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ISSUE

• What is the status of electric vehicle (EV) adoption 
and EV charging infrastructure in Sonoma County? 

• What actions are recommended to implement the 
Sonoma Climate Mobilization EV Access for All 
Partnership strategy?
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POLICY CONTEXT – SONOMA CLIMATE MOBILIZATION STRATEGY

EV Access for All Partnership:
1. Work with regional partners and local businesses to develop over 10,000 public and 

workplace charging stations in Sonoma County by 2027, emphasizing the installation of 
charging stations in rental properties in frontline communities.

2. Develop a package of local ordinances and other actions to address remaining 
permitting barriers for installing charging equipment, while also limiting permitting of 
new fossil fuel infrastructure.

3. Support the use of electric bicycles and other lightweight electric utility vehicles through 
an awareness campaign and incentives strategically focused toward specific media 
market segments that best reach members of frontline communities.

4. Increase the use of heavy-duty EVs, such as public transit buses, school buses, and refuse 
collection trucks through infrastructure planning at central yards and support for state 
and federal incentive applications.

5. Create an accessible and affordable EV assistance service to connect low-income 
residents, students, and seniors with existing EV incentives, financing, and education 
initiatives.
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SHIFT LOW CARBON TRANSPORTATION ACTION PLAN: FUEL SHIFT

• Goal: Reduce petroleum use in 
transportation by 50% by 2030

– Achieve overall fleet fuel efficiency 
gains

– Replace at least 87,000 internal 
combustion engine vehicles with 
EVs

• Shift Plan EV Target = 100,000 EVs 
in Sonoma County by 2030
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Source: Shift Low Carbon Transportation Action Plan, January 2018, https://scta.ca.gov/planning/shift/

https://scta.ca.gov/planning/shift/
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SHIFT PLAN UPDATE

• Launched an EV ombudsman and 
concierge service -
ev101.helpscoutdocs.com

• Increased local government EV 
awareness and implementation of 
the Fuel Shift Plan

• Increased workplace EV awareness
• Updated current EV charging station 

guidelines
• Supported streamlined EV charging 

station permitting
• Refined existing EV charging station 

siting analysis
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https://ev101.helpscoutdocs.com/
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EV ADOPTION PROGRESS: ELECTRIC VEHICLES REGISTERED IN SONOMA COUNTY
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California Energy Commission (2021). California Energy Commission Zero Emission Vehicle and Infrastructure Statistics. Data last updated 4/30/21. 
Retrieved 8/23/21 from https://www.energy.ca.gov/zevstats

https://www.energy.ca.gov/zevstats
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EV CHARGING STATION PROGRESS

EV Chargers in Sonoma County 
as of July 1, 2021
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Level 1: ~5 miles or less of range per hour of charging
Level 2: ~14 to 35 miles of range per hour of charging
DC Fast: recharge to 80% capacity in ~30 minutes

California Energy Commission (2021). California Energy Commission Zero Emission Vehicle and Infrastructure Statistics. Data last updated 7/1/21. Retrieved 
8/23/21 from http://www.energy.ca.gov/zevstats. 

http://www.energy.ca.gov/zevstats
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EV CHARGING STATION PROGRESS: FUNDING
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California Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Project (CALeVIP) Sonoma Coast Incentive Project
Available Funding as of 9/10/21

https://calevip.org/incentive-project/sonoma-coast

https://calevip.org/incentive-project/sonoma-coast
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ACCELERATING EV ADOPTION: EV AVAILABILITY AND RANGE
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IEA, Electric car models available globally and average range, 2015-2020, IEA, Paris https://www.iea.org/data-and-statistics/charts/electric-car-models-
available-globally-and-average-range-2015-2020-2

EV models available globally and average range
2015-2020

https://www.iea.org/data-and-statistics/charts/electric-car-models-available-globally-and-average-range-2015-2020-2
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ACCELERATING EV ADOPTION: CONSUMER BENEFITS

Electric Vehicle Ownership Costs: Today’s Electric Vehicles Offer 
Big Savings for Consumers, Consumer Reports, October 2020:
• EV owners will spend 60 percent less to fuel their vehicle.
• Seven of the nine most popular EVs on the market cost first-time 

owners less than the best-selling, and top-rated ICE vehicles in their 
class, in many cases matching or exceeding the performance of 
some of the top-performing ICE vehicles in their class.

