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1 Project Background 
 
1.1 Introduction 
 
The Sonoma County Transportation Authority (SCTA), created in 1990, is governed by 
a twelve-member Board of Directors representing the ten local jurisdictions in the 
county – Cloverdale, Cotati, Healdsburg, Petaluma, Rohnert Park, Santa Rosa, 
Sebastopol, Sonoma, Windsor, and the County of Sonoma. The SCTA acts as the 
countywide transportation planning and funding agency and performs a variety of 
important functions such as advocacy, project management, planning, finance, grant 
administration, and research. The SCTA acts as a resource for Regional/State/Federa l 
Agencies by overseeing project delivery in partnership with the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission (MTC), Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).  
 
As part of a two-step Request for Qualifications (RFQ) and Request for Proposals 
(RFP) process, SCTA is soliciting Statements of Qualifications (SOQs) from 
consultants to provide Project Development Services (PDS) for the State Route (SR) 
37/121 Long Term Improvements Project Approval and Environmental Document 
(PA&ED) phase and PDS Services for the Lakeville Highway Corridor Improvements.    
 
The SR 37/121 Long Term Improvements Project will provide for a portion of the 
Resilient SR 37 Program by constructing an interchange at or near the existing 
intersection of SR 37/121, a railroad grade separation over the Sonoma Marin Area 
Rail Transit District (SMART) Brazos Branch line, and a new bridge over Tolay Creek 
at an elevation for projected sea level rise through the year 2130. The project will 
address operational, safety, and mobility improvements for all modes of 
transportation, as well as the long-term sea level rise and adaptation of SR 37.  
 
The Lakeville Highway Corridor Improvements Project will examine Lakeville Highway 
between the existing SR 37/Lakeville Highway intersection and Cougar Mountain Drive 
(Gate 9) to improve pavement condition, safety, multimodal mobility, and resilience to 
sea level rise. The initial scope for this project will be to prepare a scoping, feasibility , 
or Planning & Environmental Linkages (PEL) study to examine potential concepts and 
alternatives.  Close coordination with the SR 37/121 Long Term Improvements Project 
shall be required to determine whether this project will be delivered separately or 
combined with the SR 37/121 project during PA&ED or subsequent phases.  
 
Interested firms must submit an SOQ and be selected as qualified, in response to this 
RFQ, for consideration of eligibility to participate in subsequent RFP(s) for this Project.  
Firms intending to submit an SOQ should note the schedule contained in the attached 
document. It is the intention of SCTA, subject to Board approval, to have the selected 
Consultant(s) under contract by June 9, 2026. 
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1.2 RFQ Purpose 
 
The purpose of SCTA issuing this solicitation is to provide a short list of qualified firms 
eligible to participate in an RFP for provide Project Development Services (PDS) for 
the State Route (SR) 37/121 Long Term Improvements Project Approval and 
Environmental Document (PA&ED) phase and PDS Services for the Lakeville Highway 
Corridor Improvements. 
 
The study area of the SR 37/121 Long Term Improvements Project included in this 
procurement will extend from a to-be-determined location west of Lakeville Highway to 
a to-be-determined location east of the planned Tolay Creek Bridge in Sonoma County.  
The full project limits and ultimate design of the Project will need to consider planned 
restoration efforts for the Tolay Creek watershed in the Sonoma Creek Baylands; the 
implementation of SR 37 near-term projects, such as the Sears Point to Mare Island 
Improvement Project (SPMIIP);  planned tolling for the SR 37 Corridor; maintaining 
access to existing roads and properties; future projects needed to complete the full 
Resilient SR 37 Corridor; and the existing freight and potential passenger rail corridor 
connecting Sonoma/Marin to Napa/Solano counties. The study will need to consider 
both transportation needs and environmental restoration project needs consistent with 
the Sonoma Creek Baylands Strategy.    
 
