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Planning Advisory Committee 
Thursday, June 17, 2021 – 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

PLEASE NOTE: The SCTA/RCPA Business Office is closed, and this meeting will be conducted entirely by 
teleconference pursuant to the provisions of the Governor’s Executive Orders N-29-20 and N-35-20, suspending 
certain requirements of the Ralph M. Brown Act. 

PAC members will be video-conferencing into the PAC Meeting via Zoom. Members of the public who wish to 
listen to the PAC meeting may do so via the following platform:  

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82640898485?pwd=WlBzZjRLR0hsMkQ3OXhsOGt1TWhadz09 

Meeting ID: 826 4089 8485 

Passcode: 039206 

Phone: (669) 900-9128 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Public comment on specific agenda items will only be allowed during the meeting via Zoom 
Meeting by using the raise hand or chat function. Verbal comments from call-in participants not using the Zoom 
Video platform can only be made by notifying Drew Nichols at drew.nichols@scta.ca.gov and identifying the item 
number, your name and phone number from which you will be calling. Please include “PAC - Public Comment” in 
the email subject line. The moderator will then ask for your comment.  

ITEM 

1. Introductions 

2. Administrative 

a. Approval of the agenda – changes, additional discussion items- (ACTION) 

b. Review Meeting Notes April 15, 2021* – (ACTION) 

3. Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) Presentation**–– DISCUSSION - materials to follow 

4. Standing Updates (DISCUSSION) 

a. Member updates 

b. SCTA Board Agenda and Planning Activities* 

c. Regional Early Action Planning (REAP)– DISCUSSION 

d. Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) -DISCUSSION 

5. Pending Development Database* - update & preliminary results 

6. Public Comment 

7. Adjourn -(ACTION) 
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*Attachment  

**Attachment to follow 

The next SCTA meeting will be May 10, 2021 
The next PAC meeting will be June 17, 2021 

DISABLED ACCOMMODATION: If you have a disability that requires the agenda materials to be in an alternate 
format or that requires an interpreter or other person to assist you while attending this meeting, please contact 

SCTA/RCPA at least 72 hours prior to the meeting to ensure arrangements for accommodation. 

SB 343 DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS: Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted 
to the Planning Advisory Committee after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in 

the Sonoma County Transportation Authority office at 411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95404, during normal 
business hours. 
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PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES 

Meeting Notes of April 15, 2021 

ITEM 

1. Introductions

Meeting called to order at 9:02 a.m. by Brian Oh.

Committee Members: Brian Oh, Chair, Permit 
Sonoma; Amy Lyle, City of Santa Rosa; Jeff 
Beiswenger, City of Rohnert Park; Noah Housh, 
City of Cotati; Jessica Jones, Town of Windsor; Ada 
Chan, MTC/ABAG; Kevin Thompson, City of 
Cloverdale; David Storer, City of Sonoma; Heather 
Hines, City of Petaluma; Nancy Adams, City of 
Santa Rosa; Amy Nicholson, City of Santa Rosa; 
Kari Svanstrom, City of Sebastopol. 

Guests: James Choe, MTC/ABAG; Steve 
Birdlebough, Sonoma County Transportation and 
Land Use Coalition; Mark Mortensen. 

Staff: Janet Spilman; Drew Nichols; Dana Turrey; 
Tanya Narath; Chris Barney.  

2. Administrative

2.1. Approval of the agenda 

Amy Lyle moved for approval of the April 15, 2021 
PAC Agenda, Jessica Jones seconded.  

The committee unanimously approved the 
motion. 

2.2. Review meeting notes from February 
18, 2021 

Amy Lyle moved for approval of the February 18, 
2020 minutes; Jessica Jones seconded. 

The committee unanimously approved the 
meeting notes from February 18, 2021.   

3. Member updates

City of Cloverdale 

Kevin Thompson reported on large annexations in 
the southern area of the city and are conducting 
an infrastructure study.  

Mr. Thompson spoke on the downtown zoning 
ordinance update and on the housing mitigation 
plan. Furthermore, a wireless small cell ordinance 
is also being crafted similar to Cotati. 

