Planning Advisory Committee
Thursday, October 21, 2021 – 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
PLEASE NOTE: The SCTA/RCPA Business Office is closed, and this meeting will be conducted entirely by
teleconference pursuant to the provisions of Assembly Bill 361 (Rivas, 2021), amending certain requirements of the
Ralph M. Brown Act.
PAC Members will be video-conferencing into the PAC Meeting via Zoom. Members of the public who wish to listen to
the meeting may do so via the following platform:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82640898485?pwd=WlBzZjRLR0hsMkQ3OXhsOGt1TWhadz09
Meeting ID: 826 4089 8485
Passcode: 039206
Phone: (669) 900-9128
PUBLIC COMMENT: Public comment on specific agenda items will be allowed during the meeting via Zoom
Meeting by using the raise hand function or for phone-in participants by pressing *9.
ITEM
1. Introductions
2. Administrative
a. Approval of the agenda – changes, additional discussion items- (ACTION)
b. Review Meeting Notes August 19, 2021* – (ACTION)

3. VMT Mitigation and Reduction Calculator - update and next steps – DISCUSSION
4. PDA Investment and Growth Strategy Update
5. RHNA/PBA 2050 EIR update
6. RCPA Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy - implementation priorities and process to engage
planning staff* - DISCUSSION
7. Standing Updates (DISCUSSION)
a. Member updates
b. SCTA Board Agenda and Planning Activities*
c.

Housing Element/ Napa Sonoma Collaborative

8. Public Comment
9. Adjourn -(ACTION)
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*Attachment

The next SCTA meeting will be November 8, 2021
The next PAC meeting will be December 16, 2021
DISABLED ACCOMMODATION: If you have a disability that requires the agenda materials to be in an alternate
format or that requires an interpreter or other person to assist you while attending this meeting, please contact
SCTA/RCPA at least 72 hours prior to the meeting to ensure arrangements for accommodation.
SB 343 DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS: Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted
to the Planning Advisory Committee after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in
the Sonoma County Transportation Authority office at 411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95404, during normal
business hours.
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PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES
Meeting Notes of August 19, 2021
The recording of the Planning Advisory Committee meeting can be accessed by clicking this link.
ITEM
1. Introductions

3. VMT Calculator

Meeting called to order at 9:02 a.m. by Brian Oh.

This item begins at 4:50.

Committee Members: Brian Oh, Chair, Permit
Sonoma; Amy Lyle, City of Santa Rosa; Jeff
Beiswenger, City of Rohnert Park; Noah Housh,
City of Cotati; JP Harries, City of Cotati; Jessica
Jones, Town of Windsor; Ada Chan, MTC/ABAG;
Rafael Miranda, City of Cloverdale; Kevin
Thompson, City of Cloverdale; Scott Duiven, City of
Healdsburg; Emily Betts, SMART; Kari Svanstrom,
City of Sebastopol; Kim Jordan, Town of Windsor;
Kim Vogue, Town of Windsor; Scott Orr, County of
Sonoma.

Chris Barney provided an update on the VMT
calculator and the related tools that are under
development and being used.

Guests: Orland Ramirez, Caltrans; Steve
Birdlebough, Sonoma County Transportation and
Land Use Coalition.
Staff: Janet Spilman; Suzanne Smith; Drew
Nichols; Dana Turrey; Chris Barney.
2. Administrative
2.1. Approval of the agenda

The three options for a similar tool to be used in
Sonoma County were presented to the committee:
1. Chris Barney at SCTA develop the tool;
2. Consultant support and expertise, with
local support from the jurisdictions; and
3. Web based tool similar to Santa Clara
(VTA).
Chris Barney requested feedback from the
committee on the options.
Comments and questions were received from
Brian Oh, Ada Chan, Noah Housh, Kari Svanstrom,
Kim Vogue, Amy Lyle, Scott Orr, Scott Duiven, and
Jessica Jones.
Steve Birdlebough provided public comment.

This item begins at 3:22.

4. Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP)

The committee unanimously approved the agenda
with changes to the order of agenda items.
Members updates will be discussed as Item 6.

This item begins at 26:09.