Caltrans completed a Project Study Report – Project Development Report (PRS-PDR) 
for the SR 37 Corridor, from US 101 in Marin County to SR 29 in Solano County in 
June 2021.  The PSR-PDR identified a mix of alternatives and conceptual alignment 
options both within and retreating from the SR 37 corridor, but it did not select a 
preferred alternative and had limited details, especially at the existing SR 37/121 and 
SR 37/Lakeville Highway intersections. This PSR-PDS is adequate to commence 
PA&ED for the SR 37/121 Long Term Improvements Project. 
 
Caltrans completed a SR 37 Corridor Planning and Environmental Linkages Study 
(PEL) in December 2022.  The PEL studied several alignments and alternatives and 
selected a preferred alternative consisting mostly of a causeway, although portions 
would be constructed at grade or on an embankment.  The preferred alternative is an 
expressway with two travel lanes in each direction and a Class I bicycle path.  The 
expressway would have interchanges, intersections, and limited direct access points. 
The posted speed limit would be 60 mph. Like the 2021 PID, the PEL had limited details 
on SR 37 intersections.   
 
Although the SR 37 PEL Study provided vital environmental information that has 
informed its alternative selection process, environmental review under both the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) is now needed. The PEL expected that environmental review will lead to 
fine-tuning of the preferred alternative for specifics such as roadway profile, 
intersection improvements, and location relative to the existing SR 37 (i.e., on the north 
and/or south side of the existing roadway).   
 

https://www.sfei.org/projects/sonoma-creek-baylands-strategy
https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/PSR-PDS-4Q960k-Route-37-corridor-from-MRN-101-to-Sol-80.pdf
https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/PSR-PDS-4Q960k-Route-37-corridor-from-MRN-101-to-Sol-80.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/caltrans-near-me/district-4/d4-projects/d4-37-corridor-projects/37-planning-environmental-linkages
https://dot.ca.gov/caltrans-near-me/district-4/d4-projects/d4-37-corridor-projects/37-planning-environmental-linkages
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Lakeville Highway is an existing undivided two-lane arterial roadway maintained by the 
County of Sonoma between SR 37 and SR 116 (Stage Gulch Road). The existing 
roadway experiences high traffic volumes, has a history of collisions, narrow shoulders 
that limit access for bicyclists and pedestrians, and experiences settlement from 
underlying bay mud soils, and is subject to sea level rise similar to SR 37. The existing 
roadway between SR 37 and Cougar Mountain Drive (Gate 9) requires pavement 
reconstruction, however the cost of this reconstruction, future susceptibility to 
pavement deterioration and inundation from sea level rise, and the need to examine 
how Lakeville Highway will connect to an elevated SR 37 causeway require further 
analysis before embarking on a rehabilitation project. 
  
SCTA is seeking consultants to develop concepts and alternatives for the Lakeville 
Highway Corridor Improvements Project through a scoping, feasibility, or Planning & 
Environmental Linkages (PEL) study. These concepts could include maintain the 
existing roadway alignment at its existing elevation; provide a causeway resilient to 
sea level rise through the year 2130 and a new interchange at SR 37 that 
accommodates the future Resilient SR 37 viaduct between the Petaluma River Bridge 
and SR 121; realigning Lakeville Highway to the east to upland areas to a new 
interchange at SR 37 one mile west of SR 121 through lands controlled by Sonoma 
Land Trust and US Fish and Wildlife Service; provide an upland undercrossing of SR 
37 west of SR 121 to connect Lakeville Highway to the future SR 37/121 interchange 
via Sears Point Road, or other concepts. These concepts shall be developed in 
partnership with key partners such as the County of Sonoma, Sonoma Land Trust, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria, and Caltrans.  
 
Upon completion of the Lakeville Highway Corridor Improvements Project scoping 
study SCTA will determine whether to exercise an option to proceed with a PSR-PDS 
(if necessary) and PA&ED either separately or combined with the SR 37/121 project. 
 
