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ISSUE

• Shall the RCPA Board adopt a resolution supporting 
local actions to ban new gas stations? 

• How best shall RCPA support its member 
jurisdictions in adopting gas station bans?
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BACKGROUND – GLOBAL AND FEDERAL POLICY CONTEXT

• Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Report
– 2021 Working Group 1 Report on the science of global heating
– Report conclusions are considered “a code red for humanity”1

• Biden Administration Executive Order
– Sets 2030 goal that 50% of all new passenger cars and light trucks 

sold be zero-emission vehicles2

– Starts development of long-term fuel efficiency & emissions standards
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1 https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1097362
2 https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/08/05/executive-order-on-strengthening-american-leadership-in-clean-cars-and-trucks/

https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/08/1097362
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/08/05/executive-order-on-strengthening-american-leadership-in-clean-cars-and-trucks
https:///
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BACKGROUND – STATE AND LOCAL POLICY CONTEXT

• State Executive Orders
– By 2025, installation of 250,000 electric vehicle (EV) charging stations1

– By 2030, target of five million zero-emission vehicles1

– By 2035, all new vehicles sold must be zero-emission3

– By 2045, achieve carbon neutrality2

• Local Policies
– Climate emergency resolutions adopted by RCPA and all ten jurisdictions
– Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy adopted by RCPA Board
– Petaluma gas station ban adopted for operations within city limits
– Santa Rosa, Sebastopol, and Cotati are also studying options
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1 https://www.ca.gov/archive/gov39/2018/01/26/governor-brown-takes-action-to-increase-zero-emission-vehicles-fund-new-climate-investments/index.html
2 https://www.ca.gov/archive/gov39/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/9.10.18-Executive-Order.pdf
3 https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/9.23.20-EO-N-79-20-Climate.pdf

https://www.ca.gov/archive/gov39/2018/01/26/governor-brown-takes-action-to-increase-zero-emission-vehicles-fund-new-climate-investments/index.html
https://www.ca.gov/archive/gov39/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/9.10.18-Executive-Order.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/9.23.20-EO-N-79-20-Climate.pdf
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BACKGROUND – CURRENT CONDITIONS

• 138 gas stations in Sonoma County 
concentrated along major corridors1

• Jurisdictions continue to receive 
applications for new gas stations

• Impacts on public health and 
environment – toxic air pollution, 
surface water runoff, leaking 
underground storage tanks

• Existing land use policies designed to 
facilitate city-centered development
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1 California Office of Emergency Services, based on retail fuel station gasoline sales information from 2010 to 2016 of the California Retail Station Annual Report.
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RECENT ACTIONS

• March 1, 2021: City of Petaluma adopted ordinances 
prohibiting new gas station land uses

• May 10, 2021: Cotati requested RCPA to discuss gas 
station ban ordinance at future meeting

• May 12, 2021: Santa Rosa Climate Action 
Subcommittee received presentation and directed 
staff to draft ordinance language for review

• August 3, 2021: Sebastopol City Council directed staff 
to draft ordinance for Planning Commission and then 
brought to the full City Council in fall

• City of Cotati developing ordinance for City Council 
consideration as a component of a larger greenhouse 
gas reduction strategy
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AREAS OF RCPA SUPPORT TO LOCAL JURISDICTIONS

• Coordinate with jurisdictions to identify common barriers 
and develop consistent strategies to reduce emissions

• Provide analysis of gas station locations and proximity to 
population centers and travel corridors

• Create guidance documents for planning staff to develop 
jurisdiction-specific gas station ban ordinances
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RCPA RESOLUTION

• Recommendation that the County of Sonoma and incorporated 
jurisdictions cease acceptance of all applications for new gas stations or 
expansion of existing gas station infrastructure in their local jurisdictions

• Commits RCPA staff to work with its local government members to assist 
with policy development and implementation to reduce emissions

• Encourages the development of clean-emission public transportation 
networks, installing safe and connected pedestrian and bicycling 
infrastructure, and expanding efforts to serve zero-emission vehicles
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PROPOSED CHANGE

• NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Regional Climate Protection 
Authority (RCPA), recommends ceasing all processing acceptance of all
applications for and permitting of new gas stations or expansion of 
existing gas stations infrastructure throughout Sonoma County; and

• BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the RCPA recommends that the County of 
Sonoma and the incorporated jurisdictions of Cloverdale, Cotati, 
Healdsburg, Rohnert Park, Santa Rosa, Sebastopol, Sonoma, and Windsor 
cease all processing acceptance of all applications for and permitting of
new gas stations or expansion of existing gas stations infrastructure in 
their local jurisdiction; and
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RECOMMENDATION

Staff requests Board direction on:
• Approval of a resolution supporting local action to ban 

the construction of new gas stations in alignment with 
our Sonoma Climate Mobilization goal of achieving 
carbon neutrality in Sonoma County by 2030.

• Facilitating a meeting among planning staff from all 
jurisdictions to discuss a coordinated approach and 
opportunities for resource sharing.
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Questions?

BC Capps
Climate Change Program Specialist
Regional Climate Protection Authority

707-565-5361
BC.Capps@rcpa.ca.gov

Thank You! 
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