2.2. Review meeting notes from June 17,
2021
This item begins at 4:27.
The June 17, 2021 minutes were approved
unanimously by acclimation.

Janet Spilman spoke on the updates made to the
draft CTP. The Final CTP will be taken to the Board
of Directors for their approval in September.
Comments and questions were received from
Noah Housh and Brian Oh; Steve Birdlebough
provided Public Comment.
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5. Standing Updates
5.1. Member updates
This item begins at 41:43.
The committee heard updates from Kevin
Thompson (City of Cloverdale), Jessica Jones
(Town of Windsor), Amy Lyle (City of Santa Rosa),
Ada Chan (MTC/ABAG), and Jeff Beiswenger (City of
Rohnert Park).
5.2. SCTA Board Agenda and Planning
Activities
This item begins at 39:20.
The SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors will meet on
September 13, 2021.
5.3. Regional Housing Needs Allocation
This item begins at 39:50.
Ada Chan announced that 28 appeals were
submitted.
6. Pending Development Database
This item begins at 37:28.
Chris Barney briefly updated the committee on the
pending development database. The SCTA Board
of Directors will be presented with the results of
the database at the September meeting.
7. Public Comment
N/A
8. Adjourn
The committee adjourned at 10:10 a.m.
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Staff Report
To:

SCTA Planning Advisory Committee

Meeting Date:

10/21/21

From:

Tanya Narath, Director of Climate Programs

Item Number:

6.0

Subject:

RCPA Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy - implementation priorities and
process to engage planning staff
Consent Item: ☐

Regular Item: ☒

Action Item: ☒

Report: ☐

Issue
What is the best method for RCPA to work with jurisdictional planning staff to develop and implement policies
recommended in the Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy? What policies should RCPA prioritize for
development of model resolutions and ordinances over the next 12-18 months? What should be the role (if at
all) of the Planning Advisory Committee in coordinating these efforts across jurisdictions?

Recommendation
Provide input on policy priorities and role of PAC in coordinating climate policy efforts across jurisdictions.

Advisory Committee Recommendation
N/A

Alternatives Considered
N/A

Executive Summary
The RCPA Board adopted the Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy in March 2021. RCPA is working on
implementation plans for the strategies identified as Board priorities. RCPA requests feedback from the PAC
on where it should focus its policy development efforts and how best to coordinate this work across
jurisdictions. RCPA wants to align its policy work with the priorities of local jurisdictions and utilize existing
coordination mechanisms like the PAC where feasible.

Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals
The Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy is the framework that RCPA will use to coordinate countywide
climate action over the next ten years. The Strategy sets a target of carbon neutrality by 2030, and outlines 13
countywide strategies focused on high impact measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increase
carbon sequestration to meet this goal. RCPA’s role in implementing the Sonoma Climate Mobilization
strategy is to coordinate with local jurisdictions and partner agencies to assist with policy development and
implementation for those areas that provide the greatest impact to reducing emissions.

Financial Implications
Is there a fiscal impact?

Yes ☐

No ☐ N/A ☒
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Is there funding in the current budget?

Yes ☐

No ☐

N/A ☒

The funding source(s) to be used are:

Background
The RCPA Board adopted the Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy in March 2021. RCPA is working on
implementation plans for the strategies identified as Board priorities. RCPA requests feedback from the PAC
on where it should focus its policy development efforts and how best to coordinate this work across
jurisdictions. RCPA wants to align its policy work with the priorities of local jurisdictions and utilize existing
coordination mechanisms like the PAC where feasible.
Implementation Priorities
RCPA has created a list of potential PAC discussion items (see attachment) and from this list has identified
several potential priorities for policy development based on feedback from its Board, members, and partners:
•

All electric reach codes

•

Policies to advance energy efficiency and electrification of existing buildings (e.g., benchmarking,
building performance standards)

•

Policies to support installation of EV charging stations (e.g., EV ready reach codes)