1.3 Scope of Services 
 
The Consultant shall be required to perform the professional and technical engineering 
services necessary to complete a project report and an environmental document for 
the SR 37/121 Long Term Improvements Project. Typical deliverables will include but 
are not limited to the following documents and all necessary supporting studies to 
complete the PA&ED Phase as defined in the Caltrans Project Development 
Procedures Manual: 

• Vicinity Map 

• Registered Professional Stamp 
• Project Background 

• Purpose and Need 

• Regional and System Planning 

• Traffic 
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• Alternatives Analysis 

• Proposed Engineering Features 

• Nonstandard Design Features 

• Rejected Alternatives 
• Considerations Requiring Discussion 

• Other Considerations as Appropriate 

• Funding, Programming and Estimate 

• Delivery Schedule 
• Risks 

• External Agency Coordination 

• Project Reviews  

• Project Personnel 
• Required Attachments including 

• A draft Environmental Document 
• Location Map 
• Maps showing existing conditions and improvements 
• Typical sections 
• DPR cost estimate for each viable alternative 
• Right of Way data sheet for each viable alternative 
• Storm water data report – signed coversheet 
• Life-cycle cost analysis 
• Risk register 

 
The anticipated level of environmental document is an Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) for CEQA and an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for NEPA. These 
documents will include all required technical studies and attachments for the project. 
The Environmental Document shall be prepared for compliance with NEPA, CEQA and 
other Federal environmentally related processes including but not limited to:  
 

• Section 4(f) – Protection of Publicly Owned Park, Recreation Area, Wildlife or 
Waterfowl Refuge, or Land from Historic Sites).  

• Section 106 – Protection of Cultural Resources & Historic Properties.  
• Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act – Protection of Endangered Species  

• Clean Air Act  
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The specified deliverables require the consultant to provide professional and technical 
expertise related to the SR 37/121 Long Term Improvements Project and the Lakeville 
Highway Corridor Improvement Project. Experience working with Caltrans, the FHWA, 
regulatory agencies, and a broad knowledge of project development and 
environmental requirements is also necessary.  
 
For optional grant support services as requested by SCTA, consultants shall be 
required to prepare technical studies, applications, benefit cost analysis, and other 
materials necessary to receive discretionary regional, state, and federal funding 
assistance.  
 
The Consultant shall also provide all the necessary project coordination, 
administration, management and interfacing with SCTA, Caltrans and other 
internal/external stakeholders to achieve project objective with proper quality 
assurance and quality control. The Consultant will be working directly under the 
supervision of SCTA. Upon issuance of a contract, a kick-off meeting will be held for 
the introduction of staff, roles and responsibilities, establishment of communication 
channels, clarification of procedures and formats to be used, and discussion of design 
considerations.  At a minimum, monthly project meetings will be held for the review of 
contract status and the determination of needed actions.  The consultant shall prepare 
all meeting notices, agenda, and minutes. Significant public, property owner, and 
partner engagement is expected during the contract. Presentations to the SR 37 
Executive Steering Committee (ESC) and SR 37 Policy Committee are also expected. 
 
Although this RFQ is for only for completion of the PA&ED phase of the SR 37/121 
Long Term Improvements Project and the scoping phase of the Lakeville Highway 
Corridor Improvements Project, SCTA may consider amending the Task Order for the 
successful proposer for preparation of grant applications, preparing a PSR-PDS (for 
the Lakeville portion of the scope), preparing Encroachment Permit plans and 
applications, preparing Design Engineering Evaluation Reports (DEER), providing 
Project Approval and Environmental Document (PA&ED) services, preparing Plans, 
Specifications, and Estimates (PS&E), providing right of way engineering or right of 
way acquisition services (ROW), and/or design services during construction (DSDC). 
 
