Planning Advisory Committee
Thursday, June 16, 2022 – 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
PLEASE NOTE: In accordance with Assembly Bill 361, Governor Newsom’s March 4, 2020 State of Emergency due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, Sonoma County Public Health Officer’s Recommendation for Teleconferenced Meetings, and
the Sonoma County Transportation Authority/Regional Climate Protection Authority Resolution 2022-001, this
meeting will be conducted by teleconference.
PAC Members will be video-conferencing into the meeting via Zoom. Members of the public who wish to
watch/listen to and participate in the Board of Directors meeting may do so via the following platform:

ITEM

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82776590042?pwd=akdURzREcmN2bERtY1BVTVMvY1NDZz09
Meeting ID: 827 7659 0042
Passcode: 550703

1. Introductions
2. Administrative
a. Approval of Meeting Notes: April 21, 2022* – DISCUSSION / ACTION
b. Brown Act discussion
3. RCPA Discussion
a. California Air Resources Board Draft 2022 Scoping Plan analysis and proposed comments*
b. Tree Protection ordinances
4. SB 743 Implementation/VMT - DISCUSSION
a. Status Report on VMT Reduction Calculator Project
b. MTC SB 743 Training - June 21, 1-3pm
5. Sonoma County Travel Model – Countywide Pending Development and Permitted Projects Database (2022
Update) - Reminder please provide feedback by June 17.
6. SCTA policy clarification – Vision Zero
7. Standing Updates (DISCUSSION)
a. Member updates
b. Housing Element, timing of submittal to HCD
c. SB 9 – follow-up (Storer)
d. SCTA Board*
8. Public Comment
9. Adjourn -(ACTION)

*Attachment
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The next SCTA meeting will be July 11, 2022
The next PAC meeting will be August 18, 2022
DISABLED ACCOMMODATION: If you have a disability that requires the agenda materials to be in an alternate format or that requires an
interpreter or other person to assist you while attending this meeting, please contact SCTA/RCPA at least 72 hours prior to the meeting to
ensure arrangements for accommodation.
SB 343 DOCUMENTS RELATED TO OPEN SESSION AGENDAS: Materials related to an item on this agenda submitted to the Planning Advisory
Committee after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the Sonoma County Transportation Authority office
at 411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95404, during normal business hours.
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PLANNING ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES
Meeting Notes of April 21, 2022
The recording of the Planning Advisory Committee meeting can be accessed by clicking this link.
ITEM
1. Introductions
Meeting called to order at 9:03 a.m. by Brian Oh.
Committee Members: Brian Oh, Chair, Permit
Sonoma; Jeff Beiswenger, City of Rohnert Park;
Jessica Jones, City of Santa Rosa; Nancy Adams,
City of Santa Rosa; Ada Chan, MTC/ABAG; Rafael
Miranda, City of Cloverdale; Chris Bearden, SMART;
Kari Svanstrom, City of Sebastopol; Kim Jordan,
Town of Windsor; Patrick Streeter, Town of
Windsor; Amy Lyle, City of Santa Rosa; Scott
Duiven, City of Healdsburg; Heather Hines, City of
Petaluma.
Guests: Tom Conlon; Steve Birdlebough, Sonoma
County Transportation and Land Use Coalition;
Jane Riley, 4Leaf/Napa-Sonoma Collaborative.
Staff: Dana Turrey; Chris Barney; Tanya Narath; BC
Capps; Drew Nichols; Ross Clendenen.
2. Administrative
a. Approval of the meeting notes: February
17, 2022
This item begins at 3:57 on the video recording.
Jeff Beiswenger moved to approve the February
17, 2022 meeting notes as presented, Amy Lyle
seconded.
The committee unanimously approved the
agenda.
3. RCPA Discussion on Building Energy Reach
Codes: Pathway Options, Existing Resources,
Next Steps
This item begins at 5:52 on the video recording.