Mr. Thompson spoke on a soft reopening with 
intents of reopening more by this summer.  

City of Cotati: 

Noah Housh reported on reopening conservations 
in the City of Cotati.  

The City Council will also be presented with a 
cottage housing ordinance for their approval and 
spoke on the vetting process. The Objectives 
Design Guidelines will also be reviewed by the 
Council in early May.  

Mr. Housh spoke on a telecom design guideline as 
5G installations continue.  

The housing RFP is yet to be published, and the 
bike share program will be taken to council in May 
for their approval. This will put electric bikes at 
Cotati’s SMART station, as well as in the 
Downtown.  

Mr. Housh also spoke on the gateway signage and 
wayfinding work that will be under construction 
this summer. 

Mr. Housh discussed further on the potential 
REACH Code 
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City of Petaluma: 

Heather Hines reported Petaluma has kicked off 
the General Plan update, working on the Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion work, and reported on the 
reopening discussion amongst the city. The City of 
Petaluma has also banned the new construction of 
gas stations, and will be bringing to council an all-
electric construction ordinance.  

The VMT Technical Advisory committee finished up 
their recommendations and staff are working with 
Denko on the Corona Station development. This 
will be a 100% affordable with supportive housing.  

City of Rohnert Park: 

Jeff Beiswenger reported Rohnert Park is in the 
midst of the General Plan updates, currently 
conducting study sessions. The City Council has 
also expressed an interest to expanded the 
Environmental Justice section in the General Plan. 

Mr. Beiswenger spoke on the University District 
and SOMO development projects, hotel 
developments, and on industry shells.  

The Downtown project on hold for now and will be 
brought back in a couple of years.  

Lastly, Mr. Beiswenger commented on the City 
Council’s interest to return to in person council 
meetings starting as early as next month.  

City of Sebastopol 

Kari Svanstrom discussed the city’s plan to reopen 
and are looking at the State’s June 15th reopening 
date. 

The Planning Commission has a series of housing 
presentations scheduled and staff will be 
presenting the development impact fee update in 
May. The Object Design Standards are being 
worked on in the interim until a consultant is 
brought on board.  

Ms. Svanstrom commented further on all-electric 
ordinances. The committee discussed the all-
electric ordinance and its effects on new and 
existing construction.  

 City of Santa Rosa 

Amy Nicholson reported staff are in the vision 
phase of the General Plan update and will go to 
the community in May.  The Mendocino Avenue 
Specific Plan RFP will be released for the 
Mendocino Avenue PDA.  

The Climate Action Subcommittee is starting to 
meeting monthly now and is poised to move 
through more initiatives.  

Nancy Adams added that staff are ready to take 
the bike share program agreement to the council 
for their approval. 

 City of Sonoma 

David Storer reported the city has met the RHNA 
numbers. 

The City Council is poised to adopt a polystyrene 
ordinance and an ordinance to allow a second 
retail cannabis store in the city. The city is also 
ready to award a contract to De Novo for the 
housing element work.  

 County of Sonoma, Permit Sonoma 

Brain Oh reported on the conservation on 
reopening efforts ahead of the June 15th date set 
by the State.  

The Housing Sites EIR document for public review 
in the follow week and are preparing for the bench 
opening up.  

Town of Windsor 

Jessica Jones reported on process improvement 
for the development review process to streamline 
new development coming in. Staff are continuing 
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to work on the Objective Design Standards, and 
will come forward in the next couple of months.  

Staff also received direction from Council to start 
working on a short-term vacation rental 
ordinance.  

The comprehensive zoning update has kicked off 
and the housing element update will begin soon 
and will bring the consultant onboard. Staff are 
also working on VMT measures to help 
development projects.  

Staff are continuing to work with county on multi-
jurisdictional Housing Mitigation Plan and area 
also working on a Climate Adaption Plan.  

Ms. Jones spoke on the existing housing 
developments underway in the Town. The Town is 
also looking to reopen in mid-summer. 