2 Selection Process and Schedule 
 
SCTA staff will review written statements prior to the development of a short list. All 
statements shall be evaluated in accordance with the enclosed Evaluation & Selection 
Criteria. All short-listed firms may be asked to attend an oral interview at the discretion 
of SCTA. The SCTA intends to establish a list of qualified firms eligible to submit a 
proposal as part of the Request for Proposals (PFP) step of this procurement.  The 
selection process schedule is as follows: 

• RFQ Released      November 19, 2025 

• Written Questions on RFQ Due    December 12, 2025 



SCTA RFQ 25002 
SR 37/121 Long Term PA&ED and Lakeville Highway Improvements 

Page 7 of 17 
Nov 19, 2025 

 

 

• Responses to Written Questions Released  December 19, 2025 

• SOQs Due       January 23, 2026 

• SCTA Review of SOQs     Jan 26 – Feb 10, 2026 
• Notification of Short-Listed Firms    February 11, 2026 

• Interview Short-Listed Firms (if necessary)  Week of Feb 23, 2026 

• Notify Consultants of Qualified Firms   February 27, 2026 

• Issue Request for Proposals    March 2, 2026 
• Written Questions on RFP Due    March 13, 2026 

• Responses to Written Questions Released  March 16, 2026 

• Proposals Due      April 3, 2026 

• SCTA Review of Proposals    April 6 – April 16, 2026 
• Notify Firms of Short-Listed Firms    April 17, 2026 

• Interview Short-List Firms     Week of April 27, 2026 

• Notify Firms of Rankings     April 27, 2026 

• Contract Negotiations     May 1-22, 2026  
• SCTA Board Approval     June 8, 2026 

• Notice to Proceed      June 9, 2026 

• Contract Completion     June 30, 2030 
 
3 Team Qualifications 
 
In order to qualify for interview and selection, proposers must demonstrate recent 
experience in performing similar scopes of work. Prior experience in the various 
required technical studies, project management, Caltrans requirements/processes, 
CEQA, NEPA and other state and federal regulation requirements is also necessary. 
 
All project services and deliverables shall adhere to current Caltrans and Federal 
Highway Administration requirements and standards where applicable.  Any work 
beyond the limits of the State right of way or NHS network must adhere to current 
standards for the appropriate local agency, railroad, or utility provider. 
 
In addition, proposers must meet the following minimum requirements: 
 

1. Have sufficient staff and resources to meet the requirements of SCTA. Firms 
must demonstrate a redundancy of qualified personnel such that key persons 
can be readily replaced in  the event of illness, employment change, or other 
reason, subject to prior written approval by SCTA.  
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2. The Project Manager and all key personnel shall be accessible  to the SCTA 
Executive Director and SCTA Project Manager at all times during official work 
hours.   The Project Manager shall be responsible for all matters related to 
the consultant’s personnel and operations. 

3. Consultants and subconsultants shall meet professional standards and 
certifications required for work on state and federal projects.  

4. If resources outside the proposer’s firm are to be used, have qualified sub-
consultants who have extensive experience of the type of work they will 
provide for this project. 
 
 

4 Pre-SOQ Questions 
 
Questions regarding this RFQ must be submitted in writing via e-mail by December 
12, 2025. Proposers may submit written questions to: 
 

David Ripperda 
Director of 

Projects and Programming 
707-565-2180 

david.ripperda@scta.ca.gov 
 

Questions and answers will be posted on the SCTA website no later than December 
19, 2025. 
 
 
5 Consultant Selection Process 
 
SCTA staff will evaluate all SOQs with input from other professionals. The selection 
process will rely upon the SOQ Evaluation and Selection Criteria cited in this RFQ. 
SCTA will score each SOQ based on the attached SOQ Rating Matrix and determine 
a competitive range for short-listing the SOQ submittals.  
 
Oral interviews will be held with all firms ranked within the competitive range, if 
necessary, at the discretion of SCTA. The interview panel will review the presentations 
of principals and key personnel of the selected firms, as well as selected sub 
consultants. The individuals in charge of the project should make the oral presentation.   
An oral presentation will be required of all short-listed firms, followed by questions from 
the selection panel. When the short-listed firms are notified, the SCTA may request 
additional clarifying information to be provided either in writing or via the oral 
presentation. The same Proposal Evaluation and Selection Criteria used for the short-
listing process will also be used for scoring following the oral interviews. Based on 
scoring, the most qualified firms will be selected as eligible to participate in the RFP 
process.  Once the qualified list of firms are established, SCTA intends to issue an 
RFP per the schedule provided in this RFQ. 

mailto:david.ripperda@scta.ca.gov
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The SCTA reserves the right to: 
 

• negotiate with any proposer and to reject any or all proposals for any 
reason, 

• to withhold consideration of incomplete proposals, 
• to waive informalities or any irregularity, 
• to request additional information of proposers at its discretion, 
• to terminate the solicitation and/or evaluation process at any time 

 
Although the SCTA consultant selection process for this RFQ does not have a 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) goal, using DBE Consultants as 
Subconsultants is encouraged.  
 