RCPA requests feedback from the PAC to help prioritize which policy areas RCPA should focus on over the next
12-18 months.
Existing Coordination Meetings
RCPA currently hosts one countywide coordination meeting, the RCPA Members and Partners meeting, which
occurs bi-monthly and is attended by representatives from RCPA member jurisdictions and partner agencies.
The purpose of these meetings is to provide updates on activities related to the Sonoma Climate Mobilization
Strategy, create a forum for sharing information across agencies, and gather inputs from members on RCPA
programs and priorities.
In addition to the members and partners meeting, RCPA schedules working group meetings as needed with
interested members and partners to focus on specific topics of interest. For example, it recently convened a
meeting with planning staff from several jurisdictions to discuss how best to support the adoption of new gas
station bans.
Finally, BayREN coordinates a regular meeting focused on building codes and standards. Representatives
from all nine Bay Area counties participate in these meetings. Sonoma County is represented by staff from the
Energy and Sustainability Division, and staff from all jurisdictions are welcome and encouraged to attend.
To advance policy development for the Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy, RCPA is considering whether it
would be more effective to convene working groups around specific topic areas like building decarbonization
or convene a regular meeting with planning staff from all jurisdictions to discuss policies from all priority
strategies. RCPA requests feedback from the PAC on how it can most effectively engage planning staff and the
PAC in working on the priority policies.

Supporting Documents
Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy
Potential SCTA Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) Discussion Items
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Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection Authority
2030 Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy

Potential SCTA Planning Advisory
Committee (PAC) Discussion Items
Last updated 2021-10-14
Below is a list of potential discussion items for the SCTA Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) to consider in
support of implementing the Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy.
A1: Decarbonization - Building Energy

Topics / Notes

●

●

Objective 1.1: Develop a date-certain, funded, and phased
retrofit requirement for existing buildings to transition to allelectric and improve their overall energy efficiency:
○ 1.1a) Adopt a requirement to retrofit 25 percent of all
residential and commercial buildings to enhance energy
efficiency and convert to all-electric by 2030 and the
remaining 75 percent by 2050.
○ 1.1b) Adopt a requirement to retrofit all municipal
buildings to enhance energy efficiency and convert to allelectric by 2030.

●

●

●
●

●

Objective 1.2: Require new buildings to be all-electric:
○ 1.2a) Advocate for and work with the State of California to
accelerate electrification through California Energy Code
updates in 2022 and 2025.
○ 1.2b) Ban natural gas and propane for all new construction
in Sonoma County.

●
●

Objective 1.3: Integrate equity into building electrification
plans:
○ 1.3a) Require equity impact assessments to be completed
for all electrification policies.

●

A2: Decarbonization - Transportation
●

●
●

Energy efficiency improvements
and transition of existing
residential buildings to be allelectric
Energy efficiency improvements
and transition of existing
commercial buildings to be allelectric
Energy efficiency improvements
and transition of existing
municipal buildings to be allelectric
Building performance standards
All-electric reach codes
California Energy Code updates in
2022
California Energy Code updates in
2025
Natural gas bans for new
construction
Equity Impact Assessment
requirements

Topics / Notes

Objective 4.1: Work with regional partners and local businesses ●
to develop over 10,000 public and workplace charging stations ●
●
in Sonoma County by 2027, emphasizing the installation of
charging stations in rental properties in frontline communities.

EV Ready Community resolution
EV ready reach codes
Policies to support installation of
Level 2 charging stations for
existing buildings
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●

Objective 4.2: Develop a package of local ordinances and other
actions to address remaining permitting barriers for installing
charging equipment, while also limiting permitting of new
fossil fuel infrastructure.

A3: Decarbonization - Solid Waste
●

●
●

Permit streamlining for electric
vehicle charging equipment
Limiting permitting of new fossil
fuel infrastructure (such as new
gas stations)

Topics / Notes

Objective 6.2: Adopt a countywide construction and demolition ●
ordinance that requires contractors to meet recycling goals
beyond CALGreen, including a requirement for tracking and
●
reporting construction waste disposal.

Countywide construction and
demolition ordinance
Tracking and reporting of
construction waste disposal

B: Carbon Sequestration and Ecosystem Services

Topics / Notes

●

Objective 7.3: Work with Permit Sonoma to implement existing
and develop new land use policies (e.g., Sonoma County
General Plan, Williamson Act, etc.) that result in measurable
carbon sequestration.

