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Transit – Technical Advisory Committee 

MEETING AGENDA 

Please Note: The SCTA/RCPA Business Office is closed, and this meeting will be conducted entirely 
by teleconference pursuant to the provisions of the Governor’s Executive Orders N-29-20 and N-35-
20, suspending certain requirements of the Ralph M. Brown Act. T-TAC members will be 
teleconferencing into the T-TAC meeting. Members of the public who wish to listen to the T-TAC 
meeting may do so via the following Zoom link:  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82913209122?pwd=ckxncElHWGw4dDlYeHh6cjNzeHVNQT09 

Meeting ID: 829 1320 9122 
Passcode: 139588 

Instructions for Public Comment: Please submit any comments in writing to Drew Nichols at 
drew.nichols@scta.ca.gov by 5:00pm on September 7, 2021 (please identify the agenda item related 
to your comment and indicate whether your comment should be read aloud or only submitted for 
the record). 

September 8, 2021 – 10:00 a.m.  

Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
Meeting location: Zoom, information provided above 

ITEM 

1. Introductions

2. Approval of Meeting Notes: July 14, 2021 and August 11, 2021 – ACTION*

3. MTC Blue Ribbon Transit Recovery Task Force, Public Transit Transformation Action Plan – Discussion

4. Future of Transit Ad Hoc Update – Discussion

5. Transit Operator Updates – Discussion

6. Transit Electrification, CARB Low Carbon Fuel Standard program – Discussion

7. Transit Fares, Clipper START – Discussion

8. Other Business / Comments / Announcements

9. Adjourn – ACTION

*Materials attached 
**Materials to emailed out and posted ahead of meeting
 

The next SCTA/RCPA meeting will be held September 13, 2021 
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The next T-TAC meeting will be held October 13, 2021 
 
ACCOMMODATION FOR PERSONS LIVING WITH A DISABILITY: If you have a disability that requires the agenda materials to be in an alternate format or 
that requires an interpreter or other person to assist you while attending this meeting, please contact SCTA/RCPA at least 72 hours prior to the meeting 
to ensure arrangements for accommodation. SB 343 DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS: Materials related to an item on this agenda 
submitted to the Transit-Technical Advisory Committee after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the Sonoma 
County Transportation Authority office at 411 King Street, during normal business hours. Pagers, cellular telephones and all other communication 
devices should be turned off during the committee meeting to avoid electrical interference with the sound recording system. 

TO REDUCE GHG EMISSIONS: Please consider carpooling or taking transit to this meeting.  For more information check www.511.org, 
www.GoSonoma.org  
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The SCTA/RCPA Business Office is closed, and this meeting was conducted entirely by teleconference 
pursuant to the provisions of the Governor’s Executive Orders N-29-20 and N-35-20, suspending certain 

requirements of the Ralph M. Brown Act. 

TRANSIT TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES 

Meeting Notes of July 14, 2021 

ITEM 

1. Introductions

Meeting called to order by Dana Turréy at 10:00
a.m.

Committee Members: Shawn Sosa, Santa Rosa 
CityBus; Rachel Ede, Santa Rosa CityBus; Chris 
Bearden, SMART; Emily Betts, SMART; Jacob 
Brown, Golden Gate Transit; Robert Betts, Marin 
Transit; David Davenport, Golden Gate Transit; 
Jared Hall, Petaluma Transit. 

Guest: Steve Birdlebough, Sonoma County 
Transportation and Land Use Coalition; Collin 
Thoma, Disability Services & Legal Center.  

Staff: Dana Turrey; Chris Barney; Seana Gause; 
Drew Nichols. 

2. Approval of Meeting Notes: May 12th, 2021 –
ACTION*

The committee unanimously approved the May 12, 
2021 meetings notes as submitted via acclimation. 

3. Regional Funding

3.1. Measure M Project CAC presentations
status and schedule for FY 21/22 

Seana Gause announced the FY 21/22 Measure M 
project presentation schedule to the committee. 
The SCTA Citizen’s Advisory Committee has asked 
for an update from the transit operations over the 
past few years. This project presentation will be a 
regular occurrence once per year and all bus 
transit operators will be scheduled to present on 
the same day. 