The issuance of this solicitation does not constitute an award commitment on the part 
of the SCTA, and the SCTA shall not pay for costs incurred in the preparation or 
submission of proposals. All costs and expenses associated with the preparation of 
SOQs and future potential proposals shall be borne by the proposer. Acceptance of a 
SOQ or proposal or other material during the selection process does not constitute a 
contract and does not obligate the SCTA to award funds. Funding is subject to final 
contract approval by the SCTA. SCTA also reserves the right to reject any or all 
responses without penalty and to act in the best interest of the SCTA. The SCTA shall 
not be liable for any precontractual expenses incurred by the proposer or selected 
contractor or contractors. The SCTA shall be held harmless and free from any and 
all liability, claims, or expenses whatsoever incurred by, or on behalf of, any person or 
organization responding to this RFQ.  
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6 Proposal Evaluation and Selection Criteria 
The written evaluation and selection criteria for this project include the following: 
 
 
CRITERIA POSSIBLE POINTS 

Understanding of Project Requirements 
1. Clarity of submittal and responsiveness to RFQ 
demonstrating a general understanding of the services 
needed and applicable State & Federal guidelines. 

25 

Technical Qualifications & Experience of Firm 
1. Capability of providing the professional and technical 
services required 
2. Ability to demonstrate previous experience in the areas 
listed in the Scope of Work. 
3. Experience in highway project development and direct 
work experience with Caltrans District 4 staff and relevant 
Resilient SR 37 project partners 
4. Record of performance and demonstrated competence 
as specified in the Scope of Work. 
5. Demonstrated capability of the consultant to provide 
timely response to required tasks and deliverables.  

20 

Technical Qualifications & Experience of Project 
Manager & Key Staff 
1. Extent of applicable experience relative to the scope of 
work. 
2. Length of experience 
3. Previous experience to demonstrate capability to 
successfully manage work. 

25 

Project Approach 
1. Proposed organizational approach, project 
management and project controls set forth by the consultant  

 
30 
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7 Statement of Qualifications Content and Organization 
 
Please prepare your statement of qualifications (SOQ) in accordance with the following 
requirements. 
 
1. Submittal 
 
The submittal (excluding resumes and the transmittal letter) shall not exceed a total of the 
equivalent of 25 single-sided, 8.5” x 11” pages. The staffing plan, organizational chart, 
and any conceptual graphics may be submitted on 11” x 17” pages, which will count as 
one (1) of the allotted 25 equivalent single-sided pages. Covers, Transmittal Letter, tables 
of contents, and any divider pages are not part of the 25-page limit. Font size shall be at 
least 11 point, however 9-point size font for graphics, tables, or similar materials is 
acceptable. Resumes should be included in an appendix and are limited to two (2) pages 
per resume. Appendices are limited to 50 single-sided pages maximum.  
 
2. Transmittal Letter 
 
The Transmittal Letter shall include the following information: 

• Proposer name, address, telephone, and e-mail address of key contact person; 
and  

• Description of type of organization (e.g., Sole Proprietor, Partnership Corporation, 
LLC, etc.) submitting the proposal including the name of the state in which the 
company was legally formed; and  

• A written statement that the Proposer is legally authorized to do business in 
California; and  

• If joint venture or other teaming arrangement with two or more parties, name the 
entity/person that would be the Prime-Proposer for this project as well as the 
person authorized to negotiate and execute a contract.  