●

Land use policies that result in
measurable carbon sequestration

●

Objective 8.2: Increase our urban forest cover starting with
communities impacted by recent fires and in frontline
communities.

●
●

Urban forest cover requirements
Tree protection ordinances

C: Resilience and Adaptation

Topics / Notes

●

●

●

Objective 11.2: Support inclusion of climate adaptation and
resiliency strategies in safety elements of local general plans.
Objective 11.3: Implement priority recommendations from the
Urban Land Institute (ULI) Resilience Advisory Services Panel,
which will assess Sonoma County land use, development, and
local energy grid strategies in relation to community
preparedness and wildfire and economic resilience.

●

Safety elements of local General
Plans
Policy recommendations from ULI
Report

D: Equity and Community Engagement

Topics / Notes

●

Objective 13.2: Work with community-based organizations and
local jurisdictions to develop and implement an equity impact
assessment process and evaluation tools to understand the
impacts of proposed climate policies and programs on
frontline communities.

●

Equity impact assessment process
to understand the impacts of
proposed climate policies and
programs

●

Objective 13.3: Develop a checklist collectively with specific
criteria and requirements for staff reports that require local
Councils and Boards to consider how each policy and planning
decision will or will not advance climate goals of
decarbonization, carbon sequestration, climate adaptation,
community resilience, and social equity.

●

Checklist for local Councils and
Boards to consider how each
policy and planning decision will
or will not advance climate goals
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Staff Report
Issue
To:

SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors

Meeting Date:

10/11/21

From:

Janet Spilman, Director of Planning

Item Number:

5.4.2

Subject:

Planning Activities Report
Consent Item: ☐

Regular Item: ☒

Action Item: ☐

Report: ☒

Recommendation
Information only

Advisory Committee Recommendation
Not applicable to this item.

Alternatives Considered
Not applicable to this item.

Executive Summary
Update on activities of planning staff that are not on the regular agenda.

Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals
Not applicable to this item.

Financial Implications
Is there a fiscal impact?

Yes ☐

No ☒

Is there funding in the current budget?

Yes ☐

No ☐

The funding source(s) to be used are:

Background
DATA MANAGEMENT AND FORECASTING
•

Modeling and analysis support – Project level modeling and data support has been completed for projects
in unincorporated Sonoma County. Staff and travel modeling on-call consultants continue to make reporting
and efficiency improvements to the Sonoma County Travel Model.

•

Senate Bill 743 implementation – Senate Bill 743 requires that vehicle miles traveled (VMT) be used to
estimate transportation related environmental impacts under CEQA. SCTA is supporting local planning and
engineering staff as they implement SB 743/VMT estimation requirements. Staff are currently working with
local agencies to fund and develop a VMT Reduction and Mitigation Calculator. Details on this effort are
available in materials for item 3.5 in this agenda. In July and August, staff provided support with VMT
implementation for projects in Petaluma, Santa Rosa, and in unincorporated Sonoma County.
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•

Vision Zero Sonoma County Data Dashboard – SCTA staff continue to provide data and administrative
support for the countywide Vision Zero project. Sonoma county DHS staff are working on developing the
Countywide Vision Zero Action Plan and have procured consultant support to assist with public outreach and
messaging. The data dashboard and narrative story map are available online: Sonoma County Vision Zero

Data Dashboard (arcgis.com)
•

Data Analysis and Mapping – SCTA staff assisted the City of Cotati with bicycle and pedestrian mapping and
updated maps local agencies are using to prepare project applications for the 2021 SCTA Funding Program
Call for Projects. SCTA staff is participating in the Sonoma County geospatial strategy update effort.