BC Capps presented to the committee an update
on the Building Energy Read Code and options for
local jurisdictions. The presentation can be viewed
at the following link: https://scta.ca.gov/wpcontent/uploads/2022/06/3a-RCPA-Discussion-onBuilding-Energy-Reach-Codes-2022-04-21.pdf
Staff received questions and comments from
Heather Hines and Scott Duiven on the topics of EV
charging and on ordinances that can be
defensible.
4. SB 743 Implementation/VMT – Recommended
VMT Reducing Strategies
This item begins at 22:40 on the video recording.
Chris Barney presented to the committee on the
SB 743 implementation, noting that MTC will be
providing VMT implementation support over the
next coming year. A consulting team will be
leading a series of meetings in each county to give
greater details on the implementation.
Mr. Barney asked if there is interest to have an
informative meeting on this topic after a PAC
meeting in the future.
The committee discussed options for this meeting
with the consulting team on VMT implementation.
5. Sonoma County Travel Model - Countywide
Pending Development and Permitted Projects
Database
This item begins at 32:07 on the video recording.
Chris Barney provided an update to the permitted
and pending development and land use database.
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The presentation was included with the agenda
packet.
Staff received comments/questions from Ada
Chan, Chair Oh, Heather Hines, Kari Svanstrom,
and Jeff Beiswenger on pending development in
their jurisdictions and the interaction within the
models.
This model is flexible to significant changes to land
use, such as if an existing, closed-down shopping
center is repurposed for another use.
Staff will send out reports to the committee for
their review of the pending development and can
also meet with jurisdictions staff individually to
discusses the data in more detail.

Steve Birdlebough asked the committee on
population estimates. Last year there was a
decline in population in each jurisdiction and is
curious about how to affects the predictions in the
planning process.
Chris Barney responded the state level forecasts
are showing flat/reduced population and this
trend is being watched by staff.
8. Adjourn
The committee adjourned at 10:19 a.m.

Furthermore, Mr. Barney updated the committee
on the Travel Model update, noting the base year
is updated to 2019, the General Plan Buildout
update, and lastly on the 2050 travel forecast.
6. Standing Updates
6.1. Standing updates
This item begins at 57:25 on the video recording.
The committee heard updates from Jane Riley
(Napa Sonoma Collaborative), Chair Oh (County of
Sonoma), Kari Svanstrom (City of Sebastopol), Jeff
Beiswenger (City of Rohnert Park), Patrick Streeter
(Town of Windsor), Jessica Jones (City of Santa
Rosa), Rafael Miranda (City of Cloverdale), and Ada
Chan (MTC/ABAG).
6.2. Housing Element/Napa Sonoma
Collaborative update
Discussed concurrently with Item 6.1.
6.3. SCTA Board
Discussed concurrently with Item 9.1.
7. Public Comment
This item begins at 1:14:28 on the video recording.
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Staff Report
To:

SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors

Meeting Date:

6/13/22

From:

Tanya Narath, Director of Climate Programs

Item Number:

4.2

Subject:

California Air Resources Board Draft 2022 Scoping Plan analysis and proposed
comments
Consent Item: ☐

Regular Item: ☒

Action Item: ☒

Report: ☐

Issue
What is the status of the California Air Resources Board (CARB) AB 32 Climate Change Draft 2022 Scoping Plan
Update (Draft Scoping Plan)? How does the Draft Scoping Plan support RCPA’s Sonoma Climate Mobilization
Strategy? Shall the RCPA Board authorize the Executive Director to submit a letter to CARB with comments on
the Draft Scoping Plan?

Recommendation
Provide direction to staff on comments to submit to CARB on the Draft Scoping Plan.

Advisory Committee Recommendation
None

Alternatives Considered
None

Executive Summary
On May 10, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) released the AB 32 Climate Change Draft 2022 Scoping
Plan Update (Draft Scoping Plan) and opened the public comment period. CARB will hold a public meeting on
June 23 to consider the Draft Scoping Plan, with final approval of the plan expected by the end of 2022. Once
approved, CARB will develop new regulations and amend existing regulations to implement the plan. These
regulations and the State policies and programs created to implement them are necessary for Sonoma
County to achieve its ambitious climate action goals.

Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals
For the first time, the Draft Scoping Plan evaluates scenarios to achieve carbon neutrality by 2035 or 2045 by
reducing GHG emissions and increasing sequestration on natural and working lands. CARB’s proposed
scenario achieves carbon neutrality by 2045 through the deployment of a broad portfolio of existing and
emerging fossil fuel alternatives and clean technologies, and adoption of land management activities that
prioritize restoration and enhancement of ecosystem functions to improve resilience to climate change
impacts, including more stable carbon stocks. The Draft Scoping Plan includes many actions that are aligned
with RCPA’s Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy, but does not define a pathway for California to achieve
carbon neutrality by 2030 which is the goal adopted by RCPA and six of its member jurisdictions.
411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 | 707.565.5373 | scta.ca.gov | rcpa.ca.gov
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Financial Implications
Is there a fiscal impact?

Yes ☐

No ☐ N/A ☒

Is there funding in the current budget?

Yes ☐

No ☐

N/A ☒

The funding source(s) to be used are:

Background
On May 10, the California Air Resources Board (CARB) released the AB 32 Climate Change Draft 2022 Scoping
Plan Update (Draft Scoping Plan) and opened the public comment period. CARB will hold a public meeting on
June 23 to consider the Draft Scoping Plan, with final approval of the plan expected by the end of 2022. Once
approved, CARB will develop new regulations and amend existing regulations to implement the plan. These
regulations and the State policies and programs created to implement them are necessary for Sonoma
County to achieve its ambitious climate action goals.
As required by AB 32, CARB developed the first Scoping Plan in 2008 and updates it every five years. The 2008
Scoping Plan used a portfolio approach of incentives, regulations, and carbon pricing to meet California’s
climate targets. CARB adopted the most recent update to the Scoping Plan in 2017. This update evaluated
progress toward the AB 32 goal of returning to 1990 levels of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 2020 and
provided a technologically feasible and cost-effective path to achieving the SB 32 target of reducing GHG
emissions by at least 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030.
2022 Draft Scoping Plan Overview
For the first time, the Draft Scoping Plan evaluates scenarios to achieve carbon neutrality by 2035 or 2045 by
reducing GHG emissions and increasing sequestration on natural and working lands. Previous scoping plans
focused only on reducing emissions from the AB 32 GHG Inventory sectors (transportation, energy, industrial).
The State’s current GHG reduction targets for 2020 and 2030 include only these sectors. The Draft Scoping
Plan includes a variety of strategies to remove and sequester carbon dioxide through nature based and
mechanical means. It also includes the use of carbon capture and storage technologies in several scenarios to
address emissions from large GHG-emitting facilities such as energy, manufacturing, or fuel production
facilities.
CARB’s proposed scenario achieves carbon neutrality by 2045 through the deployment of a broad portfolio of
existing and emerging fossil fuel alternatives and clean technologies, and adoption of land management
activities that prioritize restoration and enhancement of ecosystem functions to improve resilience to climate
change impacts, including more stable carbon stocks.
AB 32 GHG Inventory Sector Scenarios
For the AB 32 GHG Inventory sectors, CARB modeled four scenarios to determine the most viable approach to
meet the SB 32 target and reach carbon neutrality by 2045 or earlier:
•

Alternative 1: carbon neutrality by 2035, nearly complete phase-out of all combustion, limited
reliance on carbon capture and sequestration and engineered carbon removal, restricted applications
for biomass derived fuels
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•

Alternative 2: carbon neutrality by 2035 and aggressive deployment of a full suite of technology and
energy options, including engineered carbon removal

•

Alternative 3 (Proposed Scenario): carbon neutrality by 2045, deploy a broad portfolio of existing and
emerging fossil fuel alternatives and clean technologies, and align with statutes and Executive Orders

•

Alternative 4: carbon neutrality by 2045, deployment of a broad portfolio of existing and emerging
fossil fuel alternatives, slower deployment and adoption rates than the Proposed Scenario, and a
higher reliance on carbon dioxide removal

CARB evaluated each of the alternatives against the metrics shown in the table below:

Source: 2022 Draft Scoping Plan Update, https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/ab-32-climate-change-scopingplan/2022-scoping-plan-documents

Of the four AB 32 GHG Inventory sector alternatives, the Proposed Scenario has the lowest cost and economic
impact in 2045. However, it delivers fewer health benefits and does not reduce GHG or fossil fuel demand as
much as Alternatives 1 and 2, which aim for carbon neutrality by 2035.
Natural and Working Land Sector Scenarios
For the natural and working land (NWL) sectors, CARB performed extensive modeling to assess the carbon
sequestration potential and associated benefits of the following scenarios:
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•

NWL Alternative 1: Land management activities that prioritize short-term carbon stocks in our forests
and through increased climate smart agricultural practices on croplands.