• A written statement warranting the acceptance of all requirements of the Project 
as described in this RFQ and acknowledging receipt of all addenda and dates 
received; and  

• A written statement confirming the ability to comply with the insurance 
requirements; and  

• A written statement acknowledging the validity of the Proposals for a period of 120 
calendar days after the submission deadline; and  

• Signature of a person authorized to bind Proposer to the terms and conditions of 
the proposal.  

 
The Transmittal Letter and any divider pages are not part of the 25-page limit. The 
Transmittal Letter should be addressed to:  



SCTA RFQ 25002 
SR 37/121 Long Term PA&ED and Lakeville Highway Improvements 

Page 12 of 17 
Nov 19, 2025 

 

 

 
David Ripperda 

Director of Projects and Programming 
Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
411 King Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

  
3. Firm Profile 
 
This section should provide a brief description of the firm’s size, organizational structure, 
capacity and resources. The SCTA encourages participation from firms with team 
members with offices in Sonoma County. 
 
4. Firm Qualifications and Experience 
 
This section should state the qualifications and previous experience of the consultant team 
on relevant projects. Please emphasize the specific experience from the relevant project 
for Key Team Members, including the role performed, whether the team member was part 
of the lead firm or a subconsultant team member, and when the project was completed or 
if it is ongoing. Key Team Members are expected to be committed for the duration of the 
project.  
 
Replacement of Key Team Members will not be permitted without prior consultation with 
and written approval from the SCTA. 
 
5. Project Understanding and Approach 
 
This section should demonstrate your firm/team’s understanding of the project and the 
nature of work including coordination with and approvals from the SCTA and  Caltrans. 
Provide the firm/team’s proposed approach and management plan for providing the 
services. Include an organization chart showing the proposed relationships among 
consultant staff, Caltrans or other public agency staff, SCTA staff and any other parties 
that may have a significant role in the delivery of the project. In addition, specifically 
describe your approach to working as part of a team with Caltrans staff.  
 
6. Staffing Plan 
 
This section should discuss the proposed staffing plan and provide an organizational chart. 
Provide a list of the current projects for all Key team members and their percent availability  
to perform the requested services. Include a discussion of the firm/team’s redundancy of 
qualified personnel such that key persons can be readily replaced, with SCTA pre-
approval, in the event of illness, change in employment, or other reason (resumes for Key 
team members should be provided in the appendix). 
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7. Work Plan & Schedule 
 
For the scope of work in this RFQ, include a list Tasks (including all optional services), 
describe how each Task will be conducted; identify deliverables for each Task and 
include Consultant’s overall strategy for scheduling work. The work plan must provide 
sufficient detail to demonstrate a clear understanding of the services needed. Include 
any technical or procedural innovations that have been used successfully on other 
projects and which may facilitate the completion of the services needed by SCTA  
 
8. References 
 
Provide at least three references (names, email addresses, and current phone numbers) 
from recent relevant work (previous 5 years) for the Key Team Members. Include a brief 
description of the projects associated with the reference, and the role of the respective 
team member. 
 
9. Submittal Procedures 
 
Please transmit one (1) electronic copy of your SOQ no later than  4:00 p.m. on Monday, 
January 23, 2026. The submittals should be submitted via email to: 
 

David Ripperda 
Director of Projects and Programming 

Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
david.ripperda@scta.ca.gov 

 
If an electronic file is too large to submit via email, please provide a link to the file via a 
file sharing service such as DropBox.  
 
SOQs received after the due time will not be accepted. SOQs received shall remain 
confidential until the contract(s), if any, resulting from this two-step RFQ/RFP are 
awarded. Thereafter, all information submitted in response to this request shall be 
deemed public record. In the event that the proposer desires to claim  portions of its 
SOQ as exempt from disclosure, it is incumbent on the proposer to clearly identify those 
portions with the word “confidential” printed on the lower right-hand corner of the page. 
SCTA will consider a proposer’s request for exemption from disclosure.  However, SCTA 
will make its decision based upon applicable laws. An assertion by the proposer that the 
entire proposal is exempt from disclosure will not be honored. The proposer is solely 
responsible for the costs incurred in preparing its response. SCTA will provide no 
compensation for such costs. 
 