MTC/ABAG: 

Ada Chan reported the PDA planning grant and the 
REAP grant are going to commission in May. The 
competitive decisions will also made at the same 
time.  

Ms. Chan further spoke on upcoming housing 
webinars.  

4. Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) – 
standing item - Discussion 

Brian Oh reported on the agreement has been 
signed by Sonoma and Napa Counties and was 
sent to ABAG. Next steps include refining the scope 
of work until the Bench opens up. 

Ada Chan added there was some items that came 
up that could inform the countywide study.  

The committee discussed the timeline of the CDC 
to publish an RFP to further fair housing in smaller 
cities, and how that timeline relates to MTC.  

 

 

5. SCTA Information 

5.1. Board agenda and planning activities 

Dana Turrey provided an update on the Bike Share 
program. SCTA and the Transportation Authority 
of Marin, applied for a grant from MTC for a three-
year pilot bicycle share program along the SMART 
corridor.  

Ms. Turrey reported on the public survey that 
asked residents where they see the bike share 
stations.  

5.2. Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy 
update 

Tanya Narath provided an update on the Sonoma 
Climate Mobilization Strategy and appreciated all 
the updates provided by the PAC members.  

Ms. Narath shared the near-term priorities and are 
working on an implementation plan. That plan will 
be presented to the RCPA Board of Directors in 
June or July. Ms. Narath welcomed additional 
inputs and thoughts from the committee on how 
this could affect each jurisdiction.  

Noah Housh suggested that it would be best to 
hear from the RCPA Board of Directors for an 
overall direction first before presenting this to the 
city councils.  

5.3. Urban Land Institute Resilience Advisory 
Panel  

Tanya Narath announced the ULI Resilience 
Advisory Panel has kicked off this week, and 
recalled the two previous attempts to have this 
panel.  

This year, the panel will be held virtually and 
interviews are being conducted this week. The 
panel will present their recommendations next 
Wednesday, April 21.  
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5.4. Sonoma County Travel Model update 

Chris Barney provided an update on the travel 
model. SCTA has retained the services from Fehr & 
Peers through the rest of the year to finish the 
modelling work.  

The model base year will be updated from 2015 to 
2019 and Mr. Barney described the interest to 
bring the base year closer to existing conditions. 
The land use updates were highlighted and then 
will work on model validations.  

Mr. Barney spoke on MTC’s interest for the model 
to be consistent with the Plan Bay Area Blueprint 
and explained the development of the 2050 
forecast scenarios in areas such as land use, 
population, housing, and employment. 

The next steps include finalizing the 2019 land use, 
validate the 2019 model, and develop the 2050 
forecast.  The model is sought to be updated when 
the Comprehensive Transportation Plan undergo 
its update.  

Steve Birdlebough commented that Air Resource 
Board projects VMT will need to go down 32% in 
the next nine years depending on what happens 
with various changes in pricing. That may happen, 
and asked where does that fit in to the modelling 
process. 

Mr. Barney responded the travel model is a tool 
and not a set of policies. It is a way to test where 
projected growth could occur and how it would 
look. 

5.5. Vision Zero 

Chris Barney provided an updated on the data 
dashboard associated with the Vision Zero work, 
and described the Story Map of how safety looks in 
the county and see where collisions are occurring 
in Sonoma County. 

In addition to the data product and data 
dashboard, SCTA partnered with Sonoma County 
Department of Health Services (DHS) to develop a 
countywide Vision Zero action plan. DHS is the 
lead on that side of the Vision Zero work, and SCTA 
is taking the lead on the technical data side. 

5.6. Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) 
update 

Janet Spilman announced the CTP update is being 
done in-house and highlighted the public outreach 
work that was completed. 

Ms. Spilman described the contents and chapters 
in the CTP and on evolving issues that arise during 
the Plan’s update, such as the ongoing 
development on equity.   

6. MTC Information 

6.1. April Bulletin 

James Choe reported on the Plan Bay Area 2050 
draft materials that will be coming out this spring, 
as well as the draft implementation plan. Public 
engagement will follow. 