•

NWL Alternative 2: Land management activities representative of California’s current commitments
and plans

•

NWL Alternative 3 (Proposed Scenario): Land management activities that prioritize restoration and
enhancement of ecosystem functions to improve resilience to climate change impacts, including
more stable carbon stocks

•

NWL Alternative 4: Land management activities that prioritize reducing wildfires in forests, shrub
lands, and grasslands

CARB found that the NWL Proposed Scenario provides the best balance of sequestration outcomes, GHG
emission reductions, increased pace and scale of climate action, costs and economic impacts,
implementation feasibility, and co-benefits of improved land management across the different types of
natural and working lands.
Alignment with Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy
The Draft Scoping Plan Proposed Scenario includes actions to reduce GHG emissions and increase natural
carbon sequestration that are aligned with and supportive of the Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy as
described in the table below.
Draft Scoping Plan Action

Sonoma Climate Mobilization Strategy

•

VMT per capita reduced 12% below 2019 levels
by 2030 and 22% below 2019 levels by 2045

•

Sonoma County Drive Less Campaign

•

100% of light duty vehicle sales are zero
emission vehicles (ZEV) by 2035

•

EV Access for All Partnership

•

100% of medium duty/heavy duty sales are ZEV
by 2040

•

100% of retail electricity sales are supplied by
renewable energy and zero-carbon resources by
2045

•

Carbon-free electricity

•

For new residential and commercial buildings,
all electric appliances beginning in 2026
(residential) and 2029 (commercial)

•

All-Electric Buildings Campaign

•

For existing residential buildings,

•

o

80% of appliance sales are electric by
2030 and 100% of appliance sales are
electric by 2035.

o

Appliances are replaced at end of life

For existing commercial buildings,
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o

80% of appliance sales are electric by
2030 and 100% of appliance sales are
electric by 2045

o

Appliances are replaced at end of life

•

Divert 75% of organic waste from landfills by
2025

•

Zero Waste by 2030

•

Natural and working lands: conserve 30% of the
State’s NWL’s and coastal waters by 2030

•

Protect existing carbon stocks

•

•

Forests and Shrublands: 2–2.5 million acres
treated statewide annually in forests,
shrublands/chaparral, and grasslands,
comprised of regionally specific management
strategies that include prescribed fire, thinning,
harvesting, and other management actions. No
land conversion of forests,
shrublands/chaparral, or grasslands.

Increase carbon stocks

•

Croplands: Implement climate smart practices
for annual and perennial crops on ~50,000 acres
annually. Land easements/ conservation on
annual crops at ~6,000 acres annually. Increase
organic agriculture to 20% of all cultivated acres
by 2045 (~65,000 acres annually).

•

Developed lands: Urban forestry investment
increase of 20% above current levels and utilize
tree watering that is 30% less sensitive to
drought. Establish defensible space that
accounts for property boundaries.

Recommendation
The Draft Scoping Plan provides important information for State policy makers to consider as they determine
how to accelerate the pace of action at the State level to address the climate crisis. Many of the actions
contained in the Draft Scoping Plan’s proposed scenarios for the AB 32 Inventory and natural and working
lands sectors will support Sonoma County’s progress toward its 2030 goal. However, CARB estimates that the
proposed scenarios will achieve carbon neutrality by 2045, fifteen years after Sonoma County’s 2030 goal. It is
important to note that the Draft Scoping Plan must address some sectors that are beyond the scope of
Sonoma County’s authority (e.g., oil and gas extraction, petroleum refining) and may be more challenging to
address than other sectors. However, given the scale of the climate crisis and the need to act boldly in this
decade, RCPA would like to see a Draft Scoping Plan that sets the State on a pathway to a more ambitious
carbon neutrality goal.
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To support Sonoma County’s 2030 goal and align more closely with the scientific imperative to accelerate
climate action in this decade, staff recommends that RCPA submit a comment letter that:
•