10. Fee Schedule 
 
Once the top ranked firm has been determined, as part of the negotiation of the Contract 
the selected Consultant will be required to provide a cost proposal. The cost proposal 
shall not be submitted prior to entering into negotiations with the top ranked firm. The 

mailto:david.ripperda@scta.ca.gov
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Contract approved under this RFQ/RFP will be developed on a cost-plus fixed fee basis. 
The Consultant must provide anticipated salary and overhead estimates for the full 
duration of the Contract, as well as any anticipated special equipment costs. Portions of 
the work covered by the Proposal may be considered public works under state law, 
subject to prevailing wage requirements. Proposer should include prevailing wages as 
labor rates for such tasks. The top ranked firm will be required to assist SCTA in the 
preparation of any documentation necessary for approval of the Contract.  
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8 General Information 
 
All data and information furnished by the SCTA or referred to in this RFQ are furnished 
for the proposer’s convenience. The SCTA does not guarantee that such data and 
information is accurate and assumes no responsibility whatsoever as to its accuracy or 
interpretation. Proposers shall satisfy themselves as to the accuracy or interpretation of 
all such information and data. 
Lobbying: Do not contact the members of the SCTA Board of Directors regarding this 
RFQ during the evaluation process. Any party submitting a proposal or party 
representing a proposer shall not lobby any SCTA Director or staff, agent, or evaluation 
panel member regarding this RFQ. Any party attempting to influence the RFQ process 
through ex parte contact may have their proposal rejected. 
The SCTA reserves the right to award the contract to the proposer or proposers that, in 
the SCTA’s judgment, will best serve the needs of the SCTA. The RFQ process is 
considered concluded when a letter is sent to all participating proposers indicating 
which proposers will be recommended for SCTA Board approval. Please recognize that 
the firms recommended are not a final selection and no contract is certain until approved 
by the SCTA. The SCTA Board will make the final selection and may not choose to 
accept the recommendation submitted. 
 
 
A.  Protest Process 
 
Any directly affected party who is aggrieved in connection with the solicitation or award 
of a contract may file a protest regarding the procurement action. Such protest must 
be filed in writing with: 

 
Sonoma County Transportation Authority 
James R. Cameron, Executive Director 

411 King Street 
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

 
Protests must be filed within seven (7) calendar days from the date notice of intent to 
award is issued by SCTA. Failure to timely file a protest shall constitute a waiver of any 
right to protest. Untimely protests will not be accepted or considered. Any protest shall: 
 

• State in detail each and every ground asserted for the protest, citing to the law, 
rule, local ordinance, procedure or bid provision on which the protest is based; 
and 

• Identify the remedy sought. 
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Note: Specification related protests must be fully supported by technical data, test 
results, or other pertinent information that a rejected product or service offered is equal 
to or better than the specification requirement. 
 
B. Protest Resolution Process 
 
Informal resolution 
After receiving a protest, the SCTA Executive Director will, at the earliest convenience, 
contact the protesting party to seek informal resolution and/or to clarify the issues. 
 
Written response 
Within fourteen (14) calendar days following contact with the protesting party for 
informal resolution, the SCTA Executive Director shall provide a written response to 
the protesting party. The written response shall be prepared under the signature of the 
SCTA Executive Director. The letter constitutes the department's final decision on the 
protest and shall be considered the final agency action. 
 
No Stay of Procurement Action During a Protest 
Nothing in these Policies and Procedures shall be deemed to prevent the SCTA from 
proceeding with negotiations or awarding a purchase order or contract while a protest 
is pending. 
 
Remedies Prior to an Award 
If, after an award, it is determined by the SCTA Executive Director that a solicitation or 
award of a contract or purchase order is in violation of these Policies and Procedures, 
then the following criteria will be employed to resolve the dispute. 
 