The transit operators are scheduled to present to 
the CAC on September 27, 2021. 

3.2. TFCA/TDA3 Q4 Reports 

Dana Turrey explained the Q4 report to the 
committee.  There is a new column included in this 
report that shows the project start deadline. The 
guidance has stated that a project sponsor has 
until the following end of the calendar year to start 
the project. Given COVID-19 and project delays, 
there has been some modifications to the 
guidance and the policy was adjusted for FY 2019, 
20, 21 and 22 projects.  

These projects have until the end of the next fiscal 
year, or 24 months after the agreement was 
signed. 

4. Draft CTP presentation

Janet Spilman presented the draft Comprehensive 
Transportation Plan: Moving Forward 2050.  

The presentation can be found at the following 
link: https://scta.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2021/07/CTP-Presentation-
7_20_2021.pdf 

Steve Birdlebough asked how does the region look 
at long distance trips in terms of assigning 
responsibly to either the receiving county or the 
county of origin. 

Chris Barney responded he is not aware of any 
assigned boundaries and will discuss this with the 
regional bodies. 
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Ms. Spilman added that MTC does not look at this 
in the same fashion as SCTA.  MTC is more 
interested in GHG emissions from specific projects. 

Mr. Birdlebough commented that in the spring of 
this year, the goal post as far as when we reach 
carbon neutrality from 2050 to 2030.  

In a transit perspective, we need to look at 2030 as 
the date for when we get transit ramped up with 
more frequency and convenience for the users.  

5. Future of Transit Ad Hoc update 

The Future of Transit Ad Hoc committee met last 
week and heard an update on Phase 1 of the work 
plan tasks, as well as heard a presentation from 
NVTA Vine on their on-demand micro transit 
project. 

The Ad Hoc also discussed the Blue-Ribbon Transit 
Recovery Task Force work.  

6. MTC Blue Ribbon Transit Recovery Task 
Force, Public Transit Transformation Action 
Plan 

Dana Turrey announced the next meeting will be 
held on July 26.  The group will hear an update on 
network management and will act on the 
Transformation Action Plan.  

7. MTC Bus Transit Priority/Transit 
Performance Initiative, Initial Assessment 

The memo from MTC on the bus transit 
priority/transit performance initiative was 
provided in the agenda packet and brought to 
committee to discuss if there is anything relevant.  

8. Transit Operator updates – Discussion 

Golden Gate Transit 

David Davenport reported free service was offered 
from July 3-5 for Golden Gate- Transit and Ferry. 
There was good turnout with the busses running 
85% of July 4, 2019 figures; ferry service did very 
well also. Golden Gate Transit carried 

approximately 3,000 passengers on bus, and about 
1,300 passengers on the ferries on July 9. 

Mr. Davenport reported on fare updates and on the 
reintroduction of commute service.  

Furthermore, Mr. Davenport announced the 
Golden Gate Transit Board of Directors will discuss 
the Title VI implications due to the service 
reductions. There are no implications, however 
staff will ask the Board of Directors to adopt a Title 
6 analysis that shows the service suspension did 
not have disproportionate impact to the 
communities of concern. 

Petaluma Transit  

Jared Hall reported on summer school service, and 
upcoming work with Petaluma City Schools on the 
regular tripper service for when school returns to 
session.  

Staff are also wrapping up the Public 
Transportation Agency Safety Plan (PTASP) and 
are doing additional outreach to students during 
school orientation.  

Santa Rosa CityBus 

Shawn Sosa reported the total ridership in FY 21 is 
766,919, about 47% over FY20; however, ridership 
remains 57% pre-COVID levels (FY2019). 

Mr. Sosa reported the youth program was initiated 
on July 6 and is available for TK through grade 12 
youth.  

The contract for installation of electric chargers at 
the transit facility was signed and are sought to be 
installed by the end of the calendar year. 