Acknowledges the extensive modeling and analysis included in the Draft Scoping Plan

•

Acknowledges the inclusion of sequestration on natural and working lands as an important addition
to the Draft Scoping Plan

•

Notes the alignment of many CARB recommendations with the Sonoma Climate Mobilization

•

Requests that CARB propose an alternative that achieves carbon neutrality no later than 2035

Supporting Documents
Draft 2022 Scoping Plan Update, https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2022-05/2022-draft-sp.pdf
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Staff Report
To:

SCTA/RCPA Board of Directors

Meeting Date:

6/13/22

From:

Janet Spilman, Director of Planning

Item Number:

5.4.3

Subject:

Planning Activities Report
Consent Item: ☐

Regular Item: ☒

Action Item: ☐

Report: ☒

Recommendation
Information only

Executive Summary
Update on activities of planning staff that are not on the regular agenda.

Policy Impacts / Nexus to Agency Goals
Not applicable to this item.

Financial Implications
Is there a fiscal impact?

Yes ☐

No ☒

Is there funding in the current budget?

Yes ☐

No ☐

The funding source(s) to be used are:

Background
DATA MANAGEMENT AND FORECASTING
•

Modeling and analysis support – Project level modeling and data support has been provided for projects in
unincorporated Sonoma County and in the cities of Rohnert Park and Healdsburg. Travel demand modeling
consultants and staff are working on travel model improvements that are increasing model functionality and
usability. These improvements are focused on improved model code, improving VMT estimation formulas and
reporting, and updating and improving the travel model front end interface.

•

Senate Bill 743 implementation – Senate Bill 743 requires that vehicle miles traveled (VMT) be used to
estimate transportation related environmental impacts under CEQA. SCTA is supporting local planning and
engineering staff as they implement SB 743/VMT estimation requirements. Local engineering and planning
staff are reviewing draft VMT reduction calculator that will available as local jurisdictions implement SB 743
and guide projects through the updated transportation analysis requirements associated with this statewide
requirement. Staff continue to participate in statewide and regional discussions regarding SB 743
implementation and VMT analysis. Over 130 local representatives participated in a regional SB 743
implementation working group in late May. Discussions focused on estimating effectiveness of VMT
411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 | 707.565.5373 | scta.ca.gov | rcpa.ca.gov

reductions, Caltrans SB 743 support and requirements, and emerging methods for implementing VMT
mitigation banks and exchanges.
•

Data Analysis and Mapping – SCTA staff provided routine mapping and data processing support for SCTA
and RCPA staff. Current work has focused on providing on road transportation activity data (VMT by speed
classification) for the most recent GHG inventory and estimating GHG impacts as part of the SCTA funding
program scoring process. Staff participated in trainings and seminars focused on data analysis and
programming methods, SB743 implementation, and emerging travel modes.

PLANNING
•

Caltrans Sustainable Communities Transportation Planning Grant – Staff met with Caltrans local
assistance to review conditions of the grant award, then prepared and submitted additional documentation
required.

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT – MOBILITY INITIATIVES
•

Safe Routes to School - During the month of April, the Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition (SCBC), consultant
for the program continued to implement education and encouragement activities countywide. Pedestrian
Safety Lessons took place with 2nd or 3rd graders at three schools in Petaluma, Rohnert Park and Windsor and
4th Grade Bike Basics lessons took place at four schools in in Santa Rosa, Windsor, and Rohnert Park. Two
middle school PE programs in Santa Rosa also worked with the SRTS team to implement our Virtual “Drive
Your Bike” lesson modules. Community Kid/Family “Learn to Ride” lessons continued in March with lessons
taking place on 4/6 in Petaluma, 4/13 in Santa Rosa, and 4/27 in Windsor. SCBC also held an in-person,
“Family Fun” ride at a school in Santa Rosa on 4/2, and a full, in person Family Bike Workshop in Santa Rosa
on 4/23. In addition, nine 4th Grade Bike Rodeos took place at schools in Sebastopol, Santa Rosa, Rohnert
Park, Petaluma, and Sonoma, and one middle-school Bike Club took place at a school in Petaluma. SCBC
continues to partner with the Bay Area Bikemobile, and their free Bike Repair van visited two schools in
Rohnert Park. The SRTS Team also did outreach at an Earth Day event at a school in Petaluma on 4/20.