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT – MOBILITY INITIATIVES
•

Safe Routes to School – During the months of September, the Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition (SCBC),
consultant for the program, continued meeting with each comprehensive partner school to review and plan
programming for the 2021-22 school year. Visiting education services have begun, with bike or pedestrian
safety lessons taking place with 3rd, 4th or 5th graders at 13 sites during the month of September. Sites were
visited in Petaluma, Santa Rosa, and Rohnert Park. Staff have also met with the 11 of the 12 sites scheduled
for October 4th Grade Bicycle Rodeos to plan for and coordinate their events. In addition to our school-based
education program, staff continued with community Kid/Family “Learn to Ride” lessons on 9/8 in Windsor,
9/15 in Petaluma, and 9/22 in Santa Rosa, and held two Teen Bicycle Rides in partnership with CHops Teen
Club on 9/2 and 9/16. Finally, SCBC held a Family Bicycle Workshop at Spring Lake Regional Park on Saturday
9/18.
On the active transportation encouragement front, the theme “Walk & Roll to School – and Anywhere” for
September is “Map Your Route to School,” with a corresponding Challenge that was released to schools in
mid-August. Partner schools have been promoting the Map Challenge, with support from SRTS staff
(including sharing our Promotional Video, visiting classrooms via zoom, and more), and mapping entries are
due by Monday, October 4th. The SRTS/SCBC team has also received confirmation of all schools who will be
participating in October’s International Walk & Roll to School Day event, and organized and delivered
promotional items (posters, stickers, and pencils) to the 45 participating schools during the month of
September. SRTS staff obtained sponsorships for prizes from Copperfield’s Bookstore.
Finally, during the month of September, SRTS staff have been supporting partner schools in conducting Fall
student arrival/departure tallies to evaluate how many students are walking, bicycling, carpooling, bussing,
or traveling in single family cars to/from school. In addition, staff are in the process of collecting school
documentation including teacher and enrollment lists and student addresses that they will later use to create
GIS student location maps.

•

Regional Bike Share Pilot Program – Staff has continued coordination with Bolt, participating agencies, and
various properties and stakeholders to refine bike share hub locations, permitting requirements, and
sponsorship interest. The Petaluma City Council approved operations of the program and gave authority to
sign coordination and permitting agreements. Staff held a working group meeting in late September to
discuss the status and next steps in the planning phase. www.scta.ca.gov/bikeshare

•

Emergency Ride Home Program – Staff continues to manage the program and plan for integration with the
Ride Amigos platform. The Emergency Ride Home program will reimburse rides home in cases of qualifying
emergencies for anyone who works in Sonoma County and gets to work using a shared or active
transportation option, such as carpooling, vanpooling, public transit, bicycling, or walking. Program rules,
restrictions, and reimbursement forms are available online. scta.ca.gov/ERH

•

Commute 37 (State Route 37 Trip Reduction Program) – Staff met with the county transportation
authorities in Solano, Napa, and Marin on ongoing planning for the ride share program with incentives and
marketing for State Route 37 commuters. Staff continued to work with Ride Amigos to customize the trip
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planning and incentive online and mobile platform for the Commute 27 ride share pilot. The Commute 37
team presented to the State Route 37 Executive Steering Committee on the pilot project.
ADMINISTRATION OF ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION FUNDING
•

Transportation Development Act, Article 3 (TDA3) –Staff continues to track project expenditures, fund
revenues, and develop quarterly reports. http://scta.ca.gov/projects/funding/

•

Transportation for Clean Air Fund, County Program Manager (TFCA, CPM) – Staff continues to track
project expenditures, fund revenues, program policies, develop quarterly reports, and track routing of fund
transfer agreements for the FY21-22 program. http://scta.ca.gov/projects/funding/

COORDINATION & OUTREACH
Local Activities
•

Transit Integration – refined scope of work and coordinated with local bus operators and MTC on Phase 2
funding for the Transit Integration program developed through the Future of Transit Ad Hoc Committee

•

Spare the Air Resources Team meeting with local and regional agencies, non-profit advocacy groups, and
citizens

•

Area Agency on Aging, Transportation and Mobility Committee

Regional Coordination
•

MTC/ABAG committees: Regional Modeling Working Group, Transit Finance Working Group, Active
Transportation Working Group, Transportation Demand Management Working Group, Blue Ribbon Transit
Recovery Task Force

•

Bay Area Trails Collaborative

•

Bay Area Air Quality Management District Transportation Fund for Clean Air Working Group

•

CTA Planners meeting

•

Bay Area County Transportation Authority meeting

•

Regional and Statewide SB 743 Implementation Working Groups

•

Regional Vision Zero and Regional Safety Data System Technical Advisory Committee

Supporting Documents
None
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