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Connecting people, places and goods as we transition our transportation network to zero-emissions by 2050. 

The guiding principles are to improve safety, equity and quality of life.

The goals are that our transportation system should be:

1. Connected and Reliable: Deliver a seamless network that allows people to use a variety of transportation 
types easily, affordably and dependably.

2. Safe and Well Maintained: Provide safe and well-maintained transportation infrastructure.

3. Community Oriented and Place-Based: Implement place-based (or context sensitive) transportation projects, 
tailored to urban, suburban and rural communities that will improve local mobility.

4. Zero Emissions: Provide zero-emission transportation opportunities that meet diverse community needs, 
improve health and enhance quality of life.

VISION AND GOALS
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COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT CTP

Public comments received focused on five areas:
1. Link between transportation and GHG emissions and the imperative to do more.
2. Role of air travel in the plan.
3. Addressing mobility for seniors and the disabled.
4. Congestion on Hwy 101.
5. Public engagement to people throughout the community.

Board comments focused on:
1. Bolstering the link between RCPA and SCTA; improving the GHG reduction aspects of the plan.
2. Addressing the costs of travel as part of household budgets and how to drive greater affordability 

with alternatives to the automobile.
3. Explaining plan performance and implementation.

Staff updated sections of the plan to address the comments and provided summary responses to each 
public comment.
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Comment: In the performance assessment the model does not show a drastic reduction 
of GHG emissions by 2050. Why is that?

Response: Because the transportation system in Sonoma County is mature the 277 road 
projects submitted by the jurisdictions do not make large impacts in countywide GHG. 

The $5 billion in transit expansion and $400 million in bike infrastructure do reduce 
GHG emissions in transportation, however changes to travel behavior and 
technologies will be necessary to meet GHG reduction goals.

SCTA is pursuing programs, projects and plans that add transportation options and will 
encourage behavioral changes to reduce vehicle miles traveled and GHG emissions. 

CTP PROJECTS AND GHG EMISSIONS



6Moving Forward 2050

The SCTA and RCPA together have developed the Shift Sonoma County Low Carbon Transportation Plan (Shift), adopted by 

the Sonoma County Transportation Authority Board in 2018. The Sonoma Climate Mobilization  also includes strategies 

for reducing GHG emissions in the transportation sector. These plans and their solutions are included in the CTP.

VMT Mitigation Bank

EV Access for All Partnership

Drive Less Campaign

MODE SHIFT

FUEL SHIFT

GHG REDUCING PLANS
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GHG REDUCING PROJECTS UNDERWAY

Take the worry out of your sustainable commute. The 

Sonoma Emergency Ride Home (ERH) program will 

reimburse rides home in cases of a qualifying 

emergency for anyone who works in Sonoma County 

and uses an alternative transportation option, such as 

carpooling, vanpooling, public transit, bicycling, or 

walking  https://scta.ca.gov/projects/emergency-ride/

County of Sonoma employee commute program including with the 

following incentives:  

• Free rides on Sonoma County Transit buses

• Free monthly passes for Santa Rosa CityBus

• Set aside pre-tax income to pay for transit with eCash on Clipper

• Purchase SMART Eco-Passes using pre-tax income

Commute37 
rideshare

Bikeshare pilot to launch near SMART 

stations in Marin and Sonoma 

counties this year.

Rideshare
with 

Carma

EMPLOYER COMMUTE PROGRAM TOOLKIT
This toolkit for employers includes information on: 
• Why to consider offering a commute program, 

• What the steps to take when building an employee commute 
program, 

• What commuter benefits should be considered, 

• How to engage with employees around the program, including 
marketing and implementation, and 

• What resources are available to your organization as you move 
through this process.

• http://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Employer-
Commute-Program-Toolkit9.26.18.pdf

Carshare 
with 
Zipcar 
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SCTA has increased local government and workplace EV awareness, supported streamlined EV charging station 
permitting refined existing EV charging station siting analysis, updated EV Charging Guidelines and launched the 
online EV knowledge base.

EV CHARGING STATION GUIDELINES UPDATE

https://rcpa.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/FuelShift_InstallationGuideline_11-2018.pdf

https://ev101.helpscoutdocs.com/

ONLINE KNOWLEDGE BASE FOR COMMON EV QUESTIONS WITH 
SONOMA CLEAN POWER 

GHG REDUCING PROJECTS UNDERWAY



9Moving Forward 2050

Transit marketing and integrated branding

SCTA supports ongoing transit marketing programs through the County 
Transportation Fund for Clean Air (TFCA) program.