On the active transportation encouragement front, the theme “Walk & Roll to School – and Anywhere” for
April was “Walk and Roll for the Earth” with a corresponding Green Earth Challenge that was released to
schools in mid-March. Partner schools promoted the Green Earth Challenge (and in most cases, a April Walk &
Roll to School Day), with support from SRTS staff, including sharing their promotional video, visiting
classrooms, etc), for a chance to win a $25.00 gift card to a local eatery of their choice.
Finally, during the month of April, SRTS Staff continued to coordinate and communicate re: the upcoming
May Countywide Bike to School Day event, for “priority” enrollment into the SRTS program for the 2022-23
school year, and to provide schools with forms and links to conduct Spring data collection during the month
of May.
•

Commute 37 (State Route 37 Trip Reduction Program) – The State Route 37 commuters program launched
on April 25, 2022. Staff promoted the Commute 37 rideshare incentive and marketing program through social
media and coordinated with team on radio ads and digital promotion. Staff continues to work closely with
the county transportation authorities in Solano, Napa, and Marin to monitor the program and integration of
the Ride Amigos platforms. The program includes marketing and incentives for State Route 37 carpools and
vanpools through the Ride Amigos platform for a six-month period. commute37.com/

•

Regional Bike Share Pilot Program – Staff has continued coordination with Bolt, participating agencies, and
various properties and stakeholders to on system planning and permitting. Bolt has submitted encroachment
permit applications or land use agreements for station siting to several of the jurisdictions/transit districts
participating in the project. Details are being finalized for submittal of permit applications or land use
agreements to the remaining jurisdictions and to private property partners. scta.ca.gov/bikeshare

•

Emergency Ride Home Program – Staff continues to manage and promote the program. The Emergency
Ride Home program will reimburse rides home in cases of qualifying emergencies for anyone who works in
Sonoma County and gets to work using a shared or active transportation option, such as carpooling,
vanpooling, public transit, bicycling, or walking. Program rules, restrictions, and reimbursement forms are
available online. GoSonoma.org/ERH

ADMINISTRATION OF ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION FUNDING
•

Transportation Development Act, Article 3 (TDA3) – Staff compiled and submitted the SCTA-approved
program of projects for FY22/23 to MTC. Staff continues to track project expenditures, fund revenues, and
develop quarterly reports. http://scta.ca.gov/projects/funding/

•

Transportation for Clean Air Fund, County Program Manager (TFCA, CPM) – Staff compiled and submitted
the SCTA-approved program of projects for FY22/23 to BAAQMD. Staff has been working on the semi-annual
audit with a firm contracted by BAAQMD. Staff prepared and submitted the bi-annual reporting to BAAQMD.
Staff continues to track project expenditures, fund revenues, program policies, develop quarterly reports.
http://scta.ca.gov/projects/funding/

COORDINATION & OUTREACH
Local Activities
•

Transit Integration – Staff continued coordination with local bus operators and the Future of Transit Ad Hoc
Committee on Phase 1 implementation and preparation for Phase 2 implementation. Recruitment for a
Transit Planner / Project Manager for Phase 2 implementation is underway. https://scta.ca.gov/aboutscta/working-with-scta/#toggle-id-2

•

Spare the Air Resources Team meeting with local and regional agencies, non-profit advocacy groups, and
citizens

Regional Coordination
•

MTC/ABAG committees: Regional Modeling Working Group, Transit Finance Working Group, Active
Transportation Working Group, Transportation Demand Management Working Group

•

Bay Area Trails Collaborative

•

Bay Area Air Quality Management District Transportation Fund for Clean Air Working Group

•

CTA Planners meeting

•

Bay Area County Transportation Authority meeting

•

Regional and Statewide SB 743 Implementation Working Groups

•

Regional Vision Zero and Regional Safety Data System Technical Advisory Committee

Supporting Documents
None