Mr. Choe also commented on the Blue-Ribbon 
Task Force’s recent meeting where they discussed 
the idea of a network manager.  

Lastly, Mr. Choe spoke briefly on MTC/ABAG’s work 
to provide parking policy support to jurisdictions.  

6.2. Understand Racial Inequality in the SF 
Bay Area   

Item provided to the committee for their interest. 

7. Public Comment 

 N/A 

8. Adjourn 

The committee adjourned at 10:52 a.m. 
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Staff Report 
 

Issue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommendation 

Information only 

Advisory Committee Recommendation 

Not applicable to this item. 

Alternatives Considered 

Not applicable to this item. 

Executive Summary 

Update on activities of planning staff that are not on the regular agenda. 

Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals  

Not applicable to this item. 

Financial Implications 

Is there a fiscal impact? Yes  ☐        No  ☒ 

Is there funding in the current budget? Yes  ☐        No  ☐ 

The funding source(s) to be used are:   

Background 

DATA MANAGEMENT AND FORECASTING 

• Modeling and analysis support – Staff is continuing to work with local planners on the annual update of the 
Sonoma County Pending and Permitted Development Database. This database tracks pending housing and 
employment related development projects that are in the development pipeline throughout the county. This 
database is used in the Sonoma County Travel Demand Model and is available to support local planning 
activities. Modeling consultants have updated travel model land use to reflect 2019 existing development 
conditions. Staff is in the process of reviewing and updating the updated 2019 land use files. Project level 
modeling and data support has been completed for projects in Santa Rosa and unincorporated Sonoma 
County. 

To:  SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors Meeting Date: 6/14/21 
From:  Janet Spilman, Director of Planning Item Number: 5.4.3 
Subject: Planning Activities Report 

Consent Item: ☐          Regular Item: ☒          Action Item: ☐          Report: ☒ 
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• Senate Bill 743 implementation – Senate Bill 743 requires that vehicle miles traveled (VMT) be used to 
estimate transportation related environmental impacts under CEQA. SCTA is supporting local planning and 
engineering staff as they implement SB 743/VMT estimation requirements. In May, staff provided VMT and 
travel model data for projects in Santa Rosa, the Town of Windsor, and in unincorporated Sonoma County.  

• Vision Zero Sonoma County Data Dashboard – The Vision Zero data dashboard and story map are being 
finalized. The Vision Zero data team has developed a multi-model High Injury Network and is in the process of 
identifying High Injury Intersections. Staff is working with the project consultant team to automate updating 
crash data on an annual basis. 

PLANS 

• Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP) - Phases 1 and 2 of public outreach are complete. Vision and 
Goals have been adopted, and transportation projects have been submitted for inclusion in the CTP. 
Comments from the public are being documented on CTP website. Virtual venues are likely essential for next 
phases of outreach.  Staff is at work updating existing content, addressing new content and looking into 
formatting and production. 

Plan Bay Area 2050 (PBA 2050) 

• Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) – Local Planners are beginning the process of updating the 
Housing Elements of General Plans to align with the RHNA. MTC/ABAG is providing technical assistance in the 
form of online tools and consultant help with the numerous challenges of this cycle. 

• Plan Bay Area -Regional Transportation Plan – MTC/ABAG is taking comments on Draft Plan Bay Area 2050 
until July 20, 2021. See  https://www.planbayarea.org/2050-plan/plan-bay-area-2050-final-blueprint/ for the 
plan and details.  