1. If the person or entity awarded the contract or purchase order has not acted 

fraudulently, or in bad faith: 
a. The contract or purchase order may be ratified and affirmed, provided it is 

determined that doing so is in the best interest of the SCTA; or 
b. The contract/purchase order may be terminated. 

2. If the person or entity awarded the contract or purchase order has acted 
fraudulently or in bad faith, the contract or purchase order shall be declared null 
and void. 
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9 Attachments 
A. Caltrans Resilient 37 website 
B. SCTA Resilient 37 website 

C. MTC Resilient 37 website 
D. SR 37 Sears Point to Mare Island Improvement Project Draft EIR/EA Volume 1 

(AECOM, 2022) 
E. SR 37 Sears Point to Mare Island Improvement Project Draft EIR/EA Volume 2 

(AECOM, 2022) 
F. SR 37 Sears Point to Mare Island Improvement Project Final EIR/EA Volume 1 

(AECOM, 2023) 
G. SR 37 Sears Point to Mare Island Improvement Project Final EIR/EA Volume 2 

(AECOM, 2023) 
H. SR 37 Sears Point to Mare Island Improvement Project Final EIR/EA Volume 3 

(AECOM, 2023) 
I. SR 37 Sears Point to Mare Island Improvement Project Tolay Creek Bridge 

Replacement Addendum (AECOM, 2024) 
J. SR 37 Sears Point to Mare Island Improvement Project Draft Supplemental EIR/EA 

(AECOM, 2025) 
K. Preliminary Feasibility Study Lakeville Highway Embankment Distress, Sonoma Cty 

(Kleinfelder, 2022) 

 
 

https://dot.ca.gov/caltrans-near-me/district-4/d4-projects/d4-37-corridor-projects
https://scta.ca.gov/resilient37/
https://mtc.ca.gov/planning/resilience/state-route-37
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/district-4/documents/37-corridor-projects/sr37-draft-eir-ea-1q7600-sears-pt-mare-island-proj-vol1-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/district-4/documents/37-corridor-projects/sr37-draft-eir-ea-1q7600-sears-pt-mare-island-proj-vol1-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/district-4/documents/37-corridor-projects/sr37-draft-eir-ea-1q7600-sears-pt-mare-island-proj-vol2-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/district-4/documents/37-corridor-projects/sr37-draft-eir-ea-1q7600-sears-pt-mare-island-proj-vol2-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/district-4/documents/d4-environmental-docs/1q761-sr-37-sears-point-to-mare-island/1q7601-sr37-final-eir-ea-vol-1--2-6-2023--508-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/district-4/documents/d4-environmental-docs/1q761-sr-37-sears-point-to-mare-island/1q7601-sr37-final-eir-ea-vol-1--2-6-2023--508-a11y.pdf
https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/1Q7601_SR37_Final-EIR-EA-VOL-2-01-31-23.pdf
https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/1Q7601_SR37_Final-EIR-EA-VOL-2-01-31-23.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/district-4/documents/d4-environmental-docs/1q761-sr-37-sears-point-to-mare-island/1q7601-sr37-final-eir-ea-vol-3--2-8-2023--508-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/district-4/documents/d4-environmental-docs/1q761-sr-37-sears-point-to-mare-island/1q7601-sr37-final-eir-ea-vol-3--2-8-2023--508-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/district-4/documents/d4-environmental-docs/1q761-sr-37-sears-point-to-mare-island/sr-37-tcbr-final-adden-eir_508.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/district-4/documents/d4-environmental-docs/1q761-sr-37-sears-point-to-mare-island/sr-37-tcbr-final-adden-eir_508.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/district-4/documents/d4-environmental-docs/1q761-sr-37-sears-point-to-mare-island/sr37-spmiip-supplementaldeir-2024-12-13r-ada-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/district-4/documents/d4-environmental-docs/1q761-sr-37-sears-point-to-mare-island/sr37-spmiip-supplementaldeir-2024-12-13r-ada-a11y.pdf
https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/K.-Lakeville-Feasibility-Study-Kleinfelder.pdf
https://scta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/K.-Lakeville-Feasibility-Study-Kleinfelder.pdf
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