaluma Junior High, Sebastopol: Brookhaven Middle, Park Side Elem, Santa Rosa: JX Wilson,
Strawberry, Proctor Terrace, RL Stevens, Wright Charter, Douglas L. Whited, Windsor: Windsor Middle). During
the months of February & March, SCBC also began implementing their in-person, on-bicycle series in Windsor,
Petaluma, and Santa Rosa. They have held or will hold the following lessons in the series: Kids Bike Skills (2/3,
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2/4, 3/11, 3/12), Learn to Ride a Bike (2/10, 3/3, 3/4, 3/5), Teen Independent Riding (2/24, 2/25, 2/26), and
Family Bicycling 1 (3/19), Family Bicycling 2 (3/24, 3/25, 3/26 if rain does not cancel).
•

Regional Bike Share Pilot Program – Staff worked with Bolt Mobility to finalize and distribute an online
public survey seeking community input on desired bike share station parking hub locations. The public survey
was open from February 24 through March 19 and was filled out by nearly 500 people. Staff presented on the
program to the Santa Rosa Downtown Subcommittee, the Santa Rosa Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Board,
and the Petaluma Joint Transit Advisory and Pedestrian & Bicycle Advisory Subcommittee. Staff held
Technical Advisory Working Group meeting to review the public input received, schedule and next steps.
www.scta.ca.gov/bikeshare

•

Emergency Ride Home Program – Staff continues to manage the program and has applied for
Transportation Fund for Clean Air County Program Manager funds to continue the program . The Emergency
Ride Home program will reimburse rides home in cases of a qualifying emergency for anyone who works in
Sonoma County and gets to work using an alternative transportation option, such as carpooling, vanpooling,
public transit, bicycling, or walking. Program rules, restrictions, and reimbursement forms are available
online. scta.ca.gov/ERH

ADMINISTRATION OF ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION FUNDING
•

Transportation Development Act, Article 3 (TDA3) – funds may be used for bicycle lanes, bicycle and
pedestrian paths, and related planning and marketing efforts. Sonoma County’s cities/towns and the County
of Sonoma are eligible to apply. Applications for FY21-22 funding are due on April 12. Staff continues to track
project expenditures, fund revenues, and develop quarterly reports. http://scta.ca.gov/projects/funding/

•

Transportation for Clean Air Fund, County Program Manager (TFCA, CPM) – funds may be used for costeffective projects that reduce on-road motor vehicle emissions within the Bay Area Air Quality Management
District’s (BAAQMD) jurisdiction. Eligible project types include trip reduction, clean air vehicles and
infrastructure, arterial management, traffic calming, and bicycle projects. Staff continues to manage the
program; including processing invoices, and developing quarterly reports. A routine audit was completed in
March 2021. Applications were received for FY 2021-2022 funding program and will be reviewed by the T-TAC
and TAC in April before making a recommendation to SCTA in May. http://scta.ca.gov/projects/funding/

•

Coordinated Claim for Transit Funding – on this agenda

COORDINATION & OUTREACH
Local Activities
•

Spare the Air Resources Team meeting with local and regional agencies, non-profit advocacy groups, and
citizens

•

Area Agency on Aging, Connected Communities Transportation Study Steering Committee – staff presented at
February Transportation Forum

Regional Coordination
•

MTC/ABAG committees: Regional Modeling Working Group, Transit Finance Working Group, Active
Transportation Working Group, Transportation Demand Management Working Group, Blue Ribbon Transit
Recovery Task Force

•

Bay Area Trails Collaborative

•

Bay Area Air Quality Management District Transportation Fund for Clean Air Working Group

•

CTA Planners meeting
11

•

Bay Area County Transportation Authority meeting

•

Statewide SB 743 Implementation Working Groups

Supporting Documents
None
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MTC/ABAG REGIONAL PLANNING PROGRAM BULLETIN
Local Planning Directors and County TACs

•

Plan Bay Area 2050

•

Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA)

•

Regional Housing Technical Assistance Program (RHTA)