SMART 

Emily Betts reported ridership is slowly returning, 
remaining down 78% overall from FY 20 and FY 21. 
June ridership was up 47% over May. 

SMART has also started running Saturday service 
with ridership doing well. There was one Sunday 

4



service in conjunction with Golden gate Transit for 
the 4th of July weekend; however, due to an 
absence of staff, SMART is unable to provide 
ongoing Sunday service at this time.  

 Marin Transit 

Robert Betts reported on the triennial work and 
also reported Marin Transit is in the end stages of 
the Marin Access RFP. Paratransit and mobility 
management programs will be merged into one 
single contract - there are currently three different 
contracts.  

Regarding service, Marin Transit is back to running 
full service, including Muir Woods service, and are 
focusing on preparation for local school service.  

Mr. Betts commented on a challenge with school 
bell times and the availability of busses. 

9. Transit Fares, including Clipper START 

Dana Turrey spoke on the questions from the SCTA 
Board of Directors on the usage of this program, 
noting that it has been a slow uptake in Sonoma 
County.  

Emily Betts added that less than 1% of riders (55 
passengers) on SMART use the program. 

Shawn Sosa added Petaluma Transit had 10 
transactions, and Santa Rosa CityBus had 74.  

10. Other Business / Comments / 
Announcements 

N/A  

11. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 11:13am. 
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The SCTA/RCPA Business Office is closed, and this meeting was conducted entirely by teleconference 
pursuant to the provisions of the Governor’s Executive Orders N-29-20 and N-35-20, suspending certain 

requirements of the Ralph M. Brown Act. 

TRANSIT TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES 

Meeting Notes of August 11, 2021 

The recording of the entire Transit-Technical Advisory Committee meeting can be view by clicking this link. 

ITEM 

1. Introductions

Meeting called to order by Dana Turréy at 10:00
a.m.

Committee Members: Shawn Sosa, Santa Rosa 
CityBus; Chris Bearden, SMART; Emily Betts, 
SMART; Bryan Albee, Sonoma County Transit; 
Jacob Brown, Golden Gate Transit; Robert Betts, 
Marin Transit; David Davenport, Golden Gate 
Transit;  

Guest: Steve Birdlebough, Sonoma County 
Transportation and Land Use Coalition; Orlando 
Ramirez, Caltrans; Collin Thoma, Disability 
Services & Legal Center.  

Staff: Dana Turrey; Chris Barney; Drew Nichols. 

2. Approval of Meeting Notes: July 14th, 2021 –
ACTION*

No action was taken due to an absence of a 
quorum. 

3. Transit Mapping

Chris Barney presented on the transit mapping 
work for all agencies to have one centralized area 
for data.  

This item can be viewed at 3:00 on the video 
recording.  

4. Transportation Funding Opportunities

Dana Turrey requested a change in the agenda 
order. This item will be discussed after Item 6.  

This item can be viewed at 32:10 

Ms. Turrey presented to the committee on the 
upcoming transportation funding opportunities. 
This was brought the SCTA Board of Directors to 
prepare for large upcoming funding opportunities 

The presentation can be accessed at the following 
link: https://scta.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2021/06/4.2-
FundingOpportunites-Final.pdf 

5. MTC Blue Ribbon Transit Recovery Task
Force, Public Transit Transformation Action
Plan

Dana Turrey provided an update on the Blue-
Ribbon Task Force effort. This item can be viewed 
at 12:15 on the video recording.  

6. Transit Operator updates – Discussion

Golden Gate Transit, Marin Transit, Santa Rosa 
CityBus, SMART, and Sonoma County Transit each 
provided an update. These updates can be viewed 
starting at 15:45 on the video recording.  
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7. Transit Fares, including Clipper START 

N/A  

8. Other Business / Comments / 
Announcements 

Steve Birdlebough commented on the shortage of 
rental cars and wondered about a shuttle service 
that would take visitors to hotels, visitor centers, 
etc. from the Sonoma County Airport. 

This item can be viewed at 55:30 on the video 
recording. 

9. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 11:06 am. 
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