• Lifetime ownership costs for all nine of the most popular EVs on the 
market under $50,000 are many thousands of dollars cheaper than 
the best-selling and top-rated ICE vehicles in their class, with typical 
savings ranging between $6,000 and $10,000.
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https://advocacy.consumerreports.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/EV-Ownership-Cost-Final-Report-1.pdf

https://advocacy.consumerreports.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/EV-Ownership-Cost-Final-Report-1.pdf
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ACCELERATING EV ADOPTION: EQUITY CONSIDERATIONS
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Key findings from Stanford Decommissioning ICE VEhicles (DIVE) interviews:
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RECOMMENDED NEXT STEPS – EV ACCESS FOR ALL PARTNERSHIP

Objective Proposed Actions
Work with regional partners and 
local businesses to develop over 
10,000 public and workplace 
charging stations in Sonoma 
County by 2027, emphasizing the 
installation of charging stations 
in rental properties in frontline 
communities.

POLICY
• Revisit draft EV Ready Community Resolution from Shift Plan.
• Develop model EV ready reach code for new residential construction 

and support adoption by jurisdictions.
• Develop policies and incentives to support installation of Level 2 

charging stations in existing residential properties.
• Support adoption of requirements that exceed CalGreen Building Code 

requirements for charging infrastructure in multifamily and 
commercial buildings.

COORDINATION
• Reconvene the Sonoma County Local Government EV Partnership to 

focus on municipal fleet conversion, policy actions, and public EV 
charging.

DEPLOYMENT
• Follow up with businesses contacted as part of the workplace outreach 

done under the CEC grant to get status of their EV plans.
• Research funding opportunities for workplace and multifamily EV 

charging.
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RECOMMENDED NEXT STEPS – EV ACCESS FOR ALL PARTNERSHIP

Objective Proposed Actions

Develop a package of local ordinances 
and other actions to address 
remaining permitting barriers for 
installing charging equipment, while 
also limiting permitting of new fossil 
fuel infrastructure.

POLICY
• Present resolution supporting a prohibition on new gas station 

land uses for RCPA Board adoption in September 2021. 
• Support local jurisdictions in revising their land use codes to 

implement a prohibition on new gas station land uses.
COORDINATION
• Work with local jurisdictions and partner agencies to identify 

barriers to EV charging installation and research solutions.
Support the use of electric bicycles 
and other lightweight electric utility 
vehicles through an awareness 
campaign and incentives strategically 
focused toward specific media market 
segments that best reach members of 
frontline communities.

EDUCATION AND AWARENESS
• Monitor State and federal legislation on e-bike incentives and 

promote programs in Sonoma County when available.
• Work with Sonoma Clean Power to support development and 

promotion of electric mobility programs including Bike Electric 
and others to be identified.
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RECOMMENDED NEXT STEPS – EV ACCESS FOR ALL PARTNERSHIP

Objective Proposed Actions
Increase the use of heavy-duty EVs, such 
as public transit buses, school buses, 
and refuse collection trucks through 
infrastructure planning at central yards 
and support for state and federal 
incentive applications.

DEPLOYMENT
• Research and promote funding opportunities for heavy-duty 

vehicle electrification.

Create an accessible and affordable EV 
assistance service to connect low-
income residents, students, and seniors 
with existing EV incentives, financing, 
and education initiatives.

EDUCATION AND AWARENESS
• Work with Sonoma Clean Power to foster EV adoption in low-

income communities. 
• Partner with Stanford DIVE Group and community-based 

organizations to increase RCPA’s understanding of EV barriers and 
opportunities for low-income communities. Develop EV outreach 
materials to increase awareness of EVs and their benefits in low-
income communities.

DEPLOYMENT
• Research electric mobility hub models (EVs, electric bikes, etc.) for 

affordable housing. Work with Sonoma Clean Power, Healdsburg, 
and other interested jurisdictions to identify potential pilot sites 
and funding sources. 15
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THANK YOU!
QUESTIONS?

Tanya Narath
Director of Climate Programs

Tanya.Narath@rcpa.ca.gov | 707-565-1594

mailto:tanya.Narath@rcpa.ca.gov
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