The Transit Integration and Efficiency Study (TIES) identifies opportunities for a 
coordinated marketing program with a greater impact for the three local bus 
service providers. These recommendations can be realized through the unified 
branding efforts overseen by the Future of Transit Ad Hoc.

GHG REDUCING PROJECTS UNDERWAY
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Bicycle and 
Pedestrian 

Projects

*All projects under $1M are combined into one project for each jurisdiction.

BICYCLE/PEDESTRIAN and TRANSIT PROJECTS

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN $M

Implementation of all projects* $859.91 

Example projects

Countywide Expansion of Micromobility $90 

SMART Pathway $40 

North Santa Rosa Station Area Bike/Ped 
Connector over Hwy 101 $24 

Southeast Greenway Multi-Use Path and 
Crossings $20 

Hwy 1 – 34 miles of class 2 bike lanes 
along the Sonoma coastline $18 

Hwy 128 – 24 miles of class 2 bike lanes 
from Napa to Mendocino $18 

TRANSIT $M

Transit Improvements Non-Capital – includes 
operating costs for service enhancement, first/last 
miles operations,  fare free programs, paratransit 
operations and more.

$4,220

Transit Capital Projects – new buses,  bus stops and 
shelters, SMART operations to Cloverdale, facilities
and maintenance

$876

ITS & New Technologies – traffic signal technology, 
fare payment tech and marketing $80 

Total ($M) $5,176 
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TRANSPORTATION AFFORDABILITY

Transportation investments and improvements that provide travel options that are less costly than private automobiles have the 
potential to lower travel costs and benefit vulnerable communities. 
Reducing the number of trips each household makes; shortening trip lengths; shifting travel to biking, walking, or transit; and 
encouraging more trip sharing could reduce travel costs to 15% of an average household budget -- down from 24% today.  
To reduce travel costs and make transportation more affordable for Sonoma County residents, SCTA should prioritize the following
actions:

• Implement trip reduction programs such as tele-working, car/van-pools, and marketing non-auto travel.

• Encourage shifts to public transit by improving the frequency and coverage of the transit system especially for trips over 5 miles in 
length.

• Encourage shifts to non-motorized travel modes, like biking and walking, by improving travel safety and comfort. Strategies include 
providing a low stress bicycle network, increasing pedestrian connectivity and improving design at transit trip origins and 
destinations. 

• Target shifts to non-auto modes for trips under 5 miles and market the value of such an approach.

• Subsidize electric and other climate friendly vehicles and charging for lower income households.

• Shorten trip lengths by encouraging city-centered growth and by providing cost appropriate housing closer to job centers.
Center for Neighborhood Technology, 2015 estimate.
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS

• Role of air travel in the plan.
• The CTP addresses surface transportation modes such as transit, rail, bikes and 

pedestrian projects and programs. The SCTA has no authority over aviation.

• Congestion on Hwy 101.
• HOV lanes on Highway 101 offer some congestion relief, especially to those who can 

carpool, or ride the bus. SCTA strives to offer transportation options to mitigate 
congestion, however, our analysis shows that increasing growth in population and 
employment are likely to lead to more traffic. 

• Public engagement
• The SCTA is committed to addressing the community as a whole, including seniors and 

people living with disabilities. In addition to working directly with CBOs SCTA provided, 
webinar series on specific transportation topics, online surveys and public meetings in 
person in 2019. Please see appendices 1.1 and 1.2 for details.
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Transportation needs submitted total over $10 
billion for 30 years.

Revenue projections over same the 30-year time: 
$6.7 billion to maintain and improve the existing 
systems 

• $2.1 billion to keep the transit system 
running as it is today

• $1.4 billion to expand transit

$3.3 billion shortfall
• $1.5 billion in transit expansion and 
• $1.2 billion in road maintenance.

FUNDING CHALLENGES

Project Type $M
Transit Improvements — Non-Capital $4,220
Roadway Improvements (including 
maintenance) 

$2,914

Transit Capital Projects $876
Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities $846
Highway Improvements $785
Multimodal Streetscape Improvements $162
Intersection Improvements $123
ITS & New Technologies $80
Emission Reduction Technologies $6
Travel Demand Management $3
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Task Name June July August September

Advisory Committee 
Presentations

Draft CTP Presentation to 
SCTA/RCPA Board

Public Comment 

Board Approval

BOARD APPROVAL SEPTEMBER 13
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SCTA.CA.GOV/2050
Moving Forward 2050 Plan

info@scta.ca.gov

QUESTIONS?

Thank you
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