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT – MOBILITY INITIATIVES 

• Safe Routes to School – Since April, Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition (SCBC), consultant for the program has 
continued with “Walk & Roll to (School) Anywhere” Days (and survey) and a themed Challenge. The May 
theme is “Bike2It”, challenging students/families to bike (or walk/roll) to destinations 2 miles or less. Students 
could sign a pledge, fill out a challenge sheet, and/or draw a map of a favorite Bike2It! destination. SCBC 
obtained sponsorships for prizes from Calpine/The Geysers and the Sonoma County Spare the Air Resource 
Team. Schools received and shared promotional materials (electronic flyers, Instagram images, a video 
commercial, and more), which may be accessed at https://sonomasaferoutes.org/content/may-bike2it-
challenge . In mid-May staff released the 2021-22 Promotional “I *Heart* Walk & Roll calendar featuring art 
from the winners of our February Art Challenge. A special distribution/acknowledgement event was held on 
May 19th at Juilliard Park for artists and their families, as well as teachers and principals from winning 
schools. Winning art is posted to the SRTS website and on the @sonomacountysaferoutes Instagram and 
Facebook accounts. SCBC staff is also evaluating our 2020-21 program, via online parent surveys as well as 
Administrator/Champion online surveys. Additionally, staff is meeting with active SRTS school teams during 
the months of May and June to review the year and begin planning for 2021-22. 

SRTS staff continues to implement Virtual, free “Family Bike Workshops”. In May they held Basic Bicycle 
Maintenance for Families (5/23) and Street Skills for Parents (5/26). They continue to implement virtual, 
Bike/Ped safety lessons for elementary and middle school classrooms as well. During the month of May, they 
delivered lessons at 7 schools in Santa Rosa, Petaluma, Cloverdale and Windsor.  SCBC also continued 
implementing their on-bicycle series in Windsor, Petaluma, and Santa Rosa. In May, have held or will hold the 
following lessons: Teen Independent Riding (5/5, 5/6, 5/7), Learn to Ride a Bike (5/13, 5/14, 5/15, 5/26), Kids 
Bike Skills (5/19, 5/20, 5/21), and Family Bicycling 1 (5/27, 5/28). Finally, SRTS staff completed and released a 
“Trail Etiquette” video & corresponding flyer that they engaged a group of middle school students at 
participating SRTS sites to participate in filming. 
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• Regional Bike Share Pilot Program – The councils for the cities of Santa Rosa, Cotati, Rohnert Park, Novato, 

San Rafael, and Larkspur have approved operations of the bike share program and authority to sign the 
coordination agreement and site permits. Staff has reviewed and commented on the recommended zones of 
interest map to prepare for local agency review and discussion.  Staff held meetings with Bolt Mobility to 
review the local approval schedule and project work plan. www.scta.ca.gov/bikeshare  
 

• Emergency Ride Home Program – Staff continues to manage the program, which will continue beyond 2021 
with approved funding from the FY2021-22 Transportation Fund for Clean Air County Program Manager. The 
Emergency Ride Home program will reimburse rides home in cases of a qualifying emergency for anyone who 
works in Sonoma County and gets to work using an alternative transportation option, such as carpooling, 
vanpooling, public transit, bicycling, or walking. Program rules, restrictions, and reimbursement forms are 
available online. scta.ca.gov/ERH 

ADMINISTRATION OF ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION FUNDING  

• Transportation Development Act, Article 3 (TDA3) –Staff submitted the SCTA-adopted FY21-22 program to 
MTC and continues to track project expenditures, fund revenues, and develop quarterly reports. 
http://scta.ca.gov/projects/funding/ 

• Transportation for Clean Air Fund, County Program Manager (TFCA, CPM) – Staff submitted the SCTA-
adopted FY21-22 program to the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD). Staff worked with 
project sponsors to develop final reports for projects completed in FY21 Q1 and Q2 for submittal to BAAQMD. 
Staff received and reviewed the funding agreement for the FY21-22 program and continues to track project 
expenditures, fund revenues, program policies, and develop quarterly reports. 
http://scta.ca.gov/projects/funding/ 

COORDINATION & OUTREACH 

Local Activities 

• Spare the Air Resources Team meeting with local and regional agencies, non-profit advocacy groups, and 
citizens 

• Area Agency on Aging, Transportation and Mobility Committee 

Regional Coordination  

• MTC/ABAG committees: Regional Modeling Working Group, Transit Finance Working Group, Active 
Transportation Working Group, Transportation Demand Management Working Group, Blue Ribbon Transit 
Recovery Task Force 

• Bay Area Trails Collaborative 

• Bay Area Air Quality Management District Transportation Fund for Clean Air Working Group 

• CTA Planners meeting 

• Bay Area County Transportation Authority meeting 

• Regional and Statewide SB 743 Implementation Working Groups 

Supporting Documents  

None  
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Staff Report 

Issue 

What is the status of the 2021 Pending and Permitted Development Database update? 