April 2021

The Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for Plan Bay Area 2050 is under active
development, and will evaluate the potential environmental impacts of the Plan’s strategies,
regional growth pattern, and investments. In January, the Commission and ABAG
Executive Board approved the Final Blueprint as the Preferred Alternative for the purposes
of the EIR. In addition to the Final Blueprint, MTC/ABAG are developing two alternatives
as well as a No Project Alternative that will be submitted to study. EIR Alternative 1
focuses a greater share of regional growth in places with high-quality transit, prioritizing
funding for additional core capacity transit investments and reducing funding for highway
expansion projects. EIR Alternative 2 explores the challenges of gentrification by focusing
more growth in high-resource, jobs-rich locations, as well as prioritizing funding for local
and express bus, bike/ped infrastructure, and income-based fare discounts in lieu of more
high-profile rail expansion projects. The Draft EIR is anticipated to be released in late
spring, along with the Draft Plan Bay Area 2050 document and the Draft Implementation
Plan. Robust public engagement opportunities are planned for late spring and early summer
2021.
ABAG continues to await comments from the Dept. of Housing and Community
Development (HCD) on the Draft RHNA Methodology. Pending comments from HCD,
Executive Board action on the RHNA Methodology and Draft Allocations is anticipated in
late spring or early summer. Staff continues to develop guidelines for the RHNA appeals
process and expects to release guidelines by summer 2021. The appeals process will kick
off with Board adoption of the Draft RHNA allocations and is expected to run through the
summer.
o Housing Element Data Packets. March marked a major milestone for the
Regional Housing Technical Assistance Program with the release of Housing
Needs Data Packets that have been pre-reviewed by HCD for consistency with
state law. These jurisdiction-level data packets contain tables, figures, and
accompanying text that can be placed directly into the Housing Needs section of
each jurisdiction’s Housing Element. PDF versions of the Data Packets for all 109
jurisdictions are publicly available for download. Local staff can also download
an editable Word document version of their respective jurisdiction’s Data Packet
from the Housing Element Site Selection (HESS) Tool. If local staff have not yet
accessed the HESS Tool, they can create an account to download the packets.
o Launch of Planning Collaboratives. On April 13, ABAG will host a virtual kickoff “Work Session” to launch the county-based planning collaboratives. These
groups will be staffed by a paid coordinator to provide technical assistance and
facilitate shared learning for Housing Element updates and related topics. The
collaboratives will meet regularly, at least monthly, to address local staff’s needs
in a timely manner through tailored, on-call support. The kick-off Work Session
will set the groundwork for the collaboratives, answer questions, and identify
priority needs for each county that will inform the group’s workplan. Local staff
may register
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o Housing Element Webinar Training Series. ABAG continues to deliver content
through the 10-part webinar training series to support local staff with Housing
Element updates. In March, webinars focused on providing an overview of the
Site Inventory, how to use the pre-reviewed Data Packets, and how to access
additional information via the US Census. In April, ABAG will host a webinar
that provides data-driven lessons on how to talk about housing without having the
message backfire, drawing upon recent research and Bay Area-specific polling.
Local staff and their contracted consultants can register to participate the training
webinars, and the public can access recordings and materials for all webinars via
the Housing TA page on the ABAG website. For more information and regular
updates, please subscribe to the Housing Technical Assistance mailing list and
check the Regional Housing Technical Assistance webpage.
•

Blue Ribbon Transit Recovery Task Force

At its March 22, 2021 meeting, the Task Force approved the Problem Statement defining
the issues to be addressed by future changes in transit network management and
governance. A consultant will begin working with the Task Force in May to develop
Network Management roles and responsibilities, alternatives, evaluation criteria, and an
initial comparison and assessment of alternatives. To enable the completion of this work,
the Task Force approved an additional Task Force meeting in July 2021. The Task Force
also received a presentation on California State Transportation Authority initiatives that
may be relevant to their work. Further information about the Task Force, including
meeting information, is available here. Bay Area transit operators have also implemented
the Bay Area Healthy Transit Plan and reporting dashboard, which is available here.
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