Recommendation 

Staff have received and updated database entries for most jurisdictions as of 6/10/2021. County of Sonoma 
staff have provided preliminary comments and comments are pending for the Town of Windsor.  

Advisory Committee Recommendation 

N/A 

Alternatives Considered 

N/A 

Executive Summary 

SCTA staff maintain the Countywide Pending Development and Permitted Projects Database. This database is 
used to ensure that near-term and pending projects are represented in the Sonoma County Travel Model. The 
information included in the database provides information that may be used in SCTA and local jurisdictional 
planning activities. The database is being updated for 2021. The updated database will be used to update the 
pending projects web map and will be used to fine tune travel demand model forecasts.  

Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals 

The Countywide Pending Development and Permitted Projects Database is used to ensure that the Sonoma 
County Travel Model provides an accurate estimation of future growth. The travel model is routinely used to 
support SCTA and local planning and engineering activities. The information summarized in the database is 
also being used to support planning for housing production and preservation. 

Financial Implications 

Is there a fiscal impact? Yes  ☐        No  ☒ 

Is there funding in the current budget? Yes  ☐        No  ☒ 

The funding source(s) to be used are:  N/A 

To: Planning Advisory Committee Meeting Date: 6/17/21 
From: Chris Barney, Senior Transportation Planner Item Number: 5 
Subject: Sonoma County Travel Model – Countywide Pending Development and Permitted 

Projects Database – 2021 Update 
Consent Item: ☐    Regular Item: ☐    Action Item: ☐  Report: ☒ 
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Background 
 
SCTA staff update the database at least once per year for all jurisdictions and make revisions more frequently 
upon request. The 2021 update has focused on the following: 

• Removing completed or withdrawn projects. 

• Adding new projects. 

• Updating project status (changed from under review to approved etc.)? 

• Updating project descriptions for changed projects (different # of housing units or sqft of 
construction)? 

• Correcting errors and removing duplicate projects. 

Project Status and Next Steps 

SCTA staff has distributed summary and project level reports to local planning staff for review and have 
received comments and revisions from most jurisdictions. Pending comments and revisions will be 
incorporated into the database when they are received. Draft summaries for pending and permitted projects 
as of 6/10/2021 have been compiled and will be presented at the 6/17/2021 PAC meeting. The following tasks 
are still pending: 

• Project geocoding and mapping – SCTA staff maintains an online mapping tool showing the 
location projects in the database. The map was last updated in 2019 and will be updated 
once the 2021 database update is complete. The map can be accessed online: 
https://arcg.is/r1GXG0 . 

• Once finalized pending development summaries will be presented to the SCTA Board and 
SCTA Citizens Advisory Committee. 

• The final database entries will be integrated into the travel model in order to ensure that  
model forecasts are consistent with local development activity.     

Supporting Documents  

A countywide summary of pending and permitted projects is attached. SCTA will provide more detailed 
summaries, charts, and graphics at the PAC meeting on 6/17/2021. Jurisdiction level summaries and detailed 
tables are available by request. 
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Countywide Summary*

Landuse Category:

Housing
Single Family Housing Units 6,918

Multi‐Family Housing Units 11,133

Senior/Group Housing Units 1,825

ADUs 246

Total Housing 20,122

Employment/Services
Office sqft 778,390

General Commercial sqft 1,046,988

Shopping Center Commercial sqft 742,280

Light Industrial sqft 1,348,244

Heavy Industrial sqft 97,375

Warehousing sqft 1,005,528

Hotel rooms 2,701

Education students 3,814

Institutional sqft 271,850

Recreation acres 141

Draft compiled 6/10/21

Sonoma County Travel Model Pending 

Development and Permitted Projects 

Database 

Note: Final review for the Town of Windsor and County of Sonoma 

pending.

DRAFT
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